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O MODERN LOCAL public figure epitomizes the 
quaint, colorful image of the Boston pol more than 


former Senate president 


and current University of 


Massachusetts president William Bulger. He speaks 


with his own brogue. He sprinkles the phrase “wee bit of 


throughout his speech. He is depicted on the cover of his 
1996 memoir While the Music Lasts: My Life in Politics 
(Houghton Mifflin) carrying a shillelagh. And just as he 
knows how to wield an Irish walking stick, he knows how 


to wield power. (Just ask Norfolk County district attorney 


Bill Keating, who tried to unseat Bulger in the 1990s; 


former treasurer Joe Malone; 


or any of the other local 


politicos who have tangled with Bulger over the years.) 


Bulger’s image was celebrated in a 1992 
profile by Morley Safer of CBS’s 60 Min- 
utes. President Bill Clinton enhanced it by 
placing jolly telephone calls to Bulger’s an- 
nual St. Patrick’s Day breakfast. And Bul- 
ger packaged it for posterity with his 
memoir. In While the Music Lasts, he de- 
scribes the South Boston of his childhood 


as “a largely blue-collar area. ... Families 
were stable: a divorce was a whispered 
horror. We had our share of bars and 
bookies and sin, but the area, then as now, 
had the city’s lowest rate of serious 
crime.” Bulger’s words captured one-half 
of the vaunted myth of South Boston — 
that while there were tough guys in 
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Southie, murders and drug-dealing didn’t 
take place there. The other part of the 
myth, left unspoken in his memoir, was 
that serious crime didn’t take place in 
South Boston because Bulger’s older 
brother James, a/k/a “Whitey,” the boss 
of Boston’s Irish mafia, insisted that his 
boys keep it out of Southie. 

Today we know the reality. Southie was 
indeed peaceful on the surface, but it was 
far more violent than the myth made it 
out to be, thanks largely to Whitey’s mob. 
We still don’t know what, if anything, 
Billy Bulger knew about Whitey’s criminal 
enterprise or whether he ever benefited 
from it. Last week, the Congressional 
Government Reform Committee, which is 
investigating the FBI’s criminal and cor- 
rupt relationship with Whitey, held a 
hearing in Boston and called Billy Bulger 
as a witness. (FBI agent John Connolly, a 
Southie native, handled Whitey as a gov- 
ernment informant for two decades. He’s 
now in jail, in part for having tipped 
Whitey off in 1995 to a pending arrest on 
grand-jury indictments.) Congressman 
Dan Burton, a Republican from Indiana, 
wanted to ask Bulger, who had admitted 
to a federal grand jury years earlier that 
he had spoken with his brother after he 
fled to avoid arrest, what he knew about 
his brother’s activities. 


See BULGER, page 24 
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“Justice Lewis Powell (considered a liberal) cast the deciding vote against granting homosexuals the 






constitutional right to privacy ‘That case was not a major case,’ he said, ‘and one of the reasons | voted 
Sa. Tie the way | did was the case was a frivolous case.’ ... While getting points for honesty, Powell deftly exposed 
the traditional liberal stance toward gay issues: fuck you and go to hell 


— Michael Bronski, News and Features, page 28 
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houses of Somerville 
Classical,” Jeffrey Gantz 
CLUB LISTINGS 10 tells us about the classical 
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EVENTS 16 ‘Museums & Galleries, All was going swimmingly in Patsville for a change, when a perfect 
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DINING LISTINGS 20 “Performance,” Iris Fanger '’ 
previews BalletRox’s Urban 
Nutcracker, in “Theater,” 
Liza Weisstuch previews Underground Railway Public safety »y Michae! Bronsk 28 
Theater's Alice’s Adventures Underground; in “State A right to sexual privacy isn’t worth a hill of beans when people are 
of the Art,” Mike Miliard tells us about the Eskimo attacked for being public about their sexual preferences. Just ask 


Laboratories Records special Christmas celebration; 
in “Next Weekend,” Piebald put on their own 
Christmas Pageant; Susan Tedeschi comes home to 
play the Orpheum with, among others, Sheryl! Crow; 
Black 47 hit T.T. the Bear’s Place; Charlie Haden and 
Michael Brecker come to Berklee; and in “Art News,” 
the Either/Orchestra’s secret life, and Wynton 
Marsalis plays Boston as just one of the guys. | 


the victims of two infamous sodomy-law cases and an openly 
sadomasochistic UN arms inspector 


Reform school by Richard Byrne 30 
Among the losers in this fall's midterm elections was the nation’s 
drug-law-reform movement. How should it regroup? 
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Questioning the nature 
of things: The MFA’s 
“Impressionism of Light: 
The French Landscape 
from Corot to Monet,” 
page 14. 





guide to the season 
Gifts with a message; get on 
board with games; charitable 
giving; books Santa’s reindeer 
would read; a banquet of cocktails 
and carols; and toys for the kid in 
all of us. Plus, a guide to the 
hottest ski and: snowboard gear, 
and complete New England ski 
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Jeffrey Gantz says that 
the MFA’s latest 
Impressionism 
Jim Harrison, Arts p. 16 blockbuster 
isn’t just about 
light, or even ‘nature, 
but the very order of the universe as perceived in post-monarchy 19th-century France. 
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Also: Our critics offer a Christmas wish list of CD box sets; Carolyn Clay applauds the 
ART’s vivid reworking of Chekhov's Uncle Vanya; Steve Vineberg celebrates the 50th 
anniversary of the best movie musical ever; in “Cellars by Starlight,” Mike Miliard asks 
“Who the heck is Don Lennon™ Marea Siége! takes in “Dance Straight Up!”; and William mae 
Corbett says that novelist Jim Harrison's discursive memoir is worth the ramble. 
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EDITORIAL 


The anger and shock remain. But the ongoing clergy sex scandal is truly heartbreaking. 


A morally bankrupt church 


HE ARCHDIOCESE of Boston may 
file for bankruptcy. Such a move 
would protect the archdiocese from 
having to pay ever-escalating claims to 
ever-growing numbers of clergy sex-abuse 
victims. Bernard Cardinal Law snuck out 
of the country again — to meet with the 
pope and his advisers to strategize — again 
over whether he 
should resign. What 
more is left to say? 

The dimensions of 
the scandal continue to 
grow. Reports pub- 
lished during the last 
few weeks show that a 
priest used teenagers 
preparing to become 
nuns for sex and that he 
encouraged them to 
think of him as Jesus 
Christ. Another priest, 
it turns out, fathered 
two children with a 
woman who later died 
of a drug overdose. He 
was present when she 
first fell ill from the drugs, but left her 
alone and returned later to call 911 after 
she was already dead. Meanwhile, the pro- 
lific Law penned letters of encouragement 
to these monsters who call themselves men 
of God. 

The records of 15 additional abusing 
priests are scheduled to be released as we 
go to press. And finally, one small outpost 
of the Church, the diocese of Manchester, 
New Hampshire, has admitted its guilt in 
shielding criminal priests. That news, how- 
ever, came on the same day that Attorney 
General Tom Reilly claimed the Boston 
archdiocese is continuing to stonewall at- 
tempts to investigate the scope of the 
Boston scandal. 

The anger that was with us when we pub- 


THOM PARSONS 


lished our first report detailing what 
Bernard Cardinal Law knew about dis- 
graced, defrocked priest John Geoghan’s 
abuse of children and when he knew it is, in 
many ways, impossible to sustain (see “Car- 
dinal Law, the Church, and Pedophilia,” 
News and Features, March 23, 2001, avail- 
able online at www.bostonphoenix.com). 
What we're left with 
now is an overwhelm- 
ing sense of sadness 
— though the sense of 
betrayal and violation 
remains. 
There was a time 
when the Catholic 
Church in America, 
and Boston’s cardinal 
— whether it was Law 
or one of his prede- 
cessors — spoke with 
a vital moral voice. 
The Church has al- 
ways provided a prin- 
cipled stand against 
the death penalty. 
Though we couldn’t 
disagree more with the Church’s teachings 
on abortion, it’s important to remember 
the crucial role Law played in Boston dur- 
ing the sickening aftermath of John Salvi’s 
1994 murderous rampage at Planned Par- 
enthood and Preterm Health Services clin- 
ics in Brookline. Law deplored the vio- 
lence. He urged calm. He called for a 
moratorium on all picketing at health clin- 
ics where abortions were performed. His 
words mattered. 

In the coming year, as the state faces 
ever-larger budget deficits — making 
Medicaid and programs designed to help 
the mentally ill, retarded, and those who 
are homeless key targets for funding cuts 
— it’s impossible to imagine Law or any- 
one from the Boston archdiocese playing 





LETTERS 


We welcome responses from our readers. 
Letters should be typed (double-spaced), if 
possible, and must include the writer's 
name, address, and a telephone number 
where he or she can be reached during busi- 
ness hours for verification. The writer's 
name and position or town will be pub- 
lished, but these may be withheld for good 
reason. 

Letters may be mailed to the Boston 
Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, 
MA 02215; faxed to (617) 859-8201; or 
e-mailed to letters@phx.com or to staff 
writers’ e-mail addresses (e-mailed letters 
must include a telephone number for verifi- 
cation and a hometown). All letters are sub- 
ject to editing for considerations of space, 
fairness, and clarity. 


SACRIFICIAL LAMB 

Seth Gitell is right, of course, about our 
most recent former vice-president [“Al 
Gore Is Toast,” News and Features, De- 
cember 6]. But that may in fact provide a 
compelling reason for Democrats to nomi- 
nate Al Gore in 2004. 

Democrats who oppose another Gore 
presidential candidacy should ask them- 
selves if they believe any Democrat will be 
able to beat George W. Bush two years from 
now. The recent midterm elections strongly 
suggest that American voters have settled in 
with Bush for the long haul. There is no 


reason to believe that the current White 
House team will become any less skillful at 
keeping the electorate anxious about terror- 
ism and security, issues that voters trust Re- 
publicans to handle much more than they 
do Democrats. Nor is there any reason to 
hope that the current opposition party will 
transform itself in two short years into a 
credible voice on foreign affairs. 

The sad truth is that the whole Democra- 
tic Party is toast when it comes to White 
House prospects for 2004. Democrats, 
then, should focus on winning back Con- 
gress and consider letting their strong pres- 
idential candidates — individuals who 
might have a shot in 2008 — save their 
money and, more important, spare them- 
selves the tarnish of losing in 2004. In the 
meantime, they should be looking for a 
sacrificial lamb, and what more fitting final 
service to his party could Gore — who has 
made a career of sacrificing integrity for 
political advantage — hope to offer? 

Ryan Stanley 
Somerville 


POETIC LICENSE 

Ouch! Your negative review of our 
movie, The Business of Fancydancing, was 
tough, funny, and painful [“Trailers,” Arts, 
November 29]. I also have all sorts of 
problems with the film, mostly related to 
the fact that I was indeed a clueless first- 


any role at all in urging state legislators to 
show compassion for our most vulnerable 
residents. It’s trite to say what a shame this 
is. But it is. And it leaves us weary. 

Fifty-eight priests have — finally — 
called for Law’s resignation. What are we 
to make of the fact that few were willing 
to do so when, in some twisted way, cleri- 
cal abuses of the young could be blamed 
on gay priests? What are we to make of 
the fact that the priests calling for Law’s 
resignation, however brave they are in 
taking their public stance today, didn’t 
act until “heterosexual” wrongdoing was 
uncovered? 

What are we to make of the fact that 
Law cannot resign from his job without the 
Vatican’s approval and that while he’s re- 
portedly repeatedly offered to do so, the 
pope and his advisers still fail to under- 
stand the scope of this scandal (what's not 
to understand about 500-plus victims of 
clergy sex abuse?), believing that some- 
how, it will all go away? 

In the last week much has been made of 
the fact that the archdiocese’s Finance 
Council has authorized Law to file for 
bankruptcy, which could put an end to the 
seemingly never-ending stream of lawsuits 
related to clergy sexual abuse. Many have 
focused on what this would mean for the 
Church: it would force the Church to make 
its financial records public, and sex-abuse 
victims may reject a settlement from bank- 
ruptcy court and proceed with lawsuits. 

This is off the mark. The bankruptcy the 
Church now faces isn’t financial. As many 
have already pointed out, it’s moral. We 
don’t know what to make of the fact that 
Law seems not to recognize this. And that 
the pope doesn’t get it, either. It’s bewil- 
dering. It’s pathetic. It’s outrageous. os 


What do you think? Send an e-mail to 
letters@phx.com. 





time director. But the movie does have its 
strong elements. The soundtrack, with 
most songs performed live on set by the 
cast, is much better than the movie itself. 
And the spoken-word poetry is also good, 
despite your low opinion of it. 

Now I cannot possibly defend our movie 
from all negative criticism, considering my 
mixed feelings about the project, but I have 
to defend my poetry. I might very well be a 
digital-video hack, but I am a very good 
poet. The poems included in our movie 
were part of a collection that was a 1992 
New York Times Notable Book of the Year. 
Unwittingly, you defend my poetry by men- 
tioning how much you enjoyed Smoke Sig- 
nals, a film that also contains quite a few of 
my poems. In that light, you might want to 
revise your review: “The poems in this 
movie were terrible, and that was a major 
disappointment, considering how much I 
loved the poems in the other movie.” 

Now that I’ve whined a bit, I want to 
thank you for paying attention to the film. 
We released The Business of Fancydancing 
by ourselves, and it’s been very difficult to 
book theaters and garner media attention. 
We are a few goofy individuals battling 
huge media corporations. I’m happy that 
you love film enough to spend a few hours 
with a small project like ours. 

Sherman Alexie 
Seattle 
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the natural choice 






11 holland street, somerville, ma 


617.625.1118 






PAT MeGEE BAND 
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Coolidge Corner Theatre 











December 13-19, 2002 
Julianne Moore 


Dennis Quaid 
a film by Todd Haynes 
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Michael Moore’s 










Extra Long Show! 
No Opening Act 
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ON SALE THURSDAY 10AM_——_ 












New Album On Sale Now 
www.BigHead Todd.com 


Friday, January 31st 


6pm doors * 7pm show * 18+ 
Friday & Saturday @ midnite 


THE ITCHING MAN ON SALE THURSDAY 10AM 


film fest from Evan O'Television = As 
. Get Tickets At Tickets available at the Orpheum Theatre Box Office, Paradise Box Office, select Strawberries locations, nextticketing.com 


Sunday @ 12 30 or call a7 423-NEXT. Tickets available at Avalon night of show only. Get tickets at CC.com. American 
PALS Chidren’s chorus ¢ sents — ‘ nb p Rewards® poin yw accepted for all concert tickets. Date, Act & time subject to change 
A CAPELLA JAM f ; , is adele to enc ticket A Clans Chanded Event 
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Wednesday @ 7:30 
BIG BALAGAN 
Balagan’s 50th 
show! The best of 
local experimental 
film & video artists 


FEBRUARY 4 7PM DOORS « 8PM SHOW « 18+ 












BOSTON'S LEGENDARY ROCK CLUB 






A holiday feast of cannibal films! , 






Plus: Tickets available at the Orpheum Theatre Box Office, Paradise Box Office Mon-Fri . 6 ies Straitjackets 
(noon-6pm, Sat 3-6pm) and select Strawberries locations, Nextticketing.com or ne ; ‘. J 
CANNIBAL biNNIAL call (617) 423-NEXT. Tickets available at Avalon box office night of show only. ‘ oo Pee ret. Sila ibcoririves. Famous 












Saturday, December 14 


Karl Denson’s Tiny Universe 
Wednesday, December 18 


Pigpile Records pice up xmas PARTY 
with kock City Crime Wave, Random Road Mother, 
3 Day Threshdéld and The Benders 

Thursday, December 19 


TREE 


with C60, Kings of Nuthin‘ and Out Cold 
Friday, December 20 


The Slip 


with Marco & Joe . 
Monday, December 30 ‘ALL AVALON TICKETS HONORED 


HOLQGAWST tt MustaL 


From the 
The sickest moviegohIM -ccotors of 
ever made!!! South Park 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


ONE HAMILTON PLACE ¢ BOSTON 


THIS SATURDAY 


JON STEWART 













































LYRICIST LOUNGE WITH 


Boot Camp Click Feat. COCOA BROVAZ 
with Buckshot and DAS EFX 























Bin Friday, January 10 
e Ua ° 
Show" Super Diamond 
on Saturday, January 18 
Comedy Sister Hazel 
Central Thursday, January 23 





Johnny Marr + The Healers 


with Mellowdrone 
Friday, January 24 


Spookie Daly Pride 
with Sam “The Breadman” Bitelow 
Saturday, January 25 
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Paradise Rock Club is hosting a “TOYS FOR TEENS" Gift Drive for The Home for Little Wanderers from De 


t for at risk youth betwee 








2nd - Dec. 21st. PLEASE bring a new unwrapped g 











Paradise between 12 noon - 2am, Monday thru Saturday. Thanks for helping us help kids at risk 








The Paradise is Located at 967 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston. All Shows On Sale Now. All Main Room 
Shows: 7pm doors 8pm show Sunday - Wednesday, 8pm doors, 9pm show Thursday - Saturday, 18+ unless 
otherwise noted. Check out boston.cc.com for select upcoming shows on sale through web site only. 






Get Tickets At Tickets available at select Strawberries locations, all NEXT Ticketing locations, NEXT Buy It Now! (www.nextticketing.com), or charge by call 


ing 617-423-NEXT. A service charge will be added fo each ticket price. Tickets are also available without a service charge at the Paradise 
Tickets available by calling (617) 228-6000, at all tcketmasterlocations, at the Orpheum Theatre Box Office and Ticketmaster.com. cecom box office Mon- Fri 12pm to 6pm, Sat 3pm to 6pm, and the night of the show. Box Office ts is cash only. Date(s), act(s) and time(s) are subject 
Get he kets at CC.com. American Express Membership Rewards* points now accepted for all concert tickets. Date, act and time subject to change without notice. Produced by Clear Channel Entertainment ri 

without notice A service charoe will he added to the orice of each ticket A Clear Channel Entertainment Fvent 
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THIS SATURDAY! DEC. 14 


2 


SENOR (BOX CDRELEASE TOUR 





FRIDAY DEC. 27 spm voors 


Vi RE. 
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BLIND BY NOON + RECYCLED PERCUSSION * LUNATRAP 
SECOND STAGE - BEWKENHEIMER * 30 STONES 
REACH 454 * RED MERCURY * CHANGING SKIN 


SAT. DEC. 28 
RUSTED ROOT 
Bi 3 


ey ¢ 


io a 


NEW YEARS EVE + DEC 31, 2002 


All Shows All Ages. Tickets available 
at Strawberries Music & Video 
Stores, online at tickets.com or 

by calling 1 (800) 477-6849 


P-A-L-L-A-D-I-U-M 
261 MAIN ST. - WORCESTER 
(508) 797-9696 
www.thepalladium.net 
Www.inassconcerts.com 


E-}-4-'. 5 


THE CASUALTIES 
THE CURSE 


[ROXL|MONOXIDE; 
FR!. JANUARY [7 


LACUNA COIL 
paradiselost 
TAPPING THE VEIN 


oul tuitt 
SAT. JANUARY 25 
qe 


TEAR TUR 203 


Bee 


theused. mY HMBNCR. 
SAT. deoonarnmtdl : 

Yonder Mountain 
¢String Bande 

ON SALE FRIDAY SAT. FEB. 22 


All Shows All Ages. Tickets available 
at Strawberries Music & Video 
Stores, online at tickets.com or 

by calling 1 (800) 477-6849. 
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P-A-L-L-A-D->I-U-M 
261 MAIN ST. - WORCESTER 
(508) 797-9696 
www.thepalladium.net 
www.massconcerts.com 


THURS. JANUARY 9 « ()) § 
HOUSE OF BLUES + 96 Wintnror Si. - Camenioce 


Presented by , MassConcerts 
cor 


www massconce rts.com 








WHERE THEATER MEETS 
THE MARTIAL ARTS 


ON "| 
NOW! | 


TICKETS MAKE 
GREAT GIFTS 


Now 
t visit www.hbob wheeloflife/ 


FRIDAY, JAN. 31: i 
SATURDAY, FEB. 1 3pm anospm 


_BERKLEE PERFORMANCE CENTER 





Tickets: Berklee Box Office By Phone { ) 
Online: www. tiéketmaster ©o1' 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 





www greatnortheast com 





35 or un@@t? Come to || 


mlialerareacea * r ‘ 
THEATRE CORPANY, ARO a eee | 


Bue 


Written and Directed by 

Darko Tresnjak 

Music by Michael Friedman 
Night Club is sponsored by: 4 brand new fable for our time. 
Thursday, January 9 
Attend a 6pm pre-show cocktail 
reception and see an exclusive 
puppetry demonstration —- FREE 
with the purchase of a ticket to 
the 7:30pm performance. 


35 AND UNDER TICKETS 
JAN. 9 ONLY: $32 Orchestra, $22 Balcony 
617 266-0800 * www.huntingtontheatre.org 


Choose from nearly 70 handcrafted 
collectible nativities from 19 countries, | 
including 16 new artful interpretations ¢ 
in wood, cotton, ceramic and copper. 


Music box nativity, West Bank, $59.00 


Central Square 

694 Massachusetts Ave. 

Cambridge, MA_ 617-876-2414 

Holiday Hours Nov 3—Dec 22 
Wittacre, Mon-Sat 10-7, Thu 10-8, Sun 1-5 


VILLAGES. 


Also, shop our store in Brookline. 


FAIRLY TRADED HANDICRAFTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
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25 WINTER STREET * BOSTON, MA 02108-4703 
PHONE: 617-542-5109 © FAX: 617-456-0297 
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atiche 29 WASTENGTON 5 DOWNTOWN CROSSING. BOSTON | 
(617) 542-3902  WWW.EBHORN.COM 


617. 54. $332 rer 
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Ponta CladAdica 


Bosto 





Currently we have suits 
starting at $99.99 


f 

| 

t 
this holiday season! 

PP a. ine rome ee =< | 

i and an intemational food court offering something for every palaie. = “Mme teneys i | 

In the Heart of Boston ie ' ; We carry designer suits, dress shirts 


fine ties and brand name hats from such 
At the Corner of Winter & Washington Streets | a. YY, natnes as Perry Ellis, DKNY, Ralph 
e € Lauren, Mario Zegna, Fenzi, Stetson 


and more! We have hundreds of colors, 


Enjoy the best of Boston ‘~ vy Re 







fits and styles to choose from 


Come visit our Downtown Crossing 
NEW! Agenda pe ; = location, dir@ctly actoss from Macy's for 
INDW. J gene a pen oF * : 617.482.8952 
pencil with unique ‘ ; =e 
diary clip. 
Only ¢ 
$25, iz? 417 Washington St Open 7 days a week 

The Corner Mall B ws 


all your fine clothing needs 


Boston _ tae 
617.426.7067 —— . 4067 Washington Street, 
Downtown Crossing, Boston 


617-542-6102 


a complete assortment of organizers and refills. 
5 On ae OS ee ee 





Corporate orders, engraving, call for FREE pen catalog 
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SPORTING EYE 


Defending 
Manny Ramirez 


Well, that didn’t 
take long. After 
about two weeks, 
our city’s sports 
columnists and radio 
hosts have run out 
of jokes about new 
Red Sox GM Theo 
Epstein’s age, and 
have reverted back 
to the bandwagon 
they've been riding 
for over a year now: 
Manny Ramirez 
must go. 

In a column in 
Saturday's Boston 
Herald, Steve 
Buckley reported 
that the Red Sox 
slugger and his agent, Jeff Moorad, had met with Sox 
owner John Henry at his house in Florida two weeks 
ago, and that during that meeting Ramirez asked 
Henry to trade him. The same day, Gordon Edes and 
Bob Hohler of the Boston Globe reported just the 
opposite. Just like that, Manny was back in the news. 

Baseball writers, especially Peter Gammons, have 
often suggested that the quiet Ramirez has been 
uncomfortable since he arrived in Boston. But whether 
Manny wants to be traded or not, the question 
remains: why are the Boston sports pundits — and so 
many fans — fixated on driving this guy out of town? 

Most of the hosts on both WEEI and WWZN regard 
Manny as the albatross that keeps the Red Sox from a 
title. New England sportswriters have milked plenty of 
columns out of Ramirez's occasionally lackadaisical 
attitude and generally spaced-out demeanor. Sean 
McAdam and Peter Gammons of ESPN have both 
referred to Manny’s eight-year, $160 million deal as 
the “most untradeable contract in the game.” But why 
would they want to trade him at all? 

Dislike of Ramirez seems to revolve around five 
things: he doesn’t hustle; he’s overpaid; he’s a bad 
fielder; he has goofy hair; and the Red Sox haven't 
beaten the Yankees since he showed up. 

All this hostility might make sense if Ramirez's 
mental lapses hurt his performance, but when you look 
at his production it is clear that Ramirez isn’t part of 
the problem. This year Ramirez led the American 
League in on-base percentage and finished second in 
slugging percentage behind Jim Thome. He hit 50 
points higher against the top six teams in the league 
and led the league in hitting with runners in scoring 
position. 

In a notorious incident last year, Ramirez grounded 
out and didn’t run to first. That’s a problem, but 
nobody has ever accused Ramirez of dogging it in 
close games. He isn’t a great fielder, but he isn’t 
Lonnie Smith out there either. As for his hair, at some 
point the older members of the Boston media are going 
to have to learn that the kids aren’t all wearing crew 
cuts these days. 

Is Ramirez’s salary too high? Probably. But 
Ramirez’s salary is far less out of line with his 
production than the salaries of many of his teammates. 
In 2002, the Sox paid 37-year-old John Burkett $5.5 
million to be a league-average pitcher. They paid 
Ugueth Urbina $6.7 million to be a “proven closer” 
when Anaheim built a champion bullpen out of rookies 
and minor-league castoffs. Do I even need to say 
“Tony Clark”? No team ever lost a championship 
because the best hitter in the league made a bit too 
much money. 

Callers to sports radio who are eager to ship 
Ramirez out of town often go on to demand that the 
current management spend money on a big free agent, 
in order to prove they are trying to win. Memories in 
Red Sox nation can be awfully long when it comes to 
1918, but awfully short when it comes to 2001. Sox 
fans cheered the arrival of Ramirez two years ago, and 
they’ve gotten exactly what was advertised. He was a 
great hitter in Cleveland, and he’s been a great hitter 
here. He was a space cadet in Cleveland, and he’s been 
a space cadet here. So if he hasn’t changed, why is the 
man we once praised now the scapegoat for all Red 
Sox sins? 


MANNY '’s just got goofy hair. 


— Aaron Shatz 


this just in 


Em-bed with the Pentagon 


As the US military prepares for war 
with Iraq, it’s decided not to leave 
American journalists behind this time. 
Already, the “training” in battlefield- 
survival skills offered to journalists last 
month by the Pentagon has been fodder 
for dozens of “first-person” pieces and a 
week’s worth of skewering in Garry 
Trudeau’s cartoon, Doonesbury. In many 
ways, the issue of preparing journalists 
for war has been approached with all the 
seriousness of Abbott and Costello’s Buck 
Privates — and why not? As last month’s 
conference of Military Reporters and 
Editors, held in Washington, DC, 
underscored in heavy red ink, media 
access to even the most conventional 
aspects of the war on terrorism — the 
battle against Al Qaeda in Afghanistan — 
was Virtually nil for months after its 
commencement. The lack of access was a 
Pentagon-orchestrated blackout that had 
die-hard war correspondents railing 
angrily about “black holes” in US history. 
(See “Necessary Bedfellows,” News and 
Features, November 22.) 

Yet, according to last Wednesday’s 
edition of the Los Angeles Times, all that 
hiking with heavy packs on a steady diet 
of ready-to-eat meals might come in 
handy after all. The Times reported that 
the Pentagon was planning to “embed” 
(Department of Defense—speak for 
“deploy journalists with combat units”) 
hundreds of journalists in any military 


FOLLOW-UP 
Change 
of venue 


The concert by Other 
Dimensions in Music and 
the Joe Morris Trio, 
previously scheduled for 
the Tremont Theater on 
December 12, has been 
moved to the ICA, 955 
Boyiston Street, on the 
same day, at 9 p.m. The 
change of venue was 
announced after last 
week's 8 Days a Week 
section had gone to press 
and after we could change 
the information in “This 
Week” and in our concert 
listings. For ticket 
information, call (617) 354- 
6898, or call the ICA at 
(617) 266-5152. 


ANTI-CAPITALIST SHOPPING 


Punk-rock flea market 


Punk’s raw, do-it-yourself ethic does lend itself it to the chaotic, 


mikhaela ‘e2 * www.mikhaela 


action undertaken in Iraq. The newspaper 
quoted Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Victoria Clarke as saying, “We are 
absolutely convinced the more news and 
information that comes out of Iraq — if 
there’s military action — the better off 
we'll all be.” 

So if — and that’s a mighty big “if,” 
given the Pentagon’s track record on 
media access since the end of the 
Vietnam War — the Pentagon’s PR crew 
has become convinced that “more equals 
more,” what exactly convinced them? 
Let’s not for a minute think it was media 
yelping that did the trick. The media have 
been yelping about their lack of access to 
military operations for decades, with little 
to show for it. Rather, it seems, two main 
factors have come into play. 

The first is the nature of the enemy in 
Iraq. As Saddam Hussein showed this 
weekend with a massive document drop 
that was almost Clintonian in its scope, 
the Iraqi leader is planning to give the 
world media all they want — and 
possibly more. The enemy, then, will get 
its pictures on the air. And, frustrated 
with the US military’s info war by 
omission against the American press in 
Afghanistan, media outlets are already 
moving to deploy cameras and reporters 
to Baghdad and to Northern Iraqi zones 
controlled by ethnic Kurds. In the face of 
such pressure, the Pentagon must move 
past its customary video-game briefings 


and place meaningful embeds in the field 
of action to get its point across. 

But the second reason the Pentagon 
may allow greater media access in Iraq is 
even more compelling. Polls such as a 
November 26 USA Today/CNN/Gallup 
poll have noted a strong sense of 
confusion among Americans about 
military action in Iraq and the White 
House’s war aims — despite the 
rhetorical onslaught accompanying what 
Bush chief-of-staff Andrew Card has 
infamously dubbed “introduc[ing] new 
products.” As of late November, 42 
percent of Americans opposed using 
ground forces to remove Saddam 
Hussein from power. That number rises 
to 48 percent if UN weapons inspectors 
prove the Iraqi government right and find 
no weapons of mass destruction. 

Americans supported the war against 
Al Qaeda and the Taliban in Afghanistan 
in much greater numbers. They also 
bought the Pentagon's line that the war 
against terrorism would require a new 
kind of warfare that would necessarily 
remain secret. It will be harder to 
convince the American public of the need 
for war against Iraq — and impossible to 
do so if the media, and by extension the 
public, is kept in the dark. This fact alone 
might well have convinced the Pentagon 
that it was time to get “embeds” with the 
US media. 

— Richard Byrne 


The boiling point by mikhaeta reid 





discounted overstock (“perfect for fabric or alterations”). Even 


goods. 


Sisto’s mom will be in the house, behind a stand of vegan baked 


Sisto, who now does production jobs under the name Honey- 


Pump, (“Sounds sexy, don’t it?” he writes in an e-mail), hopes 


take-my-old-shit-for-a-buck attitude of flea markets. But what ex- 
actly makes a “flea market” punk? Well, according to Ben Sisto, 
the 22-year-old organizer of this Sunday’s Punk Rock Flea Mar- 
ket, three things. 

Lack of funds. “I’m not looking to make cash, really. And from 
the looks of the budget” — which the Mission Hill denizen says is 
about $40 — “I won’t.” 

A DJ who prefers Richard Hell to Sum 41. “We'll have some- 
one spinning the whole time,” explains Sisto, who earned his 
street cred booking bands like Fugazi and Hot Water Music at 
MassArt, “who'll play things in the vein of Minor Threat, Televi- 
sion, old Boston hardcore, and maybe a little soul.” 

Independent vendors. There'll be 35 to 40 indie merchants, ta- 
bles of records for sale, plus booths from Sensitive Clothing, 
Queer Positive, and Matt Albanese’s Evil Design, famed for its 
devil-horn drawings and enormous-eyed metal kids. Nonprofit 
secondhand store Planet Aid, where Sisto works, will be peddling 


that a simple thing like a punk flea market will help unite, and in 
turn ignite, the local underground scene. “My ultimate goal is to 
have all local independent record stores and indie retailers under 
one roof, so that people will walk in and say, “Wow, this is the 
local community. Cool stuff is actually happening in Boston.’” 
And, he points out, that approach is true to the DIY principle. 
“This is what [the] punk, indie [community] should be about: 
taking things that are normally mainstream events and tailoring 
them to the subgroups and genres that get left out. I don’t mean 
to sound overly dramatic, but it’s really important — especially in 
a city like Boston where arts and DIY are crap — to have events 
like this.” 

The Punk Rock Flea Market will take place on Sunday, Decem- 
ber 15, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., at Massachusetts College of Art’s 
Gymnasium, 621 Huntington Avenue, Boston. Admission is free. 
E-mail hpflea@hotmail.com. 


— Camille Dodero 








HOLIDAY CHEER 


Painting the town red 


Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus 
Recently, a truncated version of 
Francis Church's celebrated editorial 
has been appearing on sidewalks all 
over Greater Boston. For some, the 
many red, spray-painted SANTA IS R 
tags have provided comic relief from 
the fretful reveries of the holiday 


season. The authorities, though, are 





not amused. “The heat, man,” explains 
“Tagger,” the person responsible for 
the project. “They are hunting me 
down.” Accordingly, Tagger will agree 
only to an e-mail interview, and only 
on condition that his/her identity is 


kept secret. “| need you to swear not to 


reveal who I am,” Tagger writes 


“and if you can correct all 


Thanks.’ 


adding 
grammar and type-os 

Q: What gave you the idea for this? 

A: | was in a car that almost crashed 
and the weirdest thing happened 
Instead of saying, “Thank God we 
didn’t crash,” instead of praying to 
Jesus, all | kept saying was, “Santa is 
real, Santa is real.” Weird, huh? 


Q: Who pays for the paint? 

A: Me. And I am enjoying my 
ramen-noodle diet, thank you very 
much. 


Q: Is this your first foray into 
tagging? 

A: Why no, it isn’t. | was a punk 
rocker way back when, spraying for 
bands, but nothing was as rewarding 
and satisfying as this. Basically, | am 
using a punk-rock tactic to expose a 
universal message that all types of 
people can agree with, or at least get a 
little smile from. 


Q: Do you do this alone? 

A: Yes. | find it very peaceful. Many 
want to come, but I love wandering the 
city late at night or really early in the 
morning. There is nothing like having 
the city to yourself. 


TALKING POLITICS 


The word from 
Chris Matthews 


Here’s a political pundit’s idea of time off: sitting behind a 
table and signing books in the “Honey Fitz” room of 
Jamaica Plain’s Doyle’s Café. That’s where | found Chris 
Matthews, the host of MSNBC's Hardball, last week. He 
was on an abbreviated tour promoting his best-selling 

















Q: How do you pick your spots? 


A: I try to do tags on the sidewalk, so 


they are there for people who are sad 
with their eyes on the ground. | want to 
cheer them up the most. Once in a while 
there is a gorgeous empty space that is 
just begging for a li] SANTA IS REAL 
action — a blank wall. I really do try to 
keep the tags low, though, for those folks 
who aren’t holding their heads high. 
They seem to need the message the 
most. 


Q: You've said that this campaign is 
“semi-legal” — isn’t it actually illegal? 
A: The SANTA IS REAL project is 

extremely illegal. 


Q: Are you generally a law-abiding 
citizen? 
A: Yes, very, very much so. 


Q: Do you have fun doing this? 


A; It’s the most amazing high. 
Nothing has ever come close to the 


BEACON HILL 


Working to 


Three weeks and counting. That's how 
long progressive activists with the 
Overthrow Finneran campaign have to 
convince at least 81 state representatives to 
vote against the autocratic House Speaker, 
Tom Finneran, next month. On January 1, 


thrill of running into the middle of a 
crowd, people screaming, “Yaah! | 
believe in Santa!” It creates a 
conversation. Now that the project is 
getting known, people keep an eye out 
tor cops for me | hear people 
screaming across the street, “Hey! 
Santa-is-real graffiti person!” | even 
had an old lady look out for me it 
Copley Square. She said my message 
was “cute.” Man, that lady was cool 
People ask questions, “What does it 
mean?”, and I say that Santa is in all of 
us. Most agree, Dut some like to 
challenge the existence of Claus. But 
that isn’t what the message is about 
SANTA IS REAL is about recapturing 
the magical moment when we were 
young and believed that a giant white 
bearded man had mystical powers, was 
able to hear our most secret wishes 


and wanted to make them come true 


Q: Is it ever scary? 

A: Yes, extremely, but that’s part of 
the thrill, running from cops, firemen 
Dude, they are 
hunting my ass. I have been chased by 


and meter maids 


a few cops. One was real fast. He said 
that if it wasn’t a message that he toc 
believed in, he would “run my ass to 
jail, now get going.” I owe that officer 
a dozen Dunkin’ Donuts, for sure 

Q: Are there any other dangers 
run-ins with unsavory characters, say? 

A: Nope, not yet. I don’t think 
anyone wants to come near me, 
because I reek so badly of fumes. 


Q: Can you give us a clue as to your 
identity? 

A: Have you been sniffing my paint 
fumes? Are you high? No way. 


Q: Do you belong to an 
organization? 

A: I have a library card. Does that 
count? 


— Chris Wright 


overthrow Finneran 


“We're hoping and praying it’s not 
Finneran,” says Eric Weltman, of the 
Citizens for Participatiorm in Political Action, 
one of the groups behind a high-profile anti- 
Finneran effort that has hosted rallies and 
ballot initiatives for months now. 
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CITY HALL 


McDermott wins without 
mayor’s support 


Brighton realtor Jerry McDermott did on Tuesday what 


he could not do in 1995: win Allston-Brighton’s seat to 
the Boston City Council after winning the preliminary 
election. Seven years ago, McDermott ttoa your 
assistant district attorney, Brian Honan. This time 
McDermott defeated Mark Ciom1 the director of the 
Veronica B. Smith Senior Center. His unofficial margin 
of victory was 424 votes. The special election was held t 
replace Honan, who died in July following cancer 
surgery 

“I'm elated. I'm happy,” McDermott told the Phoenia 
as he was rushing out to meet with City Counci 
president Michael Flaherty. “I'm trving to find out how 
soon will a swearing-in ceremony take 

McDermott comes out of socially conservative Ward 
22, a neighborhood of families and homeowners in ; 
district filled with students and transients. He is a cousin 


of Secretary of State William Galvin, who represented the 
area in the House for nearly two decades before moving 
on to higher office. In the closing days of the campaign 
Ciommo made an issue of the housing crisis, coming out 
modified 

rent control. McDermott opposes Menino’s 


in favor of Mayor Tom Menino’s plan for ¢ 
return to 
plan but supports the more modest Community 
Preservation Act, a proposal that links the building of 
new housing to the preservation of open space. An 
attempt to enact the Community Preservation Act in 
Boston, however, failed at the polls in 2001. McDermott 
narrowly lost Ward 21 which has more students, more 
Russians, and more Jews than the rest of the district 
but the voters of Ward 22 came out in large enough 
numbers to put him over the top 

The election of a new city councilor without any 
assistance from the mayor’s organization represents a 
degree of political uncertainty for Menino. Before Honan 
died, he had become a reliable ally for the mayor. Menino 
reciprocated. He was a regular, for instance, at the 
annual Ward 21 picnic that Honan helped to host. 

“Although I wasn’t [Menino’s] chosen candidate, it 
doesn’t mean I can’t work with him,” McDermott says. 
“I’m going to try to reach out to the mayor.” McDermott 
cited the expansion of Harvard into Allston, housing in 
general, and increasing the police presence in the district 
as areas in which the two might be able to work together. 
“I don’t think the way to help the people of Allston- 
Brighton is to come in kicking the mayor in the shins.” 


— Seth Gitell 


Overthrow Finneran, which asked whether 
their state reps should “be instructed not to 
vote for Thomas Finneran of Boston for 
Speaker.” The measure passed in all 18 
districts. In some, it passed by a two-to-one 
margin. Notes organizer Brian Watson, “We 








book, American: Beyond Our Grandest Notions (Free 
Press). 

Presidential politics is one of Matthews’s areas of 
expertise, and he’s taking a keen interest in the race for the 
2004 Democratic nomination. As a rule, he suggests, all 
presidential races revolve around certain similar themes. 
For instance, there is the issue of the “old breed versus the 
new breed.” Former vice-president Al Gore falls short by 
this measure in two ways: his platform and candidacy 
certainly aren't new, but the old Democratic establishment 
may not embrace him either. “I’m not sure Gore qualifies as 
the establishment candidate,” Matthews says. “The 
establishment is looking for a winner, and Gore isn't it.” 
Gore’s prospects will weaken “if he starts to get knocked off 
in two or three primaries and doesn’t win.” 

Nevertheless, Matthews says, Massachusetts senator 
John Kerry still faces an uphill battle to defeat Gore. The 
pundit adds, however, that he saw something in Kerry when 
the prospective presidential candidate and decorated 
Vietnam veteran participated in an episode of Hardball 
broadcast from the campus of the Citadel, a private military 
academy, in Charleston, South Carolina. There, Kerry led a 
discussion with a roomful of hawkish cadets. “It was 110 
degrees in that room,” Matthews recalls. “Kerry stood his 
ground. He was so strong.” 

in a debate between the senator and the former vice- 
president, Matthews figures Kerry would do well: “In a 
debate with Gore, he’d be awesome.” 
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2003, the first Wednesday of the new 
legislative session, members of the state 
House of Representatives 

will convene to cast 
their ballots for 
Speaker. 



















In anticipation of the upcoming vote, 
Weltman and fellow activists are stepping up 
calls to House members and constituents in 
targeted districts across the state. This 
week, they kicked off an organized “phone 
bank” meant to draw attention to the vote 
and to urge people to put the heat on their 
legislators. The goal: get state reps either to 
abstain from voting for House Speaker 
or to cast a ballot for an as- 

yet-unknown challenger. 

Clearly, the House 

Speaker has become 
Public Enemy Number One 
on Beacon Hill. Last month, 
on Election Day, activists 

managed to show just how 
strong the anti-Finneran 
sentiment is among the 
Massachusetts 
electorate. Voters in 

18 House districts 

across the state 
were presented 
with a nonbinding 
referendum 

sponsored by 


have seen a genuine representation that 
citizens are fed up with Finneran.” 

With an apparent mandate to unseat the 
powerful House Speaker, activists and their 
legislative allies have bandied about various 
names as possible contenders. Reportedly 
in the mix is Dan Bosley, the North Adams 
Democrat who threatened to challenge 
Finneran last year but backed down. Other 
possible candidates include House 
progressives known for their willingness to 
stand up to Finneran: Jay Kaufman (D- 
Lexington), Pat Jehlen (D-Somerville), and 
Anne Paulsen (D-Belmont). 

Whether any reps actually will run 
remains to be seen, of course. At this point, 
activists acknowledge, the push to depose 
the Speaker is still an uphill battle. Finneran, 
after all, has a nasty and well-earned 
reputation for punishing his opponents. If 
reps were to get together and vote against 
Finneran, Watson muses, “you might say 
that there’s safety in numbers.” But alas, he 
adds, “it takes courage to do that.” 

Let’s hope that 81 House members 
have it. 

— Kristen Lombardi 






























believing 


For years, we have told you that people who advertise 
in the Phoenix Personals are cool, attractive people just 
like you. For years, we have asked you to place an ad 
so that you may meet some of these people and see 
just how great they really are. 


Still need more proof? Fine. We’ll print their pictures. 


the people 
behind the words 


see them. hear them. meet them. 
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Ragged Mountain, NH + 603-768-3600 7 Blue Hills, MA + 781-828-5070 


DECEMBER JANUARY 

21-USASA NH Series Giant Slalom 4-Forum Young Blood Series 

28-Infinite Series #1 Slopestyle 16-Infinite Night Big Air #1 
30-infinite Night Big Air #2 

JANUARY 

4-Mountain Dew Vertical Challenge FEBRUARY 

19-Infinite Series #2 Halfpipe 13-Infinite Night Big Air #3 

25-USASA NH Series Hallpipe/Slopestyle 27-infinite Night Big Air #4 

26-USASA NH Series Boardercross 

MARCH 

15-Snowhoarder Magazine World 

Quarterpipe Championships 


FEBRUARY 

1-Infinite Series #3 Boardercross 
8-Ragged Downhill Point it! 
22-infinite Series #4 Street Style 


MARCH 
1-Infinite Series #5 Halfpipe 
29-Eastern Boarder “Last Call" 


TOU “4 t COME Gace 


BoomerANgs 


Present this coupon and save 
$2 on any purchase of 


$10 or more. 
Coupon Valid through 12/31/02 


Boomerangs is Boston's best place 
to shop for New and Recycled Fashions, 
Cd's, Housewares, Electronics, Home 
Furnishings and other Great Stuff. 


Every Donation or Purchase 
helps Prevent and fight AIDS.. 


716 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 
617-524-5120 
Mon-Sat- 10:30 to 7 
Sunday 12 to 6 
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AIDS Action Committee 


| Services. 


BoomeRANAs 


YOU tt COME BACK 


\ Your Purchase benefits 
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BARENAKED LADIES =) V5 
a7£. | HEARTBREAKERS 


IN- THEIR GREATEST ROCK & ROLL SHOW EVER 


BARELAKED NADIES 
THE ULTIMATE VIDEO RETROSPECTIVE iia 
On Sale! ea JACKSON BROWNE 


DVD includes ALL 17 of their music videos, 
7 live tracks, hilarious band commentary $44? $4299 
DvD co 


and a Bonus ReVoice Karaoke Feature. 


S | ool f 
DISC ONE: ALL THEIR GREATEST HITS (1991-2001) B) Wa { #4 — 
CD features 19 of BNL’s most popular songs, including 2 ! Ali i | 4 
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brand new tracks all on one album and all for one low price 
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BOTH COLLECTIONS AVAILABLE IN STORES NOW | way: ie ay ‘al 
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TICKET PRICE 
e S47 506 


New Location! 
Beverly Plaza, Beverly. MA 
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SOUTH SHORE 


Web MUSIC & VIDEO 
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SeomeacmeEn = ELMO 
THE LAST DJ" THE NEW ALBUM IN STORES NOW 
© 2002 Trans World Entertainment. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. Void where prohibited by law. December 2002 GE 
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shots 


From your holiday office party to an 
intimate family get-together, Boston 
'=}1lit-|ge Mm @i| 0] om-lerele)aslaalelel-|4-1-m 1016] mmal-\-10 |) 
Tamme lalaat-ineial-1e mj a'4(-m 


(O]U] ae -1(-s2z- 1a) ame) ai'c-)e-mmavialend(e)am cele lantcm-lalem-> Coll alarcam (eler-lale)ar) 
on the main floor provide the ideal setting for holiday 
events. Boston Billiard Club specializes in 
accommodating parties ranging from 

10 to 500 guests. 
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Boston Billiard Club 
126 Brookline Avenue 
Boston, MA [617] 536.POOL 
www.bostonbilliardclub.com 










THE SKI AND RIDE» 
FREE AT LOON NIGHT 
Paolo) nV e)0)\) 


NEW HAMPSHIRE'S #1 WINTER MOUNTAIN 













Come to The Bell In Hand 

y, Tavern (located at 45 Union 
(a St - across from City Hall 
ma F-P4-) IM Mall g-ver-)\am DY-Loc-1 en] o-1 
12th from 8pm -10pm.Sign 
up to win Loon Mountain 

lift tickets to be given out 
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| TWO - acikelelan 





a 


EiSest season pass 
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DON'T MISS LOON MOUNTAIN COLLEGE WEEK JANUARY 6TH-10TH 


PLUS, SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON RENTALS AND EXTREME SNOW TUBING. 
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WHITNEY HOUSTON 
“Just Whitney...” 
$13.99 CD 









Burritos & Tacos To Gol! TONLSSERCTON 










TONI BRAXTON 
“More Than A Woman” 
$13.99 CD 






Best Burrito in Boston 
1998, 1999, 2001 & 2002. 


-Boston Magazine 









1 AVRIL LAVIGNE 
“Let Go” 
$13.99 CD 








Open Everyday 10a.m. to 11p.m 








1412 Beacon Street * Coolidge Corner * Brookline * 739-7300 
446 Harvard Street * Brookline * 277-7111 
822 Somerville Ave. * Porter Square * Cambridge * 661-8500 
236A Elm St. * Davis Square * Somerville * 666-3900 
















TE GENDS 
IN THE MAKING 









TLC 
“3D” 
$13.99 CD 








DAVID GRAY 
“A New Day At Midnight” 
$13.99 CD 










ELVIS 
“30 #1 Hits” 
$15.99 CD - Part of 2 for $30 sale 


Hundreds of titles Now on Sale - 2 for $30! 
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¥ 


ln t=] 0h4=1 ee] © 1-1 el eee a elelallele|— 
617-868-9696 

© 24 Winter Street, Downtown Crossing 
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e The Mall at Chestnut Hill 
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Get to know your Boston Bruins 
Buy the OFFICIAL YEARBOOK at your local: 
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The Boston Phoenix has been covering 
the trends and events that shape our times 
since 1966. The following selections 
culled from our back files, were compiled 
by Lauren Ladoceour. 


Wild game 
years ago: 
December 12, 1997 

Lions and tigers, beware. Meaty beasts 
from all parts of the food chain were in 
danger of finding themselves on a plate 
smothered in butter sauce, wrote Theresa 
Regli. 

“In part, the hunger for unusual meats 
is the carnivores’ backlash against the 
anti-meat attitudes of the late "80s and 
early ‘90s. Tired of being bombarded with 
the message that meat equals murder (o1 
heart disease), meat eaters have begun 
to revel in their choice, much in the way 
that people annoyed by the antismoking 
movement have gleefully embraced 
cigars 

“Now ostrich and buffalo are raised on 
ranches in the US, and in Africa the same 
goes for lion, giraffe, and other animals 
that Americans are used to seeing in 
ZOOS. . 

“Although jungle animals aren't likely 
to become dietary staples in the US any- 
time soon, don’t be surprised if you see 
buffalo and kangaroo being served in 
more and more restaurants.’ 


Class clowns 


1 | se ago: 

December 11, 1992 

Caryl Rivers pulled out her bitch-slap 
and saluted the year’s dimwits, from 
Gennifer Flowers to Clarence Thomas. 

“The Night Court Awards go to 
Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas 
and Sol Wachtler, ex—chief judge of the 
New York Appeals Court. . . . 

“Thomas took his seat on the Supreme 
Court, but quick, which three words do 
you instantly associate with him: writ of 
certiorari or Long Dong Silver? 

“The Italian-American Anti- Defama- 
tion Award goes to Gennifer Flowers, for 
her taped comments about Mario Cuomo 
and the Mafia. Gennifer also gets Worst 
Dye Job honors for those dark roots, and 





FLOWERS: showing her roots. 


a permanent place in the Bimbo Hall of 
Fame with Donna Rice, Marla Maples, 
and Margo Adams.” 


Bull market 


15 years ago: 
December 11, 1987 

Owen Gleiberman delved into the 
world of designer-label-wearing, BMW- 
driving yuppies in Oliver Stone’s Wall 
Street. 

“Wall Street should have been the film 
that gave the yuppies their due, the one 
that put you in touch with the thrill of 
capitalism. After all, we’ve heard enough 
about these young professional brats — 
about their single-mindedness, their 
greed, their quest for the ultimate design- 
er ice cream. Why not a movie that got 
inside their ambitions, that let us taste the 
temptation of life in the upwardly mobile 
lane? But no, Oliver Stone has come to 
Wall Street not to sympathize with the 
new young rich but to chastise them. . . . 
But the way Stone has conceived the 
movie, you have no choice but to watch 
the hero’s descent into high-rollerdom 





and quietly shake your head in disap 
proval. Stone has more in common with 
the brokers than he knows. He doesn’t 
just leave you with a predictable, money 
isn’t-everything message. He sells it 

for two hours.” 


American gigolo 


20%." ago: 
December 14, 1982 

While shopping in Harvard Square, 
Anita Diamant found some new eye 
candy in beefcake calendars. Hello, M1 
February 

‘But calendars are just the tip of the 
uh, iceberg. The wonderful world of T&A 
has everywhere been joined by the mar- 
velous mass of pecs and glutes. Turn on 
almost any action-adventure show on the 
tube and you. will find a handsome, often 
shirtless hero seeking to turn you on, too 
Where ex-model Farrah Fawcett once 
ruled, there is ex-model Tom Selleck 

‘With today’s beefcake, you don’t have 
to see to believe. Even as you read this 
somewhere in your vicinity a Top 40 
radio station is playing the anthem. It’s 
Diana Ross's latest hit single, .in which 
she repeatedly growls, ‘| want muscles 
The reprise goes, ‘I don’t care if he’s 
young or old, just make him beautiful. | 
just want someone | can hold onto.” ” 


Playmates 


2 By years ago: 

December 13, 1977 

Kit Rachlis marked the Ramones as 
bunch of good old-fashioned neighbor 
hood boys. 

“The Ramones have always looked 
more boyish than belligerent, more pre- 
pared for a pick-up game of basketball 





THE RAMONES: /tarimless hoods 


than a street fight. They are leather-jack- 
eted, blue-jeaned hoods made harmless 
by the conscious exaggeration of their 
pose. Which is exactly their point, for 
their music turns expectations upside 
down. Playing at brutally high volume, 
violating speed limits with their rhythms, 











Phoenix flashbacks 


offering up such titles as ‘Beat the Brat 
and “Teenage Lobotomy,’ the Ramones 
despite and because of all this (the terms 
are interchangeable in their case), are 
among the most playful bands in all rock 
n’ roll 

‘They are the kind of band who drive 
polished musicians crazy, because they 
love rock ’n’ roll for its melodrama and 
nonsense 
Ladies of soul 
3 years ago: 

December 12, 1972 

The gospel group the Staple Singers 
found out during their 1972 tour that 
gospel and pop are not the same, wrote 
Joe Mcl wen 

“The Staple Singers still seem ill at 
ease trying to straddle the fence between 
gospel and soul music As a group the 
Staple Singers are the freshest act in soul 
and ‘I'll Take You There’ must be 
considered one of the finest singles of the 
year. But it seems time for the Staple 
Singers to get off the fence. Perhaps they 


MUSIC 


face the same problem that plagued 
Aretha for so long: to sing non-gospel 
songs with the same consistency and fer 
vor put into gospel music 


Return to sender 


350" ago: 
December 13, 1967 

Stephen Mindich left the Charles Play 
house's 3 Bags Full empty-handed and 
unfulfilled 

“| | lhe Charles Playhouse 
sen three short theatrical pieces for pro- 
duction 
rately be called a play 

“The first of the triple-header is a pre 
miere performance of Howard Sackler’s 
The Nine O'Clock Mail. Instead of a play, 
Mr. Sackler has come up with one 
overextended, semi-comical skit about a 
36-year-old mail/male nut. . 

“Despite attempts by the playwright to 
give the work some relevance by drawing 
the obvious homonymic connection be 
tween the character's desire for mail and 
his subliminal desire for ‘male’; despite 


has cho 


only one of which can accu 


the energetic performances by the two ac 
tors, and despite Michael Murray's often 
visually humorous staging and a surprise 
ending, The Nine O'Clock Mail would 
have been better left undelivered.” 


Where are they now? 

Caryl Rivers is a professor of journal- 
ism at Boston University and a freelance 
writer for national newspapers and maga 
zines. Owen Gleiberman is a film critic 
for Entertainment Weekly, Kit Rachlis is 
the editor of Los Angeles Magazine 
Stephen Mindich is publisher and chair of 
the Phoenix Media/Communications 
Group 


reality Check by david sipress 
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outrageous pizzas 
pizzowraps 
pizzo-dillas 

heros 

pastas 

ribs 


UMass Boston 





A Great University in a Great City 


Kiplinger's Ranks | 
UMass Boston a 
“Best Value” 





Kiplinger’s Personal 
Finance magazine 
recently surveyed more 
than 500 U.S. public 
colleges and universities, 
coming up with a list 
of 100 great schools 


with reasonable price 
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* 80 taps * 21 pool tables 





tags and the University 
of Massachusetts 
Boston is among them. 
As one of the country’s 
100 best public college 
values, UMass Boston 
combines great 


academics with 





affordable tuition. 


U. 


UMASS 


BOSTON 





FREE ANONYMOUS 
HIV SCREENING 


Sharewood Project 
(http://sharewood.med.tufts.edu) 
Tuesdays, 6-10pm, 2nd floor 
Center United Methodist Church 
7 Washington Street 
Malden, MA 02148 


(Malden T-Stop on the Orange Line) 


Spring Classes Begin January 27 
To learn more, visit 
www.umb.edu 

or call 617.287.6000 
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urban buy 


Geek speak 


High-tech stocking stuffers for the gearhead in your life 


ADGET FREAK. Gearhead. Early adopter. Computer nerd. Pro- 

peller head. Whatever term you prefer, chances are you know 

at least one: someone who thinks nothing of hooking up a cof- 
feemaker to her home-computer network or tinkering with his own flux 
capacitor. So if an orange and two boxes of Chiclets are way too ana- 
log for you or your favorite technology fanatic, these inexpensive high- 
tech stocking stuffers are to sure satisfy. 

For a geek on the go, nothing says sexy mobile computing like a 
flash memory device for transporting data. Don't worry; the iRock 
MP3 player ($59.97) from your local RadioShack won't reveal its pri- 
vates unless you take it apart. The iRock uses SmartMedia memory 
cards (64MB/$39.99, 128MB/$69) to store up to 192MB of music 
(that’s approximately 3.5 hours of Devo) downloaded from your Win- 
dows-compatible PC via USB connection. And you can record your 
own ramblings with the Digital Voice Recorder with Super Direction- 
al Microphone ($89). It can record up to 90 minutes of audio in long- 

play mode, and even down- 
load recorded audio files to 
your Windows PC via USB. 
During the holidays, 
gadget freaks like to get 
their drink on, too, and 
what better way to become 
master of ceremonies than 
with the Bar Master 
($29.95) from the Sharper 
Image? This PDA-size 
gadget comes in an oh-so- 
hip flask shape and con- 
tains a database of 500 
popular drink recipes, 
searchable by name, cate- 
gory, ingredients, alcohol 


‘PHOTOS COURTESY GF THE WeB 


type, or occasion. The database even includes mixing tricks and 
terms and tips for setting up your own bar. When the evening reach- 
es its inevitable lampshade denouement, blow into the Digital Alco- 
hol Breath Tester ($99.95) to 
see how geeky you’ve become. 
The tester sounds an alert if you 
register a blood-alcohol content 
of .05 percent or higher and 
comes with two reusable mouth- 
pieces. 

The Ghost of Technology Past 
would appreciate the Atari Clas- 
sic TV Games Controller 
($24.99), available at the Elec- 
tronics Boutique. Go way retro 

ee with this Atari 2600 joystick that 
° www.Kidzmouse.com. attaches to a TV via an RCA jack 
and contains 10 classic Atari 
video games, including Adventure, Real Sports Volleyball, Gravitar, 
Video Olympics, Circus Atari, Yar’s Revenge, Asteroids, Centipede, 
Breakout, and Missile Command. Parachute pants and painter cap 
are not included. 

Finally, you can’t forget stocking stuffers for those carbon-based 
geeks-in-training we also like to call “kids.” It’s never too early to 
get them pointed in the right direction, and the KidzMouse line of 
children’s mice ($19.99) will help. Both Mac and PC compatible, 
the mice come in three characters — MollyMouse, CoolBug, and 
BenjieBee. If junior doesn’t have the opposable-thumb thing down yet, 
no worries; the KidzMouse is designed for smaller hands and 
activates computer action when the mouse’s head is squeezed. 
They're available at Microcenter and online at www 
-kidzmouse.com. 


Where to get it: 

¢ Electronics Boutique, various 
locations, www.ebgames.com. 

¢ Microcenter, 727 Memorial 
Drive, Cambridge, (617) 234- 
6400, www.microcenter.com. 

* RadioShack, various loca- 
tions, www.radioshack.com. 

¢ Sharper Image, various 
locations, www.sharperimage 


— Atticus Fisher 


moon signs 


BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


IS WEEK, the waxing moon makes for a super 
shopping vibe. As is our tradition, we'll include gift-buy- 

ing tips and hints in this week's column. Fire signs (Aries, 
Leo, and Sagittarius) welcome labor-saving devices, in- 
structional manuals, and educational tools. Earth signs 
(Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn) could use containers, 
adornment, and “cuteness.” Air signs (Gemini, Libra, and 
Aquarius) want the disposable, the consumable, and the 
hand-crafted. Water signs (Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces) 
hope for objects related to gardening, home crafts, and 
relaxation. And all would enjoy my Moonsigns calendar 
for 2003 — phases of the moon and daily entries. Visit 
www.moonsigns.net for info. 

Thursday, December 12 

Waxing moon in Aries. An impatient kind of day, espe- 

cially for folks who are already outspoken. Aries, mis- 
speaking is a theme for the next three weeks, and today you 
could have a case of the blurts. Scorpio could be too sensitive 
for words, though still a love magnet. Today, the pressure is on to 
be sensitive and efficient. Virgo, whining about things/people be- 
yond your jurisdiction is a waste of your time 


Friday, December 13 

Waxing moon in Aries. Good day for medical stuff for 

fire-sign folks. Aries, today through Saturday, your im- 
pulse will be to play the minute waltz in 59 seconds. Make sure 
you're a demon about efficiency as well! Gemini may need to re- 
vise plans yet again, particularly for business that's been rattling 
along for the past three weeks. Cancer, no confrontations until 
Monday. 


Saturday, December 14 

Waxing moon in Aries/Taurus. The moon is VOC after 

lunch until late, so hang on to your receipts. (Shop for 
barbeque equipment and hats.) Great day for getting hold of “the 
wrong end of the stick.” Don't presume, especially late-April and 
October babies. Aries, love stuff should be fun today, the sillier 
the better. Taurus, if you're holding a grudge, is it showing? 
Pisces is on call to do soothing and placating. VOC 12:18 to 
8:43 p.m 


Sunday, December 15 

Waxing moon in Taurus. Good day for shopping, if you 

can stand rudeness (buy turtlenecks, jewelry, or piggy 
banks). Aries, have your emotions caught up to your actions yet? 
Gee, you're cute. Libra, the weekend won't be complete unless 
you get strung out. Carry throat lozenges. Sagittarius, don’t mess 
with the Taurus/Leo/Aquarius brigade. Capricorn may need to 
set limits — on everyone 


Monday, December 16 

Waxing moon in Taurus. Venus + Mars opposite the 

moon means domestic troubles between the genders. 
Ladies, are you being huffy for no good reason? (Earth and 
water mamas especially.) Taurus, take the lead in work and ro- 
mance — don’t wait for permission. Leo and Aquarius may feel 
squeezed between those they love and those to whom they're 
“obligated.” Short answer: hold off decisions until Wednesday. 
VOC 9:11 p.m. to 5:43 a.m. 


Tuesday, December 17 

Waxing moon in Gemini. Another fabulous shopping 

day, particularly for CDs and communication gizmos. 
Great day for marriage, also. Romance for Taurus could make 
the bull nervous — let other people show they care. Capricorn, 
droliness is your tool today; turn the incompetence of others into 
a “set piece.” VOC 12:11 to 8:43 a.m 


Wednesday, December 18 

Waxing moon in Gemini. Excellent day for writing, par- 

ticularly for Gemini and Libra. Gemini, keep the water- 
sign folks on your side — they'll help explain you to the world. 
Aquarius, you have a problem with limits right now. See if you 
can extend the boundaries. Pisces, hold off on telling everyone 
what you really think. That ain’t going down right today. a 


Key to Moon Signs 


This horoscope traces the passage of the moon, not the sun. 
Simply read from day to day to watch the moon's influence as it 
moves through the signs of the zodiac. 

When the moon is in your sun sign, you are beginning a new 
28-day emotional cycle, and you can expect increased insight 
and emotionality. When the moon moves into the sun sign 
opposite yours (see below), expect to have difficulties dealing 
with the opposite sex, family, or authority figures; social or 
romantic activities will not be at their best. 

When the moon is in Aries, it opposes Libra, and vice versa. 
Other oppositions are Taurus/Scorpio, Gemini/Sagittarius, 
Cancer/ Capricorn, Leo/Aquarius, and Virgo/Pisces. The moon 
Stays in each sign approximately two and a half days. 

As the moon moves between signs, it will sometimes 
become “void of course,” making no major angles to 
planets. Consider this a null time aiid try to avoid making or 
implementing decisions if you can. 

For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign horoscopes and advice 
column, visit our Web site at www.bostonphoenix.com. 

Symboiine Dai can be reached at sally@moonsigns.net. 
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Ring in the New Year! 


Pool, dancing, DJ, buffet, a champagne toast, party 
i> Ye) 6 Seen | 9s ©Y-| ey maa al- Ma g-lelid(elal-lalem-|imiale/|ele(-\em-): 
={es-1 ce) am =j/1it-| gem @716] oem (-)),\am 4-1 -| te A ee = 


9 pm to 1 am for just $125 per table of 4* 
or $35 per person (6 person maximum) 21+ only 


Come and have a blast as we countdown to 2003. 
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certiticates. 


Gift certifieates are valid 
for Nashoba Valley Ski Area, 
Nashoba Valley Snow Tubing 

Park, and at the Outlook 

Restaurant and Lounge. 


a 100% SNOWMAKING 
£2, 45 MINUTES FROM BOSTON 


<)Z> SKI SCHOOL PACKAGES FOR ALL AGES 


Si SHORTER LIFT LINES 


Visit www.skinashoba.com 
for more information 
or to placé an order 


AS oba 


sf OPEN 7 DAYS & 7. NIGHTS 


<i EXPERIENCED 
GROOMING FLEET 


Ke RENTAL EQUIPMENT 
AVAILABLE 


< ae SNOW TUBING PARK 


> LIFT TICKETS 
STARTING AT $22°* 


_ POWERS ROAD, WESTFORD, MA * 978-692-3033 * SNOWPHONE: 1-800-400-SNOW 
WEEKDAYS: SAM TO 10PM * WEEKENDS; 8:30AM TO 10PM 


“ADULT NIGHT TICKET, 7 DAYS A WEEK 


MANFAT IAN 


. 
; 
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of Authentic Sports Jerseys from: 


Mitchell & Thess iBteted blo) 54 
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DOWNTOWN CROSSING, BOSTON 
CENTRAL SQUARE, CAMBRIDGE 
617-876-9080 617 22-3370 
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OUT THERE 


These days, ‘maleness'’ Is all 
the rage. On television, that is. 


A few good 


men? 


BY JAY JAROCH 


T’S THE HOLIDAY season. And here’s 

some advice for men that you won't hear 

from Dr. Phil or Dr. Drew or even Dr 
Quinn: eat up, boys. 

Yes, stuff your face. Let some food drop 
down your shirt, then look up at the rest of 
the table like a dog who’s been caught 
drinking out of the toilet. To top it off, undo 
a button and stick your hand in your pants. 
Why? Because if what we see on television is 
to be believed, that’s the height of masculini- 
ty, baby. That’s the seductive “come hither” 
for the new millennium. No New Year’s res- 
olutions needed. Your out-of-shape body, 
average job, and total resignation are the 
stuff of which female fantasies are made 

Don’t believe me? Just turn on the tube 
From sit-coms to advertising, this is what 
men are being sold. No longer are Holly 
wood and Madison Avenue trying to make 
“I want to be like that guy!” Now 
they're selling us, “That guy wants to be like 
me!” Gone are the days of Magnum, PI. and 
the Marlboro Man. Today’s king lives in 
Queens, He’s your average paid-by-the-hout 
stiff with a couple of ome-liners and a few 
extra pounds, yet he still manages to marry 
Leah Remini. And he ain’t the only royal in 
prime time..From Sull Standing.to According 
to Jim to Bud Light commercials, TV men 


men say 


are beer-swilling louts going about their me 
nial routines, somehow surrounded by these 
omni-competent b ayer who weigh about as 
much as their duvet covers. It's Fat Guy and 
His Hot Wife, tonight at eight on ABC 

On the surface, this is nothing new. Tele 
vision has always trafficked in packaged fan 
tasy. And when it comes to what’s beamed 
into our living rooms, we should all be pre 
pared to suspend some disbelief. | mean, I'll 
take a car that talks and solves crimes. I'll 
assume Stone Phillips's breathless intensity 
is genuine. And sure, that’s Joan Rivers’s 
face. But when a guy like Jim Belushi is mar 
ried to a woman like Courtney Thorne 
Smith, haven't we gone too far? 

Or should I say, haven’t we men gone too 
far? As anyone who’s dated since Webster 
went off the air will tell you, these scenarios 
are total horseshit. Top-shelf women didn’t 
suddenly start dating Old Crow men, and 
nothing has happened to make moping 
around all weekend in sweatpants and an 
NFL replica jersey sexy. In other words, 
Julia Roberts hasn’t come down from her 
perch to marry her cameraman ... er, 
scratch that 

It’s easy to see how these TV pairings 
would irritate women, the implication being 
that a woman doesn’t want an attractive, 
ambitious man who challenges her and 
treats her as an equal; no, she wants one 
whose best years were in high school and 
who cracks wise about the in-laws. In other 
words, according to ABC’s own According to 
Jim Web site, they want “a simpler man who 
makes her laugh” and “a husband who 
knows that the key to a good marriage is 
nodding when your wife talks.” All these 
ideas are insulting enough. And that’s to say 
nothing of how these shows contribute to 
the idea that a woman on TV must look a 
certain way, while men are allowed to ap- 
pear pretty much however they please. Per- 
sonally, I’ve always found the difference in 
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weather forecasters interesting: the women 
all look like former Miss America contest- 
ants, while the roly-poly men do Parade 
magazine interviews about how much better 
life is since they got their stomachs stapled. 

What I don’t understand is why putting 
forth the idea that men are these vanquished 
iiber-slobs doesn’t offend, well, men. Is this 
really our fantasy? Listlessness and a hot 
mommy-wife? In the past, at least we delud- 
ed ourselves. We wanted to be James Dean, 
Steve McQueen, Frank Sinatra. We wanted 
to be rebels and tough guys and Indiana 
Joneses. Even David Lee Roth, if that was 
your thing. But now we seem to be content 
with David Schwimmer, a man who plods 
across the screen with all. the.excitement.of a 
guy whose girlfriend just taePhiny his*cock 
isn’t big enough. Men on TV today are lazy 
infantile, and defeated. And.they’re portanapsead 
that way not so we can look down off them: 
it's so we can relate to them. No wonder we 
don’t find it all that offensive. It’s us! And 
check out our wives! 

But \ 

ociety moves forward, we’ve been forced t 

cede more and more of our power to women. 
And instead of adapting, we're throwing in 
the towel and pretending. We've replaced 
masculinity with some sort of pathetic “male- 
ness.” Perhaps this phenomenon is best cap 
tured by the new Coors Light campaign, 
which has us imagining we're watching foot 
ball, boozing, and “eating way too much,” 
and still getting it from a pair of twins in 
cheerleader outfits. If this is a slippery slope 
we're in serious trouble: tomorrow Miller 
Lite will have us dressed like Fred Flintstone, 
dragging women around by the hair and 
shaking our bones at the camera. I mean, 
today it’s Mark Addy and Jami Gertz; tomor- 
row it’s Larry Flynt and Michelle Pfeiffer. It’s 
time to stop the madness and come to grips 
with this immutable fact 
attract women. It gets you Maced. 

Just imagine a TV sit-com that starred 
Roseanne as a wife who, when she’s not 
bitching about her job at Yankee Candle 
Company, sits around with her college 
friends and watches reruns of A Dating 
Story, then A Wedding Story, then A Baby 
Story, until her husband kicks them all out 
so he can tell Roseanne how wonderful she 
is. Oh, and her husband is played by Brad 
Pitt. Come on they'd have to run it on the 
Sci Fi Channel. 

I think maybe it’s time men applied a frac- 
tion of that cynicism to the TV marriages 
we're buying into, because that’s not the 
stuff female fantasies are made of. But don’t 
take my word for it or Dr. Phil’s or Dr. 
Drew's. 

Just ask Dr. Quinn. & 


“maleness” doesn’t 


Jay Jaroch, who is no longer welcome at 
Hooters, can be reached at jayjaroch@msn.com. 
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into your old Shoe« You can click or just call 


Donate lt won't matter at all 
your old shoes, 
GET 20” OFF 


a new pair 
Donate any brand at the 
New Balance Factory Store 
We give them to area 
homeless shelters 
- max donation three pair - AER LINGUS 


GSO one a terme a et Came tO cee a omy, @erfares 
t Plus, get 20” OFF any i 
I single apparel item with this ad | BOSTON TO IRELAND 
g (excludes socks & accessories) J 
i ee ed $99" 
Discount only valid with this ad now through December 31, 2002. JANUARY 10, 2003 
New Balance Factory Store locations only. 1 item discounted per donation. THROUGH 


Cannot combine with any other offers. All shoes FACTORY FEBRUARY 28. 2003 


SECOND/DISCONTINUED. Discounts off factory store prices. Cannot apply to = * 
prior sales, sale prices or other offers. S$ 4 





aerlingus.com 


"ONE-WAY BASED ON ROUNDTRII 
anna TRATES 1-800-IRISH-AIR 


e on a way quickly. Rates th 


Aer Lingus < of 


LAWRENCE, MA 
Union St 


c fe »S 
call toll free SnOWNIBeAN, me NORWAY, ME call tol free 
1.87 Pye OR 2 56 Mait 1 St. 1 Hit 
7867) 7867 


207 7 Hy: 33 7444 
Mastercard ¢ Visa « Discover ¢ Amex penis accepted 


For first quality merchandise, call our dealer hotline, 1-800-253-SHOE, or visit 
Decathon Sports 
Sorry, Factory Store offers not valid at dealer locations 


King and Two bedded rooms, One and Two 
Secdroom Suites, king Jacuzzi rooms, |lair dryers, 
Iron and boards, coffee makers, pay-per-view 
movies, Nintendo, 27” color PV's, Indoor heated 


- X - RESS’ pool, Llot Pub, Exereise facility, Business Center, 
(silt Shop, Guest Laundry and Indoor corridors. 


HOTEL ¢ SUITES 


Vermont Ski Rate: s 


Sunday - Thursday = & 


feroieeannts, | $85.95 
Will Include... | a3 assortment of muffins, Friday § Saturday 
Map to all downhill and Fre ich toast, waffles, cold ,and hot 


ereal, fruit salad, j dcoffee’ $99.95 
Cross country ski =. it ‘oe , juices: ‘an cotiee: 


locations in southern gts. (excluding Hetiday Weekends) : 


Vermont. » \ 86 Luxuriously sft Rates are based on 1-4 | 3 
STR ee” decorated rooms. 
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182 MASS AVE, BOSTON Was Rachel Carson a fraud and is DDT actually safe for 

humans? According to Marjorie Mazel Hecht and [San Jose 
) | 7- 450-0009 State University] professor j Gordon Edwards at www 

21stcenturysciencetech.com, DDT is safe and indeed saved 
and can save human lives, and Rachel Carson’s Silent 
Spring is full of lies. According to them, the banning of DD1 
was politically motivated and went against the majority of 
scientific opinion. What's the truth here? 


BY CECIL ADAMS 





Craig Sheldon 


Claiming Silent Spring (1962) is full of lies is a bit harsh. 
Let’s say it contains certain statements at variance with the facts 
as we now understand them. I’m willing to believe this was a 
natural result of the fledgling state of environmental science at 
the time, whereas right-wing conspiracy theorists (who appar- 
ently include the parties you mention — Hecht supports crank- 
for-all-seasons Lyndon LaRouche) see it as evidence of a cam- 
paign of deceit by the liberal cabal. We could spend pages de 
bating the details, but the bottom line is this: soaking the biota 
in DDT like it was bubble bath, standard practice at the time 
Silent Spring was written, was a bad thing, and Carson was 
right to condemn it. But refusing to use DDT because of exag- 
gerated fears of environmental damage is, in some circum- 
stances, far worse. 

Rachel Carson, a biologist and writer wh@worked for many 
years for the US Fish and Wildlife Service, is widely credited 
with catalyzing the modern environmental movement. Silent 
Spring was the first popular book to call attention to the dangérs 
of indiscriminate introduction of pesticides and other chemicals 
into the environment. Carson’s principal target was DDT (if 
you really want to impress the ladies, Craig, tell them it stands 
for dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane), a Chéap and effective ins 
sécticide first employed on a large scale during World’"War II to 
control typhus and malaria. After the war, DDT was widely 
used in the United States in agriculture and in mosquito-abate- 
ment programs 

Part of what made DDT appealing was its broad spectrum 


« . : > ‘ : 
SATURDAY, MARCH 1st - °$ pm it can kill not just one or two but hundreds of insect species 


The Roxy - Boston (not to mention various other types of wildlife, especially fish, if 


you aren't careful about overspraying or runoff into streams). 
Carson took this fact and ran with it, rhetorically speaking 
¥ she claimed that DDT and other pesticides would destroy all 

ie at The Orpheum Bhelsrelits living things, and that they should properly be termed “bio- 
cides.” Among other things, the book claims that DDT inter- 
feres with bird reproduction and causes cancer in humans; after 
its publication the chemical was linked to the thinning of 
eggshells in some avian species. The Environmental Protection 
Agency was created in 1970, in no small part due to Silent 
Spring, and two years later DDT became the first chemical it 
banned. Most other industrialized nations followed suit, and 
pressured Third World countries to do the same. 

Many of Carson’s claims were overblown. While DDT is 
highly toxic to insects and fish and can poison other animals in 
large enough doses, in moderate amounts it’s not especially 
harmful to birds and mammals, including humans. (Ironically, 
the EPA's own judge agreed, but was overruled by its chief ad- 
ministrator.) No one has conclusively proven that DDT can 


THE ORPHEUM THEATRE 


give you cancer. The cause of eggshell thinning is likewise poor- 
ly understood. 

On the other hand, DDT is demonstrably effective at control- 
ling mosquitoes and other insects that transmit malaria and ty- 
phus. Thanks principally to DDT, in the years after World War 
I] malaria was eradicated in the US and sharply curtailed in 
many tropical countries. In recent years, however, the disease 
has staged a comeback, and has even reappeared sporadically in 
the United States. The resurgence of malaria is due to a variety 
of factors, including changes in land use and possibly climate, 
and some experts say the phasing out of DDT is one of them. 

I don’t mean to suggest that DDT is benign. On the con- 
trary, it’s a potent contact toxin. But its drawbacks have to be 


i wanes 20th ! - { ) weighed against its benefits. Malaria currently infects 300 to 


500 million people annually, mostly in Africa, and causes as 

8 pm Wednesday April oth at 8 pm many as 2.7 million deaths. Alternative methods of mosquito 
mee. control cost more and are less effective. DDT isn’t a panacea. 
But it remains an important tool, and in a time of rising global 
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¢ Programs for Borrowers with Problem Credit ¢ Call for FREE Credit Report 
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Want your house featured here? Call 1-888-468-SOLD 
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Colonial 

% 4 bedroom 
3.5 bath 

m (Ad #14021) 


Federal 
3 bedroom 
2.5 bath 
(Ad #14015) 


Split Level 

3 bedroom 
1.5 bath 

(Ad #NH3954) 


Ranch 
4 bedroom 
2 bath 
(Ad #12478) 


Swampscott — $459,000 


Ranch 

4 bedroom 
1.5 bath 
(Ad #13116) 
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Franklin — $305,000 
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ae 3 bedroom 
i 2 bath 
(Ad #14384) 
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oat Ranch 


3 bedroom 
2 bath 
(Ad #14332) 
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1.5 bath 
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5 bedrooms 
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6 bedroom 
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4 bedroom 
3 bath 

(Ad #8366) 


Natick — $449,900 
Colonial 
oe 5 bedroom 
id jg Ra 3 bath 


ME (Ad #13407) 


mer. 


Lincoin — $869,000 


Contemp 
4 bedroom 
2.5 bath 
(Ad #14485) 


Cumberland, RI — $455,000 


* Colonial 


*" 2.5 bath 
& (Ad #RI1188) 


* Ranch 

= 3 bedroom 
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Pats fans are a community — except 
when it comes to giant boogers 


It’s always 
something 


BY SEAN GLENNON 


OR THE MOST part, | was feeling 

lucky. Almost entirely so, in fact, ex- 

cept for the matter of one giant 
booger. It sat there staring at me, daring 
me to turn to the left, calling me to check 
every now and again to see“f it was still 
there. It always was. And after a while it got 
to be much too late to tell the guy whose 
nose it was hanging out of (if indeed there 
was ever a good time). 

But I’m getting to the booger too soon. 
Better to back up a little bit, and start 
somewhere near the beginning. 

It was an odd day, different in virtually 
every way from what I'd imagined. To begin 
with, | ended up in Gillette Stadium, which 
was not at all what I’d expected. 

I’d driven out to Foxborough after my 
original plans for the Patriots-Bills game fell 
through at the last minute. I figured I'd 
walk the parking lots and see what I could 
see. | thought | might run into some tail- 
gaters somewhere who didn’t have tickets 


no's 2nd Annual Holiday Extravaganca 


Carl Atkins - Bill Lowe 


Boston Jazz Repertory Orchestra 


special Guests Dominique Eade and Curtis King 


Saturday December 21st 8:00PM 
Copley Theatre» 225 Clarendon St « Downtown Boston 


Tickets On-Line at www.jcmcsite,com 


Contact Equinox at 617-308-7332 
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and who were planning to 
stay outside and watch the 
game in their RV. I figured 
maybe I could talk them 
into taking me in. 

| was having no luck with 
that, and beginning to think 
I should have just parked 
myself at a nice cozy sports 
bar somewhere, when I stum- 
bled into one of the fundraising 
stations that Children’s Hospital 
had set up along Route 1. A guy 
in there was looking for face value, 
$75, for a ticket that had been do- 
nated. The money would go to the 
hospital. | gave him $100, thinking my 
good luck and his good cause had to be 
worth at least a 33 percent mark-up. | 
brushed off the thank-yous (feeling like it’s 
not really charity if you get something in re- 
turn) and headed for Gillette. 

| wondered as | hurried up Route 1, 
pushing my way into the increasingly dense 
pedestrian traffic, whether the seat I'd 


info@jcmcsite.com 


TIM WALKER 


bought really was the good one the Chil- 
dren’s Hospital guy had promised. I wasn’t 
really thinking about seating charts when | 
was buying the ticket (I was getting into a 
football game and giving money to help 
sick kids, which is plenty all by itself), but 
now | couldn’t help but think about where 
section 240 might be. 


& 


1-8 


I left off pondering my seat 
for a while as | stood in a thick 
crowd of people waiting to cross 
the highway. At that point it was 
more interesting to eavesdrop 
on conversations about Drew 
Bledsoe, who was back in town 
with the Bills; the Tennessee Ti- 
tans, the dangerous, streaking 
AFC South team the Pats will 
face next week; and Miami Dol- 
phins quarterback Jay Fiedler, 
who might be a “fag” or might 
be a “pussy” (the guy doing the 
talking apparently was having a 
hard time choosing between ho- 
mophobia and misogyny ad- 
mittedly a tough call). 

For a few seconds, I contem- 
plated giving even more money 
to Children’s Hospital. A quiet 
little girl, maybe nine years old, 
who was working the crowd as 
it waited to cross Route | was 
having a tough time getting 
people’s attention. Plus, she 
was working a tough spot, the 

last of several places where the 
hospital was asking for dona- 
tions. Many had already given 
along the way. Then I watched 
in amusement as a state trooper 
called her over to where a 
40-ish-looking guy stood with 

W an open wallet and a sheepish 
look on his face. He’d been 
caught with an open container of 
alcohol and given the opportuni- 
ty to atone with an act of charity. 

“Keep in mind, sir, that’s a $40 fine - 

when you make your donation,” the trooper 
prodded. I joined a crowd of people chuck- 
ling over the scene as other troopers 
stopped traffic and waved us across the 
street. 

My seat turned out to be near the top of 
the uppermost section in the end zone 
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nearest Route 1. It wasn’t the best seat in 


the house, but I’ve sat in worse. And, again, 


it was in the stadium; I was on hand for a 
game that was destined to sell out the 


minute Bledsoe was traded to Buffalo at the 


end of last season. I was in for about a 
third of what | would have had to pay a 
scalper 

Then there’s the fact that it was warmer 
than it had any business being, far warmer 
than I would have thought possible when | 
left home at 10 a.m., shivering as I drove 
down the street waiting for my car’s heate1 
to kick in. The air in Foxborough was un- 
frigid and, best of all, almost perfectly still. 
The sun was bright in the afternoon sky. | 
was dressed in layers, sure, but | was com- 
fortable. 

The Patriots played well. It’s the first 
time | can say that since ... well, probably 
since their last game with Buffalo five 
weeks ago. The defense intercepted Bled- 
soe left and right. The offense moved the 
ball fairly effectively. They didn’t play per- 
fect football by any means (they committed 
far too many expensive penalties on of- 
fense, for example), but they did more than 
just scrape by. This is a major improvement 
over recent games in which they made 
weak opponents such as Minnesota and 
Detroit look like playoff contenders, doing 
just enough to win 
and needing a good 
bit of luck even then. 

And the crowd 
around me up in the 
back rows of section 
240 was both enter- 
taining and ener- 
getic. A group of 
young cops from 
Worcester, seated 
just behind me in 
row 27, were fun just 
to listen to. They ar- 
gued about every- 
thing from whethe 
Notre Dame's foot- 
ball team is overrated 
to whether the atten 
tion-loving woman in 
row 19 was good- 
looking (they tell me 
her suggestive danc 
ing and other antics 
are a regular thing 

they ‘re season- 
ticket holders and so 
is she - they call 
her “dirty girl”) 
They discussed their 
various bets on the 
game. They poked 
fun relentlessly at passers-by, players on 
the field, and one another. 

The guy to my left, Russ, was a majo 
Pats fan. He was covered in Pats gear — a 
cap that lit up, a jacket with his name em- 
broidered on the breast, a pair of blue-and- 
red warm-up pants, a Ty Law game jersey 
that he unzipped his jacket to show off 
when Law made a big play. He was friend- 
ly. He was positive. He was charged up, 
looking for high-fives after every big Pats 
play. And he had a great big piece of yellow 
snot hanging from a tuft of hair at the tip 
of his right nostril. That was a problem. 


NOTICED the booger almost as soon as | 

sat down. I’d made it into the stadium 
just slightly later than I would have liked 
and missed the coin toss while I was 
searching for section 240. When I found 
my seat, I turned to ask Russ who had won 
the toss (it was the Pats), and it was then 
that I took note of the snot. 

For a while, I just sort of sat there, eyes 
focused on the field, doing everything in 
my power not to glance over at it. Not 
knowing what to do. You can’t just tell 
some guy you don’t know that he’s got a 
booger hanging out of his nose. I can’t, 
anyhow. All you can do is hope he notices 
it on his own. Or just blows his nose or 
something. 

But he didn’t notice, and he didn’t blow 
his nose. So it just continued to be there. 
And I started to think maybe | should say 
something after all. The guy would be em- 


| kept thinking of the 
filthy, smelly guy my 
friend Tom ended up 
sitting next to the day 
the Pats lost to Denver; 
and the drunk who threw 
up on another friend, 
Ken, years ago ata 
playoff game in Buffalo’s 
Rich Stadium. | kept 
thinking maybe | didn’t 
have it so bad. | also 
kept thinking maybe it 
was just my turn. loudly at one point 
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barrassed, probably, but I'd ultimately be 
doing him a favor. Plus, maybe I was al 
ready making him uncomfortable by sitting 
there refusing to look at him when he made 
comments about the game. There was also 
this: what if something really exciting hap 
pened on the field and he snorted or some 
thing? | could end up wearing the thing. 

I kept thinking of the filthy, smelly guy 
my friend Tom ended up sitting next to the 
day the Pats lost to Denver; and the drunk 
who threw up on another friend, Ken, years 
ago at a playoff game in Buffalo’s Rich Sta 
dium. I kept thinking maybe | didn’t have it 
so bad. I also kept thinking maybe it was 
just my turn. 

Meanwhile, the Pats kept playing well. 
They scored four times (two touchdowns 
and two field goals) and picked off two of 
Bledsoe’s passes in the first half. That led 
to a lot of high-fiving with Russ and the 
cops in row 27. And it was always there. 

At halftime, Russ left to get a beer. And 
as soon as he was out of earshot, the guys 
in 27 started talking about the booger. | 
turned and told them it was scaring me. As- 
suming Russ and I had come to the game 
together, they asked me why I hadn't said 
something to my buddy. 

“I don’t know the guy,” | told them. 
“What the hell do you say? Hey, buddy, 
nice to meet you. Do 
you know you've got 
a great big piece of 
snot hanging out of 
your nose?” 

One of the cops, 
Gary, resolved to take 
one for the team and 
say something to 
Russ on his return. 
But he chickened out. 
And as the third 
quarter progressed, | 
could only be thank- 
ful that the Bills were 
creeping back into 
the game. It made fo1 
less celebrating, 
which allowed me to 
keep my eyes focused 
forward 

Meanwhile the 
guys in 27 turned 
sort of mean. “My 
daughter is terrified 
of the bo ygeyman, 


Gary announced 


“She thinks the 
boogeyman is unde 
her bed.’ 
And every time 
Buffalo did something well, the lot of them 
would break into a chorus of, “That's snot 
fair.” 

It was mean, childish, churlish behavior. 
And it was unavoidably funny. | laughed at 
their inane, mean-spirited jokes even as | 
felt horrible for doing-it. And I realized 
there was now no telling Russ about his sit- 
uation. 

At the two-minute warning, with the Pats 
leading 27-10, the guys in row 27 got up to 
leave. | waited a few seconds, then moved 
back a row. | watched Buffalo score a 
meaningless touchdown, stayed to see the 
Pats recover an on-side kick with 1:05 left 
in the game, then headed for the parking 
lot, feeling like an asshole. 

It was a good day, mostly. I enjoyed a 
pleasant December afternoon watching a 
game I should never have gotten into. | saw 
a team that looked like it may yet be up for 
winning its division. And 1 gave some 
money to a worthy cause. 

But come 4:30 p.m., all I could think 
about was how I hadn’t done the decent, if 
difficult, thing at 1:15 p.m. After all, we're 
supposed to be some kind of community, 
right? Fans cheering together, celebrating 
together, maybe looking out for one anoth- 
er. For the first time in weeks, the team 
hadn't disappointed its fans, so some of us 


just went ahead and disappointed our- 


selves. i 


Sean Glennon can be reached at 


Seana thispatsyear.c¢ mn. 
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Area Ravi Sill on Sale Until New Shipment leves 
New Runnérs are in the Shop NOW! 


Mon/Tues/Wed/Sat: 10-7 Thurs/Fri: 10-9 Sun: 11-6. 
Dec 16-21: 10-9 Dec 22: 10-7 Dec 24: 10-4 
For directions, visit riverjhelum.com or call 617.498.0909 
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uiger's Henoueme 


Although William Bulger took the Fifth, the indignities he suffered 
during and after his brief moments on the witness stand signal the 
end of an era of Irish-Catholic dominance in state politics 


BULGER, continued from cover 

Merely calling Bulger to account for his 
knowledge of his brother’s acts, never mind 
making him do so publicly, would have been 
unthinkable just five years ago. After all, 
there was a time not so long ago when he 
was the most powerful man in Massachusetts 
politics. Making matters worse, no fewer 
than three Irish-American Massachusetts 
Democratic congressmen (one from South 
Boston!) voted with Burton, a graduate of 
the Cincinnati Bible Seminary, to force Bul- 
ger to testify in public. For Bulger, dressed 
in a sharp blue suit and crisp white shirt, 
with his white hair neatly parted to the left, 


AP/WIDE WORLD 


the brief proceedings were indeed a come- 
down from which he’s unlikely to recover. 

First, there was the indignity of Burton, 
clad in a double-breasted suit (the sartorial 
equivalent of driving a 1970s Lincoln Conti- 
nental), opening the hearing with the words 
of British statesman Edmund Burke: “The 
only thing necessary for the triumph of evil 
is for good men to do nothing.” Then Bur 
ton abruptly rejected the request of Bulger’s 
attorney, Thomas Kiley, to extend the dead- 
line for Bulger’s testimony. Next came Bul- 
ger’s request that Kiley be permitted to give 
a statement on his behalf. Bulger, well 
known for his quickness of tongue, looked 
up at Burton and said, “I believe my attor- 
ney, if it, if it, uh, if it, uh, is acceptable 
would like to make a statement.” His mouth 
moved downward and he licked his lower lip 
after he said this. Burton was unmoved and 
directed Bulger to speak: “You can confer 
with your attorney, but we want to hear from 
you, so could you pull the mike close to you, 
sir.” Bulger responded by asking the con 
gressman to conduct the hearing in private 
He referred the committee to Rule (11K) (5), 
which allows “the committee [to] proceed in 
closed session” if the proceedings “may tend 
to defame or ridicule the witness.” “I’m ask- 
ing the committee to do that at this time,” 
Bulger said. 

That’s when Burton called for the vote on 
whether to hold the hearing in private or 
not. Burton, along with US Representatives 
Martin Meehan of Lowell, John Tierney of 
Salem, and Stephen Lynch of South Boston 
(the man who replaced Bulger in the state 
Senate), all voted to keep it public. Bulger’s 
final humiliation came when he invoked the 
Fifth Amendment and refused to testify: “On 
advice of counsel, | am unable to answer any 
questions today. This position is based 
among other things on privacy and due- 
process rights and the right against being 
compelled to provide evidence that may tend 
to incriminate oneself, all of which are found 
in the Bill of Rights.” 

While momentous for Bulger, Friday’s 
brief proceedings in Boston’s McCormack 
Courthouse marked a fundamental shift in 
the state’s political order. It’s a shift that’s 
been under way for some time, but now it’s 


obvious for all to see. 


GY ERNOR-ELECT Mitt Romney, a 
Michigan-born Mormon who has spent 
more time in Salt Lake City in the last five 
years than he has in Massachusetts and who 











defeated a Democrat with the lyrical-sound- 
ing name of Shannon O’Brien, wasted no 
time making use of his new platform when 
he told reporters last Tuesday that Bulger 
should testify before the congressional com- 
mittee: “I believe that President Bulger has a 
responsibility, as all citizens do, to respect 
Congress by responding to their subpoena.’ 
It’s inconceivable that any other governor 
dating back to Michael Dukakis would have 
done the same. After all, the most promi- 
nent figures to stand up for Bulger in the 
past have been governors, men whose politi- 
cal reputations were vulnerable to Bulger’s 
powerful reach. William Weld, for one, 
arranged for Bulger’s current job, the presi- 
dency of the University of Massachusetts. 
And Michael Dukakis, a reformer who tried 
to steer clear of Bulger, showed he was 
under the Senate president’s thumb when 
he appointed a former Bulger aide to be a 
district court judge. The move prompted 
long-time Phoenix contributor Harvey Sil- 
verglate to write that Dukakis had morphed 
from a “highly principled, stubbornly clean 
government type” into a 
ple of the hackocracy.” 

Actually, there has been one Bulger defend- 
er more prominent even than our past gover- 
nors: Bernard Cardinal Law. Boston Herald 
columnist Howie Carr termed Law one of the 
“Bulger bumkissers” in a November 29 piece. 
Of course, Bulger’s legal wranglings come as 
hundreds of Catholics, including 58 priests, 
are calling for Law’s resignation in the face of 
his inept and possibly criminal handling of the 
clergy sexual-abuse scandal. So much for Bul 
ger’s falling back on the moral high ground 

But back to Friday’s hearing. Its political 
magnitude was outmatched only by its 
drama. At one point, Burton assumed that 
Lynch, the congressman from Southie, had 
ducked out to avoid voting on whether to 
hold the hearing in public. The moment re- 
called a scene from The Godfather II when a 
senator with ties to the Corleone family ex- 
cuses himself from a hearing room just as 
questioning of crime boss Michael Corleone 
is about to begin. In a twist on the archetypal 
relationship between mob bosses and 
crooked pols, however, Lynch was present 
and ready to vote with his colleagues. It 
could not have been easy for Lynch, who es- 
tablished himself as being independent, to 
say the least, from the Bulger family when he 
defeated Billy Bulger’s son in the race to re- 
place Bulger in the state Senate. Still, South 
Boston remains in some ways the tribal, in- 
terconnected peninsula it has always been. To 
Say it is a place with an us-versus-them men- 
tality is an understatement; South Boston, 
after all, is a neighborhood with its own an- 
them: “Southie Is My Hometown.” But after 
the TV crews left, Lynch summed up his po- 
sition this way: “The word from the neigh- 
borhood has been, ‘Better you than me.’” 

Even more notable than Lynch’s vote 
against what Bulger wanted, though, was the 
press conference held afterward outside the 
courtroom. Kiley and the four congressmen 
addressed reporters as Bulger was whisked 
downstairs by what appeared to be uniformed 

_court personnel. Kiley delivered a flag-waving 
oration, punctuated by overheated bombast, 
to convince reporters to go easy on the 
UMass president. * ‘Erom the earliest days of 
the Republic,” Kiley 1 intoned, “we have placed 
a very high premium on our right to speak as 
we choose, to worship as we choose, to vote 
as we choose. Many of these rights, almost all 
of them are incorporated in the Bill of 
Rights.” As Kiley spoke, Bulger’s most vocal 
public nemesis, the Herald’s Carr, gleefully 
scribbled notes into his reporter’s notebook 
— smiling as the lawyer droned on. 

Kiley suggested that Bulger’s taking the 
Fifth Amendment offered UMass students “a 
lesson in civics — this constitutional protec- 
tion exists to protect the innocent.” To be 
sure, there should be no shame in taking the 
Fifth Amendment, but it’s hard to imagine 
that this will be a “lesson in civics” for 


“discredited disci 


UMass students. Kiley also injected a degree 
of demagoguery into his statements by invok- 
ing certain unnamed “entities [interested in] 
settling a score, [who] if they cannot have 
one Bulger, we fear, they will have another.” 
He characterized the efforts to get Bulger to 
testify as a “witch-hunt.” 


Finally, in what was 





probably an additional humiliation for Bul- 
ger, Kiley asserted that his client’s age and 
allegedly failing mental capacity made for yet 
another reason for Bulger to take the Fifth. 
“The reality for this old man is that as we age 
memory fails, memories of what occurred 
seven years ago, the ability to recall them, are 
not the same as they were at an earlier stage 
of life,” Kiley stated. For anyone who wit 
nessed Bulger’s eloquent eulogy of Congress 
man Joe Moakley, who died on Memorial 
Day 2001, that was a bit much to take. In 
any case, if it’s true, Bulger’s ability to serve 
as UMass president might be impaired then, 
wouldn't it? (Is the UMass Board of Trustees 
paying attention?) 

Throughout the press conference, all four 
congressman said that Bulger should have 
helped the committee discern the truth. Both 
Burton and Meehan, who said he would try 
to get the Judiciary Committee on which he 
sits to give Bulger immunity so he can testi- 
fy, cited the increased need for a reliable FBI 


ner of a $14.3 million lottery ticket. Such a 
jackpot meant that the state treasurer, who 
was Joe Malone at the time, was questioned 
by the media about the award. After the first 
check was issued, Malone held a press con- 
ference in which he joked: “The only thing 
that could have been worse is if my mother 
had won.” He was referring to Whitey’s 
criminal reputation and not the fact that the 
brother of the Senate president, then the 
most powerful person in state politics, had 
hit the jackpot, thus raising the natural sus- 
picion that Bulger had somehow put the fix 
in for Whitey 

Bulger’s diminished influence is clear 
when you compare Friday's events with an- 
other investigation of which he was a target 
14 years ago, which has come to be known 
in political shorthand as “75 State Street.” 
Bulger’s law partner at the time, Thomas 
Finnerty, became involved in a real-estate 
deal with developer Harold Brown. Brown 
was putting together a project to construct a 


YURTESY HOUGHTON MIFFLIN 


reevrrtee 


ree beee 


re 





THAT WAS THEN, THIS IS NOW: (above) Bulger, left, with former governor Bill 
Weld and former House § Speaker Charlie Flaherty, at the height of his power. Today 
(facing page) former Senate president Billy Bulger is vulnerable to legislative and legal 
inquiries about what, if anything, he knew of his brother’s criminal activities, when he 


knew about it, and if he was ever involved. 


since September 11 as a reason why Bulger’s 
testimony was so crucial. And Tierney coolly 
referred to Bulger numerous times merely as 
“the witness,” asin: “Clearly we're disap- 
pointed that today there was no testimony 
from the witness. The witness may well have 
had something to say to contribute to the in- 
formation — to give us an idea of just how 
deep the relationship between the FBI and 
some of the crime organizations in Massa- 
chusetts was.” Lynch was equally “disap- 
pointed” in Bulger. “I think [South Boston] 
people would want to know more — they 
want to see it ended. They want the truth on 
this as well.” And Burton expressed indigna- 
tion over Bulger’s 1995 call to his brother 
Whitey, for which Bulger “went to another 
location so the phone wouldn't be traced. At 
some point you have to decide what is the 
right thing to do.” 


so LONG-TIME watchers of state 
politics minimize the actions of the three 
Massachusetts congressmen. Taking a rela- 
tively hard line on Bulger was the only thing 
that Meehan, Tierney, and Lynch could do, 
they say, because protecting him has become 
so unpopular at this point. This thinking 
misses the point. The fact that the “political” 
thing for a Massachusetts congressman to 
do is to go against Bulger underscores the 
seismic shift that has occurred in state poli- 
tics. For years, Bulger’s potential connection 
to his mobster brother was never an issue in 
state politics, even when it should have been. 
It’s true that one brother cannot be held 
responsible for the sins of another. But for 
years, the political elite in this state has gone 
out of its way to ignore the fact that Bulger’s 
brother was the state’s most powerful crime 
boss — even when it was extremely awk- 
ward to do so, such as the time in 1991 
when Whitey Bulger showed up as the win- 








first-rate office building at 75 State Street. 
Then, as now, such projects didn’t happen 
without the backing of political muscle. The 
pair allegedly made an agreement in which 
Brown would pay Finnerty $1.8 million 
through a combination of cash and equity in 
the building in exchange for Finnerty’s assis- 
tance to move the project forward. Brown 
paid Finnerty $500,000 but made no more 
payments after that. Finnerty brought suit in 
Suffolk Superior Court, claiming that Brown 
had reneged on a legal agreement. Brown re- 
sponded with complaints that Finnerty and 
Bulger were trying to extort him. 

Bulger’s role in the business arrangement 
became big news when the Boston Globe re- 
ported in 1988 that he had received roughly 
half of the money paid to Finnerty by Brown 
(two checks totaling $240,000). (In his 
memoir, Bulger says the money was a loan 
from Finnerty that had nothing to do with 
Brown.) The Globe also found that there 
was no record that Finnerty, a criminal 
lawyer, had done any of the things real- 
estate lawyers typically do on behalf of their 
clients — such as attending community 
meetings and going before government 
boards. Case records recounted in Dick Lehr 
and Gerard O’Neill’s Black Mass: The True 
Story of an Unholy Alliance Between the FBI 
and the Irish Mob (Public Affairs, 2000) fur- 
ther show that Bulger was apparently paid 
for doing nothing more than failing to block 
Brown’s project. The FBI and local US At- 
torney’s Office investigated the incident, but 
declined to bring charges against Bulger. 

Complicating matters was the fact that 
Brown had been charged with bribery after 
he offered to pay $1000 to a city inspector, 
who had been wired by federal authorities, to 
get the needed permits to finish a housing 
project. All this happened before the lawsuit 
with Finnerty took place, and both Finnerty 
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and Bulger made much of Brown’s credibili- 
ty as a result. Of course, no one knew it 
then, but Bulger’s brother Whitey was an 
FBI informant. And the same squad that was 
working with Whitey handled the State 
Street probe. Agent Connolly, according to 
Black Mass, queried the supervisor of the in 
vestigation, John Morris, about it. Whether 
the FBI and Connolly, specifically 
helped Bulger evade prosecution regarding 
75 State Street would have been a logical 
line of questioning on Friday 

Comparing fallout from 75 State Street 
with Friday’s hearing shows that more than 
Bulger’s political influence has changed 
his city’s ethnic politics has evolved as well 
In the 75 State Street lawsuit, Brown, who is 
Jewish, was represented by Silverglate and 
Harvard Law professor Alan Dershowitz, 
both of whom are also Jewish. Although a 
settlement was eventually reached between 
Finnerty and Brown, the details of which re- 
main secret, Dershowitz and Silverglate be- 
came two of Bulger’s biggest critics. When 
they were public with their criticism of Bul 
after Dukakis nominated 
Bulger aide Paul Mahoney to be a district 


ger, as they were 


court judge, Bulger resorted to what was 
veiled anti-Semitism, at best, to deflect thei 
charges — a successful tack in Boston 12 
years ago. 

Both Dershowitz and Silverglate, for in- 
stance, appeared before a Governor’s Coun 
cil hearing to raise questions about Bulger 
and Mahoney. Bulger, who is normally re 
strained in his public language, compared 
the two lawyers to Jacob, who stole the 
birthright of Esau in the Hebrew Bible. Ac 
cording to Globe reports, he also described 
the Jewish attorneys as “very manipulative” 
and “exceedingly crafty.” Bulger 
“They have no moral constraints upon them 
Look at them.” At the time, 


gested that the use of such language, and 


also said 
Dershowitz sus 


unfavorably likening the two attorneys t 
Jacob, was a not-so-coded attack on the 
mens’ religion, and he concluded that Bulger 
was “a person who thinks in ethnic terms.” 

Ethnic politics did nothing for Bulger on 
Friday. Although each of the Massachusetts 
congressmen on Burton’s committee comes 
from Irish-Catholic stock, like Bulger, they 
are a breed apart from the former Senate 
president. Lynch, of course, defeated Bulger’s 
son to make his name in politics. Tierney 
came to Congress in 1996. A former Salem 
lawyer, he knocked off a slew of insiders to 
win the Democratic congressional primary 
in 1994. Although he lost the general elec- 
tion that year to incumbent Peter Torkild- 
sen, he came back two years later and de- 
feated Torkildsen after being unopposed in 
the primary. Tierney has tried to carve out a 
reputation as a reformer, one he has earned, 
although not as prominently as Meehan, 
who is credited with shepherding campaign- 
finance reform through the House this year. 
A former Middlesex County prosecutor, 
Meehan owed nothing to Bulger when 
elected in 1992. 

Even more important, all three congress- 
men have to answer to the increasingly influ- 
ential independent voters who propelled 
Romney into the governor’s office, a demo- 
graphic to which Bulger never had to give a 
second thought. Meehan’s district is heavily 
suburban (including such towns as Dracut, 
Groton, Wayland, and Maynard), with the 
exceptions of Lowell and Lawrence. While 
socially liberal, it is conservative on fiscal 
matters. (Romney lost Lawrence big, lost 
Lowell by less than 100 votes, and won al- 
most everywhere else.) Tierney’s district is 
more Republican than Democratic. While 
the cities of Lynn and Salem are generally 
Democratic, some communities, such as 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, Beverly Farms, and 
Hamilton, are among the most Republican in 
the state. Sheriff Frank Cousins, a Republi- 
can whose jurisdiction lies in the districts of 
both pols, is one of the most popular politi- 
cians in the area. 

Lynch’s district is a somewhat different 
case. Democratic South Boston voters clear- 
ly hold a lot of influence in the district. (That 
said, one of the early signs of defeat for 
Shannon O’Brien the night of the election 


See BULGER, page 26 
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BULGER, from page 25 
was when early returns showed Romney 
winning big in South Boston.) But a study of 
voting patterns in the 2001 special election 
to replace Moakley, who died in office, 
showed that just 42 percent of the votes for 
the district's general election came from 
Boston, while 58 percent came from Not 
folk, Plymouth, and Bristol Counties. 
Despite the predominantly suburban 
make-up of Lynch’s district, it’s worth 
wondering if Friday's hearing could have 
taken place if Moakley was still the US 
representative from the Ninth Congres 
sional District. Bulger grew up on Logan 
Way in South Boston, making him a neigh 
bor of Moakley’s. He worked for Moakley, 
who, like Tip O Neill, protected local 
politicians as a rule. Even in a Republican 
House, Moakley’s high-ranking position 
on the muscular House Rules Committee 
likely would have given him the power to 
block the awkward inquiry though he 
would have had to engage in some back 
room horse-trading to do so 


lS ENTIRELY possible that the claim 

that Friday’s hearing demonstrates a seis 
mic shift in Boston politics amounts to 
journalistic hyperbole. No new facts about 
either Bulger brother emerged. Maybe 
William Bulger was merely making the 
smartest move possible, and he’s waiting 
for his connections to rescue him once 
again. There is some scuttlebutt ex 
pressed in Carr’s column in Sunday’s Her 
ald that the Bush family might come to 
Bulger’s defense. It’s now believed in 
Boston political circles that Bulger may 
have given Bush pere one of his most effec- 
tive issues against presidential candidate 
Dukakis in the 1988 election: the failed 
clean-up of Boston Harbor. The issue 
damaged Dukakis’s credibility both with 
environmentalists and with those who 
viewed. competence as his biggest asset. It 
was a major humiliation for Dukakis and 


ON PHOENIX 


may have begun the chain of events 

that cost him the election, despite a wide 
lead in the polls for much of the general 
campaign. 

“Bulger was-the one who suggested 
George H.W. Bush come to Boston and 
make an issue of the botched harbor clean- 
up,” Carr wrote. It’s not entirely clear why 
Bulger would want to influence such a 
complicated game between Dukakis and 
Bush, who had no connection to Massachu- 
setts politics. But surprise! there are 
a few theories. The most credible is self- 
preservation: Bulger did not believe 


Shays of Connecticut, is one of his poten- 
tial successors, but it is not asure thing at 
this point. While something of a loose 
cannon Burton is the congressman 

who fired a bullet into a watermelon to 
“re-create” the death of Clinton aide Vince 
Foster in an attempt to support the right- 
wing-conspiracy crowd’s contention that 
Foster had been whacked Burton has 
diligently probed the FBI scandal. (As for 
all the Burton-bashing taking place over 
the watermelon incident, the Herald’s Peter 
Gelzinis put it in perspective when he 
wrote Tuesday: “Personally, | think firing 


Friday’s brief procedings in the McCormack 
Courthouse marked a fundamental shift in the state’s 
political order. It’s a shift that’s been under way for 
some time, but now it’s obvious for all to see. 


Dukakis would win and wanted to position 
himself in good stead with Bush. Or that 
Bulger wanted an in with either candidate; 
at the time, Dukakis believed Bulger was 
being helpful to him. More likely, Bulger 
simply resented Dukakis’s sanctimonious 
positioning of himself as a reformer. 

At any rate, might the Bushies feel they 
owe Bulger a favor? Burton deflated some 
of this speculation on Friday, telling the 
Phoenix that the White House could not 
pressure him to let up. “The only thing the 
White House claimed was executive privi- 
lege over documents we wanted from the 
Justice Department,” Burton said, chuck- 
ling. “I told them I was going to move to 
hold the president in contempt unless I got 
them, and | got them.” 

That said, Burton, chair of the Govern- 
ment Reform Committee, is required to 
step down hext session due to Republican 
term limits on chairmanships. A Meehan 
ally and fellow reformer, Republican Chris 
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bullets into a fresh watermelon in the pri- 
vacy of one’s own back yard is a far cry 
from firing bullets into live bookmakers, 
rival drug dealers, stubborn girlfriends, 
and potential witnesses ...”) 

A new committee chair may change 
things, but with Meehan expressing interest 
in a Judiciary Committee probe and the 
chance that Shays might head the Govern- 
ment Reform Committee, the matter won't 
go away even if Bush tries to intervene. 

A cynic, finally, could argue that even if 
Bulger is tarnished in a way he never was 
before, so what? Hasn’t Bulger’s place in 
the legislature already been taken by another 
autocratic Irish-Catholic politico, House 
Speaker Tom Finneran? Well, yes and no. 
It’s true that Finneran controls the House 
almost as solidly as Bulger controlled the 
Senate. But for all his colorful vocabulary, 
Finneran is a generation or two more mod- 
ern than Bulger. He doesn’t speak in a 
brogue. Finneran’s Mattapan district lacks 


the romance of Bulger’s — it’s both too 
small and not Irish enough. And there is 
this: Bulger ran circles around governors 
like Dukakis and Weld. While Finneran has 
done the same with Cellucci and Swift, 
there’s a new guy in town with a voter man- 
date to run the state. Statewide voters have 
put Finneran on notice in a way Bulger 
never was. 

Beyond all that, there is a vital final dif- 
ference. Even if Bulger never profited from 
his brother’s criminal life still an unan- 
swered question there is the unambigu- 
ous fact that Whitey added to Bulger’s po- 
litical mystique. And some of that went 
away when Whitey went on the lam. Bulger 
now may be suffering from the converse of 
this dynamic. Burton suggested as much on 
Friday, making the point that Whitey’s ab- 
sence hurt Bulger. “If Whitey would be 
paying attention today, he could have done 
his brother a real service by turning himself 
in,” Burton said. “I’m sure taking the Fifth 
Amendment is going to cause ... Mr. Bul- 
ger a great deal of concern.” 

Things have turned upside down in state 
politics. The Senate president who once 
held every politician in thrall could not get 
local congressmen to shield him when he 
needed it — a sure sign that things have 
changed greatly. It is the kind of, develop- 
ment that is in plain sight — yet few can 
see it. We know what prior epochs of state 
politics have been like — the era of Yankee 
dominance, the boss era of James Michael 
Curley and Honey Fitz, even the more re- 
cent battles between suburban reformers 
and urban legislative chiefs, of which Bul- 
ger was one. We don’t know yet what the 
next era in state politics will be like. But 
when we look back years from now, we 
may see that it began during the period 
between Romney’s election and Bulger’s 
taking the Fifth. << 


Seth Gitell can be reached at 
sgitell@phx.com. 
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SEXUAL REVOLUTION 


DECEMBER 13, 2002 NEWS AND FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


We don’t need a right to sexual privacy — 
we need a right to be safe when we're 
public about our sexuality 


Public safety 


BY MICHAEL BRONSKI 


HAT DO TWO gay men arrested in 

Texas in 1998 for sodomy have to do 

with a United Nations weapons in- 
spector who engages in sadomasochistic sex? A 
lot, it turns out. John Geddes Lawrence and 
Tyron Garner have appealed their sodomy con- 
victions to the US Supreme Court, which last 
week agreed to hear the case. Harvey John 
“Jack” McGeorge, recently hired to join the UN 
weapons-inspection team currently at work in 
Iraq, is a leader of the National Coalition for 
Sexual Freedom, which advocates in favor of 
sexual freedom for adults who practice sado- 
masochistic sex. We know about McGeorge be- 
cause the Washington Post saw fit to publish 
news of his sex life on the front page of its 
Thanksgiving Day issue. Both cases have be- 
come causes célébres for the American liberal 
press, which is now pushing for an absolute 
right to sexual privacy. 

As attractive as that idea is — most people 
don’t want anyone poking around in their bed- 
rooms (or, for that matter, Oval Offices) — it is 
a wrongheaded and even dangerous idea. Even 
in the Age of Ashcroft, Americans don’t need a 
right to be private about their sexual practices. 
Rather, they need to know that if they are public 
with this information, they will not be punished. 
The right to sexual privacy is a conservative no- 
tion that will ultimately destroy sexual freedom 
for everyone — not just homosexual sodomites 
and heterosexual sadomasochists. 

On the face of it, the Texas case — Lawrence 
and Garner v. Texas — is outrageous. On Sep- 
tember 17, 1998, sheriff's deputies in Houston, 
Texas, arrested Lawrence and Garner in the for- 
mer’s apartment and charged them with violat- 
ing the state’s sodomy statute. The police had 
entered Lawrence’s home because a homopho- 
bic neighbor, trying to get the two openly gay 
men in trouble, had called the police claiming 
that a man with a gun was in the apartment. 
(The neighbor was later arrested and prosecut- 
ed for filing a false police report.) Once in the 
apartment, the police discovered the two — 
now very startled — men engaged in either oral 
or anal sex (no one will say which, specifically) 
and they did what any good Texas police offi- 
cers would do: they arrested them. Both men 
were jailed overnight and eventually convicted 
of a Class C misdemeanor and fined $200 each 
(the court could have fined them up to $500). 

Rather than suffer Texas justice in silence, 
Lawrence and Garner, with the help of the 
New York-based gay legal group Lambda 
Legal Defense and Education Fund, asked the 
court to quash the charges against them. The 
court refused, and Lambda appealed. On June 
8, 2000, a Texas appellate court overturned 
Lawrence’s and Garner’s convictions. A year 
later, a higher intermediate court reinstated 
them. A year after that, on April 18, 2002, the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals refused to 
hear the case, stating that “preserving public 
morality” justified the law. Complicating mat- 
ters was an earlier ruling by the Texas 
Supreme Court finding that the Court of 
Criminal Appeals had jurisdiction over any 
challenge to the sodomy law — which for all 
intents and purposes meant that Lawrence and 
Garner were barred from challenging the con- 
stitutionality of their convictions in Texas. So 
they appealed to the US Supreme Court. 

The Texas law, while odious, isn’t all that 
unique. Originally written in 1860 to prohibit 
“sodomy” — defined as oral or anal sex — by 
any couple, it was rewritten in 1974 (at the 
height of the sexual revolution) to apply only to 





homosexual couples. At that time, 33 states 
had similar laws, some of which restricted the 
private, consensual sexual conduct of homo- 
sexuals only. Under pressure from gay-rights 
activists, a few states began repealing their 
sodomy laws. By 1986, it looked as if the rest 
of them would be stricken from the books 
when Lambda appealed Bowers v. Hardwick to 
the Supreme Court. 

Bowers dealt with the 1982 case of Michael 
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Hardwick, whom police found engaging in oral 
sex with another man when they entered his 
apartment to arrest him on an outstanding 
warrant for a ticket he had received for public 
drunkenness. They arrested Hardwick, an 
openly gay man who worked as a bartender in 
a gay bar, and charged him with violating 
Georgia’s sodomy law. With help from Lamb- 
da, he appealed his case to the US Supreme 
Court. In a 5-4 ruling that stunned long-time 
court observers as well as the gay community, 
the court upheld portions of Georgia’s sodomy 
law. Chief Justice Warren Burger’s concurring 
opinion noted that “to hold that the act of ho- 
mosexual sodomy is somehow protected as a 
fundamental right would be to cast aside mil- 
lennia of moral teaching” and that “in constitu- 
tional terms there is no such thing as a funda- 
mental right to commit homosexual sodomy.” 
The most legally important aspect of the 
Supreme Court’s ruling was that it applied only 
to sexual activity between two people of the 
same sex, even though Georgia’s sodomy law 
applied to heterosexual activity as well. 

Not only was Bowers v. Hardwick lousy law 
— well, really lousy law — but it was a case 
study in judicial and legal hypocrisy. Justice 
Lewis Powell (considered a liberal) cast the de- 
ciding vote against granting homosexuals the 
constitutional right to privacy. He later admitted 
to the National Law Journal in October of 
1990, three years after his retirement, that he 
“probably made a mistake” in Bowers. “That 
case was not a major case,” he said, “and one of 
the reasons I voted the way I did was the case 
was a frivolous case” that was brought before 
the court “just to see what the court would do.” 
While getting points for honesty, Powell deftly 
exposed the traditional liberal stance toward gay 
issues: fuck you and go to hell. 

But Powell looks principled when his actions 
are contrasted with those of Michael J. Bowers, 
the Georgia attorney general who appealed the 
case (after lower state courts had sided with 
Hardwick) to the Supreme Court. Two years 
ago, Bowers admitted that for nearly a decade 





in the 1980s-— which-encompassed the time 
he persecuted Michael Hardwick for giving a 
blow job to another man — he was involved in 
an adulterous relationship. At that time, adul- 
tery was a crime under Georgia state law in the 
same classification as sodomy and carried the 
same penalties. In other words, if the police 
had been peering into Bowers’s bedroom — 
or, more likely, his hotel room — Bowers 
could have been the one charged with the 
crime. Instead, he was prosecuting it. And they 
say that homosexuals have no shame. These 
facts alone constitute a cultural imperative 
strong enough to overturn Bowers v. Hardwick. 
The leering moralistic impulse that drove the 
Bowers case and is driving Lawrence and Gar- 
ner also seems to be driving the publicity sur- 
rounding McGeorge — the S/M weapons in- 
spector, as he’s come to be called. A Washing- 
ton Post story, ostensibly about the shoddy hir- 
ing practices of the United Nations, made 
much of McGeorge’s history in Washington, 
DC’s S/M community, where McGeorge was 
a founder of the S/M support and advocacy 
group Black Rose. To be sure, the Post did 
come up with some disturbing details about 
how the UN chooses its inspectors: no back- 
ground checks are conducted, and some in- 
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spectors are chosen on the grounds that they 
won't offend Saddam Hussein. Ewen 
Buchanan, a spokesman for United Nations 
Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Com- 
mission (UNMOVIC), told the paper that the 
organization didn’t have the “capability” to 
conduct background checks on its applicants. 
“How would you check?” he asked. Checking 
the background of everyone who applies for a 
job ferreting out weapons of mass destruction 
might be difficult, but throwing up your hands 
in futility about such checks does seem, well, a 
little cavalier. Still, while the Post’s questions 
about McGeorge’s qualifications may have 
been on the mark, its focus on his involvement 
with S/M support and play groups was not. 

The lead sentence — “The United Nations 
launched perhaps its most important weapons 
inspections ever yesterday with a team that in- 
cludes a 53-year-old Virginia man with no spe- 
cialized scientific degree and a leadership role in 
sadomasochistic sex clubs” — made clear that 
Post editors believed there was a connection be- 
tween McGeorge’s public career and his private 
sex life, even though such a link was never 
demonstrated. When McGeorge offered to re- 
sign from the assignment to protect the UN 
from further smears by the press, Hans Blix, 
head of the weapons-inspections team, said he 
would not accept the resignation and that Mc- 
George’s private life was no one’s business. 

But the whip and shackles were out of the 
bag, and soon McGeorge’s sex life was even 
more prominent in the news. The New York 
Post headlined a story on McGeorge 
SADDAMASOCHIST, and the Daily News an- 
nounced BLIX STICKS WITH HIS S&M WEAPONS 
PROBER IN UPROAR. Slate ran a sophomoric 
piece that, while generally supportive of Mc- 
George and his right to privacy, actually com- 
pared the torturous acts of Hussein with those 
of sadists engaging in consensual sex. The 
British press responded by attacking American 
puritanism: UN TEAM FACES SMEAR CAMPAIGN 
claimed the Guardian on November 29, the 
day after the Post story appeared. Post om- 






budsman Michael Getler agreed. In a column 
about the Thanksgiving Day article, Getler 
wrote: “It seemed thin and rushed concerning 
the main premise — that the overall quality of 
the inspection team is suspect, which is a po- 
litically potent message at this time — and 
yielded to the titillation factor in featuring Mc- 
George so prominently. There are 100 inspec- 
tors, and McGeorge is the only one this story 
focused on.” He added that “the dominant 
focus on McGeorge, and the questionable rel- 
evance of his sexual activities, seemed to me 
to distort what this story was about.” 





HE STORIES OF Jack McGeorge, John 
Geddes Lawrence and Tyron Garner, and 
Michael Hardwick seem to have the same moral: 

Americans should have an inviolable right to 
sexual privacy. But that would be the wrong les- 
son to draw. McGeorge’s sex life — and his in- 
volvement with groups such as National Coali- 
tion for Sexual Freedom — was not particularly 
private. A quick Internet search yields details of 
McGeorge’s involvement with sadomasochism. 
Visit www.ncsfreedom.org for a sense of McGe- 
orge’s sexual interests and repertoire. Go to 
www.br.org to learn about his advocacy on be- 
half of sexual minorities in the Washington, DC, 
area. And visit www.psgcabo.com/ 
jack.html for his professional résumé. 
There’s nothing much private here. 

McGeorge has stated quite simply that 
he is not embarrassed by his sexual activi- 
ties — which are probably not much dif- 
ferent from what was hinted at in Madon- 
na’s music videos of the mid 1990s — 
and that he has no desire to hide them. To 
call for a right to sexual privacy in McGe- 
orge’s case is disingenuous. The problem 
wasn't that he is involved in a sexual sub- 
culture that many Americans feel is for- 
eign to them (even though they may, in- 
deed, practice similar activities in their 
own bedrooms), but that the Post used 
this information to try to discredit McGe- 
orge in his professional life. 

The lesson couldn’t be more obvious. 
We don’t need a right to sexual privac¥. 
— we need a right to be safe when we're 
public about our sexuality. The samees - 
son can be applied to the Texas sedomy 
case, which involved two out gay men=— 
Lawrence and Garner — who were per- 
secuted by both a homophobig neighbor and 
the police for their publi¢ identity. The police 
should have left the premises once they real- 
ized that the real criminal was the man calling 
in a false crime report. 

A right to be public with our sexuality is the 
only thing that will protect the lesbian couple 
who want to hold hands while walking down 
the street. A right to be public with our sexuality 
is the only thing that will protect a transgender 
teen. A right to be public with our sexuality is 
the only thing that will prevent more embarrass- 
ments like 2000’s infamous “Paddleboro” case, 
in which two people were arrested at an S/M 
sex party in Attleboro after police raided the 
premises. They seized partygoers’ Palm Pilots, 
which contained personal-contact information. 
One of the arrestees was charged with “posses- 
sion of an item of self-abuse” — the sort of 
thing that you apparently know when you see it 
— and another was charged with “possession 
of a dangerous weapon,” which turned out to 
be a large kitchen spoon (quick, call Julia 
Child). The bust was great fodder for puerile 
newspaper columnists, but it’s precisely this sort 
of case in which names appear in newspapers 
and people lose their jobs and livelihoods. 

We live in a sex-obsessed culture. Sex is 
used to sell everything from milk to sports 
cars, from cigarettes to shoes. But despite all 
this, we remain deeply puritanical. How else 
do you explain why 13 states still have sodomy 
laws? Or the Bush administration’s highly suc- 
cessful attempt to replace, at least in part, sen- 
sible sex-education programs in 42 states with 
inane abstinence-only programs? The remedy 
to this problem isn’t the right to sexual privacy. 
It’s to give those like McGeorge, who choose 
to be public, and those like Lawrence and Gar- 
ner, who were merely going about their busi- 
ness like any other couple, the right to be who 
they are without fear of public ridicule, fines, 
or jail time. & 





Michael Bronski can be reached at 
mabronski@aol.com. 
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POSTCARD FROM THE DRUG WAR 


US drug-law reform’s electoral winning streak came to an abrupt end in November. How can 
the movement regroup in the face of the White House’s reinvigorated war on drugs? 


Reform school 


BY RICHARD BYRNE 


F YOU THOUGHT that November 5 

marked a setback for the Democratic 

Party alone, think again. America’s 
movement against the controversial and 
open-ended “war on drugs” also suffered 
one of its biggest defeats in recent memory 
on Election Day 2002. 

This year’s casualty list for drug-law- 
reform ballots — which seek to modify or 
reverse the often-draconian penalties for 
drug offenses — isn’t pretty. Nationwide, 
three statewide ballot initiatives to reform 
marijuana laws went up in smoke. Another 
two measures — one to soften penalties for 
nonviolent drug infractions and another to 
fight off the re-implementation of such 
penalties — were also rejected by voters. 
Set against a winning streak that had racked 
up 16 ballot victories for drug-law reform 
over the last six years, the 2002 reversal has 
left a bitter taste in the mouths of reformers. 

In fact, drug-law reform’s only victories in 
November’s balloting came at the local level 

- in cities such as San Francisco and Wash- 
ington, DC, and in 19 legislative districts in 
Massachusetts, where voters instructed their 
legislators to support marijuana-decriminal- 
ization measures at the State House. (Two 
other Massachusetts state-congressional 
districts also voted thumbs-up on legalizing 
medical-marijuana use and hemp farming.) 

Just as the Democrats have engaged in 
finger-pointing to assign blame for their 
midterm-election meltdown, “recrim about 
decrim” has swept the drug-law-reform 
community. Not surprisingly, the post 
mortem examination of the movement's fail- 
ure at the polls has focused on many of the 
same factors that plagued the Democrats in 
the 2002 elections — being outspent, out- 
shouted, and even outsmarted by their oppo- 
nents. The question that faces drug reformers 
now is, what should they do about it? 


HE PAST successes of drug-law reformers 

were built on discipline. Ballot initiatives 
were not pursued unless the states in ques- 
tion had a combination of strong polling 
numbers and public support from credible 
legislators and law-enforcement figures. 
This is how reformers in California and Ari- 
zona enacted medical-marijuana initiatives 
in 1996. But some of the states targeted in 
2002 — such as Nevada, where polling 
numbers were consistently less than 50 per- 
cent — fell short of those criteria. And for 
the first time, reform efforts met with 
organized resistance that, proponents felt, 
kept them from getting a fair shake. In 
Florida and Michigan, for example, planned 
initiatives that had garnered significant pop- 
ular support were put on ice by legal delay- 
ing tactics that kept them off the ballot. 

Bruce Merkin, director of communica- 
tions for the Marijuana Policy Project 
(MPP), which helped fight for the Nevada 
initiative, says both factors added up to defeat. 
“There was a willingness to take a bit more 
of a risk and run initiatives that were not 
slam-dunks,” he observes. “And for the first 
time, the other side decided to get serious. 
They proved that if you scare people enough, 
you can get them to vote ‘no.’” 

The results were ugly. An Ohio measure 
to swap treatment for incarceration for non- 
violent drug offenders was whupped by a 
margin of 67 percent to 33 percent — while 
an Arizona measure to do just the opposite 
won by a vote of 69 percent to 31 percent. 
Meanwhile, another Arizona initiative to 


substitute civil fines for criminal prosecution 
for possessing small amounts of marijuana 
and to establish a state medical-marijuana- 
distribution system failed to pass by eight 
percentage points. In Nevada, a measure to 
decriminalize possession and establish a 
legal sales mechanism for pot lost by 61 
percent to 39 percent. An attempt in South 
Dakota to allow farmers to grow hemp with 
state approval also fell far short of passage. 
Shortcomings in strategy can be fixed, 
however. Another, perhaps more important, 
factor that sealed the defeat of both Democ- 
rats and drug-law reformers this autumn is 
something that appears to be well beyond 
“fixing,” at least in the short term: the seem- 
ingly irresistible force that the highly popular 
war on terrorism exerts on other 
issues. Events that otherwise might have 
played out well for the Democrats in 2002 
— a swooning economy, huge budget 
deficits, and assaults on civil liberties and the 
environment — have been swallowed up in 
the Zeitgeist of present and future war and 
President George W. Bush’s high approval rat- 
ings. “The war on drugs has been subsumed 
into the more popular war on terror,” says 
Allen St. Pierre, executive director of the Na- 
tional Organization for the Reform of Mari- 
juana Laws (NORML) Foundation. 


crease in use by those over 14 years of age. 
Yet, at the same time that the White 

House wants to brag 

about its anti-drug ad 

buys, it also wants to hide 

its hand in its own ad cam- 

paign. A few days after the 

November election, the Fed- 

eral Communications Commis- ¢ 

sion (FCC) issued a ruling inan ¢ 

appeal brought by the nonprofit Ad 

Council — which coordinates such 

public-service advertisements — that 

sought to remove references to the drug 


czar’s office from the ads. The FCC rejected " 


the argument that identifying the ONDCP’s 
role in the ads would kill off media coopera- 
tion and reduce the effectiveness of of 
the campaign. 

Above or below the radar, the 
pervasiveness of the drug czar’s ad onslaught 
amounts to a permanent campaign against 
drug-law reform — with an all-star cast of 
businesses signing on for the ride. Check out 
the ONDCP’s Web site, and you'll find a 
panoply of businesses on the White House’s 
drug-war team. They range from DKNY 
Jeans and an array of airlines — United Air- 
lines, US Airways, and Northwest Airlines — 
to media companies including the New York 


in light of the national political picture, it’s hard not 
to notice that all the states where drug-law-reform 
initiatives failed were ‘red’ states that cast their 
electoral votes for George W. Bush. 


The White House’s Office of National 
Drug Control Policy (QNDCP) — headed 
up by “drug czar” John Walters — hasn’t 
been shy about tying its own multi-billion- 
dollar efforts to the war on Al Qaeda. In the 
same manner in which the Department of 
Justice quickly used the terrorist attacks to 
grab long-sought-after powers of surveil- 
lance and detention, the ONDCP found a 
way to turn the war on terror to its advan- 
tage. By January 2002, Walters’s office had 
cobbled together a new anti-drug ad cam- 
paign explicitly linking drugs and terrorism. 
The first ad even debuted on the most exag- 
gerated and exalted commercial platform 
available in the United States — during the 
Super Bowl. Thus, hundreds of millions got 
to see young “drug users” casually mention 
that they “helped kidnap people’s dads” and 
“help blow up buildings.” 

The terror-related anti-drug spot was 
only one part of a stream of reality-warping 
advertisements with which drug-law-reform 
advocates have had to contend. One recent 
ONDCP advertisement depicted marijuana 
as a date-rape drug. Another new ad seems 
to have discovered the traditional “stoner” 
humor of Cheech and Chong and Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High, as it depicts a car 
full of severely blunted teens abusing a 
drive-through-restaurant worker. 

The drug czar crowed about the new line 
of ads as they were introduced in October. 
“These extensively tested ads offer teens 
tangible, real-world examples of what can 
go wrong when they use marijuana,” Wal- 
ters said. All this despite the results of a 
recent study commissioned by the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), which 
concluded that the ongoing ad campaign, 
begun in 1999, hadn’t made a dent in teen 
pot smoking — and, in fact, observed an in- 


Times, USA Today, and cable conglomerate 
Cox Communications. As has been reported 
a number of times in the past few years, by 
injecting “anti-drug” content into their en- 
tertainment programming, such media part- 
ners earn “credit” with the ONDCP that can 
be applied toward federal “public-service” ad 
requirements. 

Furthermore, say drug-law reformers, the 
timing of the ONDCP’s new ads was both 
ominous and odd for the reform efforts this 
fall. “I know that the ads were seen heavily 
in Nevada,” says Merkin. “When we would 
talk to people, they’d say that they’d already 
seen ‘the opposition’s ads.’” 

Walters also made a point of interjecting 
himself into the Arizona, Nevada, and Ohio 
initiative contests personally, traveling to all 
three states for public appearances. His 
campaigning raised questions about the 
propriety of a federal official stumping 
against statewide ballot initiatives, which 
Walters dismissed with a combination of 
arguments: he was begged by anti-initiative 
forces to make an appearance, and he wasn’t 
spending ONDCP cash to do so. 

That didn’t stop Walters’s office from 
doing a victory dance when the votes were in, 
however. “These failed initiatives represent 
the high-water mark of the drug-legislation 
movement,” crowed an ONDCP press re- 
lease in Walters’s name. “Common sense has 
prevailed, and from now on, the tide turns 
our way — the way of dedicated Americans 
working to protect their children and their 
communities from the dangers of drugs.” 

For its part, the MPP has filed a.com- 
plaint with the US Office of Special Counsel 
over Walters’s stumping against the ballot 
measures — specifically charging the drug 
czar with breaking federal laws prohibiting 
such political activity by federal appointees 


FLINT BORN 


and with violations of the reporting provi- 
sions in Nevada campaign-finance law. 

“These laws are fairly specific about not 
using one’s office to influence an election,” 
says Merkin. “We think we have a solid 
enough case to file the complaint.” 


CROSS THE POND, the drug-law- 

reform movement is currently riding a 
high of sorts. Drug-law reformers in Great 
Britain have made inroads in public-health 
policy that exist only in the dreams of their 
US counterparts. 

European public attitudes toward drugs 

particularly marijuana — are'partly re- 
sponsible for this. 

This divergence in attitude might best be 
illustrated by an idea floated seriously last 
January concerning the Scottish capital of 
Edinburgh — a generally dour and strait- 
laced metropolis that lets its hair down only 
twice a year, for its fabled “Fringe” arts fes- 
tival and its annual “Hogmanay” New 
Year’s festivities. 

Hogmanay has now become Europe's 
largest street party, and its organizer, Pete 
Irvine, penned an op-ed for the United 
Kingdom’s Sunday Times last January in 
which he called for a liberalization of mari- 
juana laws in Scotland. Such a move, he 
argued, could make Edinburgh into a “new” 
Amsterdam. “It may be seedy,” Irvine wrote, 
“but that city’s tourism is booming and 
much of the year it’s colder and wetter than 
it is here. Most people who visit Amsterdam 
don’t necessarily visit cannabis cafés, but 
they love the flavour of that freedom.” 

It’s impossible to conceive of the tourism 
board of Boston or Seattle making a similar 
pitch. In Britain, however, Irvine’s proposal 
is playing out against a fast-changing policy 
on marijuana embraced by Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and his government. Last week, 
for instance, British home secretary David 
Blunkett scaled down targets set in 1998 
for reductions in the use of drugs such as 
crack and heroin (labeled “Class A” drugs 
in the UK). A 50 percent reduction in the 
use of such drugs, Blunkett said, was not 
“a credible target.” He added that “no one 
else thinks it’s a credible target.” 

This comes on the heels of Great 
Britain’s planned downgrading of marijuana 
from a “Class B” drug to a “Class C” drug. 
It’s a change that will prevent the arrest of 
those caught merely using pot, though its 
sale will remain punishable by arrest and 
imprisonment. It also opens up the potential 
for the “pot tourism” proposed by Irvine 
for Edinburgh. 











These changes in British policy and law 
owe much to the tactics of UK reformers. 
Just how have they done it? Alun Buffry is 
the national coordinator for Britain’s Legal- 
ize Cannabis Alliance (LCA), a political 
party devoted to gaining a larger profile for 
drug reform in Britain. He says that the 
emergence of his party has “allowed us to 
enter the [political] arena and not simply put 
our points across [in the media].” The party 
ran 13 candidates in Britain’s last general 
election — and it plans to run 120 in the 
next election, which must be called by 2005. 
The registration of LCA as a legitimate 
political party hasn't had an earthshaking 
effect on Britain’s rigid parliamentary sys- 
tem just yet. But Buffry argues that the 
move has allowed the drug-law-reform 





movement to “gain extra respect from other 


politicians and the media, show that we are 
not just a ‘bunch of stoned hippies,’ and, 
perhaps more important, get the votes that 
the other political parties want.” 

Buffry also points to Britain’s drug-law 
reformers’ efforts to adopt a single, clear 
message for their campaign as another fac- 
tor. The “Angel Declaration” (which has 
been signed by members of the British Par- 
liament and a wide swath of the UK’s drug- 
law-reform community) offers what Buffry 
says is “a general outline of principles with 
a general set of proposals” — including 
scrapping the UK’s 1971 drug laws and 
creating a new “National Drugs Agency” 
to supply use and health guidelines and 
regulate supply and sales. 

Though Buffry argues that the Blair gov- 
ernment’s drug-law reform amounts to “little 
change” (particularly in its shuffling of 
drug penalties and arrest powers), it is 
clear that Britain is undergoing a massive 
reorganization of its drug policy — in part 
as a result of the efforts of reformers. 

Asked if he had a critique of US reform 
efforts in light of the changes in Britain, 
Buffry’s answer amounts to what might 
seem to be counter-intuitive advice in an 
increasingly conservative US political 
scene. “US groups focus far too heavily on 
a limited number of ‘medical’ uses [for 
marijuana], albeit the most serious illness- 
es,” he says. “They campaign for the right 
of the sick whilst ignoring the rights of the 
hale. The biggest cause of premature death, 
illness, absenteeism, and maybe even violence 
is stress. Marijuana is very helpful for many 
people in relieving that stress. We feel that 
cannabis would be useful to a great per- 
centage of the population for that reason. 
In the US, they tend to ignore that.” 


F THE ADVICE of Britain’s drug-law 
reformers is to “lighten up,” they operate 
in a political atmosphere completely different 

from their US counterparts. Despite the 
Blair government’s alliance with the Bush 
administration on many issues, Blair’s 
Labour Party occupies the political center in 
Britain, with vestigial ties to the political left. 

US drug-law reformers face an entirely 
different — and far more conservative 
landscape. It’s a landscape in which the 
Bush administration can plan to appoint Dr. 
W. David Hager — author of As Jesus Cared 
for Women: Restoring Women Then and Now 
(Fleming H. Revell, 1998), who won’t pre- 
scribe birth control to unmarried patients 
and offers Bible reading and prayer as ways 
of coping with premenstrual syndrome — as 
the head of the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion’s (FDA) Reproductive Health Drugs 
Advisory Committee. Meanwhile, the most 
recent elections have given Republicans con- 
trol of the US Congress. Conservatives there 
have already put the kibosh on the District of 
Columbia’s medical-marijuana initiatives 
(approved overwhelmingly), and they figure 
to extend their opposition to other publicly 
supported initiatives. The feds have also 
gone after medical marijuana in states-such 
as California, which have approved measures 
allowing its use. 

In light of the general national political 
picture, it’s hard not to notice that all the 
states where drug-law-reform initiatives 
failed were “red” states that cast their elec- 
toral votes for George W. Bush. But drug- 
law-reform advocates dub this a “red her- 
ring” of sorts. “It’s true that states in the 


West that were ‘red’ states rejected these 
measures,” says NORMLss St. Pierre. “But 
it has been these same states in the West 
[such as Alaska] that have previously led 
the way” in passing ballot initiatives to 
reform drug laws. The legal delays that 
forced reformers off the ballot in states 
such as Michigan and Florida didn’t help 
reform’s record in the West, either. 

Merkin also points out that despite the 
gloomy prospects that a GOP-controlled fed 
eral government presents to drug-law reform 
Democrats have not exactly pushed the re 
form issue forward. The Clinton administra- 
tion reinforced the “drug czar” position, and 
the Democrats did little to liberalize drug laws 
over the past decade when they had control of 
one or both houses of the US Congress. 

“The Democrats have been profiles in 
cowardice on this issue,” says Merkin. 

But part of the electoral-postmortem cri- 
tique inevitably settles on the reformers them- 
selves. After all, St. Pierre notes, the drug- 
law-reform movement did take some risks. It 
lost its gamble to force the issue in states such 
as Nevada, for example, where polling support 
before the initiative’s introduction was softer 
than the 60 percent or so preferred by re- 
formers. “There’s a point,” says St. Pierre, 
“where we have to balance political goals with 
the idealism that we all still possess.” 

Another possible factor in the 2002 de- 
feats was that the ballot initiatives were 
drawn too broadly. Many of the ini- 
tiatives called for state roles in dis- 
tributing or sanctioning marijua- 
na, or combined decriminaliza- 
tion measures with reductions 
in penalties. Merkin points to 
Arizona’s initiative, which 
mixed decriminalization meas- 
ures with state distribution 
channels and reforms of asset 
forfeiture, as an example of a 
case where people “might 
have been pulled in too 
many directions.” 

Such weaknesses left 
drug-law reform vul- 
nerable in 2002. The 
Arizona defeat, for in- 
stance, proved that the 
tactic of pulling voters 
“in too many directions” 
was not the doing solely 
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of reformers. On the ballot alongside the 
drug-law reformers’ Proposition 203 was an 
other initiative floated by that state’s drug 
Proposition 302. This 
drug-war “countermeasure” 
by Maricopa County district attorney Rick 
Romley — actually reinstated probation and 
incarceration for nonviolent drug offenders 
and it passed with 69 percent of the vote 
The battle in Ohio, moreover, illustrates 


war advocates 


spearheaded 


yet another new obstacle faced by drug 
law-reform proponents. In that election, 
opponents of the reform proposition in 
cluding Governor Robert Taft 
to insert into the measure a preamble that 
outlined the costs of the proposed switch 
from jail time to treatment ($247 million) 
with no mention of its potential savings. 
This move alone put a serious dent in pub 
lic support for the proposition and ulti- 
mately helped defeat it. 

Drug-law reformers point to the involve 
ment of government officials such as Wal 


managed 


ters, Romley, and Taft as a signal of elected 
officials’ new willingness to push back hard 
and openly against their efforts. 
“We're facing a well-financed, cleverly con 
structed, and taxpayer-financed opposition 
for the first time,” says Merkin. “ 


It’s essen- 
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tially a taxpayer-funded PAC.” 

Merkin adds that his group is reassessing 
its efforts. In addition to publicly challeng 
ing Walters over his role in the Nevada bal- 
lot, that rethinking extends to what they 
will do in 2004. “We're all going to be try 
ing to sort through things,” he says, “and 
figure out what worked and what didn’t.” 

St. Pierre argues that to combat a drug 
war that’s piggybacking on the war on terror 
in an increasingly conservative environment 
the drug-law-reform movement has to get 
smarter and get back to basics. “We'd be 
foolhardy not to learn from these things,” he 
says. “We need better legal counsel and 
clearly worded initiatives in states that are 
picked carefully. We need to focus on who 
and when we’re asking for these measures 

“We have the muscles for a sprint,” con 
cludes St. Pierre. “But we need the en 
durance to get through the marathon.” 

The problem for the drug-law reformers is 
that the war on terrot and the collateral 
damage to their movement it causes has 
pushed the finish line of that marathon far 
ther down the road, just as they thought they 
had glimpsed it. It will take stronger muscles 

and equal measures of brains and deter 
mination to finish the race now uw 


Richard Byrne is a freelance journalist 

based in Washington, DC. He can 

be reached at richard 
byrne 1 @earthlink.net 
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FOR THREE DECADES, TONY SCOTTI HAS TRAVELED THE WORLD TEACHING GUERRILLA-DRIVING 
TECHNIQUES. SOON, THE FABLED SCOTTI METHOD MAY BE COMING TO-A NEIGHBORHOOD NEAR YOU. 


ONY SCOTTI MAY not be the only teacher in America 

whose students have shot at him, but he may be the only 

one to have given them an A for doing so. After all, Scotti 
says, the guys were just doing what they’d been taught to do. And it 
wasn’t him they were trying to kill — they thought he was someone 
else. These things happen. Also, for the most part, his bulletproof 
windshield withstood the attack. A few cuts and bruises. Slight 
whiplash. A case of the heebie-jeebies. No big deal. 


As it happens, Scotti isn’t a teacher in the 
Boston Public School system. Strictly 
speaking, he isn’t a teacher at all. Scotti is a 
driving instructor. You could go so far as to 
say he teaches driver safety. His approach 
to the subject, though, is a little unortho- 
dox. Indeed, under normal circumstances, 
the driving techniques Scotti teaches — the 
so-called Scotti Method — would not only 
violate the rules of the road, but probably a 
few federal statutes as well. This is not, by 
any stretch of the imagination, the stuff of 
your average drivers’-ed course. 

“We teach the basics: three-point turns, 
looking over your shoulder when backing up, 
parallel parking, how to put the car in park 
and shut off the engine,” says Jim Slowey, an 
instructor at Central Auto School in East 
Boston. “We show you how to change a flat 
tire, how to fill out an accident report.” 

The curriculum devised by the Medford- 
based Scotti, on the other hand, includes 
surveillance detection; high-speed braking 
and turning; skidding; spinning; slamming; 
smashing; using your car as a weapon; re- 
versing at top speed; and shooting from a 
moving vehicle. 

In a recent newsletter put out by the Tony 
Scotti Training Network (TSTN) — a con- 
sortium of schools located in Rhode Island, 
California, Michigan, and Nevada — there is 
an article titled “Escaping the Kill Zone 
(Ramming).” “Put your foot on the pedal 
and do not let up,” the article advises. “Your 
vehicle will make contact [and] then push the 
barricade out of the path of travel.” In the 
course of his 30-year career, Scotti says, he 
has consigned hundreds of cars to the scrap 
heap teaching people to do stuff like this. 

For those whose careers are dedicated to 


advising people how not to crash into things, 
the idea of a bunch of wheel-jerking, fishtail- 
ing Tony Scotti grads takiag to the streets is 
an unsettling prospect. “I don’t think that we 
would want to teach someone how to do 
that,” says Jim Slowey. “I think it would 
be very foolish to have an auto school 
that teaches you to drive that way.” 

Slowey has a point. But those who 
sign up with TSTN are not jittery 
first-timers or adrenaline-drenched 
teens. They are, for the most part, se- 
curity professionals: bodyguards, sol- 
diers, chauffeurs, police officers, and 
secret-service agents. And they are less 
interested in the rules of the road than 
they are in steering clear of assassins, 
kidnappers, and terrorists. When there 
are bullets shattering your windshield 
and grenades clattering across your 
hood, there’s little time to check your 
mirrors, put on your turn signal, and 
pull smoothly away from the curb. For 
Scotti and his associates, “car trouble” 
has a very specific meaning. 

“We don’t teach civilians how to do 
security work,” says Anthony Ricci, 
owner of Advanced Driving & Securi- 
ty Inc. (ADSI), a Scotti driving school 
in Rhode Island. “We do car-control 
clinics for civilians. We concentrate on 
some security elements, but we don’t 
teach them how to get out of kill 
zones. We don’t teach them how to 
deploy from a vehicle using a weapon. 
We're not going to teach them how to 
shoot through glass. There’s no need 
for them to do that. They are not 
going to know how to do that stuff.” 

Not yet, anyway. 


“Let’s be honest,” says Scotti. “There’s a 
huge market for people who have no need 
for this.” Meaning, the kinds of people who 
enjoy leaping out of airplanes, rummaging 
around at the bottom of the sea, and zip- 
ping down the sides of mountains may be 
equally inclined to get their kicks on 
TSTN’s driving strips. After all, there can 
be few activities more, er, bracing than los- 
ing control of a car going 70 miles per 
hour. As Scotti puts it, “I still can’t believe I 
got paid for doing that.” 


T FIRST glance, Tony Scotti, 66, does- 

n't look much like an action figure. 
Balding and bespectacled, he would not 
seem out of place at a local Dunkin’ 
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Donuts, a Boston Herald under his arm, or- 
dering his sixth small regular of the day. In- 
deed, since he went into “semi-retirement” 
a few years back, Scotti has spent his days 
quietly, pottering around his Medford 
neighborhood. Time was, though, Scotti 
enjoyed a lifestyle that would have done In- 
diana Jones proud. 

Since the early '70s, when he founded his 
school, Scotti has taught in some of the 
world’s most volatile regions — Haiti, Iran, 
Colombia, Pakistan, El Salvador, the Philip- 
pines. He has trained the bodyguards of 
Will Smith and the emir of Kuwait. He has 
barked orders at cigar-chewing soldiers of 
fortune and found himself caught up in a vi- 
olent Islamic revolution. On more than one 

occasion, he has been shot at, most 
famously in Venezuela, when a 
group of his own trainees mistook 
him for an enemy infiltrator and let 
loose with a cannonade of gunfire. 

“There aren’t too many people 
who have actually done this stuff,” 
Scotti says, referring to the defen- 
sive-driving institutes that have 
cropped up in the 30 years since 
he founded his own. “In this busi- 
ness, there are an awful lot of peo- 
ple teaching who have never done 
anything. I’ve been there, done 
that, and got the T-shirt. When | 
talk about being ambushed, I’ve 
been ambushed.” 

But Scotti hasn’t been am- 
bushed in a long time. In 1997, he 
sold his original school, the Scotti 
School of Defensive Driving, to a 
businessman in Florida, a move he 
describes as “the biggest mistake 
of my life.” Shortly afterwards, 
some of Scotti’s former instructors 
and admirers formed TSTN — 
hiring Scotti as a consultant. 
Then, last year, Scotti’s wife of 34 
years died unexpectedly, and Scot- 
ti fell off the map. “I’ve got the 
image of a tough guy who does all 
kinds of crazy-ass things, and I’ve 
been all over the world and all that 
other shit,” he says. “But if you 
told me anything, anything, would 
affect me like that, I’d have said no 











way. It just brought me to my knees.” For a 
moment, it seems this hard-bitten antiter- 
rorism expert may start crying. 

Following his wife’s death, Scotti became 
a “recluse,” he says, hardly ever venturing 
out, refusing to speak to any of his old 
friends and colleagues. Some people began 
to worry about his mental state. But Scot- 


ti’s a tough old bird. He’s also something of 


a patron saint to those in the defensive- 
driving game. “Scotti’s the expert, the 
guru,” says Anthony Ricci. “He’s written 
the books. He was there at the beginning. 
When it comes to security driving, he’s the 
best in the business. He’s the guy.” For 
those who know him, it seemed unthinkable 
that Scotti would remove himself complete- 
ly from the industry that he pretty much in- 
vented. They were right. 

“I’m getting back into it now,” Scotti 
says. “I’m trying to get my act together. It’s 
not been easy, but I’ve been trying.” He 
adds, sounding decidedly more chirpy, 
“There’s been a huge demand lately for 
what we do, the way we do it.” 

Recently, Scotti was asked to review 
some Al Qaeda training videos — though 
he won’t reveal by whom. “I'd go to jail,” 
he says, “and I don’t look good in stripes.” 
With this, he lets out one of his frequent, 
throaty chuckles. What Scotti saw in those 
tapes, though, is no laughing matter. “It 
was absolutely incredible driving and shoot- 
ing,” he says. “Standing up on the pegs of a 
motorcycle with an AK-47, shooting at a 
car, and hitting it.” There is more than a 
trace of admiration in his voice. “I don’t 
know where they’re learning that stuff, but 
that person had practiced. It was very im- 
pressive. As a matter of fact, I'd like to go 
to their schools.” He laughs again, a head- 
back, attention-grabbing guffaw. 


PEAK TO Scotti for long enough, and 

it becomes clear that he’s never more 
alive than when he’s immersed in his busi- 
ness. And, given the current state of the 
world, it seems likely that Scotti will be 
lively for quite a while. In late November, 
in a classic Scotti scenario, a car carrying 
Saparmurat Niyazov, president of Turk- 
menistan, was ambushed by gunmen. 
Niyazov survived, presumably because his 
driver had received some form of Scotti- 
type training. And while it seems that 
Niyazov’s attackers were not Al Qaeda—af- 
filiated, Scotti insists that the terror net- 
work will almost certainly conduct similar 
hits in the future. 

“The Al Qaeda videos show they are 
planning to attack vehicles,” he says, a 
twinkle in his eye. “They clearly show that.” 

Of course, most of us don’t have to worry 
about bin Laden devotees pouncing on us 
on the way to our local Stop & Shop. Even 
so, ordinary people are showing increasing 
interest in Scotti’s schools. The reason for 
this can be summed up in a single word: 
carjacking. Though not the hot-button issue 
it once was, carjacking is still a source of 
anxiety for many Ameri- 
cans, and rightly so. A 
report put out by the 
National Crime Victim- 
ization Survey estimates 
that the US saw an aver- 
age of 49,000 “attempt- 
ed or completed” car- 
jackings a year between 
1992 and 1996. And it’s 
not only soccer moms 
who are at risk. A day 
after the Niyazov inci- 
dent, burly New York 
Giants wide receiver 
Tim Carter was car- 
jacked by a couple of 
gun-toting thugs. 

“People,” says Scotti, 
“are scared.” 

Add a few snipers, 
drunk drivers, and road 
ragers to the mix, and defensive driving 
starts to seem like a very sensible option in- 
deed. “As our world changes, people are get- 
ting more security-conscious, and they are 
going to want to learn how to do these 
things,” says Ricci. “I had one lady into real 
estate, someone who has the potential to be 





Terrible velocity 


T’S A CHILLY November afternoon, and Anthony Ricci, myself, and a guy named Jim are 

standing on Advanced Driving & Security Inc.'s training course — a huge, abandoned airfield 
at the Quonset Point Naval Air Station in North Kingston, Rhode Island. Ricci is giving us a 
pep talk. “If you don’t want to survive,” he says, “you won't. You need the will to fight back. If 
not, you're going to die.” Jim, for his part, appears to be using every scrap of willpower just to 


Stay awake. 

A chauffeur for a large 
corporation, Jim looks a bit 
like Phil Donahue — though 
he has none of the talk- 
show host's manic energy. 
Over the course of the day, 
he and | take a couple of 
Ricci’s police-issue Crown 
Vics through a series of 
white-knuckle exercises that 
have the two hot dogs | ate 
for lunch (bad idea) rattling 
around my stomach, my 
stomach rattling around in- 
side my torso, and my testi- 
cles rattling around some- 
where in the region of my 
chest. 


WITH ANTHONY RICCI, sainpling Advanced 
Driving & Security Inc.'s training course aint for the 
weak-kneed 


My fellow trainee, however, seems unmoved. At one point, as Jim backs out of a simulated 
ambush, Ricci chases the car, throwing traffic cones, screaming, “You're not backing out of an 
airport This is a fucking kill zone! Go! Go! Gol” Granted, the slightly chubby, chino-wearing, 
goatee-sporting Ricci is no Abu Nidal, but the fact that Jim’s ho-hum expression barely flickers 
as his car hurtles into yet another neck-whipping, eyeball-popping J-turn leads me to believe 


he may already be dead. 


“Usually, people are a bit more aggressive,” Ricci says later. “I've had people in the ambush 
scenario who want to get out and fight you. I've had people who've had chest pains, and I've 
had to get out and calm them down. You never know what to expect.” He adds, “That gentle- 
man [Jim] was very subdued. He didn't show much emotion at all.” 

1, on the other hand, fall very much into the excitable category. 

As | hurtle about, Ricci’s voice occasionally comes over a two-way radio to offer advice or 
ask me how I’m doing. “Aaaaaaargh!” | invariably reply, or, “Eeeeeeee!” Only Ricci’s assur- 
ances that | am not about to suffer a tumbling, fiery death keep me from openly weeping. 
(Then again, he did have me sign that waiver, something about “THE RISK OF INJURY AND/ 
OR DEATH AND/OR PROPERTY DAMAGE,’ written in all-caps, if memory serves.) 

Anyway, it feels dangerous enough. There are no helmets, no special harnesses. Just me, a 
seatbelt, and three miles of open, skid-marked roadway. We do slaloms at 40 miles an hour, 
breaking and turning at 65. We change lanes at breakneck speeds, tires screeching, back 
ends whipping. We whiz around the course in reverse, practice using the car as a weapon. We 
do J-turns galore — whoooeeee! — and then put the whole lot together in a simulated car 
chase that leaves me weak-kneed for hours afterward. 

When the training session is over, | follow Jim’s car through the sprawling Quonset complex, 
past the camouflaged Humvees, the rusting watchtowers, the World War Il-era hangars and 
mysterious-looking silos. Jim, | notice, is driving very cautiously, even dodderingly, and for the 
first time it occurs to me that maybe I'd gotten-it wrong about Jim. Maybe he wasn't so blasé 
about ail this after all. Thinking about it now, maybe he was just scared stiff. 


attacked. We did teach her to do J-turns, 
even ramming. She was very good, very ag- 
gressive. But she wasn’t there to have fun. 
She said there was a need. This has to be 
done in a responsible manner.” 

(For the record: a J-turn is a maneuver 
that involves driving backwards as fast as 
you can, yanking the steering wheel around 
so the car goes into a spin, and then, mid- 
spin, slamming the car into drive, so that 
when facing in the opposite direction you 


THE SCOTTI METHOD teaclies that every hair-raising 
maneuver involves a time-distance relationship that can be 
put into an equation 





can accelerate and, tires screeching, go 
speeding away. The technique is meant to be 
used when faced with a roadblock-type am- 
bush. I’ve tried it. It is an awful lot of fun.) 
“Let’s be honest,” Scotti says, “when it 
comes to people like you, is it people afraid 
for their safety or is it people who want a 
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thrill? There’s a whole market out there, 
what I call the Super Galactic Ninja market. 
One of the things about our school was that 
you were always in a class of your peers. 
They were all people who did what you did. 
We prided ourselves on that. I don’t mean 
this in an insulting tone, but wanna-bes — 
people who want to learn to do J-turns, 
ramming, shooting — there’s a huge market 
for that. We made a big mistake in not 
going after that market.” 

Scotti first came to this realization while 
attending a Soldier of Fortune — or “Sol- 
dier of Fiction” — convention in Las Vegas 
a few years ago. “I’m walking around, bored 
to death,” he recalls. “Everyone’s dressed 
like a tree. | walk past this booth, and I see 
a knife. I ask the guy, ‘Is that price for real? 
A thousand bucks for a freakin’ knife?’ See, 
all these guys dressed as trees, if you talk to 
them, they’re all doctors, lawyers. This is a 
fantasy camp.” 

If Scotti gets his way, then these knife- 
buying fantasists will soon be shelling out 
similar amounts to go barreling around in 
TSTN’s fleet of old Crown Victorias. “I say 
to the guys, go for it,” Scotti says. “But it’s 
not up to me, it’s up to them.” 

Officially, Scotti will indeed have little 
say over whether to allow thrill seekers into 
TSTN’s driving courses. After all, he is, as 
he puts it, little more than a “figurehead” 
these days. And yet it’s clear that Scotti still 
commands a great deal of respect in the in- 
dustry. Ricci, for instance, responds to 
news of his mentor’s enthusiasm for the 
fantasy market with such an abrupt U-turn 
you can practically hear his mental tires 
screeching. “I’m not saying I won’t teach 
that stuff if Tony’s saying | will,” Ricci says. 
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“He may be looking at a new market 
Maybe he’s thinking ahead of me.” 

But not everyone is so easily swayed 

“I believe the requirement [to obtain a 
driver’s license] is to be able to back up 50 
feet,” says David Shaw, a spokesman for the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles, “but not at 50 
miles an hour. Certainly, knowing what to 
do in dangerous situations is important. But 
driving like a maniac because you know 
how is an awful idea. We urge drivers to 
take courses to heighten their skills, but if 
this is going to make people fearless, and 
therefore reckless, that we don’t want. If 
someone takes this class, thinks he’s an ex 
pert, and decides to go down Storrow Drive 
backwards, that would be a disaster. 

“It does sound like fun, though,” he 
adds. “How much is it?” 

Not cheap. A one-day ASDI course, 
complete with an afternoon on the driving 
strip, will set you back about a grand, 
though the price goes up to $2000-plus for 
more elaborate training. “For the rubber 
alone it’s worth it,” says Ricci. “I guarantee 
to give you a set of tires. You just have to 
scrape them off the pavement to get them.” 


HE SCOTTI Method isn’t all fun and 

games, however. Before they go out on 
the driving strip, TSTN students must spend 
a considerable amount of time in the class 
room, learning about lateral acceleration, 
turning radiuses, and weight transference 
There’s an old Scotti quote that Ricci is fond 
of repeating: if you're not doing the science, 
you're not educating, you're entertaining. 
“It’s not just driving through cones,” Ricci 
says. “We’re measuring a student’s ability to 
use the capabilities of the vehicle. This is 
backed by math, not the instructor’s opinion. 
What we teach can be scientifically proven.” 

Indeed, Scotti — an engineer by training 

- founded his method on the premise that 
one can understand, and so prevent, am- 
bushes by applying the delineations and cal- 
culations usually associated with accident re- 
construction (hence another well-worn Scotti 
quote: an ambush is just an accident with 
guns). “I don’t care if you’re walking through 
Medford Square or driving in Bogota,” Scotti 
says. “An ambush is a time-distance relation- 
ship. How much time do I have? How close 
are they? How fast am I moving? Well, all 
that can be put into an equation.” 

He returns to Al Qaeda. “You’ve heard this 
many times, that they answer only to Allah,” 
Scotti says. “Well, no offense to Allah, but 
that’s bullshit. They live by the laws of 
physics, the same laws we all live by, the laws 
of the universe. When someone pulls a trig- 
ger, a bullet comes out at a certain velocity 
and at a certain angle. Allah, I think, cannot 
make a bullet go around corners. Allah can’t, 
when you put the brakes on at 60 miles an 
hour, make the car stop any quicker. There is 
a science to what they’re doing. People have 
called my training the ‘Scotti Method’ 
well, I didn’t get hit on the head with the 
apple, it wasn’t me. It’s the laws of physics.” 

This may be so, but there’s no getting 
away from the fact that the truly compelling 
things about the Tony Scotti driving experi- 
ence are the ramming, the slamming, the 
screeching, the swishing, the speed. After 
all, equations like LA = V2 /R (32.2) don't 
mean much until you've felt the dynamics 
they describe, the irresistible forces that 
send you sliding across your car seat, the 
car itself juddering across the surface of the 
road, its tires howling, leaving a trail of 
acrid smoke. That’s what the thrill seekers 
will be willing to shell out a thousand bucks 
or more for. That’s living. 

Scotti, for all his previous enthusiasm, 
does not really approve of such a devil-may 
care approach to the art of defensive driving 
After all, he says, the roads are already dan- 
gerous enough. “Someone once asked me 
what incident scared me the most,” he con- 
tinues, leaning in, solemn again. “I can tell 
you, and I’m sincere, it was when my beauti- 
ful little girl drove a car for the first time. 
Lives are wiped out every day. Nothing I’ve 
ever done has scared me more than that.” 


Chris Wright can be reached at 
cwright@phx.com 
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GET A JOB 


Coming to The Boston Phoenix: January 17, 2003 


On January 17 The Phoenix will publish Get A Job, our special recruitment sup- 
plement targeting greater Boston’s workforce age 18-34. Get A Job is a stand- 
alone supplement and features compelling, edgy editorial that gives our rather 
eclectic readers a leg up in managing their careers. Get A Job is a must read for 
college students looking to work their way through school, graduating seniors in 
search of their first “real job”, and for young, active urban professionals interest- 
ed in keeping current with career opportunities. 








If you’re looking to target energetic college students on the move or Boston’s 
youthful urban uptowns, then Get A Job is a must buy. No other media outlet 
delivers this qualified audience as efficiently as the Phoenix. Take a look at our 
substantial numbers: 


Boston Phoenix HOW TO READ: 


Total Readers 381.300 The Boston Phoenix reaches 
: 381,300 readers. 134,500 Phoenix 

Age 18-24 79,300 readers are age 25-34. 
Age 25-34 134,500 
College Degree 201,600 4 
Professional/Technical 73,000 

. SOURCE: 
Gorkaly sales : 67,300 The Media Audit, Jun-Jul 2002, 
Proprietor/Managerial 86,200 4 edition cume, Boston SMSA 


What’s more the Phoenix will drive 
even more readers to Get A Job 
through an aggressive promotional 
campaign that includes in paper, radio 
& on line advertising. 


Get your message in front of the right 
audience. Advertise in The Boston 
Phoenix’s GET A JOB. Call your account 
executive or Phoenix Classi-fieds at 
617-450-8766 today to place your ad. 


Reservation Deadline: 
Friday, Jan. 10, 2003 
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CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ACCOUNT EXECUTIVI 
The Pt yriented team player to join the Classified Display 
business, achieve assigned sales goals, and prepare } —— 
Sales plan. Ideal candidate would have at least one year of outside sales Media sales a plus but not 
necessary, will train the right person. In addition to excellent income and professional growth opportunities 
a comprehensive benefits package 
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The successful candidate will be highly organized, show good analytical skills 
Responsiblities will include selling classified advertising, sale 
addition to excellent growth opportunities, this position offer 
benefits package 
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Fax, mail or email resume with salary requirement to 
Human Resources 

126 Brookline Avenue 

Boston, MA 02215 
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PRE-PRESS OPERATOR 

Mass Web Printing, a rapidly growing high quality commercial web printer, has an exciting Pre-Press opportunity 
Qualified applicants must have Digital imposition, scanning, and Adobe Acrobat experience. Some 4/color stripping, 
platemaking, QuarkXpress, Pagemaker, PhotoShop needed. Hours 11pm-7am. Competitive compensation and ben- 


























efits package available 


Please fax resumes to 
508-832-9891 

Email to jobs@phx.com 
or apply in person 
Mass Web Printing Co 
314 Washington St 
Auburn, MA 01501 
508-832-5317 eoe 
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CALL CENTER REP 

Immediate openings in our fast-paced call center for full-time and part-time customer service reps 
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Bilingual 
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Human Resources 
26 Brookline Avenue 
Boston, MA 02215 
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FNX ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
(101.7 BOSTON AREA, 92.1 PORTLAND AREA, 103.7 
FNX is THE Alternative in New England, and if you share that kind of attitude, you might be 
energetic and enthusiastic individuals who walk our walk and talk our talk. If you think you have the right stuff, let us know 
A minimum of 1 year sales experience and ability to generate new business a must. Experience in media sales a plus 
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PART TIME EVENT COORDINATORS (BOSTON, PORTLAND & PROVIDENCE AREAS) 
The FNX Radio Network, is looking for dependable and enthusiastic part-time van drivers/event coordinators to assist the 
promotions staff at evening and weekend events. Responsibilities include execution of on-site promotior 
break down of technical e ose and customer relations with venue management with listeners. A clean driving record 
a flexible schedule, knowledge of the alternative format and the ability to interact in a professional and friendly manne 
with others is a must! 
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{ Guitar wanted for established 


Lead cmger Avail 


Lox } ink/alte 


band. Has performir exp. Inf 





ireenday/F ¢ at 
Trick/Replaceme all 
“ Vox w whey yA 
P and a 1 
wrent; G/BDw vox reh. wkly 
Acton 12 gigs/yr we 
35-1913 





Metal Guitarist 


ING to form/join the heavies 
king band in Boston & bey | 
Need young lymanic fully 
DEDICATED players. Ca 
8B 1-B90-599% 


MUSICIANS 


t fight, musically speakir 


all 617-840-1568 


Musicians Wanted 


seeks syn/keys, fx artist, and 
t mplete band 
mbatar t 
E « NIN ete 
Rad ad 
Untouchables) 508-326-414 


Nd Guit w/ Voc 
eck ¢ quares PT Band 
f Hv Cl ret 
Norfolk, MA. Ex Hum Sex Re 


x4 Bel Cadillac 


Need Musicians 


ar eek Kk Jed 
a alt-¢ 
ck r h ge be 
apa y sence v 
er je. The B: Whiske 
rar E ail Mat ) 
nk @t 1 


PEACHYKEEN | 


k f Ft 
] ] 


Plano Player Wanted 


ul ( play 

band Nc hurry. Biues e 
stuff, ballad-boogie. | have 

a piano. Mike 617-924-4115 


Pro Drummer Avl. 


All styles rock/pop. Have pr 
gear and trans. Quick learne 
Very aid back Jay 61 1€ 
194 


Professional 
Dance/Party/Cover/Sho 
w/Wedding Bands 
Sought for clubs and wedding 

wk on Block Island. Booking 
early for season. Don't delay 
Send packages to OIEM PO Box 
656 Waterbury, VT 05676. N 


amateurs please 


R&B Motown Male 
Vocalist 





Wanted for one f NE tor 
GB/Dance bands. Seeking 
xperie f t 
front. M r 
1 e i offe 
) 11eNGd 
aranteed gigs: the opportunity 
f th talented and rer 
ita van nd a ad 
ave ame ¢ be 
449-8626 ar 
: je quired € 


ROCK/POP VOCALIST 


e Blink 


Seeking Bassist 


f 


t 


k 4 ve 
jer wit 1 all Brenda 
Singer Wanted 
M/F singer (songwriter) who can 
play an instrument(s) for estat 
ished NorthShore 
roots/tolk/biue yinal grout 
ait Bot tudic 978-921 
1494 


oking for ba r musicia 


NMH. John 617-335-614 


Singer/Ld Guit Wntd 





idiot Box seek ager and lead 

| t for gigging around 

B site www.idiot 

boxmusi m email us if inter 
ted 


Songwriter s |Workshop 


aft 


pertorma 
tique. All styles. Be ready to pe 
t t Pr ” Meetir } 

ace in west burbs. Email Ton 


t@hotma 


Stee! Drummer 
Available 


Attent estaurant t 


Talented Male & Female 
Singers weoced 


TOO OLD TO ROCK.. 
young to die tisillusioned 
methings mger and bass 

ayer) seeking like-minded ind: 


duals to play sedly signif 





amt yet culturally iwrelevant 
quality k e.g. Clast 
te Replacements 
e€ t vt 
gina 61 4 
} gshot @ ly on 


Tour Bus 
1994 hampion, 8 K or ew 


e and trans, 4 bunks, 20 mi 


per gallon, diesel couches 
AC TV/VCR. bathroom, 32 ft 
yreat for bands. $5500 obo. Ca 


Dave 401-741-638 


WANTED 
CREATIVE DRUMMER. 
\ Band & gig expenence, hf 


pace, all origina nt anes 
Cure Hole, SOL ate 
Kinney, Tribe. (Boston Band 
y Creative ¢ 
t 10, Male pref 
nsider ema 
7 309 


ACTING 
CLASSES & 
WORKSHOPS 


ACTING UP! 
How to get your kidz in the biz 
www.actingup.us 


THE NEW ACTORS 
WORKSHOP 
SINCE 1956 BOSTON’S 
OLDEST AND BEST 
PRO ACTING SCHOOL! 
617.423.7313 


F/T DAY CLASSES FOR 
ADULTS. P/T BEGINNING 
ACTING CLASS. P/T CLASSES 
IN TELEVISION COMMER 
CIALS AND FILM. SPECIAL 
TEEN LASSES SELF 
IMPROVEMENT FOR NON 
ACTORS. ALL CLASSES HAVE 
HOWCASE PUBLIC PERFOR 
MANCES IN OUR FULLY 
EQUIPPED THEATRE 





FOR 2 FREE 


BROCHURE! 617.423.7313 


AMER 


> SUMME 
STUDIO 4, BOSTON 


N THE MOMENT all-female al 





enced 1 appe 


nthemomentsinas 


MOVIE eve ‘ 


$400/day 
k eeded. N xpe 
i 7 f 
Digit 
1 xt A 


TALENT WANTED 


Ash- sha Entertainment 


oking fc R&B. Hip Hor 
Reggae & Old Schoo! DJ t 
keep « rent with all of the latest 
tr c t Ma =] 
F fe Vancer 
lia 
/ Ba 
' me dist 
alists, for Ne t 
nk musi & R&B ba 


Contact Chaney @ 
617-364-3616 


YOUR AUDITIONS 
AD HERE 





For more inform 
i] 20 in r 
assified: 


MUSICAL 
INSTRUCTION 


Drum Set Teacher 

Berklee graduate, 20 

vce. All ages/all styles. Cal 
Rick 617-739-8875 


KAREN DEBIASSE 
_ VOICE LESSONS» 





3 exper 


Become a great singer 

4ynamic ranae. strenatt 

ynamic range J 

i ar Piano D V 
karendebiasse corr 





617-529-6243 


MARY HEALEY 
VOCAL LESSONS 


Pop/Rock technique 
Call 617-964-0804 
Beginners welcome 





Saxophone Instruction 


a! scan Ww years 
expenence for lessons. Contact 
Be 617-4 674 f emai 


benbogart @ earthiink.net 
YOUR MUSIC 
LESSONS AD HERE 


re information on plac 


ut Mus & Showbiz 





617-450-8753 


YOUR VOICE! 


} € ter w t 
a eate ‘ € a 
nae ok and flexibility. A 

Bex er € a) 
ame Va tyke at 61 469 
9491 


MUSICAL 
SERVICES 


24 Track Analog 
Recording 
1 hr 





styles. $325 





oon to 10pm. Free 
through 1/31/03 401-247-7704 
www.newcastlesound corr 


Songwriters/Band 
Wanted 





Entertainment company seeks 
iginal artists to ¢ de 
t Jeo/filnvrad A 
M have pro der \ 
a€ ta ent h 
M 
WHIPLASH 
H 40 DJ 
253-7166 





RECORDING 
STUDIOS 


Recording Studic Braintree 
Ree! Studio not some ones bed 

yom with Pro tools HD and 
great analog and vintage gea 
Great selectior yf 





musical if 
struments, 35 Hr, block rates 
available call 617-642-3847 
email info @ opedre m 

The Moontower Recording 
Porter Sq Cambridge. 24 tracks 
and vintage 
Block rates 
avail... 617-491-2106 moontow 
er3 @ yahoo.com 


REHEARSAL 
SPACE 


SOUND MUSEUM 


Location, Location... 


pro-tools. Great new 


gear. $25-30/hr 





noes. 24hr access 


pon 423-4959 


THE MUSIC 
COMPLEX 


50 Brighton St. - Charlestown, MA 


- FEATURING - 
* Free Parking 
* All rooms alarmed 
& soundprooted with 
timate contro! 


° Easy access 


Special Winter 


Room Sale 
Call Now For 
Special Rates 


1st Month Free. 


* CALL NOW * 
617.241.9117 


MODELING 
OPPS. 


MODELS 








WANTED 


Select models wanted for loca 





broadcast. Must be outgoir 
Ema 

Hollywood 13000 @ yahox 

is € al Phot apt 

€ physica fit F ale 

Models 1€ phot ee 

paid at $50/hr. Please call 61 


13.9927 


YOUR MODELING 
AD HERE 


For more information on placing 
an ad in our Music & Showbiz 

ontact Sarah at 

rosenstein @ phx m 


617-450-8753 


STUDIO SPACE 


300-1000 Sq Ft avail in 
Ht/elec, Nr North Station, Ne 
for Art stud 

r Factory, 500 
1000 ft-$1000. 617 





ease sreat 

Storage, Office 

ft-$500/mo 
20-4446 
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Phoenix ROOMMATES 


CAMBRIDGE SOMERVILLE CAMBRIDGE: F. 30s, sks F 
F wanted for sunny room in nice Skg 2 MF to shr 3BR apt. N 3BR ¥ 7AM hd gag thane, 
apt. 3 min from Central Sq. $600 Harvard Sq. on bus, Avail 1/1 Harv. $8 Siena vs , oni 4 “4 
avail now or 1/1. 617-661-8654 $550 1sVlast. 617-867-6173 1/1. 617-547-5391.” 
AVAILABLE DORCHESTER SOMERVILLE —CAWORIDGE F sts quet WF Lo 


) ple Roommates ad 
To plac phn then gees ates ac 1BR in creative artistic multi BR Skg 1 M/F shr 3BR apt w/ 2M 
call ( at household. Nr Umass, W/D students, spac BR, DSL able mw th & 
hdwd firs, Avail Now —— 


to advertise call phoenix classifieds at 617-859-3300 = Se, oe Ss Oe. o 
*SUBURBAN VIC- ut! 617-288-9527 Red line T/bus, $565/mo. Ava arlestown: 


TORIAN DORCHESTER 9. 2 Ig rms. Sh bathvtche 
S'Busto Orange line, NrGni, wo BA avail ASAP in 26R Newy _ SOMERVILLE = == Ns:$ mo dep. nc ut 
1 X 15" Bdrms avail (furn or un) ir Renovated oy $600 uti sm > 50. Large r . 31 

* am" Oo 10 min ik to id's Corn T everything, credit check $600+0 t 
grand Victorian (1880, 2nd Empire = (fgg! ‘Ling). Washer/Dryer, 61 ‘ 9641 : CHESTNUT HILL 
style) w/ Crystal Lake views Dishwasher, garbage disposal Skg rot/grad to st sreat 


B/G/UT trendly M sks 2 N/S (min 


alch, no drugs) consid resp MF to Soe‘anyalau"y Clean 28 GM. 617 SOMERVILLE al 8A ike see WID, Close 


ww.bostonphoenix.com/apartments ease Motes — a. re a a LN 
www.bostonphoenix.com/apartmentshowcase pig iaesyos Nope JAMAICA PLAIN. nes sal cn eS etviesheoes 


781-246-7695 Skg 1 N/S M 28+ proft/grad to shr LEVELAND CIRCLE 


MALDEN GARDENS/PLEASANT PLAZA MEDFORD RcomeStomptg Reem pag SOMERVILLE, .Shan'eth th cap 


pets. Music/movie/comic book fans ery nice quiet space & I'm easy t 


520 Main St. « Malden, MA 02148 Sunny spacious 2 level apt Lg a +. Avail 1/1. $600+ Vincent 61 nished, prkg ndry, walk ve with, Sonal Wendy ole ck. 
BR's, hdwd firs, driveway and St 971-0460 St ivan al utils incl, $606 noking please. 25+, M/F. $650 
prkg, 5 min walk to Tufts, 5 min 617-623-9593 ali 617-603-4009 for Stuart 

drive to 93 & 16, newly renovated 
ree ‘a & appliances, Avail 12/15. $550 JAMAICA PLAIN WALTHAM DAVIS SQ./TUFTS: Large roor 
a pe » per Bedroom. 339-788-1065 or BR avail, newly renov cond c (. non smk to shr spa 3BD apt. 2 blocks from Tufts exce’ 


Very clean, sunny. Share new kitct 
DORCHESTER/FIELDS >OR 


& B58. &., ls 3 ott le. ( t T 
timdever usa@vahoo.co' w/3 other people lose to Dus 
a uantchiomnscerctak weston cate W/D $600. Call Monica 617-901 
ALLSTON = 
NER: Share 3BR apt w/ ocean view 


At Harv Comm T, 5 min to Coolidge JAMAICA PLAIN Serious inquiries only N/S. $400 incl util. 617-269-6718 


me ) 3) 24+ 
Crnr, Skg N/S prot/grad Pret F, 24 Skg F conid, resp, gay fmdly to shr ACTON & Worcester GM couple 


to shr L nny 2BR apt, $725 incl t HYDE P Victorian home. « 

utils wid. stro 1/1. Kate 857-544 cute 2BR apt. Hdwd firs, good light seeks M or F housemates. Bott = S yo My y WM seek ard 

0502 : Min from T, $460+utils, Avail 1/1 are near T. Call Eric 978-263-9427 NS f “pt x WID. nts Pa $408 

—— possibly sooner. 617-983-0523 eo TUE, Tre Cane Some 
® Avail Now. 617-361-3919 


ALLSTON 
ALLSTON MEDFORD SQ 1F sks F to shr 2 BR apt in hse, nr = MEDFORD/ARLINTON LINE: 388 


FEATURES: M/F for balance of SBR Victorian Gay M skg 1 roommate for modern T & Harvard sq. prkg, Indry. MUST to shr with Bi-F. Hdwd firs. W/D 
























































$625+utils. call 617-750-6378 





hse. $625 utils inc. Avail now. Lots . - SEE. Avail Now! No Pets. $500 Seah bene : . ; 
aciou 2 BR « dy DW, large kitch, jacuzzi, off S 
Heat, hot water & central A/C included Boston * 2 bedroo 1S @ $1400/ ionth of storage Nr. T, no pets. 617-783 os ody ye AS, yi, in BAL 617-783-2840 prkg Nr 93 prieied, Avail Now ~ 
Indoor pool for year-round swimming : : 4771. 617-680-2147 DM. Disp. central air, No pets, no nee 1/1, $700. pret Gay or Bi F or M 
Men's & Women's saunas Riverway apartments. Near Brookline smoking, On Busses to orange & | ALLSTON: Nice RM in 3 person —_7g1-874-1269 
2 é 


" ALLSTON red lines Avail Now $700/mo apt. Nr bus line & green line 
Balconies village, Longwood medical and Packards Comer area, Enormous +utils. Call Shaun @ 781-396 $500/mo +utils. Avi now! Nice quiet Newton 










” tn A ar loc 7-782-3476 Room for rent seeking M/F to share 
Exercise room BR avail. Shr apt w/ 2M prot/artsy 4370 61 rts bg 9 7 
types. Avail Now! Smoking OK, On = : = 2 bdrm apt. $600 per/mos includes 
Laundry room on every floor Longwood T stops. Heat & Hot water Pn ene ton datlan a MARLBORO ALLSTON: Skg.t MF N/S. to shy alutiies, Harold 617-964-1863 
Community Room included, Hardwood floors mace musically. No Freaks. Call Share w/ 4 college grad prof F in 7 ay W/D, pinty storage Ig clos NORTH END 
Underground parking available : 617-783-5386 BR colonial. Access to comm rail, et. direct TV includ. Avail 1/1. $500 Prof F sks prof M/F to shr spa 
" P ili W/D, pool, 6 acres, off st pkg +oil HT. 617-782-2095 2BR apt be cat frndly 
On-site maintenance & office staff high ceilings, roof-deck BOSTON $400+ Call for details 508-481 ; more pets avail Jan 1 
1BR avail in S. End Brownstone 1272 ARLINGTON: 1LF skg 1F 35-46 tc $725+1/2 utils, 1st/last/sec, no 


207 


FLOOR PLANS: 1 & 2 Bedrooms 3BR/3tull Bath duplex. Shr w shr grt 2+ BR, EIK, Lvg Rm, Dng _Callls after 9, 617-22 
2GM, early 30's. Recent renov. Lg MISSION HILL Rm, Yrd, Preh, $€ 50+ 781-64 - : , 


ROSLINDALE: Skg 2 M/F to shr 


. BR (20x20), priv entrance & bath Skg 1 M/F to shr 4BR co-ed apt 5043 xt 1 aie —n 
LEASE TERM: One ated CALL RUSS AT hdwd firs, Lg kitch, D/W, W/D Near T/bus, Hdwd firs porch, yard SBR house, N/S, no pets, bus/T, off 


9802 


vy Ve suTL e st prkng, storage, Avail ASAP. $385 
$866. Avail 1/1, Richard 617-834- brand new appliances, W/D, BR is BRIGHTON/Oak Sq: Skg Prof M/F ie + ay ? 7 
x : . ve ~ © $410+utils. Oliver 61 9-17 
DIRECTIONS: From Rte. 93, take exit 32 6390 largest of 4BR's, pinty St. prkg, 25+ to shr SBR Hse. Priv prkg, Nr ne ht bt nor 
Avail Now! $775/mo +utils, Call 57/501/64 Busses & Pike/Storrow SOMERVILLE: Skg 1F to shr 4BR 


BOSTON 617-201-8243 Avail Jan 1, $440+. 617-789-4720 apt. Cat OK, Hdwd, EZ prkg, On 


Beacon Hill: 33yo M skg 1 M/F to Bus, Nr Davis, W/D, DW, bak 


Rte. 60 East to Malden Center. Maiden 6 1 J-7] 99-5 1 58 
Gardens & Pleasant Plaza are located at the aeaueee a Geaine 
shr 2BR apt. w/ cat, Hdwd firs PORTER sQ rene ne } ay seeks 2 prof $650+ 617-817-2259 


corner of Main St. and Florence St 3 BR apt. artist pret 
W/D, roof-deck, $720/mo. no sec F Skg quiet, F prof/grad for Lg BR rkina space provic ze F >, . , > 
CALL FOR PRICES AND INFO: OR THE STAFF AT dep. Joe 617-367-1564 n Renov 2BR apt. 7 min to T, W/D working space provided, near Bus SOMERVILLE: 2BR's avail i 


“ae . No smoking, pe r_ kids apt. Avail 1/1-5/31. $700 
EZ on St. prkg, nice safe nbrhd $600+utils, Avail Now, 617-78 / 


99. 4 & & - EAEQ/neq 617-718 é spacious rms w/ Lg closets & hdwd 
781-322-0580 or 781-397-7515 61 7 547 0026 BOSTON Avail Now! $850/neg 617 1605 Helen fs, newly renov Kich partially Furr 
~ — Skg N/S to shr 3BR split apt w phe 3 min walk to Tuft min walk 
OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 8-4 1M/1F, W/D, deck, Near T/bus BRIGHTON: Skg 1 Proficlean F Davis Sq T. 732-599-5214 or 
Avail 12/1. $825 incl HT/HW, no PORTER sQ 25-35 > 4 BR apt. $450 Hl/Hw nicheal .kleinman @ tufts ed 
: ° . . . 317-821-556 F Ska quiet. F ‘t/grad for La BR incl. W/D, On St. pkg, bus, N/S. Av 
MANAGED BY: investmentslimited@hotmail.com pac Pn n Renov 28R apt. 7min toT, W/D, 1/1. No students or pets. Aileen or SOMERVILLE, avi. 1/1, skng 2 mf 
Cornerstone Corporation BRIGHTON EZ on St. prkg, nice safe nbrhd. Fiona 617-787-0107 25+, protigrad. N/S tor 4 bdrm § 














i . Avail Now! $850/neg 617-718 min to subway, sunny, view w/d 
SS a ee || (ee BROOKLINE/WASH SQ: WF N/S _hivhw incl, $450+ (617) 776-7045 
eee 5 sUsseS 2 rms avi in 3BR apt, safe, sunn 
stores/restaurants, prkg, Avail Jar SOMERVILLE hdwd firs w/indry 3 blocks t T South End: 1 Lg BR avi in 2 BR 
1, Call 617-783-5986 deck. $550 for smaller rm. $625 for apt. M or F._ Nr subways. Hdwd firs 





ROOMMATES WANTED 


3kg 1 M/F for Lg sunny BR in 2 BR " , no rr S550 /m 
+ 1YDE PA RK } J lar { 317-566-3526 easy going artistic rmmt, $550/m 
BRIG! iT N apt. New Hdwd firs, D/W, parking arger. avi 1/1. € 66-352 : *: gt Fe : A 
O torage, T accessible. Quiet nbrhd . 







~ + ( Sc 1 to shr La 2 apt > * 597 .297.99 CAMBRIDGE ent-Kend, 12/1 
MEDFORD . OAK Sq. skg 110 shi Lg SBR apt. $600!mo, 617-817-328 kg MIF. quit, clean profigrad tor, | WESTNEWTON 
Sunny, spacious 2 level apt. Lg BR's, Beautiful 1BR studio, close to T, 11, 617-822-9979 SOMERVILLE «ghey pag hy ary family house. Of St. prk $60 
Hdwd firs, driv eway & Street prkg, 5 min prkg, refrigerator. sity BROOKLINE ee Fs ak la tT OO. MISTER 0 "G17 859-3310 
walk to Tufts, 5 min drive to 93 & 16, COOLIDGE CORNER, skg 1M kitchen. Hdwd firs, W/D, ext 







HDWD fir 


Wonderful 2BR, W/D hook-up, artistic, near T. $600%mo 617-731: Pe yr resp Os MF $550. C : 
guet_, prkg, close to T. = 17-70-9004 
qxsote CAMBRIDGE SOMERVILLE e gas 

Call for more info oR oBA y i. ae a oat car Meat tee ton sah R E A L E S TAT E 


apt Harvard Sq apt. aay friendly, Nice neight 


newly renovated & appliances, No 
smoking, no pets, Avail 12/15. 


$550 per bedroom. 
339-788-1065 or 781-395-7103. 





RENTALS/ 







Hdwd firs, W/D, DW, Nr T/bu hood, 5 min from T. Hdwd firs 
or email timdever_usa@yahoo.com 617-364-4457 or 617-839-1173 Avail Now Rent staring » $701 ED PR Avail Now 


309-5044 We NAHANT 
LR, office, BR & bath, st tch & 
jeck. W/D, prkg incl $7954 + ut 


ALLSTON Spi ict $595 


BR avail in 4 BR apt, 1 









Trammell Crow Residential Services va 
WATERTOWN 


You can get there 
from here! 















The Only Thing 
We Overlook 
Is The City 













JAMAICA PLAIN _,, SOMERVILLE 







Museum Way 
Cambridge, MA 021 










617-945-6866 








micheal. kleinman @tutts edu to Boston. New Rug 


Classic/Newly Renovated Studio M |} S E U M TOW E RS pom OK Nr se re mn m Ave te ~ 
1, 2 and 3 Bedroom Apartment e THE ULTIMATE ADDRESS = LOFTS fe t 19, WD. st rage in bsmt 
Homes * Spacoius Floor Plans . , *EREE RENT** a4 ™ ’ 


Private Patio/Balcony * Outdoor Poo! PETS 
Heat and Hot Water Included ‘ 











New name old neighbor 













Luxury Apartments Located 
In The Heart of Brookline 















Newly Renovated 1, 2, 
and 3 Bedroom Apartments 


Amenities at Museum Towers: 








Rent or 






























Heat, Hot Water and Laundry Facilities e Convienently Day!’ Che ‘ ye gs Peck SIRQOP Ae Alt (1DOBAIT tree 
‘ located close to Mass Pike, 128 out our other ad in the Phoenix 617-739-1288 | ‘ 
Real | Estate sectior for a list 
Gas Cooking Included Boston, Parks, Banks and Resturants 


amenities. Call for more info and Dorchester/S.Boston 
rr 7 O Cool apts! $995-$180 
"617- 945-6866 www.athomeboston 
@HOME Realty 617-436-7676 
BOSTON eae eats a 
BRIGHAM CIRCLE: Huge Studi Davis Sa! Red line. La cate IBA 
with EIK, renovated, clean & apt in 2 tam. Hdwd firs, LR, OR 
ae ——. etn t EIK. porch, driveway, yard, $1375+ 
bus. $1050 Hee ae EIK, porch, dr 
Monica 617-901-6831 617-290-3110 


soutt¥DE PARK EONDOSTHOMES” 


ose t 


Wonderfull 2BR, W/D hookur 


prkg, close to T, $1200 SUTTON, NH us 


Call for more info 617-364-4457 
617-839-1173 


JAMAICA PLAIN 


Newly renovated 1200 Sq Ft 2BR 
apt. Lg kitch, Liv rm, Din rm, refir 
shed wood firs, priv deck, quiet off 
Street locale, Nr intersection of 
Centre & South St. Avail Now Wont 
$1450 neg. 508-982-4932 > 


Rent Ranges from 
$1,572.00 - $3,100.00 


Easy Access to Longwood 
Medical Areas 


Excellent Views of Boston 


DEXLER 
PARNt 


LUXURY APARTMENT HOMES 


Walking distance to most 
conveniences 


TOO MANY 
SPECIALS TO LIST... 
CALL TODAY 


whitney. 
VAIN 


apartments 























mmon area washer/dryer (for oversized loads 












Secured card-access to building 
















Bike Storage Rooms 














3 High-speed elevators in each towe’ 




































Our Apartments are Appointed with: 


Washer 





& Dryer 
Wall t 




















wall carpeting 














y applianced kitchens including built-in microwave 























Baicomes available on 









versized windows allowing 










tical bi 













233 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02471 
(617) 923-3435 
Office Hours 7 Days a Week 
www. whitneyonmain.com 





sa Page house has bee 


A 
rewly renovated. 4 BR, 1 BA 
d 





















Rent The . partment. Own The ( ‘ity. .. Welcome Home! 
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MIND, BODY, SPIRIT SERVICES 





Pa “Best Massage in Metro-Boston... HANDS DOWN!” 


Matrix Health Massage 





SRR EE 
HEALTH/FITNESS/ 
NUTRITION 








SUS | to) 






te he Al PRE-HOLIDAY SALE 
. | $10.00 discount for November 
Massa .. on all massage 
OF sa cane 


Diet! 





aCCessid 


www.ma inline: com 





XSE=a 






Deep, Nurturing 
Massage 





617- 
Moondance Massage 131-4336 
Exotic Massage 
Come in from the cold 
and take a vacation to 
paradise. Enjoy a mas- 
sage from a profession- 
ally trained exotic 
masseuse. Women wel- 
come! Weekdays 9-5. 


NEED TO PASS A DRUG 
Lali 617-254-3844 


erytime 





THE DANISH HEALTH CLUB 


———$ Healing & Relaxation 
PENIS OE A cemant y ancing body 


HERBA 





19 Bridge St. * Kittery, ME * 03904 


207.439.7188 





depres Massage 


E Xcelient Seneie. f 


Real Martial Arts All Major Credit Cards Accepted 


exp. Latino Masseur 


oe Me os faction gua habla. espanol. -" GYLTRPLTOOY 
hands avi. 617-240-009 Deadlines, Bills, Newton 
" 2 Intaws, Pr of 
cal an 781 set MASSAGE eee Corner 
ic oY nor «= MOy Of Living? | Massage 
liam. ask for Eddie at 781-3€ od will hel 
ASTROLOGY he 10 ) rid of wach oy Treat yourself 





Our highly trained with a Swedish 
‘ therapists will 

a massage away your 
By cert. male therapist. $60/hr . 


7320-0488 werw.morgenme ‘or worries. Enjoy Life. 


ASTROLOGERS 
Place your ad here and reach 
),000 readers. For more int 
ease contact: Robin Laskey 
617-859-3368 or 


THERAPEUTIC MAS- 
SAGE 


laskey @phx.com sage.com 


SS 
SUPPORT GROUPS 
Tarot Readings 


Holistic Practioners Nurturing Lic. Massage Therapist by Lisa 
Your ad here! Call Robin 617 fering soothing swedish mas- - 
859-3368 sage. GIFT CERTIFICATES pews 


SV ABLE L011 617-839-088 





Men To Men Massage 
Experience a pleasurable full 
body relaxing massage. You wil 

be satisfied. 617-412-1 





Par excellence! 617-522-783) 


The art, therapy and bliss 
Perhaps the massage for you 





*A POWER MASSAGE* Jeff 617-236-7009 RETURN TO Stress Reduction and 
Exp. ttalian masseur. Unwind & HARMONY m i ope 


treat yoursell weil in convenient 
ity location. 617-983-0043 


“BRITISH MALE 
THERAPIST“ 


Through the soothing rhythm 
and flow of Hawaiian total body 


before wor app pts. avi. 
Special rates. If interest- 


nassage. Combined with 





1 1/2 Hr. Friendly Mas- neabiaiedl aii aaiien ‘act ed call Joe. 978-640- 

sage $75, hr, $55 ( Vormweng oe . a ¥ Swedish, Deep Tissue 9760. 

731-9288). near Beacon St niques (including body electric Acupressure. Shiatsu. First ses 

SpaceMassage.com David sports specialty, conveint. lox ion reduced rate. 9am-9pm Ca This Christmas give the gift of 
in/out. Sam-11pm. 617-596-8296 massage! The perfect stress relief 


Brandon. IN/OUT 


for the busy holiday seasor 


617-547-6191 


NGSQUGMSSAGE Relaxing & rayne 
; ; IE Als 
Total body massage for men. Rob Rejuvenating Self Day Spa PSYCHICS 
978-352-6890 Massage Body massage naar ing 








In a clean and beautiful environ 


ment by experienc vob Re. 
76" Helena -53 - 


Relieve your stress with a full body 
massage in a clean comfortable 
setting. Showers. 617-787-2368 


Dea lines, Bills, In-laws. 

Pre es SE LIVING” 
Will help you get rid of the stress 
Our highly trained therapists will 

massage away your worries 


617-359-2411 
Open 7 days. MC/Visa 


serene environment. Call for ar 
“Pa gy a4" Ao45 1 Sat 


STIMULATING 

FULL BODY MASSAGE 

in-Out calls by mature male. Call 
Michael @ 781-938-1196 


TAROT CARD 
READINGS BY 
LISA 


Clairvoyance and Dream 
Interpretations. Cail for yourself 
and find out 


617-522-7831. 
SERVICES 


0) BE DEBT FREE. Low payments 


Reduced Interest. Stop Collector 


Calis, Stop Late Fees. Non-profit Thousands of hot Boston wome: 
| Can Find the 


Christian Agency. Recorded and men call everyday! Try us 
Message 800-714-9764. FAMILY FREE! 

Information You Can’ t! 

Research availat ' 








CONTRACTING SEX 
SERVICE 
Rubber Roofing, Shingle Rooting 
All Types of Carpentry Including 





SREDIT COUNSELING www.fam Enter code 2133 


eats (617) 245-1005 
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Kitchen & Bathroom, Porches 
Windows 


lycredit.org 


ecks, Replacement 
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VUSCELLANEOUS 
SERVICES FLIRTY FUN FLINGS! 
| won:t bite hard) 
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NEED TO PASS ADRUG «al #s '-877-644-LOVE FRE 
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trial code 5162 
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LEARN SPANISH 
Aprenda espanol. Classes one or 
e. Presenciales y on line 
Phone: 617-628-1022. Email: ste 


la @filo.uba.ar GET SEX 


Your classified ad printed in more ' 

than 100 alternative papers like TONIGHT! 

this one for just $1,150. Reach stant live phone connecti 

me n1§ ctin with Boston s S 24 hrs a day! 


re than 15 million young, active 
Try us FREE! Enter code 2130 


adventurous readers weekly. Cail 
(617)245-1005 


The Boston Phoenix for info 617- 
859-3384 or email 
nsteen @phx.com 

Women at your 
Fingertips 
gage notes, accident cases and Enter FREE code 5559 


nsurance payouts. 877-NOTES- Boston 617-848-1661 Other 


a CUA ees AMATEUR LRHOME, uses 4-088-245-4545 . 


Pass everytime with testclear.com 


i 
| 

|} JOIN THE CLUB 
| TOLL FREE 866-837-8253 


FREE! 


| No CATCHES 
| LIFETIME 
| MEMBERSHIP 






















S$CASHS$$ Immediate Cash for 
Structured settlements, annuities 
real estate notes, private mort 
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| Whether you’re looking for friendship, casual fun 
or a relationship, you'll find what you’re looking for 
on North America’s first choice for chat and voice 
personals. IT’S ALWAYS FREE FOR WOMEN! 
Local area men and women talk live on Quest’s 
chatline, 24 hours a day. NEW MEMBERS, CALL 
TO RECEIVE A FREE TRIAL MEMBERSHIP. 





why chat anywhere else! 













(617) 395- 9000 
(781) 426-9000 
(401) 223-7070 
(508) 635-9595 


or charge by phone: 
1-900-484-2929 50 min $29/call 


apply. questpersonals.co! 






























QUEST PERSONALS” 


CALL « CLICK - CONNECT™ 


Q.P. assumes no liability when meeting through this service, 18+. F.M, 2002. “Certain restriction 
























































advertise call Al Wilson 
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Come live @ Brigham & Women's 

Hospital for 14 Days/nights while 

taking part in a research study on sleep. 
Live in a time-free environment, ie, 

no clock, window, or phone calls, but 

opportunities to do other activities. 

lf you are 18-30,Healthy & not on meds 

We Want You. 


Earn up to $2,835 


Call K.C. 617-732-4311 or 
light @ rics.bwh.harvard.edu 

















ALTERNATIVE 
JEWELRY 


ROCK, HIP-HOP SKULLS, STRAPS, 
RUBBER, BEADS, SHELLS, AND MORE 
HOLIDAY DELIVERY 


www.amigeaz.com 


Check out the best 
local MP3s in Boston. 


the 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTH 
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at 617-S59 


Look for a job on the train. 


324] 


Dermatology Clinical 
Investigations Unit 





Our Unit at Massachusetts General Hospital 
is currently seeking individuals ages 
7-50 years old with Mild to Moderate 


Atopic Dermatitis 
or Eczema 


(affecting at least 5% of the total body surface area) 








To participate in a Clinical Research Trial 
* Investigational Topical Medication Under Study 









* No Charge For Office Visits Or Doctor's Fees 
* 20 Week Study, With Up To 7 Clinical Visits 
* Remuneration Of Up To $125 Will Be Provided 











Please call 617.726.5066 
Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm to inquire 
about our Atopic Dermatitis Study 






To $2,680! Legal Cash Studies. 18+ 
All Welcome. Local/Nat’l eee 
lwww.SmokePotGetPaid.com| 


wd. hr Private Info: 617- 499- 1970 


Men, 18+ $1,000/wkly « All Races 
Boston Area Private Info: 617-499-7760 
[FREE “BlackBook” Offer! | 
www.SafeSexGetPaid.com 











Aleohol Research 
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A MeLean Hospital research group is studying the effects 


of aleohol and other drugs on brain and behavior 









You may qualify for this study if vou 


® Are 21-35 vears old 









@ Use alcohol regularly 






* Are willing to give blood samples 
¢ Are able 





come to MeLean for multiple visits (transportation may be provided) 





For more information call 


1-888-999-5655 
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Phesnix Marquee ads 


-email awilson@phx.com 


Research Participants Needed 


Earn up to $800 






Do you smoke tobacco cigarettes? 






Are you between the ages of 21 and 35? 





Do you drink alcohol? 










\ research group at McLean Hospital is looking for paid volunteers to participate in a 






multiple visit study examining the effects of tobacco and other substances. You may be 





eligible for this study if vou an 





ered ves to any of the above questions 





Please call 617-855-3823 for more information. 


Cab tra 





nsportation provided for all study visits 


NEED TO PASS 
A DRUG TEST ? 


Pass every time with 
Testclear.com 


Toll free 


866-837-8253 
Tried Cocaine? 


Earn up to $650 





fi McLean Hospital research group is studying the effects of cocaine and other 
drugs on the brain and behavior. You may qualify for this study if you: 


* are a male 21 - 35 years old 
are willing te give blood samples 
© use cocaine occasionally 
© can come to McLean for 5 visits 
(transportation is provided) 


For more information call: 617-855-3823 


PENIS 
ENLARGEMENT PILL 


100% HERBAL. GAIN 1-3” GUARANTEED. 
TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL. ONLY $62.90 
CK/MO/CASH/CARDS 
LANSING LABORATORIES 
499 ELMWOOD #2 © LANSING, MI 48917 
800-369-4699 © 94 HOURS © wwwandroenlarge.com 
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Look for a job in the office. 
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ultimate reward for an active li estyle. 
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NEW ENGLAND POP LIFE 


road tripping 


Things are looking good for Chris Robinson. He's 
hitched to the Groupie With A Heart Of Gold from 
Almost Famous, it appears he's put on a few badly 
needed pounds, and he's just hit the road with his 
new solo project, New Earth Mud. Recorded in Paris 
(in the spring, natch) while the gangly scarecrow 
was on hiatus from the Black Crowes, NEM's 
homonymous debut marks something of a departure 
for him. A small something. The Hotlanta hellraiser 
seems to have been mellowed some by the passing 
of time and the growing of beard, and his raucous 
rasp has given way to a mellow red-eyed soul. But 
even if most of New Earth Mud finds him stroking 
his rolling paper more often than shaking his money 
maker, Robinson retains his affinity for luminous 
early-'70s production values and, of course, a sacro- 
sanct reverence for Ronnies Wood and Van Zant. 
He'll be tracking mud all over this week, starting at 
Lupo's (401-831-4071) in Providence on Friday and 
then moving on to the State Theatre (207-775-3331) 
in Portland on Saturday and Higher Ground (800- 
965-4827) in Winooski, Vermont, on Wednesday. 
Closer to home: Boston's bestest mythologist 
metallurgists, the Medea Connection, are breakin’ 
out all over the damn place. Well, in a couple of 









wy 








places. And in a couple of different guises. Tonight 
(December 12), Daniel, Tanya, and James take the 
stage upstairs at the Middle East (617-931-2000) in 
Cambridge as the Medea Connection. But not before 
they've taken it flanked by members of excoriating 
New Bedford hardcore collective Gaskill, who along 
with the Medea trio make up the new exploding- 
metal inevitable art-punk supergroup the Hidden; 
this will be their official, on-the-record live debut 
Ex-Lunachick Gina Volpe’s band Bantam, the darkly 
anthemic Black Helicopter, and NYC's co-ed emo- 
tallic scrappers Color Guard will join them there, 
then accompany them to New Bedford on Friday for a 
towering bill at the New Wave Café (508-984-0080) 
that'll also include heavy hicks Quintaine 
Americana and bleak New Bedford bigshots Holy 
Cow (who will, we're sorry to say, be capping an 
almost 20-year career with this last blowout) 

For the past several months, cellist Matt 
Haimovitz has been staging a series a engagements 
he’s dubbed the “Bach Listening Room Tour,” on 
which the 32-year-old Israeli travels cross-country 
and plays the Suites for Unaccompanied Cello in 
rock clubs, pubs, bars, barns, and other incongruous 
intimate venues. How J.S. would respond is anyone's 
guess; ours is that he'd belly up to the bar, order a 
German import, and listen contentedly as Haimovitz 
brings his compositions to the people in intimate 
settings unencumbered by fusty propriety. “Bach did 

_not write for the music hall,” the cellist has 
explained. “Bach wrote for people.” Haimovitz gets 
all populist at Cambridge's august folkie haven Club 
Passim (617-492-7679) tonight (December 12), then 
goes to the Crescent Dragon Gallery & Café (978- 
372-5441) in Haverhill on Friday. 











PLUS i Noshing: Go for a tumble 
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December 13, 2002 » Baran 
@ Drumline 






@ The Hot Chick 

@ Maid in Manhattan 

@ Singin’ in the Rain 

@ Star Trek: Nemesis 

@ White Christmas 

Wang Theatre December 16 
@ /t's a Wonderful Life 
South Boston Branch Library 
December 19 


PYWERVOR ch) eg 
@ The Christmas Revels 


Sanders Theatre 
December 13-29 


1 TERR PRA r a 
@ Caitlin Corbett 

Green Street Studios 
December 12-15 
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tmas carols. Neither did D 
Os Straitjackets do too 





ORMANC 


@ Jon Stewart 
Orpheum December 


bs. AOE ie 
@ Black 47 

T.T. the Bear's December 13 
®@ Los Straitjackets 

Paradise December 14 

@ Tom Petty & 

Jackson Browne 

FleetCenter December 14 

@ “A Royal Christmas” 
FleetCenter December 15 

@ Mr. Lif 

House of Blues 

December 15 


@ Boston Baroque 

Messiah Jordan Hall 
December 13 and 14 

@ Tallis Scholars 

Jesuit Center December 14 
@ Borromeo String Quartet 
Gardner Museum 
December 15 

@ Daniel Stepner 

MFA December 15 

@ NEC Youth Philharmonic 
Jordan Hall December 19 


@ Other Dimensions 

in Music 

Tremont Theater 
December 12 

@ Either/Orchestra 
Milky Way December 13 
@ Charlie Haden and 
Michael Brecker 
Berklee December 14 

@ Liquid Soul 

House of Blues 
December 14 

@ Aardvark Jazz Orchestra 
Arlington Street Church 
December 15 
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Everything is illuminated w 


SATURDAY: Santa will have an easy time homing in 
on the good boys and girls of Somerville in 10 days’ 
time thanks to the tireless staple-gunning and 
endless electrical ingenuity of that town’s spirit- 
imbued denizens. Its humble homes will be 
positively ablaze with tiny twinkling lights, 
animatronic Santas, resplendent Rudolphs, and 
solemnly kitschy nite-glo créches. As part of the 
ever-popular Somerville Arts Council-sponsored 
iiluminations Tour, eight trolley tours will wend their 
way through the colored streets this evening, 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. and departing every half-hour 
or 45 minutes until 8:45 p.m. from Somerville City 
Hall. But act fast: though an extra run has been 
added this year, tickets ($10 adults, $5 kids/seniors) 
for the power-drunk spectacle have been available 
for some time now and are expected to disappear as 
quickly as Saint Nick up the flue. If you do miss out 
on a trolley, bundle up, quaff some complementary 
hot cocoa, and beat feet on your own walking tour 
with the help of the guided map that’s available for a 
mere two bucks at City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue in 
Somerville. Call (617) 625-6600 extension 2985. 
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Revels with a cause 
FRIDAY ONWARD: Having been around for more than 
three decades, the Revels folks are constantly looking 
for new and exciting ways of, well, reveling. They've 
celebrated the season in the grand styles of Tudor and 
Victorian England and the Italian Renaissance, they've 
gone Gypsy, they've gotten back to basics with a down- 
home Appalachian Christmas (no Dolly Parton, alas). 
This year, they look eastward to a different mountain 
range, the Caucasus, for a fantastical production that 
begins as Noah’s ark alights atop Mount Ararat and 
then leaps forward into the traditions of Armenia and 
Georgia with the Arev Armenian Folk Ensemble and 
Armenian singer Haig Faniants performing the music of 
18th-century Armenian minstrel Sayat Nova (a/k/a the 
King of Songs), the Ararat Chorus, the Solstice 
Mummers, the Cambridge Symphonic Brass Ensemble, a 
performer who'll enact a traditional Armenian tightrope 
walk, and much much more. There are 18 performances 
in all, starting tonight at 8 at Harvard’s Sanders Theatre 
and continuing right through December 29. Tickets are 
$18 to $40; call (617) 496-2222. 
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@ “Impressions of Light” 
MFA December 15-April 13 















SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 





Nubar Alexanian’s 
Wynton Marsalis 


THURSDAY 12: When Nubar Alexanian isn’t globetrotting as a photojournalist, or 
making moody, atmospheric, almost abstract images of his native Gioucester, he 
hangs with his buddy Wynton Marsalis, trailing him on the road. Alexanian is 
celebrating the release of Jazz (Walker Creek Press), a collaboration with 
Wynton, at Panopticon Gallery in Waltham, where “Nubar Alexanian: A 
Retrospective” includes images from Jazz, from Peru, from his collaboration with 
filmmaker Errol Morris, and from other recent projects. The opening reception is 
tonight from 6 to 8 p.m., the exhibit will be up through February 15, and 
Panopticon is at 435 Moody Street. Call (781) 647-0100. 


8 days a week 


Edited by Mike Miliard 


@ THURSDAY 12 


CLASSICAL. Cellist Pauf Katz, pianist 
Gilbert Kalish, and violinist fan 
Swensen — world-class artists all — 
give a dandy free concert this evening 
at Jordan Hall: a Haydn Trio in A, 
Dvorak’s Dumky Trio, and Schubert's E- 
flat Trio, D.929. That's at 30 
Gainsborough Street at 8 p.m. Call 
(617) 585-1122 

POETRY. Poet Laureate Billy Collins, 
who's just been reappointed for 2002- 
2003 as his first term expires, reads at 
Harvard tonight from Nine Horses 
(Random House), his new book of 
poems (and his first in four years). 
Collins is often compared to Robert 
Frost, in that he enjoys huge popularity 
with critics and the public alike. “There 
are brainy, observant, spit-shined 
moments on almost every page,” saith 
the New York Times Book Review. “You 
finish feeling pleased that such a sensi- 
ble and gifted man is America’s Poet 
Laureate.” See what the NYTBR means 
tonight at 6 at Longfellow Hall, 13 
Appian Way in Harvard Square. It's free, 
and no tickets are required. Call (617) 
661-1515. 

DANCE. The Caitlin Corbett Dance 
Company’s new work, Undone, is a 
string of 30 linked, abstract vignettes 
that use the sounds of nursery rhymes 
sung in Thai, the Grateful Dead’s “Uncle 
John’s Band,” and the sound of a howl- 
ing wolf (a dire wolf?) to elucidate and 
obfuscate the movement on stage. A 
blur of movement in motion and stopped 
in its tracks, the works incorporate the 
contributions of a “pedestrian element” 
— that is, performers who don’t dance: 
high-school girls, nine-year-old kids, and 
“veteran non-dancers” David Prum and 
Keith Maddy. You'll have a chance to 
see it at Green Street Studios, 185 
Green Street in Central Square; per- 
formances are at 8 p.m. tonight through 
Saturday and at 6 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tickets are $15, $12 for seniors and 
children; call (617) 864-3191. 

GOD SQUAD. Hard to believe that a 
lot of people actually give their money to 


these people. (And, in some sad cases, 
their souls and their sanity.) We're talkin’ 


| televangelists; tonight, see for yourself 


as Channel Zero presents Yo! God!,a 
celluloid compendium of the best (read: 
worst) of the American hellivision salva- 
tion industry. Captain Hook, the 
Christian Kiddie Show Pirate, Pat 
Robertson's scarifying vision of a 
dystopian future, and “‘Screaming Boy!’ 
the ULTIMATE televangelist!” await 
tonight on the cloud with a silver screen 
at the Coolidge Corner Theatre, 290 
Harvard Street in Brookline. Tickets are 
$5. That's just five American dollars to 
save your soul from eternal perdition. 
We consider that money well spent, 
friends. Call (617) 734-2500. 


@ FRIDAY 13 


FILM. Getting in touch with one’s inner 
self is the big theme this week. In Star 
Trek: Nemesis, Enterprise commander 
Jean-Luc Picard discovers that the lat- 
est danger threatening humanity has 
taken a very personal form. This entry, 
reported to be the last in the series, is 
directed by Stuart Baird (U.S. Marshals) 
and stars the usual suspects — Patrick 
Stewart, Jonathan Frakes, Brent Spiner, 
LeVar Burton, Michael Dorn, Gates 
McFadden, Marina Sirtis, and Whoopi 
Goldberg — plus Kate Mulgrew as 
Admiral Kathryn Janeway. Hot on the 
heels of her engagement to Ben Affleck 
(they are still engaged, right?), J. Lo 
bonds with her inner charwoman in 
Maid in Manhattan, a Pretty Woman for 
the new millennium as a Senate candi- 
date played by Ralph Fiennes falls for 
Lopez in the title role. Wayne Wang 
directs. And as unpleasant as Rob 
Schneider is as an obnoxious male, he 
can only be less appealing as The Hot 
Chick, since he’s teaming up with Tom 
Brady (presumably the director of The 
Animal and not the Patriots quarterback) 
in a body-switching comedy about a 
haughty teenage beauty transformed 
into an older man. But as the makers of 
a certain French comedy would tell you, 





Continued on page 5 
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WGBH comes to the holiday classical-music rescue 


S: you've hit The Nutcracker and Messiah 
and the Holiday Pops and your favorite 
Lessons and Carols service, and now you're 
looking around for more classical fare, but 
all the musicians are out doing the shopping 
they didn’t get done while they were playing 
and you were listening. Fortunately, you've 
still got WGBH, which will be airing some 
old but still watchable favorites plus some 
brand new shows later this month. The 
festivities kick off at 8 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve with the Royal Ballet production of The 
Nutcracker that stars lvan Putrov as the 
Nutcracker, Alina Cojocaru as Clara, and Sir 
Anthony Dowell as Drosselmeyer. That's on 
Channel 2; it repeats Christmas Day at 

1 p.m. on Channel 44 

Then at 9 p.m. on Christmas Night, 
Channel 2 brings us the lady of whom the 
Great Performances folks say, “Next to 
Jackie O, she’s the most famous widow of 
the 20th century.” 

Eleanor Roosevelt? i id ' 
Alma Mahler? No, it’s »Y % ; 
Franz Lehar’s The : % 
Merry Widow, in * af 
Wendy Wasserstein’s 
adaptation for the 

San Francisco Opera 

Yvonne Kenny will Pe 

play “the glamorous | 

and very rich” Anna 

Glawari, who now 

that her banker 

husband has passed 

away has come to 

Paris hoping to snag 

the real love of her 

life, Count Danilo 

Danilovitch (Bo 

Skovhus). The 

operetta, which 

premiered in 1905 

and was the Titanic 

(the movie, not the 

ship) of its time, 

sports the second 

most famous waltz 

ever (after By the 

Beautiful Blue 

Danube). This 

production is sung in 

English, so you won’t 

have to worry about 

subtitles. It will 

repeat the following day at 1 p.m. on 
Channel 44. 

Next up is Boston Symphony Orchestra 
music director—elect James Levine. He’ll be 
here in the flesh the weekend of January 9- 
11 to conduct the BSO, but if you don’t 
want to wait, you can catch him leading the 
Metropolitan Opera in Beethoven's sublime 
Fidelio, with Karita Mattila as Leonore/ 
Fidelio and Ben Heppner as Florestan, her 
political-prisoner husband. This one airs 
December 28 at 8 p.m. on Channel 2 and 
repeats December 29 at 2 p.m. on Channel 
44. 

On to New Year’s Eve, when at 8 p.m. on 
Channel 2 you can watch new New York 
Philharmonic music director Lorin Maazel 
will lead the NYPO in a Live from Lincoln 
Center Gershwin Gala, with Indra Thomas 
and Willard White singing selections from 
Porgy and Bess and the orchestra chipping 
in with the Cuban Overture and An 
American in Paris. And don’t put those 
dancing shoes away just yet, because at 
8 p.m. on New Year's Day Channel 2 will air 
From Vienna: The New Year's Celebration 


2003, the traditional First Day concert that 
anybody who's anybody in Vienna wants to 
be at. No Bach, Beethoven, Bruckner, or 
Bartok at this one, though you will hear 
some Brahms, his Hungarian Dances Nos. 5 
and 6. Also on the program: the Weber/ 
Berlioz /nvitation to the Dance and the 
usual assortment of waltzes, polkas, and 
marches by Johann Strauss Sr. and Jr. And 
you don’t have to spend all 90 minutes 
looking at the Vienna Philharmonic: dancers 
from the Vienna State Opera Ballet will 
swing and sway through the Volksgarten to 
the strains of Strauss Jr.’s Hellenic Polka, 
and members of the Kirov Ballet which is 


making its New Year’s Celebration debut 
will dance to the Coronation Songs Waltz at 
the Eggenberg Palace in Graz. And during 
the Blue Danube waltz (one of the two 
prescribed 
didn't play it 


as in, there'd be a riot if they 
encores on the program, the 


Walter Cronkite 


other being the Radetzky March), “viewers 
will travel up-river aboard the Danube’s 
oldest steamboat into the Wachau, the 
historically famous wine-growing area.” 
Viewers who decide to get into the spirit of 
this travelogue by opening a bottle of wine 
won't hear any complaints from us. 

Any number of famous conductors have 
led this concert. The most legendary 
performance was the one with Carlos Kleiber 
in 1989; it's available on videotape and 
DVD. Last year our own Seiji Ozawa was 
invited to take the podium; that 
performance was issued on DVD almost as 
soon as the players had put away their 
instruments. This year, Nikolaus 
Harnoncourt, who’s better known for Handel 
than for hoofing, will have the baton; he 
may be quirky, but he’s never dull. 

One thing that doesn’t change from year 
to year in Vienna is the presence of Walter 
Cronkite as your host. And yet, despite this 
photo that shows him with a baton, Walter 
has never been invited to conduct. Maybe 
next year? 

— Jeffrey Gantz 





ALLS | 


m@ ‘TEMPORAL MEMORIAL’ 


On December 20, the public-art-funding 
collaborative Visible Republic, which is 
administered by the New England 
Foundation for the Arts, will sponsor a 
unique memorial for the city’s homeless 
that it hopes will become an annual event 
Created by local artist Sandra Vieira with 
help from Boston's homeless community, 
“Temporal Memorial” will begin at 5 p.m. 
at St. Paul’s Cathedral, 138 Tremont Street 
(opposite the Park Street T station), where 
the public is invited to join a lantern 
procession to the Brewer’s Fountain on 
Boston Common (near the Park Street T 
station), in recognition of those who died 
during this past year in indigent 
circumstances. The ceremony there will 
include music, poetry readings, and a 
reading of the names of the homeless 
deceased. Afterward the lanterns will return 
to the steps 
of the 
Cathedral, 
and a small 
reception 
will take 
place inside. 
Vieira hopes 
this 
“Temporal 
Memorial” 
will “foster 
restoration of 
community, 
identity, 
human dignity, and remembrance as a 
culturally essential component of civilized 
life.” For more information, call NEFA at 
(617) 951-0010. 


@ THE EITHER/ 
ORCHESTRA'S 
SECRET LIFE 


Most of us know the Either/Orchestra as 
Boston's pre-eminent experimental little big 
band, purveyors of brainy-if-swinging 
hybrids of Ellington, Mingus, King Crimson, 
Dylan, Bing Crosby — you name it — plus 
a book of sterling originals by bandleader 
Russ Gershon and any number of 
bandmembers over the years. But now, 
Gershon and company have revealed a 
secret life — playing for dancers! 
“Unbeknownst to the general public,” says 
Gershon’s e-mail missive, the E/Os have 
long played dance gigs for weddings, 
parties, and other events. Now celebrating 
their 17th anniversary, the band will be 
playing “red-hot dance music in a Boston 
club for the first time.” That would be the 
Milky Way, 405 Centre Street in Jamaica 
Plain, this Friday, December 13. The 
festivities start at 9 with opening band 
Mike Tucker; the E/O will follow at 10:30. 
And what to expect? “A hearty dose of 
1930s swing, along with classic rhythm 
and blues. . . plus calypso and South 
African Township jazz, salsa, and funk.” 
The cover is $10; call (617) 524-3740. 


m@ WORLD MUSIC/ 
CRASHarts 2003 


The World Music/CRASHarts winter/spring 
schedule is out, and it’s the usual mix of 
the familiar and welcome with the 
unfamiliar and intriguing. Africa is 
especially well represented next month: 
Bonga will bring his intoxicating percussive 
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music from Angola on January 10; the 16- 
member Les Percussions de Guinée will 
present authentic West African music and 
dance on January 15; and Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo wil! come with their inimitable 
South African a cappella on January 31. 
That's not all: Mali’s Habib Koité will be 
here February 9, and big names Youssou 
N’Dour and Angélique Kidjo will share a 
stage on April 11. 

Down Under meets the Hub on April 22 
when the Waifs bring their Australian folk 
rock to join up with Boston folk luminary 
Jess Klein. Jess isn’t our only local hero: on 
May 2 and 3, eight Greater Boston-based 
choreographers will get a maximum of 10 
minutes to showcase new works in “Ten’s 
the Limit.” 

We’ll see more fiery footwork next month 
from the Flamenco Festival, which will 
feature Juana Amaya and Farruquito on 
January 23 and 26 and Spain's Ballet 
Flamenco Sara Baras on January 24 and 
25. Tango Buenos Aires will show us what 
the world’s steamiest dance (after the 
waltz, of course) is all about on February 
15. Compafiia Maria Pagés will feature the 
flamenco dancer whom Riverdance made 
famous June 19 through 22. A very 
different kind of choreography will be on 
display February 8 when Richard Move 
brings his fabled impersonation of Martha 
Graham to town. 

Also on the North American front: the 
Blind Boys of Alabama move into their 
seventh decade of performing gospel songs 
February 28; the Bobs sing their witty a 
cappella March 29; Native American flutist 
and composer R. Carlos Nakai performs the 
music of his Navajo-Ute heritage May 17. 
And on Valentine’s Day, out of the heart of 
Cape Breton’s Celtic community, comes the 
traditional music and stepdancing of the 
Barra MacNeils. 

From the Emerald Isle itself, Altan, with 
the wispy vocals of Mairéad Ni Mhaonaigh, 
continue to set the standard for traditional 
Irish bands; they'll be here March 8. Still 
traditional but boasting a rock-and-roll edge 
are Luinasa, who'll arrive March 22. And on 
June 13, we'll get Irish supergroup Solas. 

From more exotic climes come Tuvan 
throat singers Huun Huur Tu; they’ll be 
here March 14. On March 21 vocalist and 
violinist Shankar and tabla player Zakir 
Hussain bring us an evening of Indian 
classical music. The Japanese-born but 
New York-based Eiko & Koma, who've been 
known to perform in the nude, will be here 
April 4 and 5. Israel's Habrera Hativeet 
draw from the entire Middle East for their 
music; they arrive May 10. More Indian 
classical music comes to us courtesy of 
Shivkumar Sharma and, once again, Zakir 
Hussain on May 17. And Saigon Water 
Puppets, with “multicolored phoenixes and 
copper turtles, fantastical jumping fish, and 
pirouetting dragons that breathe real fire 
and spout water,” will close out the season 
June 26 through 29. 

That’s not quite all, though. Ibrahim 
Ferrer of Buena Vista Social Club brings his 
all-star Cuban band February 7. German 
cabaret chanteuse Ute Lemper will do Piaf, 
Dietrich, and Weill April 26. And on 
February 1, our own Alloy Orchestra will 
perform its new original score for the first 
feature film ever made in color, Douglas 
Fairbanks’s The Black Pirate. For a 
complete schedule and ticket information 
visit www.worldmusic.org or call (617) 
876-4275. 


Ali Jackson 


@ AL! AND WYNTON 


When Wynton Marsalis comes to town, it’s 
usually as a leader — either of his own 
small ensembles at clubs like the 
Regattabar and Scullers, or as artistic 
director of the Lincoln Center Jazz 
Orchestra when that ensemble plays 
Symphony Hall. So what’s Wynton doing 
coming to town as a sideman — something 
he probably hasn't done since his days with 
Art Blakey’s Jazz Messengers in the late 
’70s — when he plays as just one of the 
guys in a quintet led by drummer Ali 
Jackson at upstart Faneuil Hall club TK’s 
Jazz Café on December 21 and 22? 

Well, first of all, Jackson disputes the 
notion of “sideman.” “Any time you’re on 
the bandstand playing jazz music as we 
know it, everyone’s part of the ensemble, 
no matter who the leader is. So you're 
empowered — the music empowers you.” 
What’s more, he says, “To lead, you have to 
know how to follow, and Wynton likes to 
learn, he’s a sponge . . . his quest for 
knowledge is never ceasing.” 

Hmmm .. . doesn’t that philosophical 
spin sound a little like Wynton himself? It’s 
no surprise, then, that the 26-year-old 
Jackson has a relationship with Marsalis 
that goes back to his childhood. The son of 
bassist Ali Jackson Sr. (who died when he 
was seven) and the adoptive family of 
bassist Ray McKinney, Jackson was 
introduced to Marsalis “when | was maybe 
10 or 11 years old.” It’s a by-now-familiar 
story: he was one of the scores of young 
musicians whom Wynton kept in touch with 
through the years. “When | got to be 15 or 
16, we‘had more dialogue, whether by 
phone or whatnot.” Jackson has racked up 
credits not only playing with Marsalis but 
recording with Dee Dee Bridgewater, 
Russell Gun, Craig Handy, Marcus Roberts, 
and others, and a Jackson French-festival 
live album, Groove at Jazz Entete, is just 
out from Blue Geodesics. The line-up at 
TK’s will be filled out by pianist Richard 
Johnson, bassist Carlos Henriquez, and 
percussionist Andrew Daniels. Already 
they’ve played at Fat City in New York’s 
West Village, and Jackson hopes they'll 
record next year. The TK’s set will include 
standards, Jackson originals, and pieces by 
Marsalis. “It’s an honor for us to play with 
him,” Jackson concludes, “because he 
brings a lot to the table.” You can call TK’s 
at (617) 227-7579. 


m@ THAT’S OUR GUY 


We can’t exactly claim that this honor is the 
result of his work in Boston, since his 
tenure as the BSO’s music director won’t 
even begin for another two years — all the 
same, he’ll be “Our Jimmy” when CBS 
televises the 25th annual Kennedy Center 
Honors Gala on Friday December 27 at 

9 p.m. Metropolitan Opera music director 


James Levine joined fellow honorees actor 
James Earl Jones, dancer/actress Chita 
Rivera, songwriter Paul Simon, and actress 
Elizabeth Taylor in Washington this past 
Sunday, when the actual reception, _ 
performance, and supper dance took place. 
CBS will be televising the performance 
segment of that evening, and though we 
don’t imagine Jimmy will conduct any part 
of that (he’s a guest, after all), he’ll surely 
be introduced and applauded. If you want 
to see him on the podium, mark your 
calendar for the following evening, when 
WGBH will televise the Met production of 
Beethoven's Fidelio. (For more details, see 
our “Classical” column, on page 3.) 
Holiday shoppers might also note that the 
Levine/Met productions of Wagner’s Parsifal 
and the complete Der Ring des Nibelungen 
are now available on DVD. 


m@ STOMP ON IT 


Things are about to get mighty noisy at the 
Stuart Street Playhouse, where the 
international hit Stomp — touring versions 
of which have played larger Boston venues 
several times, pounding on everything but 
the patrons — sets up shop February 11. 
The Obie-winning show created by Luke 
Cresswell and Steve McNicholas is a 
symphonic explosion of movement and 
percussion that began life as a street 
performance in the UK. Now on the boards 
in 36 countries, it features an athletic 
ensemble that mines rhythm from 
everything from brush brooms to trash cans 
to Zippo lighters. The winner of an Olivier 
Award, a Drama Desk Award, and an Obie, 
it has been ensconced Off Broadway for 
more than eight years. 

The Stuart Street Playhouse run has 
been announced through March 23, but we 
bet the Stompers plan on settling down in 
the more intimate, and probably more 
deafening, venue. After all, Boston is 
already home to the longest-running non- 
musical in American theater history, the 
Charles Playhouse production of Shear 
Madness, and Blue Man Group has been 
splashing paint and unraveling toilet paper 
above the Shear Madness salon for more 
than seven years. Tickets for Stomp, at $45 
to $55, are available through Telecharge at 
(800) 447-7400, by logging on to 
www.stomponline.com, or at the Stuart 
Street Playhouse box office, 200 Stuart 
Street in the Theater District. 


m@ FAIR HARVARD 


The Crimson football team may not have 
won the Ivy League title this fall, but it did 
beat Yale, and to top it off, after dominating 
the team-match events of the National 
Collegiate Dancesport Championships, the 
Harvard Ballroom Dance Team is heading 
to China while Handsome Dan stays home 
in his bulldog house. Along with their 
coaches and Professor James Wang of Tufts 
University, the students will spend two and 
a half weeks in Shenzen, Hong Kong, Xi’an 
(the Tang Dynasty capital), and Beijing. 
Departure date is December 17, but before 
the team members take off, they’ll show off 
some of their best moves — waltz, foxtrot, 
quickstep, Viennese waltz, cha cha, rumba, 
Samba, paso doble, and jive — in a preview 
exhibition this Sunday, December 15, at 

1 p.m. in Harvard’s Lowell Lecture Hall, at 
the corner of Oxford and Kirkland Streets, 
just behind Memorial Hall. For more 
information about the show and the team, 
visit www.harvardballroom.org. 








THURSDAY 12: Scituate scion Susan Tedeschi steps on stage tonight and sings the blues 
(and some R&B, and a dollop of gospel) as she slings her blue guitar. The release last 
month of Wait for Me (Tone-Cool), her third album and the first in four years, was worth the 


wait. Trading Bud-drunk bash 'n 


’ pop for a burnished sound and a more sensually soulful 


delivery, Tedeschi proves that those four years were well spent. And now that she’s not a 
“New Artist” anymore, maybe it’s time for a second Grammy nod — what about it, RIAA? 
Last month, she joined erstwhile Dead boys Phil Lesh, Bob Weir, and Mickey Hart at the 
FleetCenter as vocalist with their Other Ones project; tonight she struts her stuff at the 
Orpheum with Sheryl Crow, Sixpence None the Richer, and Lifehouse. The Orpheum is at 1 
Hamilton Place, and show time is 7 p.m. Tickets are $56 to $86; call (617) 931-2000. 


Continued from page 3 


La vérité si je mens 2/You Shouldn't 
Worry! The sequel to the popular La vérité si 
je mens/Would | Lie to You? features the same 
bunch of lovable merchants in the Jewish gar- 
ment district in Paris; this time around, they're 
taking on a big clothing chain. Thomas Gilou 
directs; it’s at the Museum of Fine Arts. Other 
MFA films about the clash of cultures include 
Majid Majidi’s Baran, the tale of a young 
Iranian worker drawn to an Afghan illegal 
alien, and John Michalczyk’s documentary 
Celtic Waves: Irish Emigration. An outsider 
also tries to make good in Drumline, in which 
a talented drummer from a Harlem high school 
enters a Southern university with expectations 
of leading the band. First-timer Charles Stone 
lll directs; Nick Cannon and Orlando Jones 
star. The price of success can be steep, how- 
ever, as you'll see in Ben Harper: Pleasure 
and Pain, Danny Clinch’s documentary about 
the title rock icon; it shows in the Coolidge 
Corner’s video screening room. 

Movies, of course, mean snacks. We don't 
know about you, but as the holiday decora- 
tions go up and carols fill the air, our thoughts 
always turn to eating human flesh. The 
Coolidge Corner is helping to satisfy that 
appetite with its month-long “holiday feast of 
cannibalistic films.” This weekend's entrée is 
Ruggero Deodato’s Cannibal Holocaust 
(1979). Considered by many to be the most 
graphic and gruesome film ever made, it 
anticipates The Blair Witch Projects “found- 
footage” technique as a documentary crew 
enter the jungle in search of an elusive tribe 
— and get their just deserts. It screens at 
midnight tonight and tomorrow at the CCT, 
290 Harvard Street in Brookline. Call (617) 
734-2501. 

CLASSICAL. The 150-voice Boston Gay 


Men’s Chorus begins a stretch of four holiday 
concerts tonight that mix traditional Christmas 
carols and seasonal favorites. The BGMC will 
also perform a “faux pas de deux” in its parody 
of The Nutcracker (a/k/a The Nutcracker: Men 
in Tights) — quoth the singers: “You've never 
seen sugarplum fairies like these!” Tonight and 
tomorrow, you can get festive at 
Northeastern’s Blackman Theatre, in the Ell 
Student Building, 360 Huntington Avenue. Both 
performances are at 8 p.m. Call (617) 373- 
2247. On Sunday, everything moves over to 
Jordan Hall (30 Gainsborough Street), where a 
3 p.m. matinee has already sold out but tickets 
are still available for the 8 p.m. performance. 
Tickets are $12 to $42; call (617) 536-2412. 
Speaking of Jordan Hall: that’s where 
Boston Baroque will be serving up its 
Grammy-nominated rendition of Handel’s 
Messiah — called “the number one recording 
of the Messiah” by Classic CD — at 8 p.m 
tonight and tomorrow. Tickets are $20 to $44; 
call (617) 484-9200. 
BENEFIT. The first-ever benefit party for Oni 
Gallery — something that promises to be an 
annual event from now on — takes place 
tonight at its digs in Chinatown. Stuff to do/ 
look at/hear there: “a human petting zoo” 
courtesy of Kareem; Dagan Barrett’s photog- 
raphy; Meghanne’s sensuous serenading; a 
dance-off. There’s also a “Wall of Exes,” so 
attendees are encouraged, in addition to 
dressing up for the holiday-themed féte, to 
bring pictures of their former paramours 
(please be nice and ensure that they’re 
clothed). Entry is a paltry $15, and they prom- 
ise the night will be “so much fun you will just 
die.” You can start on that final journey by 
going downtown to 684 Washington Street at 
8 p.m.; call (617) 542-6983. 


Continued on page 6 
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at La Boom 
A pre-celebration of The Fetish Fair Fleamarket 
and everything dangerously fun! 


Meet Special Guest & Interational 


Adult Film Star Nina Ferrari 
By Invitation Only 


Stop by the Erosphere booth at 
the winter Fetish Fair Fleamarket 
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complimentary pass. 


BOHNCHANG KOO 


Masterworks of Contemporary Korean Photography 


November 6, 2002-February 18, 2003 


The Peabody Essex Museum presents America’s first retrospective 
of contemporary Korean photographer Bohnchang Koo. Set in the 
landscape of modern Korea, Koo’s work explores issues of self 
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Setting the table at the Gardner 


sabella Stewart Gardner, the legendary art collector and 

hostess who built and held court in the Venetian-style 
palazzo that still houses her fine art collection on the 
Fenway, knew everyone who was anyone on the culture 
scene during 
Boston’s Gilded Age, 
and she entertained 
in the highest style, 
probably with very 
good manners. 
Kristin Parker, 
archivist and 
collection manager at 
the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum, has found among Mrs. Gardner's 
personal effects Ladies’ Guide to Perfect Gentility, a 
Victorian-era Miss Manners that she describes as being 
“very well-thumbed”; it includes the following advice: 
“Ladies should never dine with their gloves on, unless 
their hands are not fit to be seen.” Parker, who has read 
Mrs. Gardner's letters, opened her dresser drawers, and 
leafed through her cookbooks and guest books, explains 
that it would not be unusual to find such diverse talents 
as operatic soprano Nelly Melba, philosopher George 
Santayana, art historian Okakura Kakuzo, jurist Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, and painter John Singer Sargent all 
engaged in lively conversation over a festive dinner at 
what was then known as Fenway Court. 

It is in Mrs. Gardner's grand spirit of hospitality that the 
Gardner Museum displays its lavish Holiday Table each 
year; Parker will bring the setting to life in a free gallery 
talk at noon this Wednesday in the museum’s Dutch 
Room. There, a 16th-century Tuscan table that Mrs. 
Gardner imported from the dining hall of an Italian 
monastery has been set for 12 with napkins of gold- 
bordered damask cloth, glittering ruby-glass claret 
glasses, and a lasciviously spreading purple Lady’s Slipper 
orchid centerpiece arranged in a lead crystal bowl. 
“Orchids were Mrs. Gardner's favorite flowers,” says 
Parker, who has overseen the setting of the Holiday Table 
for the past two years. “She was a horticulturist in her 
time as well as an art collector, so we get the best orchid 
from our garden for her centerpiece.” Parker aims to 
capture the feeling of the bygone era, down to the 15- 
course menu posted nearby, which she says is drawn from 
one of Mrs. Gardner’s favorite, most marked-up 
cookbooks, Mrs. Beeton’s Everyday Cookery and 
Housekeeping Book. 

The Dutch Room itself is a spacious second-floor 
gallery that's inhabited year-round by a cocky self-portrait 
of the dashing young Rembrandt, a portrait by Peter Paul 
Rubens that practically clinks with armor and military 
decoration, and facing portraits of a stern couple painted 
by Hans Holbein. “We have letters saying that Mrs. 
Gardner entertained in the Dutch Room,” Parker points 
out. “We also know from various descriptions that when 
she dressed for these dinners, she would be glinting with 
jewels. These candelabras are always in the Dutch Room, 
and when Mrs. Gardner was alive, candles would have 
been lit in every room — we aren't allowed to light 
candles in the museum — and there would be a fire in 
the fireplace, and incense burning everywhere. It would 
have been dripping with atmosphere!” 

Parker is still researching the history and details of Mrs. 
Gardner’s entertaining style; in future years she would like 
to re-create Isabella's habit of putting personalized 
presents at each guest's plate, or incorporate the hostess’s 
handwritten music programs into the display. “But 
mostly,” she says, “we hope that the Holiday Table 
encourages people's imagination, by showing the art of 
entertaining and getting people to think about how we do 
or don't do it today.” 

“Mrs. Gardner's Holiday Table” is on view in the Dutch 
Room at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, 280 the 
Fenway, at Palace Road, through January 12. Kristin 
” Parker will illuminate the installation with a talk titled 
“Mrs. Gardner's Victorian China, Silver and Stemware” 
this Wednesday, December 18, at noon. The talk is free 
with museum admission; call (617) 566-1401. 

— Randi Hopkins 


“Mrs. Gardner's 
Holiday Table” 


O Christmas comp! 


Eskimo Laboratories’ holiday special 


aul DeGeorge has many favorite Christmas albums. 

There’s Phil Spector's A Christmas Gift for You, the one 
where Darlene Love belts out “Christmas (Baby Please 
Come Home)” in front of a Snowbank of Sound and the 
creepy studio mastermind himself leads his stable of 
talent in a chorus of “Silent Night.” There’s Kindercore 
Records Christmas, Vol. 2, which 
finds little Amerindie elves like Kings 
of Convenience and the Mendoza 
Line getting buzzed on eggnog and 
covering Vince Guaraldi and the 
Chipmunks. Then there’s The Tarquin 
Records All Star Holiday 
Extravaganza, where the Philistines 
Jr. sing “Santa Was Seen Flying 
Through Soviet Air Space” and the 
Swirlies do “Christmas in Kenmore 
Square.” 

“I'm a real Christmas fanatic,” 
explains DeGeorge, who's a founder 
of Cambridge’s yearling Eskimo Laboratories Records. “| 
was a DJ in college [at Tufts’s WMFO], and | used to start 
doing Christmas radio shows, like, in the middle of 
November. When | graduated, | didn’t have the show 
anymore. So last year | went back on air and | did.a 12- 
hour Christmas extravaganza.” 

He'll be doing that again this year, in fact (today, 
December 12, from 3 p.m. to 2 a.m. on WMFO 91.5 FM). 
But this Monday and Tuesday, DeGeorge, who works at a 
Cambridge laboratory making vaccines for smallpox and 
West Nile disease when he’s not working at Eskimo 
Laboratories making records, will also play host at a two- 
night record-release party upstairs at the Middle East for 
Eskimo Labs’ cheery This /s Christmas compilation, which 
may just be the best holiday comp this town has heard. 

Its toy sack filled with everything from electro-pop drone 
to shimmering alterna-country, the disc boasts 19 songs (16 
of which are originals) from a gamut of local acts. Certainly, 
Sir serve up a spacy-spastic Christmas rap of the Waitresses’ 
“Christmas Wrapping.” Soltero’s “Oh Noelle!” is a pretty, 
acoustic ode to puking “holiday drunk.” Ivory Coast side 
project the Sea Navy turn in a punky paean to getting two 


Sy 
1 


Continued from page S_ 


M@ SATURDAY 14 


TRIBUTE. In 1998, Somerville singer- 
songwriter Alexis Gewertz Shepard, 
who was a much-beloved presence in 
the Cantabrigian folk scene (she some- 
times played 
as part of a 
loose collec- 
tive called the 
Cambridge 
Women's 
Alternative to 
Folk Alliance), 
was killed 
when she col- 
lided with a truck while riding her bicy- 
cle. She was just 28 — and just three 
days from starting work on her debut 
album. Recently a tape surfaced of one 
of her lengthy radio performances; 
Woolly Mammoth’s Dave Minehan put 
the finishing touches on some barely 
needed overdubs, and now a group of 
Alexis’s family, friends, and bandmates 
are releasing it on CD. To celebrate this, 
and to pay tribute to her memory and 
her songs, a group of local singer-song- 
writers including Sandi Hammond, 
Karen Harris, Deb Pasternak, and Faith 
Soloway will gather at the Lizard Lounge 
tonight at 9, backed by Alexis’s band, 
Mike Aiello, Jerry O’Hare, and John 
Rapoza, to sing her songs. That's at 
1667 Mass Ave in Cambridge. Call (617) 
547-0759. 

FUNK. Survivors of the “acid jazz” trend 
of a few years ago, Chicago's Liquid 
Soul are the real deal, a seven-piece 
band who blow sharp solos over a vari- 
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Ed in the Refridgerators 


sets of presents when you're born on the same day Jesus 
was. California Stadium wryly rework the Pretenders’ “Brass 
in Pocket” as the Santa-sung “Glass of Eggnog.” A duo 
called Ed in the Refridgerators and featuring DeGeorge’s 14- 
year-old brother, Joe, bash out “Jewish/Christian” (“There’s 
a Star of David on your Christmas tree”), a Shagg-y rant that 
probes the intricacies of the season for 
someone whose parents are of different 
faiths. 

And speaking of family: that’s 
DeGeorge'’s model for his little label, which 
counts five releases now that the Christmas 
album is out. “We wanted to start a little 
family of sorts, to get all our friends 
together. It’s definitely like a very do-it- 
yourself operation. We try not to run it like 
a business. We're not interested in making 
money, it’s all self-financed by Martin 
[Pavlinic, the other founder] and myself 
with whatever we have lying around. For us, 
it’s just trying to present things in a new and unique way. We 
like doing everything together, getting friends to help us out, 
kinda getting as much as you can with as little as you have. 
We’re keeping it local, for the most part.” 

One band who’re not local and not on the CD but will be 
at the release party with bells on are New Jersey’s Brainy 
Cramps. “They'll be playing some holiday favorites like 
‘Mistletoe Belt’ and ‘Eight Days of Hell,’ says DeGeorge, 
who'll be giving away a copy of their Candy Canes, Cock 
Rings, and Colostomy Bags with every purchase of This /s 
Christmas at the shows. “They’re extremely vulgar. I’m 
trying to keep my parents from seeing them.” 

Eskimo Laboratories Records celebrates the season with 
Soltero, the Sea Navy, Ed in the Refridgerators, Santa's 
Little Helpers, and Star Star Quarterback this Monday, 
December 16, and the Burning Paris, the Brainy Cramps, 
California Stadium, Tristan da Cunha, and Alexander 
McGregor/Casey Keenan this Tuesday, December 1 7. 
That's upstairs at the Middle East, 472 Massachusetts 
Avenue in Central Square. Tickets are $8 each night. Call 
(617-497-0576) or visit www.eskimolabs.com. 


— 
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FRIDAY: Irish expat Larry Kirwan has been giggin’ around his adopted home town 
of New York City with his band Black 47 for more than 10 years now (they also 
maintain a residency there, at Connolly's Bar on West 45th Street). The band’s 
other members may hail from Birmingham (England), Detroit (Michigan), and 
points in between (Brooklyn), and their music may be an infectious amalgam of 
traditional folk, pub rock, reggae, and even a little hip-hop, but Black 47, as they 
say, have the map of Ireland all over their faces. Strange, then, that a group with 
songs like “James Connolly,” “Bobby Sands MP,” and “I Got Laid on James Joyce's 
Grave” so seldom make the short trek north to play a city as green as ours. They'll 
make up for lost time tonight at T.T. the Bear’s Place when they raise a glass with 
Boston-via-Liverpool expat John Allen's self-proclaimed “fuckknowswhat” band 
Big Bad Bullocks and bullock-befriending bards Bostun. T.T.’s is at 10 Brookline 
Street in Central Square; show time is 9:30 p.m., and tickets are $13. Call (617) 












ety of funk and hip-hop beats, all of it 
geared to get folks dancing — some- 
thing that straight jazz isn’t particularly 
concerned with these days. Tonight 
Liquid Soul are at the House of Blues, 
96 Winthrop Street in Harvard Square. 
Call (617) 491-BLUE. 

HIP-HOP. Keep it real at the Fourth 
Annual Boston Hip-Hop Fest, which is 
being presented by DIF Entertainment 
and Detonator Records. Roxbury legend 
Ed O.G. MCs and a slew of rhymes- 
lingers including Akrobatik, 7L & 
Esoteric, Skitzofreniks, Edan, Porn 
Theater Ushers, C Ray Waiz, 
Termanology, D-Tension, Insight, and 
Lyrikal Buddah perform for their allotted 
seven minutes each — no word yet on 
whether 8 Mile’s Jimmy “Rabbit” Smith 
will opt to show up for a battle. The 
Middle East is at 480 Mass Ave in 
Central Square; show time is at 

8:30 p.m., and tickets are $14 in 
advance, $16 at the door. Call (617) 
864-EAST. 

CLASSICAL. English a cappella group 
the Tallis Scholars, who have made 
famous the super-rich harmonies of 
Palestrina, Taverner, and other 15th- and 
16th-century notables, will be at the 
Jesuit Urban Center at the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception tonight to sing 
works by William Byrd, William Cornysh, 
and John Nesbett under the auspices of 
Boston’s venerable Early Music Festival. 
That’s at 8 p.m. at 775 Harrison Avenue 
in the South End. Tickets are $20 to $48; 
call (617) 661-1812. 

METAL. With Ozzy Osbourne now 
being richer than Satan, hanging with 
Greta van Susteren, and getting name- 
checked by everyone from Saab-driving 
soccer moms to the Leader of the Free 
World, one has to wonder whether 
Portsmouth’s own Ronnie James Dio, 
who presided over Black Sabbath’s 
blood sacrifices while Ozzy was off pur- 
suing his own demons but then left the 
band of his own volition in 1982, is a lit- 
tle disappointed. Popular as he is in his 
own right, do you think he ever feels like 
the Pete Best of Heavy Metal? Come 
cheer him up tonight at the Palladium, 
261 Main Street in Worcester, as his 
homonymous band wail tales of brim- 
stone and dragons and fire in the night 
Kings X and Hammerfall open up start- 
ing at 8:30 p.m.; call (800) 477-6849 


M@ SUNDAY 15 


CLASSICAL. It will take some fancy 
footwork to make these two offerings, 
but we think you're up to it. At 1:30, the 
Borromeo String Quartet continues its 
Mozart/Bartok series at the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum, 280 the 
Fenway, with Mozart’s A-major Quartet 
(K.464, one of the six dedicated to 
Haydn) and Bartok’s No. 5. Tickets are 
$18, or $10 for students. Call (617) 278- 
5150 for info, or TicketWeb for tickets at 
(866) 468-7619 or www.ticketweb.com. 
(You can also buy them in person at the 
museum.) Then at 3 p.m., just around 
the corner at the Museum of Fine Arts’ 
Remis Auditorium, the Lydian String 
Quartet’s Daniel Stepner piays J.S. 
Bach's three solo Violin Partitas on the 
museum's treasured 1641 Amati. That's 
at 465 Huntington Avenue. Tickets are 
$24, or $20 for students. Call (617) 369- 
3306. . 












FIRST NIGHT AT LAST 


Our New Year's resolution starts before January 1: we're 
resolving to see more of what this year's First Night has to offer 
than we ever have before. But as with all resolutions, it ain't 
gonna be easy. Here's just a taste of what we're up against. 
Boston Rock Opera is adapting Harry Nilsson’s trippy but kid- 
friendly 1971 musical fable, The Point (about a spherical- 
meloned lad lost in a land of pinheads), at the Castle at Park 
Plaza. Mekon, Marxist, Waco Brother, and whiskey drinker Jon 
Langford will be doing something different at the Hynes 
Convention Center, playing tunes for tots with Chicago kiddie 
crooner Ralph’s World under the banner “Hip Music for Hip Kids 
with Hip Parents.” Later, the Hynes plays host to the 
considerably more adult stylings of South Shore songstress Lori 
McKenna and Nashville’s Tommy Womack (who sings a nine- 
minute song about the Replacements). At Trinity Church, 
Charles Ansbacher’s Boston Landmarks Orchestra performs 
compositions — waltz music, we’d guess — by Johann Strauss. 
Clint Conley’s Consonant and the Damn Personals are at the 
Orpheum. The Gigolo Aunts are back from the dead (LA, at 
least) to rock the Castle, and the Tarbox Ramblers and Joe 
Pernice are doin’ it in church (the Arlington Street Church). And 
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Upcoming performances 
and exhibitions 


MEST 


ING OF WESTERN ¢ 





we'll have the first First Night Film Festival, with a slew of 
silver-screen selections for kids and parents alike, at the Hynes 
and the Museum of Fine Arts. But given that there'll be more 
than 1000 artists/performers and 250 exhibitions, the 
preceding is merely the tip of the proverbial iceberg. Buttons, 
which cover it all, are just $15; call (617) 542-1399 or visit 
www.firstnight.org. Meanwhile, we start fitness training 
tomorrow. 
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MONSTER MASH-UP 


if Nilsson’s pointyheads and aren't quite 
your bag, there are spikes of a different 
sort (and scales, and fiery fur, and 
globular garbage) at the Cyclorama 

this New Year’s Eve. Yes, once again, 
it’s the apocalyptic microcosm cum 
burgeoning pop-cultural phenom that is 
Kaiju Big Battel! When transmuted tuber 
hero Silver Potato beat evil Uchu Chu the 
Space Bug for the Championship Belt in a sold- 
out bout at the Roxy in Manhattan last month, the 
match was attended by everyone from chrome- 
domed MTV VJ lann Robinson to CNN correspondent 
Jeanne Moos. In other words, the mutants are 
geiting media. They're also getting mad. When 
Kung-Fu Chicken Noodle took on cardboard-stiff 
RoBox last month, he did not expect that his tin-can 
armor would be pierced and that he would bleed 
viscous soup. But it was, and he did. Now he’s 
sworn revenge. According to reports, having 
“returned to his native China and resumed his 
studies with his age-old master, Mr. Wong, Soup 
has thrown himself into the ancient and deadly 
culinary arts in an effort to take out the newly 
minted hero.” Four other matches will mangle the 


CHIROPTERAN 
CHORALES 


Holy recrudescence, Bat Boy! 
The SpeakEasy Stage Company 
is at it again. “It” being their 
fabulously parodic skewering of 
tabloid-style exploitative trash, 
Bat Boy: The Musical. “By 
popular demand,” the cartoon- 
made-flesh that had ’em rolling 
in the aisles just two months 
ago will begin another four- 
week run at the Boston Center 
for the Arts on January 3. Based 
on a series of actual Weekly 
World News Articles, the 
production traces the travails of 
a befanged, pointy-eared, 
blood-lusty mutant boy (who's 
quite lovable all the same) from 
his abduction in a West Virginia 
cave to his struggle for 
acceptance and romance ina 
stultifying suburban town. Along 
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Kung-Fu Chicken Noodle 
















the way, the production 
lambastes and lampoons a 
goodly number of on- and off- 
Broadway musicals, from My . 
Fair Lady to Little Shop of 
Horrors, Tommy to The Lion 
King. Performances run January 
3 through January 25, and 
tickets are $30 ($25 for 
students and seniors); call 
(617) 426-ARTS. 





Aardvark Jazz 
Orchestra 






Bat Boy: The Musical 








































JAZZ. The Aardvark Jazz Orchestra 
continues the tradition that birthed it in 
1973 when it played a concert at the 








Continued on page 8 





Danger Cage on this perilous night. Tickets are $25, 


but they include some rhyme busting by Akrobatik 
and one further thing of no small importance: open 
bar from 10 to 11 p.m. Call (800) 477-6849. 





PADDY PUNK 


After Christmas and New Year's, we have two or three 
months of bleak, dark cold to look forward to. isn’t 
living in Boston just great? Why, yes, actually, it is. 
Because we do have a light at the end of the tunnel. A 
green light. Shaped like a shamrock. On Lansdowne 
Street. At Avalon. There you go. Dropkick Murphys 
are doing it yet again, holding court on the street they 
once wanted to pipe-bomb with a two-night 
celebration of punkenness, drunkenness, and blue- 
collar blarney. Last year, two nights soon stretched 
into three. And though it'll be tough to better that 
tripartite bacchanal — one that witnessed a fan's on- 
stage marriage proposal, some Jumbotron Bruin 
brawling, and, of course, the Spicy McHaggis jig (it 
was recorded for posterity on CD and DVD and is now 
residing in a store near you) — we don’t doubt that 
the pluck of these Irish will get the job done. The all- 
ages shows are $16; call (617) 432-NEXT. 
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a Dropkick Murphys 
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Dancing with a difference 


The Urban Nutcracker and A Dancer's Christmas 


hes here, Sugar Plum there, 
productions of The Nutcracker 
everywhere as we count down the days to 
Christmas. If you've seen too many period 
drawing rooms on stage but still need a 
Clara fix along with your holiday stocking, 
check out BalletRox’s Urban Nutcracker, 
which was created by Tony Williams, 
founder and director of the Jamaica Plain- 
based company. Williams connects the dots 
of the traditional scenario but colors it in 
contemporary shades of neon. The two 
performances of last year’s premiere Urban 
Nutcracker sold out, so this year there will 
be four, starting next Friday (December 20) 
at the Strand Theatre. 

The child of an African-American soldier 
and an Italian war bride, Williams grew up 
in Jamaica Plain, where his family lived in 
the Bromley-Heath housing project. As a 
teenager he aspired to become a gymnast; 
he wound up studying ballet with Virginia 
Williams (no relation) and in 1963 found 
himself on stage as a founding member of 
her fledgling Boston Ballet. He went on to 
join the Joffrey, the Royal Winnipeg, and 
Norwegian National Ballet before hanging 
up his dancing shoes. “|! was a gypsy. | 
liked to travel, but | always kept in touch 


SATURDAY: Okay, hear us now and believe us later: we’re as suspicious of jazz-with-strings as the next guy, but 
when Charlie Haden and his pianist/arranger, Alan Broadbent, brought their Art of the Song (Verve) project to 
Sanders. Theatre in 1999, it was one of our great concert experiences of that or any year. Now Haden, 
Broadbent, and the strings are back with American Dreams (Verve), which also brings in the estimable 
saxophonist Michael Brecker and drummer Brian Blade for a survey of songs by, among others, Haden, Pat 
Metheny, Keith Jarrett, and Ornette Coleman. We still haven't decided about the “jazz” version of “America the 
Beautiful” that’s on the album, but otherwise it delivers. The band, with the 18-piece Berklee String Chamber 
Orchestra, play the Berklee-Performance Center, 136 Massachusetts Avenue in Boston, at 8 p.m. Tickets are 


$29.50 and $35.50; call (617) 876-7777 


Continued from page 7 


Church of the Covenant as a 
benefit for the Chelsea Fire Fund 
— a charity set up for victims of a 
devastating fire that year. Thirty 
years later, the Aardvark is still 
going strong. This year’s concert 
will draw from Duke Ellington's 
“Sacred Concerts,” updated 
Christmas-carol arrangements, and 
portions of Aardvark founder/direc- 
tor Mark Harvey's Christmas canta- 
ta Bethlehem Counterpoint. (The 
Aardvark is releasing both 








with Virginia. The Snow scene in my 
production is essentially Virginia’s [former 
Boston Ballet soloist Leslie Woodies is 
helping to arrange the dancing snowflakes], 
and so is the finale.” 

When Williams returned to the Boston 
area, he began teaching. In 1995 he 


founded BalletRox, with the idea of giving 
inner-city children an opportunity to 
attend dance classes on full scholarship, 
as he did. Adding stage experience for his 


ae 





Bethlehem Counterpoint and Duke Ellington/ 
Sacred Music on CD on its own 
Aardmuse label.) This year’s show 
is at 7:30 p.m. at the Arlington 
Street Church, at the corner of 
Arlington and Boylston Streets; it 
will benefit the church's Friday 
Night Supper program. Tickets are 
$15, or $10 for students; call (617) 
491-1042. 


‘§ @ MONDAY 16 


HOLIDAY FILM. He may not 
have been the most savory charac- 
ter in real life, but boy did he star in 


Bing Crosby 


students soon followed. “I’ve been 
associated with The Nutcracker for most 
of my career, but the emphasis on 
classical dance and music as well as the 
Victorian setting doesn’t resonate beyond 
a limited circle. There’s been a lack of 
diversity on stage.” 

Like Mark Morris and Donald Byrd, who 
have updated the 19th-century classic to 
modern sensibilities, Williams sets act one 
of his production in a city apartment, where 
the action is happening right now. The hip 
children on stage play video games, and 
the mice of the famed battle scene pop out 
of the television set carrying a picnic 
basket and a bottle of champagne. 

A cast of 65 children and 30 
professional and semi-professional 
performers will be augmented by 
guest artists from the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem: Kellye Saunders and 
Donald Williams as Sugar Plum and 
her Cavalier, Boston native Jhe 
Russell, and Ramon Thielen, who 
comes from Venezuela. Just as the 
choreography goes beyond ballet, so 
the music goes beyond Tchaikovsky: 
Williams has mixed in passages of 
Duke Ellington to accompany “tap 
dancing in the opening scene, hip- 
hop, and swing dancing in the party 
scene.” 

His 2002 production budget of 
$150,00 (up a third from last year), 

which he raised from private donors and 
foundations, has allowed him to add more 
scenery and special effects. “Al [Petrucelli, 
who was production manager for Boston 


one heck of a holiday hit. 
And he sang the definitive 
version of its title track — no 
small feat for a song that’s 
been recorded more often 
than any other. We're talking 
Bing Crosby in White 
Christmas (1954), that time- 
less string of lavish red and 
green production numbers in 
which Rosemary Clooney, 
Danny Kaye, and Vera-Ellen 
help Bing bring Irving 
Berlin’s music to life. Tonight 
it's free at the Wang Center; 
all you have to do is bring in 
some hats, mittens, heavy 
socks, etc. for the residents 
of the Pine Street Inn. The 
Wang is at 270 Tremont 
Street in the Theater District; 
the movie starts at 7 p.m., 
but free things tend to get 
taken advantage of fast, so 
we suggest getting there 
early. Call (617) 482-9393. 
NON-HOLIDAY FILM. It's 
been almost seven itches 
since Billy Wilder's The 
Seven Year Itch (1955) first 
explored the elusive chem- 
istry between sexpot Marilyn 
Monroe and dorky Tom 
Ewell. He’s the faithful hus- 
band tempted by MM’s naive 
knockout next door, and 
though the film pales next to 
the later Monroe/Wilder col- 
laboration Some Like /t Hot, 
it far transcends such recent 
romantic “comedies” as Maid 
in Manhattan. Plus it offers the iconic image 
of Monroe’s skirt blowing up over the subway 
grating. See it at 5:15, 7:30, and 9:45 p.m. at 
the Brattle Theatre, 40 Brattle Street in 
Harvard Square. Call (617) 876-6837. 

Rita Hayworth was a screen goddess as 
well, but she keeps her skirt down in Orson 
Welles’s The Lady from Shanghai (1948). 
Welles’s then-wife plays the femme fatale to 
his feckless adventurer in a labyrinth of 
greed, naiveté, and double-crossing that ends 
in the celebrated shoot-out in a house of mir- 
rors. One of Welles’s best, even if his Irish 
accent is a little twee, it screens at 7 p.m. at 


Ballet during its early years and will direct 
the backstage operation here] told me the 
tree must grow and the snow must fall. 
This year we have both.” 

The 22nd annual presentation of A 
Dancer's Christmas wil| deliver an equally 
spirited but quite different theatrical 
celebration of the holiday beginning this 
Friday at Boston College. Under the 
artistic direction of Reverend Robert 
VerEecke, S.J., the three-part production 
juxtaposes the stories of the birth and 
death of Jesus as recalled by Mary with a 
scene of Christmas in the middle ages. 
And talk about a segue from the sacred to 
the profane: the show fast-forwards in 
time for a-trip to the mall before 
concluding with the touching finale, 
“Dancing Day.” Let’s hope that Father 
Bob, as he is universally called, performs 
on stage with the cast of more than 50 
dancers, as he has in the past. 

BalletRox’s Urban Nutcracker wi// be 
presented at the Strand Theatre, 543 
Columbia Road in Dorchester, next 
weekend: Friday December 20 at 7 p.m., 
Saturday December 21 at 2 and 7 p.m., 
and Sunday December 22 at 4 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 to $25; call (617) 423-NEXT or 
visit www.urban-nutcracker.com. The 
Boston Liturgical Dance Ensemble presents 
A Dancer’s Christmas in Robsham Theater 
Arts Center at Boston College this weekend 
and next, Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets are $25 ($15 
for students and seniors); call (617) 552- 
4800 or visit www. bide.org. 

— Iris Fanger 





the Harvard Film Archive, in the Carpenter 
Center, 24 Quincy Street in Harvard Square. 
Call (617) 495-4700. 


im @ TUESDAY 17 


OLD STUFF. The look of the Christmas sea- 
son has changed subtly but palpably over the 
past century-plus. As has its roly-poly embod- 
iment. If you want evidence, just check out 
the Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities’ “Happy Holidays: 
Images of Christmas and New Year’s from 
SPNEA.” In this collection of ads and greet- 
ing cards from the post—Civil War through the 
early 1900s, Kris Kringle makes the slow evo- 
lution from an earth-tone-clad woodsman to a 
portly, rubicund man in an ermine-trimmed 
suit. Along the way he hawks for everything 
from More’s Mincemeat and Genuine English 
Pium Pudding to Chumacher’s Parched 
Farinose (“The Type of a Perfect Food”!). 
Today through January 5, see this kaleido- 
scopic exhibit of the many faces of Christmas 
at the Harrison Gray Otis House, 141 
Cambridge Street. It’s free, and after today it'll 
be open Wednesday through Sunday from 

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call (617) 227-3956. 


@ WEDNESDAY 18 


SO LONG. Having lived in New York City for 
the past two years while continuing to do his 
radio show, Disk Error, on WZBC, long-time 
Boston radio fixture Mark Flynn has logged 
more than 50,000 miles on his car commut- 
ing back and forth from Gotham to BC every 
week. He apparently doesn’t want to drive 
the thing into the ground, because after 22 
years on the Boston airwaves (almost 15 of 
them at 'ZBC), he’s regretfully throwing in the 
towel. His last show’s not until December 23, 
but come wish him well tonight at a going- 
away party doubling as a WZBC benefit at 


| the Phoenix Landing. Fifteen DJs will be 


spinning, not including Mark himself, who'll 


| cap things off with an hour-long set. The 


Phoenix Landing is at 512 Mass Ave in 
Central Square; call (617) 576-6260. 


@ THURSDAY 19 


ROCK. PigPile Records, purveyors of punk, 
bluegrass, and rockabilly raunch, have been 
in existence for a whole year already. Hard to 
believe, but it’s true. They celebrate in grand 
style tonight with their star attractions Rock 
City Crimewave, Suspect Device, Random 
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It's a Wonderful Life 


THURSDAY 19: This is the latest date in more than a decade that we get our 
first holiday screening of /t’s a Wonderful Life. What can that mean? Are we 
finally weary of the despair suffered by Jimmy Stewart's George Bailey on the 
bridge? The elfin redemption offered by Henry Travers’s angelic Clarence 
Oddbody? The winsome charm of Donna Reed as the sexy and longsuffering 
Mary Hatch? The fulminating venality of Lionel Barrymore's Mr. Potter? The 
hapless rage of George on Christmas Eve? Or have we merely become tired of 
Capra-corn and its many hideous imitators and decided that Bedford Falls might 
have been a much more interesting place had George Bailey never existed? But 
we'll watch it again anyway tonight at 6 when it screens free at the South 
Boston Branch Library, 646 East Broadway. Call (617) 268-0180. 
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Piebald celebrate and get celebrated 


ast year, local hard-rock phenoms Piebaild celebrated the stretched further and for longer than ever before in my life. It 


holiday season by playing a special Christmas show in wasn’t bad, though. Now | have to do all these vocal 
Andover, the punk-happy suburb where they grew up. They exercises before | sing. | have to get out of the bad habits | 
had such a blast that they’re doing it again. got myself into so | won’t hurt myself anymore.” 


But this year’s show, which takes place next 
Saturday at the Old Town Hall in Andover, 
carries an added significance: it’s the group’s 
first home-town concert since they moved to 
LA at the end of the summer. 

“It was exciting to play in the place where 
it all started for us, and our parents had a 
good time,” says frontman Travis Shettel 
about last year’s show. “We set up the stage 
nicely and put Christmas lights over 
everything, but we didn’t do much to make it 
a Christmas event. This year, we're going to 
try and pull off a few things. It’s going slowly, 
but we’re working at it.” 


Piebald 
ae 





Road Mother, Three Day Threshold, 
and the Benders. That's at 8 p.m. at 
the Paradise, 967 Commonwealth 
Avenue; call (617) 562-8804. 
CLASSICAL. Professional symphony 
orchestra musicians can get pretty 
blasé about performing Beethoven's 
Fifth Symphony for the umpteenth 
time, and that’s one reason we like to 
check in with the New England 
Conservatory’s Youth Philharmonic 
Orchestra. These are kids from the 
NEC Preparatory School between the 
ages of 12 and 18 drawn from a pool 
of more than 400 applicants, and you 
can hear the excitement and freshness 
(if not always the finesse) when they 
face venerable pieces for the first time 
What's more, Benjamin Zander, who's 
conducted the YPO all over the world 
knows how to tap into that excitement 
Tonight’s program comprises the 
Overture to Rossini's William Tell, 
Brahms’s Symphony No. 2, and 
Stravinsky's Petrushka. That's at 
Jordan Hali, 30 Gainsborough Street, 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $10, or $5 for stu- 
dents; call (617) 536-2412. 

POP. The Piebald benefit is taking 
place downstairs tonight, but a solid 
night of post-rock and miscellany 
awaits at the Middle East upstairs. 
5ive, who make Boston's best corrod- 
ed metal machine music (and who 
have the misfortune to share their 
name with a Take That!—style English 
boy band), top a bill that also includes 
Toronto’s Picastro (a beautifully dis- 
cordant, string-laden combo who've 
drawn not unwarranted comparisons 
to Smog and Cat Power, with a singer, 
Liz Hyson, whose voice is the sonic 
equivalent of a glass flower), 27 (a 
band fronted by former Dirt Merchant 
Maria Christopher who deal in pas- 
sive-aggressive soundscapes of 
washed guitar, muted samples and 
Neil Young covers), and Isle of 
Citadel. It all starts at 9 p.m. at 472 
Mass Ave in Central Square; call (617) 
864-EAST. 


They've got a lot of friends 


Piebald are playing a string of headlining club 
dates around the holidays, both on their way to 
Massachusetts and on their way back to LA. 
Their current album, We Are the Only Friends We 
Have (Big Wheel Recreation), has sold well since 
its release last spring, and they plan on recording 
a couple of new songs over the holidays. Which 
raises the question: are the band ready to take 
the major-label plunge? 

“We've spoken to a few labels, but nothing 
serious,” says Shettel. “We’ll see what happens 
after we record the new demos and get them out 
there. I'll talk to anyone. We’re not saying no to 
major labels, we’re not saying no to indie labels. 

For starters, Piebald have invited another Andover-bred We would love to talk to anybody who is interested at all, to 
band, local chamber-pop upstarts Apollo Sunshine, to open see what they think about the band and what they would do 


the show. The two groups are hoping to play a few Christmas _ for us. Because that’s what’s really important, not whether 







songs together, and Apollo Sunshine frontman Jesse it’s a major or an indie.” 
Gallagher says his dad might wear a Santa suit. The Second Annual Piebald Christmas Pageant features 
Apollo Sunshine are also playing a key role in the Travis performances by Piebald and Apollo Sunshine next Saturday, 
Shettel Benefit Show next Thursday at the Middle East, December 21, at the Old Town Hall in Andover. Call (978) 
which will help pay the astronomical hospital bills Shettel 623-8241. The Travis Shettel Benefit Show features 
recently incurred when he underwent surgery for injured performances by Lost City Angels, Junction 18, Apollo 
> vocal cords. Sharing the stage with local pop-punk luminaries Sunshine, Crash and Burn, Every Forty Seconds, Kipper Tin, 
like Lost City Angels and Junction 18, Gallagher and his and Dirty Water next Thursday, December 19, at the Middle 
band are planning an entire set of Piebald covers. East, 480 Massachusetts Avenue in Central Square. Call 
As for Shettel’s throat, he says it feels like new. “When | (617) 864-EAST. 


woke up from surgery, it felt like my mouth had been 


— Sean Richardson 
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Christmas Carroll 


Alice goes back to Wonderland 







































































Pp: Pan may be the boy who refuses to grow up, but 
what ever became of Alice once she returned from 
Wonderland and outgrew her patent-leather shoes? 
Underground Railway Theater has a theory to offer in 
Alice’s Adventures Underground, which premiered in 1998 
a, and will be performed at the 

Alice's Adventures Cambridge Family YMCA starting 
Undergpolind next week. In the troupe's retelling 
. of the Lewis Carroll classics Alice's 
Adventures in Wonderland and 
Through the Looking-Glass, we 
meet Alice as a grown woman. 
Exhausted by her daughter, Carol 
(wink!), Alice slips through the 

H mirror, a symbol of concern about 
aging and time passing, and takes 
off on a madcap, surreal adventure that ushers her through 
a process of self-realization. 

“Lewis Carroll was a victim of Victorian mentality in a lot 
of ways,” explains URT artistic director Debra Wise, who 
adapted the work and herself plays Alice. “His books to me 
are SO much a Satire of the adult perspective on life. It 
seemed, then, an obvious take on the books for us. We 
could have done the books as they are, but we wanted to 
find our own take that would be honest yet would be an 
exegesis of the books. We wanted to make a play that 
would resonate on all levels.” 

Sure, we've all been amused by theories about those 
funky mushrooms Alice munches (an angle Jefferson 
Airplane endorsed with its psychedelic anthem “White 
Rabbit”), but Carroll’s imagery has inspired plenty of other 
analyses. Wise, who has read the Alice books annually 
since she was eight, is familiar with the many 
interpretations and adaptations, but she explains URT’s 
version with such sound rationality that you wonder how 
any other was ever considered. Take Alice’s discovery that 
the world behind the looking glass is backwards. “Alice 
has to run as fast as she can to stay in one place. | mean, 
what kind of metaphor is that for contemporary life?” 

So when Wise sat down with Wes Sanders, with whom 
she founded URT, and company members, they decided to 
chronicle the adventures of an adult Alice. She encounters 
all the same characters; they're recognizable from the 
books or, for that matter, from the Disney animation, but 
they register on a level that appeals to adult sensibilities. 

“All the characters she meets are in some way fractured 
mirrors of herself as a parent,” Wise says of Alice. “Carroll 
was certainly satirizing authority figures in Victorian family 
life, as well as political life in England. We just put it into a 
family geography and use it as a lens through which to 
look at relationships between parent and child and the 
internal debate about identity, like where does my identity 
end and my kid’s begin?” 

But all that hardly undercuts the story’s fantasy element. 
The ensemble, an intergenerational crew that features 
Wise, two men (one of whom plays Carroll himself), and 
five children in multiple roles, uses puppets to bring non- 
human characters to life. Puppets are actually 
fundamental to the company’s esthetic: since its founding 
in 1978, URT, which is in residence at Arlington Center for 
the Arts and now tours its shows nationally, has chosen 
them as a way to expand the limits of actors in 
performance. 

To enhance Alice's transportive effect, Underground 
commissioned a score by Roger Miller, who’s best known 
as Mission of Burma’s guitarist and singer. But the music 
is inspired less by Miller’s punk roots than by his 
experience in the Alloy Orchestra, which creates and 
performs live soundtracks for silent films. “The music is a 
way to divide up time, as opposed to being in the 
moment,” Wise explains. “It punctuates the action on 
stage. To that effect, it’s more in the tradition of vaudeville 
or circus.” The score corresponds with her underlying view 
of Carroll's quirkiness: “Imaginations just want to have 
fun.” 

Alice’s Adventures Underground runs December 20 
through 29 at Durrell.Hall, in the Cambridge Family 
YMCA, 820 Massachusetts Avenue in Central Square. 
Tickets are $12.50 for adults, $9.50 for children; call 
(781) 643-6916. 
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— Liza Weisstuch 
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WESTER FRO 


343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
Reggae, Latin & Jazz 


EVERY SATURDAY 
LATIN NIGHTS 
GIAN CARLO 
V/BALATON & 

SEEMORE JOHNSON 
“HIPS ON FIRE” 


DANCE INSTRUCTOR 10 


THU. DECEMBER 12, 


PRESSU RE DROP 


W/ LIVE BAD epi 
REGGAE/HIP HOP/DANCE HALI 


FRI. DECEMBER 13 
EQUALITES 
al “ REGGAE *~ 


WED. DECEMBER 18 


NEW ENGLAND 
ONSERVATORY PRESENTS 


SOFIA KOUTSOVITIS 
ENSEMBLE 
JEFF CHANG ENSEMBLE 


jazz 


FRI. DECEMBER 20 


T MENTOS& ¥F 


THE NEW HORIZON 
REGGAE 
FOR INFO 492-7772 
Check out our new website 
www.thewesternfrontclub.com 





J an 
oS 
Johnstoi A Pub 
Book Your an Party Today! 
Every Wed - Trivia Night 
very Sat ~ Karyoke Night 


tvery Sua - NEL Football 


144 South Street, Jamaica Plain 
(continue Center St. to South St.) 


617 +983 +9432 


96 Winthrop St - Harvard Square 


www.hob.com/cambridge 
Tickets available at HOB Box Office or all Ticketmaster Outlats 






ON PHOENIX 








Solo ee 


uN MOORE 


ie DECEMBER 13 
Pop/Rock 


SUGARCOAT 
RANA 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 
R & B/Rock 


DWIGHT RITCHER 
BLUE RHINO 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 
BLUES JAM 4:30-8:30 
SALSA NIGHT 9:00 


With Rumba Nama Lessons and Dance Party 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17 
Old Time Holid 


DIXIE BUTTERHOUNDS 


WEDNESDAY, SRIREE 18 
Homeless Benefit 


ANDY PRATT 


Charlie Farren 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 
A Capella Pop 
5 O'CLOCK SHADOW 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
Rock 


COMING SOON: 


DEC. 27- JAMES MONTGOMERY 
DEC. 26- BIM SCALA BIM 


DEC. 31- SUPERHONEY 
CALL EARLY FOR RESERVATIONS! 617-776-2004 


JAN. 04- ULU 

JAN. 09- SIGNALS 

JAN. 10- FUNKY WHITE HONKIES 
JAN. 11- NICOLE NELSON 

JAN. 16- HM'S BIG EGO 

JAN. 17- BABALOO 


www.johnnyds.com - 


17 HOLLAND ST. DAVIS SQ. SOMERVILLE 
ACROSS DAVIS RED LINE 
INFO: 617-776-2004 
CONCERT LINE 617-776-9667 





6174972229 
617.931.2000 


Thursday December 12 10pm 21+ 


OVER THE RHINE 


also BILL, MALLONEER 


Friday December 13 10pm 21+ 


SWINGING STEAKS 


also HILL oo LY ee 










Monday December 16 9pm 18+ 


ITE 


also GREESOME 


Tuesday December 17 9pm 18+ 


_ SIMON 


ee SIN 


Thursday December 19 Te 30pm 21+ 


LETTUCE 


y 
Sat. Dec. 21 10pm 21+ 
30th ANNIVERSARY SHOW! 


THE 


ND 
IVERS 


BRING A CARN oF FOOD TO 


BILL'S BLAST 


W/DJ KAPTAIN KRUNCH } 


|LICKGOLDENSKY | 


|THE AUTUMN OFFERING |E 


| NIGHT IN BOSTON 


THE 
SKITZOFRENIKS 


\ 


To place's listing: bring it or send it to Listings 
mn Phoenix 


02215, at least ei 









ynt days before the issue 


which it would appear. Listings can also be 


faxed to 859-8201. We « 
over the phone. There is no charge, but your 
opy May be rewritten due to space limitation 
Include the time of the event (or the hours that a 
jallery museum is open to the publi jate 
place, a description of the event, how mucf 


and a phone number that can be pul 


Theater listings are separate; send them by 
p.m on Thursday to “Play by Play’. Auditions 
asses religious services reunion and 
aquiring advance registration are not 
call Phoenix Classified: 


listed here at 859. 


3300 to take out an ad. Unsolicited photographs 
0 tor publication but are not 
turned to senders 

NOTE: ABSOLUTE LISTINGS DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAY AT 5 P.M. FOR THE FOLLOW- 
ING WEEK’S ISSUE. To be considered for “Hot 
Tix,” the deadline is to be con 
sidered for “Next Weekend,” two we 





a week earlier 


2eks earlier 


clubs 


THURSDAY 12 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad 
dresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. “Twisted Rico 
Holiday Party’ with Charms, Rocketscience 
Baby Reds, Roma, Emily Grogan, Natalie 
Flanagan, Ruby Lashes 

AER, Boston. “Change,” progressive hot 
trance with DJs Eli and Femando 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. “Open Mic” witt 
Burt LaFontaine 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keith 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. Top 40 with DJ Ren Jus 
tice 

ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with quest DJs 
AVALON, Boston. At 6:30 p.m., Rubyhorse 
Dishwalla. At 10 p.m., “Intemational Thursdays. 
Eurohaus, with DJs Arsit, JC, Eddie Lee, Ricky 
Fatts with special quest 

AXIS, Boston. At 7 p.m., “Mighty Mighty Bc 





ise and 


126 Brookline Ave.. Boston 


ant take any listings 








stones Hometown Throwdown.” At 10 p.m., DJ 
Nailz, Tasty & Taner K spinning vocal and pro- 
gressive house 

BACKSTAGE, Boston. “Hip-Hop Night 
BARKING CRAB, Boston. Lee Beckett Band 
THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Agent 86 
BILL'S BAR, Boston. At 9 p.m., FNX presents 
The Underground” with DJ Chris Rucker plus 
special guest Crumble 

BLACKHORSE TAVERN, Boston. Ryan Mont 
bleau 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 80s and 
today with DJ Scorch 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton. “Open Mic 
BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Pat Loomis 

BUCK MULLIGAN'’S, West Roxbury. R 'n B and 
commercial dance with DJ George 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Back Roon 
Swingin’ Johnsons. Front Room: “Irish Seisiun 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. “Absolute 


se & trance with DJ Stezo 


ansdowne’Ss ONLY Rock Bar 


For complete schedule 


& details 


WWW.BILLSBAR.COM 


e 12th 18* 
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CRI 1UMBLE 


-CD Release Party- 
Fri. 13th is+ 








wiZyrahs 
Orange Cordoza 


Sat. 14th 21+ 





DANCE NIGHT 
W/DJ ROB NOCKSHIS 


LADY LEE 


W/DJ K-DON 
Mon. 16th is+ 


DYSRYTHMIA 
IN DIRE NEED 





Fat Tue. 17th 
Longest Running 


HIP-HOP 


w/DJ D-Sharp 


Wed. isth 
“PEOW! 


W/DJ TIM COLLINS 
Thu. 19th is+ 











W/Special Guests 


Fri. 20th is+ 


FAVORITE 
ATOMIC HERO 


-CD Release Party- 












BILL’S BLAST 









NIGHT IN BOSTON 











CHRISTMAS! 





























Christmas Show 





IBILL’S BLAST 


|DUB STATION 











NIGHT IN BOSTON 





Sat. 


21st 21+ 






DANCE NIGHT 
w/DJ ROB NOCKSHIS 


22nd 2it 


























Longest Running 
HIP-HOP 
w/DJ D-Sharp 

Wed. 25th 


MERRY 















Thu. 26th is+ 
The Wallflowers 


& Our 
Listening Party 


W/Guests & Doc 
Fri. 27th is+ 


EL CAMINO 









Sat. 28th 2ai+ 







DANCE NIGHT 
W/DJ ROB NOCKSHIS 
























W/DJ K-DON 


Fat Tue. 31st 
Longest Running 


HIP-HOP 















w/DJ D-Sharp 





moe. play the P, aradise on Thursday, December 12th. 


CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cambridge 
Upstairs: Lois Lane & the Daily Planet. Down- 
stairs: “DJ du Jour 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, Natick 
Acoustic Open Mic” with Oen Kennedy, Chris & 
Meredith Thompson 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND' CAFE, 
Somerville. Seamper, Polyetherene, Com- 
plaints 

CLUB CAFE, Boston 
with VJ Tom Yazbek 
CLUB 58, Quincy. “Throwback Thursdays,” old 
school with DJ Bird 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Matt Haimovitz 
COMMON GROUND, Allston. “Love Night,” 80s 
all vinyl with DJ Brian 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, Brighton. “Lazy 
Dog” deep house and exotic future lounge with 
DJ Dave Mee 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston 
DJs Geespin and Master Jay 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Latir 
with DJ JC 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLomN TEMPLE, 


Brookline. House and acid jazz with DJ Johar 


Non Stop Video Show 


Red Velvet,” with 


Lounge 





EVOS ARTS, Lowell. DJ impuls 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & H 
h e and hit p with [ ha 7L. and WN 


FELT, B 


THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE 

Boston H 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, Boston. Bor 
derland 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. West Entrance 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting Vinnies 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. Dwight 
Richard 

HANNAH'S, Somerville 
with guest DJs 
HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Mountain of Venus 
Grapes of Vaudevillian Fantasy 
THE HARP, Boston. DJ Lou 
HENNESSY'S, Boston. Me & Julio 
HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge 
Rhine, Bill Mallonee 

THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. Stretch 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. lan Moore, Jon Dee 
Graham 

JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Upstairs: DJ John 
Tringall. Downstairs: Me & Julio 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Dance Party” with DJ 
Edgar 

LA BOOM, Boston. At 1 
international house with DJ Franklin 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Steve Langone 
Trio 

LIMBO, Boston. Marianne Solivan Quartet. At 
10 p.m., DJ Brother Cleve 

LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Sweatpant Bon 
ers, Bender X, Cat Puckett 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE, Boston. Alex MacDougall 
LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL, Providence 
Ri. Rapture 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” alternative 
boypop with DJ Chris Ewen and high energy 
house with DJ Brad Gwynn 

MATRIX, Boston. At 10 p.m., “C.PR. Thurs 
days,” house and drum and bass with DJs 
Hush, Bons, Elyte, Reid Speed, Siren, and Co 
lette 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Bantam 
Medea Connection, Hidden, Black Helicopter 
Color Guard. Downstairs: Slackers, Mass Hys 
teria, Westbound Train 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. “Dyke Night 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Furioso, Jen Kear- 
ney y la Cebolla 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m 
al Thursday,” with DJ Eddie Lee 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 9 p.r 
moe 


iar LANDING, Cambric 


Reggae and house 


Over the 


30 p.m., “Privilege 


Intemation 


ass with ; Crook, | 
THE PLACE, Boston. Greg | 
PRAVDA 116, Bos ton. D 


PURPLE SHAMROCK, Bostor 
Plunkett 










th musical quest Jim 





THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., Mark Morris & 

the Catunes. At 10:30 p.m., DJ Ricky. 

RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL, Cam- 

bridge. “Soca Thursday” with DJ Quinton 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Bitches Brew’ with 

Dali 

ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Liam Maloney 

THE ROXY, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., “The Latin 

Quarter,” salsa, merengue, bachata, and house 

RYLES, Cambridge. Lance Martin Band 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Upstairs 

popular dance, with DJ Deja 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Alex Gramm 

Band 

SKY BAR, Somerville. Sandbox, Derelict Brew 

Focusin 

SOPHIA'S, Bostor 
Vega 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “Hip-Hop and NYC 

House 

S$W1, Boston. “Thirsty Thursday 

hop, and Top 40 with DJ Littles 

TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY MARRIOTT 

HOTEL, Boston. Brian Walkley Band 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan “Fluffy” Quinr 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. “Young Pr 


Latin Night” with DJ JR 


house, hip 


T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE 


21st AMENDMENT, f 

VAPOR, B MC 

VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ Nailz 
ISE-O sr th DJ Tasty 

VERTIGO, B ston. “Diversify Thursdays.” deer 
e with DJ Fran and UK hard house 
with DJs JLong, Tek 
and Catatonic and guest DJs 
WALLY'’S CAFE, Boston. Francisc 
tel 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 40 funk 
and dance with DJs Gabe and Lazee Boy 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Langford Re- 


view. 


FRIDAY 13 

See Club Directory for phone 
oresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE, 
KneeHighs 

AER, Boston. “Breathe 
special quests 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Sean O. At 
10 p.m., DJ David Natola 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Superiovers,” early hits 





sive trance 


0 Mela Quin 


numbers and ad 





Somerville. Cheater Pint 


with DJ Deshaies and 





to the latest sounds with DJ Vinny 
ARIA, Boston. “Plush,” NYC house with guest 
DJs. In the Angel Room, NYC hip-hop with DJ 


Thanos 

ATLAS DANCE, Boston. “Top 40 Dancing 
AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Avaland” with 
DJs MJ and Shalako with special quest DJ Bad 
Boy Bill 

THE AVENUE, Allston. “TGIF Night 

AXIS, Boston. At 7 p.m., “Mighty Mighty Bos 
stones Hometown Throwdown.” At 10 p.m 
Pop” with DJ David James and special guests 
DJs Red Jerry, Danny Sullivan 

BACKSTAGE, Boston. Top 40 with DJ Bruno 
BARKING CRAB, Boston. Virgil Cain 

THE BIG EASY, Boston. Mix 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. Three Percent, Zyrahs 
Orange Cordoza 

BLACKHORSE TAVERN, Boston. Tom Binachi 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. Commeri- 
cal dance and R ‘n B 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Pete Winfrey 
BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Groove 2 This. 
BUCK MULLIGAN'’S, West Roxbury. R 'n B 
rock, and dance with DJ Keith 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Back Room: David 
James Motorcycle. Front Room: “Irish Seisiun 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. “The Lava 
Bar: Girl's Night Out,” house and trance with DJ 
Melinda 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cambridge 
Upstairs: Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers. Dowr 
st airs DJ Gu J J 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, N. 


Deb Pasternak & Charlie Strater 


















































































ABBEY LOUNGE (617-441-9631), 3 Beacon St., 


AER (617-292-3909), 25 1/2 Kingston St., Boston. 


CLUB DIRECTORY 


Somerville JACQUES (617-426-8902), 79 Broadway. Boston 


ALL ASIA CAFE (617-497-1544), 334 Mass. Ave., Cambridge Somerville 
JOE'S ON HIGH STREET (617-523-4000), 200 High St. Boston. 


AN TAIN (617-426-1870), 31 India St., Boston. 


AN TUA NUA (617-262-2121), 835 Beacon Si., Boston. 


ARIA (617-338-7080), 246 Tremont St. Boston. 


ATLAS DANCE (617-437-0300), 3 Lansdowne St., Boston. 
THE ATTIC (617-964-6684), 107 R Union St., Newton Centre u 
AURORA (617-350-6001), 300 Congress St., Boston. 
AVALON (617-262-2424), 15 Lansdowne St., Boston. 
THE AVENUE (617-782-9508), 1249 Comm. Ave., 
AXIS (617-262-2437), 13 Lansdowne St, Boston. 
BACKSTAGE (617-726-1110), Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston 


THE BANSHEE (617-436-9747), 934 Dorchester 


BARKING CRAB (617-426-CRAB), 88 Sleeper St, Boston. 
THE BEACHCOMBER (617-479-8989), 797 Wollasion Beach Bivd., 


Quincy. 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT (781-729-2565), at Remington's, 124 


Boyiston St., Boston. 
RELL IN HAND TAVERN (617-227-2098), 45-55 


THE BIG EASY (617-351-7000), One Boylston PI., Boston. 
BILL'S BAR (617-421-0678), 5.5 Lansdowne St, 
te arena lh -227-2038), 340 Faneuil Hall Marketplace, 


BLARQEY STONE PUB (786229, 1505 Dorchester Ave., Dorch- 


BLUE CAT CAFE (617 247-9922), 94 Mass. Ave. 


BLUESTONE BISTRO (617-254-8309), 1799 Comm. Ave., Brighton. 
BOB THE CHEF'S (617-536-6204), 604 Columbus Ave., Boston. 
BOSTON PLAYWRIGHTS’ THEATRE (617-496-2222), 949 Comm. 


Ave., Boston. 


BRENDAN BEHAN PUB (617-522-5386), 378 Centre St, Jamaica 


Plain. 


BUCK MULLIGAN’S (617-325-9800), Center St., 


JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY (617-308-6421), 255 Elm St, 


JOHNNY D'S (617-776-2004), 17 Holland St., Davis Sq., Somerville 


JOSE McINTYRE’S (617-451-9460), 160 Milk St., Boston. 


JOYFUL NOISE COFFEEHOUSE (781.861.0142), 1580 Mass Ave 
exington, 

JUKEBOX (617-338-ROXY), 275 Tremont Si., Boston. 

THE KELLS (617-782-9082), 161 Brighton Ave., Aliston. 

Alston, KENDALL CAFE (617-661-0993), 233 Cardinal Medeiros Way, Cam- 


bridge. 
KENNEDY'S MID-TOWN (617-742-2121), 42 Province St., Boston. 


Ave., Dorchester. KINVARA PUB (617-783-9400), 34 Harvard Ave. Aliston. 


LA BOOM (617-357-6800), 25 Boyiston Pi., Boston. 
LES ZYGOMATES (617-542-5108), 129 South Si., Boston 


LIMBO (617-812-7908), 49 Temple Pl., Boston. 


LINWOOD GRILLE (617-267-8644), 69 Klimamock Si., Boston. 


LIZARD LOUNGE (617-547-0759), 1667 Mass. Ave., below Cambridge 


Union St., Boston. Common Restaurant, Cambridge 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL (508-363-1888), 89 Green St., Worcester 


Boston. LUCKY'S LOUNGE (617-357-5825), 355 Congress St., Boston. 


Providence, Fi. 


LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL (401-272-5876), 239 Westminster St., 
MAN RAY (617-864-0400), 21 Brookline St., Cambridge. 


MATRIX (617-338-ROXY), 275 Tremont St., Boston. 
Boston. MATT MURPHY’S (617-232-0188), 14 Harvard St., Brookline. 


McGANN’S (617-227-4059), 197 Portland St., Boston. 
MET CAFE (401-861-2142), 130 Union St., Providence, Ri. 
METROPOLIS (401-454-5483), 172 Pine St., Providence, Ri. 


MIDDLE EAST (617-497-0576), 472 Mass. Ave., Central Sq., Cam- 


THE BURREN (617-776-6896), 247 Elm St, Davis Sq., Somerville. 


BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA (617-482-3939), 51 Stuart St, Boston. 
CAPE RAVELLO (617-723-5182), 48 Salem St., Boston. 
CAMBRIDGE BREWING COMPANY (617-494- 


tral Sq., Cambridge. 


CAPRICE (617-292-0080), 275 Tremont St., Boston 
THE CELLAR (617-253-2475), 991 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 


bridge. 
MIDWAY CAFE (617-524-9038), 3496 Washington St., Jamaica Plain. 
West Roxbury. Lee at Bella Luna, 405 Centre St, Jamaica 


tar DOOL'S theme (i17-390-4000, 77 Broad St., Boston. 
THE MODERN (617-536-2100), 36 Lansdowne St., Boston. 
1994), 1 Kendall Sq, NAMASTE CAFE (617-964-2985), 132 Adams St., Newton. 


Cambridge. OCEANA RESTAURANT (617-227-0800), Marriott Long Wharl, 296 
CANTAB LOUNGE/THIAD RAIL (617-354-2685), 738 Mass. Ave., Cen- State St, Boston. 
O'CONNOR'S (617-482-2255), 27 Columbus Ave., Boston. 


CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (508-647-0097), 31 Main St.,Nat- bridge 
THE PALACE (781-321-1660), 1500 Broadway, Saugus. 


ick. 


CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL (617-227-7800), 


Boston, 


CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE (617-491-9640), 421-425 Washing- 


ton St., Somerville 
CLUB CAFE (617-536-0966), 209 Columbus Ave 
CLUB 8 (617-471-7788), 58 Ross Way, Quincy. 


CLUB NICOLE (617-267-2782), 40 Dalton St., Boston 


CLUB PASSIM (617-492-7679), 47 Palmer St., Hi 


COMEDY CONNECTION (617-248-9700), Upstairs at Faneuil Hall, 


Boston. 


COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG (617-864-5311), 1236 Mass. Ave., 


Cambridge. 


COMMON GROUND (617-783-2071), 83-87 Harvard Ave., Aliston 
COSTELLO'S (617-522-9263), 723 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 


O'LEARY’S (617-734-0049), 1010 Beacon St., Brookline 
OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY (617-354-5287). 106 Prospect St., Cam- 


21 Merchant's Row, THE PALLADIUM (508-797-9696), 261 Main St., Worcester. 


PARADISE ROCK CLUB (617-562-8800), 969 Comm. Ave., Boston 


PARRIS (617-248-9900), Quincy Market, Faneuil Hail, Boston 


PA'S LOUNGE (617-776-1557), 345 Somerville Ave., Somerville 
Boston PHOENIX LANDING (617-576-6260), 512 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
P.J. RYAN’S (617-625-8200), 239 Holland St., Somerville 


THE PLACE (617-523-2081), 2 Broad St., Boston 


larvard Sq., Cambridge. THE PLAYGROUND (617-441-0666), 403 Mass Ave., Cambridge 


PLOUGH & STARS (617-441-3455), 912 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 


THE POINT (617-523-7020), 147 Hanover St., Boston. 


PRAVDA 116 (617-482-7799), 116 Boyiston St., Boston 


PURPLE SHAMROCK (617-227-2060), 1 Union St., Boston 


COTTONWOOD CAFE (617-247-2225), 222 Berkeley St., Boston Ave., Cambridge. 


COYOTE GRILLE (617-225-0888), 1 Kendall Sq., 
DEVLIN'S LOUNGE AND BAR (617-779-8822), 332 Washington St., 


Brighton. 
DRUID PUB (617-497-0965), 1357 Cambridge 


bridge. 
EKCO LOUNGE (617-338-8283), 41 Essex St., Boston. ester. 
EMBASSY (617-536-2100), 30 Lansdowne St, Boston. 

ENCORE (617-338-ROXY), 279 Tremont St., Boston 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE (617-277-9722), 1651 Bea- 


con St., Brookline 


EVOS ARTS (978-441-9906), 98 Middie St., Lowell. 


THE EXCHANGE (617-726-7600), 148 Stale St., 


FELT (617-338-6999), 533 Washington St., Boston 


THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE (617-868-8800), 


bridge. 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN (617-451-2622), 28 Kingston St, 
Boston. 
GRAND CANAL (617-523-1112), 57 Canal St., Boston. Somerville. 


GREEN BRIAR (617-789-4100), 304 Washington 


GREEN DRAGON (617-367-0055), 11 Marshall St., Boston. Market Building, Boston. 
GREEN STREET GRILL (617-876-1655), 280 Green St., Cambridge. 


GUIDO OSHEA'’S (508-580-0997), 2039 S. Main 


HANNAH'S (617-629-5302), 499 Broadway, Somerville. 


HARPERS FERRY (617-254-9743), 158 Brighton 


THE HARP (617-742-1010), 85 Causeway St., Boston. 

HENNESSY'S, (617-742-2121), 25 Union St, Boston. 

HIBERNIA (617-292-2333), 25 Kingston St., Boston. 

HOUSE OF BLUES (617-491-BLUE), 96 Winthrop St, Harvard Sq., 


Cambridge. 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE (617-576-1253), 
Cambridge. 


THE INDEPENDENT (617-440-6022), 75 Union Sq., Somerville. 


CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND' CAFE, 
Somerville. Molly Brown Rumble, 22-40's, Eric 
Couviile, Mickey Bliss Organ Combo 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video Show 
with VJ Tom Yazbek 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Get Some Fridays,” hip-hop 
and house classics with the Freakas DJs 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Mark Erelli, Jake 
Armerding 

COMMON GROUND, Alliston. Swining John 
sons 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, Brighton. “All 
Things Nice” jazzy, beats and nu-disco with DJ 
Dave Mee 

DRUID PUB, Cambridge. At 6 p.m., “Traditional 
Irish Seisiun” with Peter Molloy & Friends 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. Upstairs: “Runnin’ 
drum ‘n’ bass with DJs Londonboy, Reazon, and 
Mateo with special quests. Downstairs: “2-Step 
UK Garage with Elyte, G Notorious, and Jam-2 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Urban Grooves 
with DJ Ricky Fatts 

ENCORE, Boston. “Cabaret Open Mic” with Jan 
Peters, Colleen Powers, Michael Ricca, Brian 
Patton 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE, 
Brookline. Vocal house, ‘70s, ‘80s, ‘90s with DJ 
Bob Gallagher 

EVOS ARTS, Lowell. Lot Six, Eyes Like Kr 
Kandakande 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. House and hip-hor 
with DJs Tiziano & Luca 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE, Cambridge. Iss 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, Boston. Ei Ecc 


THE RACK (617-725-1051), 24 Clinton St., Faneuil Hall, Boston 
RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL (617-497-0977), 315 Mass 


Cambridge. RIVER GODS (617-576-1881), 125 River St., Cambridge. 
ROGGIE’S (617-566-1880), 356 Chestnut Hill Ave., Brighton. 


THE ROXY (617-338-ROXY), 279 Tremont St., Boston. 
St, Inman Sq.. Cam- RYLES (617-876-9330), 212 Hampshire Si, Cambridge. « 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S (617-282-6606), 1333 Dorchester Ave., Dorch- 


SEA NOTE (781-925-4300), 159 Nantasket Ave., Nantasket Beach. 
SISSY K’S (617-248-6511), 6 Commercial St., Boston. 
SIT ‘N BULL PUB (978-897-7232), 163 Main St., Maynard. 


SKY BAR (617-623-5223), 518 Somerville Ave., Somerville. 


SOPHIA’S (617-351-7001), 1270 Boylston St., Boston. 


Boston. SUGAR SHACK (617-351-2510), 1 Boylston PI. Boston. 


SWEETWATER CAFE (617-351-2515), 3 Boylston Pi., Boston 


720 Mass. Ave., Cam- SW1 (617-423-6767), 48 Winter St., Boston. 


TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY MARRIOTT HOTEL (617-236-5800), 
110 Huntington Ave., Boston. 


TIR NA NOG (617-628-4300), 366A Somerville Ave., Union Sq., 


St, Brighton. TK’S JAZZ CAFE (617-227-7579), Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Quincy 


St., Brockton. 
Ave., Allston. $a., 


TOAD (617-497-4950), 1912 Mass, Ave., Porter Sq., 
TRATTORIA IL. PANINO (617-338-1000), 295 Franklin St., Boston. 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE (617-492-BEAR), 10 Brookline St., Central 


Cambridge. 
21st AMENDMENT (617-227-7100), Bowdoin St, Beacon Hill, Boston. 
VAPOR (617-695-9500), 100 Warrenton St., Boston. 
VENU (617-336-8061), 100 Warrenton St., Boston. 
VERTIGO (617-723-7277), 126 State St., Boston. 
WALLY'S CAFE (617-424-1408), 427 Mass. Ave., Boston. 


1253 Cambridge St, WESTERN FRONT (617-492-7772), 343 Westem Ave., Cambridge. 
WEST STREET GRILLE (617-423-0300), 15 West St., Boston 


GRAND CANAL, Boston. Dick & Jane 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Absolute Zero 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Pour Boys 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. Kilombo 
Mambo 

GUIDO OSHEA'S, Brockton. “Mirage Night 
Club,” Haitian, Caribbean and Cape Verdean 
music 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Beatie Jutce 

THE HARP, Boston. Zoo 

HENNESSY'S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Me & Julio. At 
9 p.m., DJ LeBlanc 

HIBERNIA, Bosion. “Breathe” with Deshaies and 
special guests. 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Swinging 
Steaks, Hillbilly Voodoo 

THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. Mark Mahar 
JACQUES, Boston. Scrapple, Neptune 
JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. Sugarcoat, Rana 
JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retro dance 
night 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Dance Party’ with DJs 
Dragg and Doc 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Chris Elliott & the 
Song Purveyors, Reckless Daughter, Solomon 
KENNEDY'S MID-TOWN, Boston. Matt Fulton 


KINVARA PUB, Allston. Lulu’s 'N Crisis 
LA BOOM, Boston. “Fashion Fridays” with DJ 
Roland Lopez 


LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Silas Hubbard 
LIMBO, Boston. Athene Wilson/Life Force. At 
0 p.m., DJ Brother Cleve 

LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Rubikon, Donny 
brook, Throne, Aural Sect 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE, Boston. Alex MacDougal 





WONDER BAR (617-351-COOL), 186 Harvard Ave., Allston. 





LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL, Providence 
Ri. Chris Robinson & the New Earth Mud 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Hell,” goth industrial 
fetish with DJ Chris Ewen and industrial with DJ 
Mothra 

MATRIX, Boston. At 9 p.m., Hi-Energy house and 
hip hop with DJ Tasty and special quests 
McGANN’S, Boston. DJ Eric 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: lluminada 
Tourist, Rueben. Downstairs: Eden Row, Five of 
One, Goodbyes, Causeway. Comer: “Euphoria 
DJs Path and Strangelove spinning house and hip 
hop 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Either Orchestra 
Nero. 

MR. DOOLEY'S TAVERN, Boston. Tommy & 
Alan 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., Latin house 
with DJ JC 

NAMASTE CAFE, Newton. Laurie Geltman 
OCEANA RESTAURANT, Boston. Mike DiBari 
Trio. 

O'LEARY'S, Brookline. Ed Jurdi Band 

THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. Taking Back Sun 
day, Starting Line, Reunion Show, Northstar 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 9 p.m., 
PARRIS, Boston. Catunes 

PHOENIX LANDING 
and Top 40 with DJ Ri ustice 
TS PLACE, Boston. At 7 p.m., James McKenna 






THE PLAYGROUND, ( ige. Donna Parker 

BSC 

THE POINT, Boston. “Fluid,” house and. techno 
Continued on page 12 
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THE BLACK HORSE 


TAVERN®@ 
DURGIN PARK RESTAURANT 


Fa: & Say Oroemere 13 & 14 


HERMAN JOHNSON 
Lou Dana 
io D ig 
INNER Oncuearas 










THursoay, DecemBer 12 


Ryan Montbleau 






“tte pert 







Fripay, DecemBer 13 Coe Par Pa 
; ; PAY ONE PRICE, STAY y " 
Tom Binachi THE WHOLE NIGHT! New Year's i —— 







Dowwsinns: HERMAN JOHNSON 
vc Sacsa & Merencue Dancins 


INMAN SO. + 212 HAMPSHIRE ST. + CAMBRIDGE 02139 
PHONE: 617.876.0330 - WWW.RYLESJAZZ.COM 


Saturpay, DecemeBer 14 


T.B.A 


















































































































No Cover Charge! 


340 Faneuil Hall Market Place 472-480 MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDGE 
ABE Bred Sa (617)864-EAST www.mideastclub.com 

4 DOORS AT SPM UNLESS NOTED. PROPER 1D REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 

Abbey Lounge TICKETS AVAILABLE AT Middle East Box Office +m and 


3 Rees ; ee TICKETMASTER (6171931-2000 www.ticketmaster.com 
ALL SHOWS 18+ UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 


Somervilie, MA 02143 
UPSTAIRS 


617-441-9631 
THU 12/12 THU 12/19 


Abbeylounge.com 
BANTAM 5IVE 
MEDEA CONNECTION « THE HIDDEN PICASTRO * 27* ISLE OF CITADEL 
BLACK HELICOPTER * COLOR GUARD Rl aahko 
D THE SA KDOWELAS 


SAT 12/21 


MS PIGEON BABY STRANGE 
QUICK FIX» a3 e008 NORTH HIP TANAKA * FEAR NUTTIN BAND 
MIKE DIPLOMAT AND THE MISPRINTS 


SUN 12/22 
BARN 
mm MON 12/23 
ESKIMO LABS PRESENTS THE DUBNICKS 
THE SEA NA ca 33 SLADE * POPESYNDICATE 





THE TONSILS 


UPCOMING 
TREATBAn PRONE OP OME 


All Shows 21+ ALEXANDER MCGREGOR: CASEY KEE? SEYNDAKIT, CHANGING SKIN 


WED 12/18 Hf LS, THE NINJA 
ee HE STARS 
BREEDINGGROUND THE NATIONALE BLUE 
TRAIN OF THOUGHT* APOLLINE THE SUBJECT, JOY, GATSBY 


FOR ALL THE LATEST UPDATES CHECK 


menseeeaenccc2" Ml WWW.MIDEASTCLUB.COM 
_ a-= se DOWNSTAIRS | 
DERELICT BREW THE S KERS SCISSQBEIGHT_ 


FOCUSIN re 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 9PM MASS E Sl As RELEASE) 
BROTHER MOSLEY _ WESTBOU TRAIN 





PORCELAIN — — ZOXx af RELEASE) 
SL YCEE JENKINS FRI 2 {COREL 
a : EDE N. ‘Re Ww ELEVATION 74* BRAD BYRD 


DECEMBER 14 NV 
FINGERBOMB MON 12 N 
SUNSET IS A BATTLE me 6ooDaNES FACTORY Ni 
CHILD 
SAT 12/14 


jae 7L + ESOTERIC 
vr AKROBATIK * PORN THEATER USHERS : 
tn eRe ee 
eceunen ae ‘VENOM ENT LYRIKAL BUDDAH > et OTION 
MATH —_ aiilienaiiaieatiatniiaaaiimmaaai — 


1 
ea UATELI LAY: SUN 12/4 Wass TH 
LOW BEAM (FROM NEW LONDON) __ DEVOTION THE | U RUST 
HUACK JUPITER (FROM SYRACUSE) cs ee THE PRIME MOVERS 
ECEMBER 1 ney MON 12/16 
/ WALKERS FACTORY NIGHT » UPCOMING 
MISSING LANCE PROJECT 


FREIGHT TRAIAN DIERAI fT} THE TRUE ORS 
: : L SAND MACHINE 

Y, DECE R19 CHRIS CANTY BAND 

WETTRE ALL WMA DIE 


PLUS FRIENDS TAN 8 CORNER 











THE CAUTIONS AND FRIENDS 
TOPHEAV? 12/30 RED) (FROM BACHELOR 
LORNTELL 
fomibwsssdt artes aiaes MUSIC BEGINS AT 10 PM 21+ TANG: ACOUSTIC PERFORMANCES 
ALL SHOWS $5 AND 21+ 216 SKEGGY KENDALL TK REOCHE MEXICANA W/ GUSTAVO & 
617-623-5223 2/23 THE UNHAPPY XMAS SPECIAL 
318 SOME Rv LE AVE mee Pa RVILLE 2/30 TOMMY WOMACK bday Ay A PRIDAYS 


2/31 RAY CORVAIR TRIO SAT- SINGER SONGWRITER SERIES: 


New Year s Eve at ‘The Middle East 


“Downstairs 


7/7) 6 1G wit 
i ca 
tn lhe (ae tferar 


Upstairs 
Clon i he jel om 


ewave 


ei Back Room 
Thu. December 12th 
SWINGIN JOHNSON 
Pri. Decenrber 13th 
JIM AMBROSE 


Sat. December 14th 
DAVE FOLEY 


Sun. December 15th 
SINGER/SONGWRITER 
SERIES 





D >] pm 
D} Quinton 
ur. December 12 : 


DWIGHT RITCHER BAND | (gaunt 


Fri. - Sat. Dec. 13 & 14 D 
| Ron By 


KILOMBO MAMBO Us 


Sun. December 15 Danny Tucker 


BALLA sitter 14 Aten tas 48 

Kora & African Drums 
Mon. December 16 . “ 
KARAOKE Wihy, 


Wed. December 18 


ice 

BLUE RHINO 315 Mass Ave.Cambridge 
617)497-0977 

280 GREEN ST., CAMBRIDGE Visit a. cbsite a rspicc.com 

(617) 876 1655 for a “ Total Caribbean Experience! 


Mon. December 16th 
SET DANCING 
Tue. December 17th 
OPEN MIC 
Thu. December 19th 


FRANK DRAKI 


Jah Spirit 
Roots Reggae 









Ma 





6-6896 or (GI7)776 4150 
lax: (617)776-3466 















THURSDAY. DECEMBEF 
DYKE NIGHT 
FRIDAY, DE CMBER 
KENNE HIGHLAND AND HIS 
VATICAN SEX KITTENS 
CLASSIC RUINS, TRIPLE FIX 
TURDAY, Ot EMBER 
CASH MONIES 
| | ee) 8 


SUNDAY, DECEMBEF 
JONNY MOST 
BJ SNOWDEN 


MONDAY. DECEMBER 1¢ 
ERIN HARPE 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 
TUNNEL OF LOVE 
SECRET COCK 


www midwaycate com 
3496 Washington St Jamaica P 


Mites Rights A Wik 


UGE, 


Thur. 2/12 & Fri.12/13 
2 FANTASTIC NIGHTS WITH... 


AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
PADDY SAUL (12) & AMY FAIRCHILD (13) 


Saturday 12/14 


CD RELEASE PARTY FOR 
ALEXIS SHEPARD 


W/ THE GONE BOYS 
FRANC GRAHAM, FAITH SOLOWAY, 
DEB PASTERNAK, JENNY REYNOLDS, 
KEN BATTS, JIM BOUCHARD, 
KAREN HARRIS, ESTHER FRIEDMAN, 
JOHN RAPOZA AND MANY MORE! 


Sunday 12/15 


POETRY 
THE SLAM @7 THE JAM @9 


feature: MWALM ALLAH 


Monday 12/16 


(7-9 PM) THE COMEDY HOUR 
open mic hosted by KIM DAVIS 


aopm THE FRINGE 


TUESDAYS IN _ DECEMBER 


AND TONIGHTS GUESTS 
CHOO CHOO LAROUGE 
JENNIFER O'CONNOR 
TEXAS GOVENOR 


Wednesday 12/18 
OPEN HOUSE 


- NO COVER! 


CHANDLER TRAVIS 


PHILHARMONIC 


ADVANCE TIX AVAIL. AT 
WWW.VIRTUOUS.COM 
617-547-0759 

1667 MASS. AVE. CAMBRIDGE 

BENEATH THE CAMBRIDGE COMMON RESTAURANT 


moll ee 


69 Kilmarnock St 


12/ 

RUBIKON “CD RELEASE” 
DONNYBROOK 
THRONE 
AURAL SECT 
12/14 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
“14 FOR 14” BENEFIT: 
ALL THE QUEEN’S MEN 
SHOOT THE MESSENGER 
12/20 
REAL KIDS 
DOWNBEAT 5 
SUGARBOMB 
12/21 
RUSSIAN BANDS: 
MIRU MIRU 
CHEREDOVANIE 
INTERZONE 
12/26-12/28 

HOLIDA' ays 


Gull & Barbecue 
SOULFUL AMERICAN FOOL 
RIBS » SOUTHERN SUNDAY BRUNCH 
SALADS + GRILLED STEAKS 
ICE COLD BEER +» HOMEMADE PIES 
SPECIALTY DRINKS + TAKE-OUT 


(617) 247-8099 


81 KILMARNOCK ST. BOSTON 
(off Boylston behind Star Market 








Place your 
ForSale 
Classified ad for 
less than $10. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 30¢ 5.00 OOPM DOORS, 6:00PM SHOW. ALL AGES 


CATCH 22 


W/ SPECIAL GUESTS LOST CITY ANGELS RIVER CITY REBELS * DAMONE 


TICKETS FOR ALL AXIS SHOWS AVAILABLE THROUGH SELECT 
7-423-NEXT. OR ON LINE AT WWW .NEXTTICKETING COM 


STRAWBERRIES LOCATIONS AND NEXT TICKETS 


TS AVAILABLE AT AXIS THE NIGHT OF THE SHOW ONLY 


boston.cc.com concert news first 


IMOKE FREE 
SO's 


\f 
VS} 


ALCOHOL FREE 


4 Disco 
\ 


FRIDAY! + SATURDAYS 5-11PM 


16 Chestnut St 


5 


Needham MA 


, Bowling 


ae ~ 781-444-9614 


SELL YOUR STUFF. 


Place a FORSALE CLASSIFIED 
for as little as $10. 


THE a 


Pheenix 


mT ie nate 


4 @[T] « 


@GOOD TIMES 


i 
ALICE COOPER TRIBUTE 
PRINCE OF DARKNESS 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 14TH 
2K2 INDIE ROCK NIGHT 
FEATURING 


THE NAKED SAMS 
ELLIS VANCE MISSION 
THE HALOGENS 
LONE WOLF JAMES 
PENNYWHEEL 


www.goodtimeemporium.com 


FOR BOOKING INFO CALL 
CHRIS MOMAHON AT 781-399-1883 (' | 
FREE PARKING 
all 


te movies 
This weekend Dec 13&14 


A holiday feast 
of cannibal films! 


The sickest movie 
ever made!!! 


Coolidge Corner Theatre 
290 Harvard St. Brookline 
ige.org MBTA 


PROVIDENCE 


Tonight, Thursday, December 12 ¢ $10 


_THE RAPTURE 


Th 4 
T 


his Friday, December 13 


CHRIS ROBINSON 
& NEW EARTH MUD 


“This Saturday, Dec. 14 © $15/$18 


Mis¥i 


RIVER CITY REBELS 
THE FORGOTTEN 


Friday, December 20 « $13 


MINDLESS SELF 
INDULGENCE 


ATOM & HIS PACKAGE 
DONNYBROOK 


New Year's Eve ¢ $20 








Friday, January 10 « $15 


MELISSA FERRICK 


Lupo’s Met Café 
12/13 THE DETERRENTS 
12/14 ANTIBALAS 
12/15 LOS STRAIGHT JACKETS 
12/27 MURPHY'S LAW 


Lupo’ $ HEARTBREAK HOTEL 


239 WESTMINSTER ST. , PROVIDENCE, Al 
ticketFast 
ticketmaster 
OR CALL 617-931-2000 








Continued from page 11 

with DJ troupe Recordheadz 

THE RACK, Boston. Al 6:30 p.m., Central Base 
ment. At 10:30 p.m., DJ Richie Fingers 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Up Beat, Down 
Tempo" with DJs Al Haney and Tony Fishel 

THE ROXY, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., “The Cat 
Club” with DJ Manolo and special quest DJs 
RYLES, Cambridge. Herman Johnson 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S, Dorchester. “Party Time” | 
| LIMBO, Boston. Kevin Harris Trio. At 10 p.m., DJ 


with DJ Jen 

SEA NOTE, Nantasket Beach. James Mont 
gomery Band 

SISSY K’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Matt Browne. At 
9 p.m., Stu Sinclair & Kevin Kirrane. Upstairs: Hi 
NRG and pop house, with DJ Tom McKenna 
SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Del Smart, Exit in 
SKY BAR, Somerville. Brother Mosley, Porce 
lain orycee Jenkins 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip hop, old schoo 
and top 40 with DJ B-Spin 

SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old and new 
dance hits with DJs KC and Gallo 

$W1, Boston. “Camivale Friday,” with DJ Littles 
TK’S JAZZ CAFE, Boston. Mulgrew Miller, Der 
rick Hodge, Karnem Riggins 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. ‘70s, ‘80s, and 
90s with DJ Zino; progressive, top-40, club, and 
international with DJ Peter D 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. Black 47 
Big Bad Bollocks. Bostur 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean Daly 
VAPOR, Boston. “Orchestral Hardkore Night 
with DJs Entropy and Master Symtony 

VENU, Boston. “Roomba,” Latin sounds with DJ 
Roger M, and house with DJ Arsit 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Dream Lounge,” internation- 
al, Latin and house with DJ Marcocci, and vocal 
and high energy house with DJ Soulheris 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Darren Barrett Quintet 
WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Equalites 
WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 40 funk 
and dance with DJs Gabe and Lazee Boy 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny Horner/Joe 
McMahon Quartet 


SATURDAY 14 

See Club Birectory for phone numbers and ad 
IeSSes 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Coffin Lids, Heart 
Attacks 

AN TUA NUA, Bos 
DJ Re st 
ARIA, Bost E ternational and vocal 


house, witf Roger M. In the Ange! Roor In 


op 40 witt 


temationa!l Saturdays 
ATLAS DANCE, 8 
AVALON, B 
Nailz and spe quests 
THE AVENUE, A 
een B 
S Horr 
BACKSTAGE, £ 
THE BIG EASY, 8 
BILL'S BAR, Boston, At 10 p.m., “Dance Night 
wittyDJ Rob Nockshis. « 
BLARNEY STON@ PUB, Dorchester. Commeri- 
cal dance and R'nB 
BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey 
BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Groove Authority 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. R ‘n B 
rock, and dance with DJ Keith 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Back Room: Shirley 
Lewis Band. Front Room: “Irish Seisiur 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. “Killer Dar 
C ay night with DJs Mary Alice & Michae 


Ulud, gay 


Sheehan 
Downstairs: progres 


CAFE RAVELLO, Boston g 
sive house. Upstairs: hip hop, and midtempo with 
DJ Matt Wasley 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cambridge 
Upstairs: Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers. Down- 
stairs: “DJ du Jour 

THE CELLAR, Cambridge. “The Appliance of 
Science” with special guest DJs 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, Natick 
Charlie Kohihase Quintet 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND' CAFE, 
Somerville. “Country Christmas Concert” with 
John Lincoln Wright & the Sourmash Boys. 
CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Boys Night Out” with VJ 
Cliff Cunninghar 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “American Saturdays,” Top 40 
and dance, with DJ Jammin’ Jay 

CLUB NICOLE, Boston. European house with 
DJ Alex 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Jim's Big Eq 
COMMON GROUND, Allston. Pressure Cooker 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., house with DJ 
Eddie K 

ENCORE, Boston. DesPres & DeGraff 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE 
Brookline. Disco, motown, and classics from the 
80s & ‘90s with DJ John Reed 

EVOS ARTS, Lowell. Cleanse These Bastards, 
Sharks, Young Idea 

FELT, Boston. “Top 40 and Club Classics. 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE, Cambridge 
Noway Jose Band 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, Boston 
Michael Shea Quartet 

GRAND CANAL, Boston. Five to the Face 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Laid 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Swinging Johnsons 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. Kilombo 
Mambo 

HANNAH'S, Somerville. DJ Big Daddy Rob 
HARPERS FERRY, Aliston. Babaloo, Adonai and 
| 

THE HARP, Boston. Zoo 

HENNESSY'’S, Boston. Al 4 p.m., “Irish Seisiun 
At 9 p.m., DU Bil 


HIBERNIA, Boston, DJ Tym Ryan with special | 


guests 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Liquid Soul 
THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. Tim Gearan 
JACQUES, Boston. John Surette, Deniros, Mas- 
cara, Damn Dirty Ape 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. Dwight Ritcher Band 
Blue Rhino 

JOYFUL NOISE COFFEEHOUSE, Lexington 
Susan Werner, Katryna & Nerissa Nields 
Kennedys. 


JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retro dance 
night 

THE KELLS, Allsion. “Dance Party’ with DJs 
Marc Lucas and O'Toole 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Douglas Fir 
Aaron Perino, Mark Robinsor 

KINVARA PUB, Aliston. Showroom 

LA BOOM, Boston. “Wild On @La Boom” with DJ 
Tim Collins. 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Alvin Terry Group 


Stephen Paul 

LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. “14 for 14 Amnesty 
Intemational Benefit” with All the Queens Men 
LUCKY’S LOUNGE, Boston. Julie Johnson 
LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL, Providence 
Ri. Misfits, Casualties, Forgotten 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Liquid Disco Trash” with 
DJ Gary Conzo and retro new wave with DJ 
Chris Ewen 

MATRIX, Boston. At 9 p.m 
with DJ Pedro Gonzalez 
MET CAFE, Providence, Ri. Antibalas 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Ms Pi 
geon, Quick Fix, Good North. Downstairs: 7L & 
Esoteric, Akrobatik, Porn Theater Ushers, Edan 
Skitzofreniks, C Ray Walz, Terminology, D-Ten- 
sion, Insight, Venom Ent., Lyrikal Buddah 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Mango's Latin 
Dance Club” with DJ Antonio Ortiz 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston. Tommy & 
Alan 

THE MODERN, Boston. House with DJ Shiuan 
Lee 

O'LEARY'S, Brookline. Four ‘n More 

THE PALACE, Saugus. “Tilt,” with DJ Manolo 
and Gene Sousa, “Oxygen,” hip hop, R & B, top 
40, with DJ Chaos, and “Uptown,” hits from the 
70s to today, with DJ Pat Messina 

THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. Dio, King’s X 
Hammerfall 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 8 p.m 
Rock and Roll Christmas Party” with the World 
Famous Pontani Sisters. 

PARRIS, Boston. Chad Lamarsh Band 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Boom Boom 
Room,” new wave, one hit wonders, and disco 
with DJ Vinney 

THE PLACE, Boston. VJ Laptog 
PRAVDA 116, Boston. High-ener 
with DJ Rick Naples 

THE RACK, Boston. “Dance Party” with DJ Vin 
nie Peruzz 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Easy Does it’ soft 
Seventies with DJs Easy and Goodwood 

THE ROXY, Boston. “Roxy Saturdays,” high 
NRG house and dance, with DJ Adilson 

RYLES, Cambridge. Herman Johnson 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S, Dorchester. “Party Time 
with DJ Jen 

SEA NOTE, Nantasket Beach. Love Dogs 
SISSY K’S, Boston. At 4 p.m., Matt Browne. At 
8 p.m., Kevin Kirrane. Upstairs: “Dance Party 
old school and new dance, with DJ Tom McKer 
na 

SIN BULL PUB, Maynard. Whose Muddy 
Shoes. 

SKY BAR, Somerville. Fingerbomb, Sunset Is a 
Battle, Child 

SOPHIA’S, Boston. DJ Edwin Matos 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip hop, old school 
and top 40 with DJ B-Spin 
SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston 
dance hits with DJs KC and Gallo 
$W1, Boston. “SW1 Saturday” top 40 remix with 
DJ Rene 

TK’S JAZZ CAFE, Bostor 
rick Hodge, Karriem Riggins 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. ‘70s, ‘80s, and 
90s with DJ Zino; progressive, top-40, club, and 
international with DJ Steve Anderson 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. Slobber- 
bone, Loveless, Will Johnson 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean Daly 
VAPOR, Boston. “Crosswalk,” with DJs David 
Skye, M.J 

VENU, Boston. European disco house with DJs 
Javier and Nico and “Mythos,” ethnic house and 
Greek sounds with DJ Yorgo 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Vertigo Saturdays,” hip hop 
R & B, house, and reggae, with DJ Ron Steel 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 9 p.m., Darren Bar 
rett Quintet 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. “Latin Night 
with Balaton, Seemore Johnson's, Hips on Fire 
WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 40 funk 
and dance with DJs Gabe and Lazee Boy 
WONDER BAR, Aliston. Rusty Scott Quartet 


SUNDAY 15 

See Club Directory for phone nurr 
dresses 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Lounge Around” with 
mellow beats by DJ Dave 

ARIA, Boston. “Living Room,” lounge and vocal 
house. 


Hi-Energy House 


yy dance musi 


Old and new 


Mularew Miller, Der 


wers aNd ac 


THE ATTIC, Newton Centre. Coalboilers 
AURORA, Boston. “Ginseng,” soulful house, hip 
hop, and reggae 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m 
with DJ Darrin Fnedmar 
THE AVENUE, Alliston. “Lounge Night 

AXIS, Boston. Ai 7 p.m., “Mighty Mighty Bos 
stones Hometown Throwdown 

BACKSTAGE, Boston. “R&B and Old Schoo! 
Ciassics” with DJ T. Clark 

BARKING CRAB, Boston. Peter Bell Tno. 
BILL'S BAR, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Reggae Sun 
day" with DJ K Don and special quest Lady Lee 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. “Laid Back 
Sunday 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen 

BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. At 10 a.m., “Sunday 
Jazz Brunch” with Shimon Ben-Shir Group. At 
6 p.m., “Mela's Jam Session 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front Room: “Irish 
Seisiun 

CAMBRIDGE BREWING COMPANY, Cam 
bridge. At 11 a.m., “Jazz Brunch” with Left Side 
Jazz Band 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cambridge 
Joe Cook's Blues Jam 

CLARK'S IN FANEUIL HALL, Boston. 9 Pound 
Bag 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Service Industry Night 
house, techno, and breaks, with DJ Joshua Cari 
and special guest DJs 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Lorraine & Bennett 
Hammond, IndieGuy, Brian Webb, Teddy Gold 
stein, Stephen Kellogg 

COSTELLO'S Jamaica Plain. James Merenda’s 
Masked Marvels 

COTTONWOOD CAFE, Boston. Brian Walkley 
Band 

ENCORE, Boston. Dorothy Miller & Michael Lar 
son 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE, 
Brookline. House and acid jazz with DJ Johan 
Van Cauwenberghe 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Menage A Trois 
Brazilian dance and Eurohouse with DJ Roland 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Inchicore, Finbar 
Doyle 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Swinging Johnsons 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. Balla 
HANNAH'S, Somerville. “Acoustic Open Mic 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Scott 
Damgaard 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Mr. Lif 

THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. Uncie Shake 
Duo 

JACQUES, Bostor 
Ons Review 
JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. At 4:30.p.m., “Open 
Biues Jam” with Kevin Grudeck Band. At’ 9 p.m 
Salsa Dancing” with Rumba Na Ma 

THE KELLS. Aliston. “Global Sundays” with DJ 
Philippe 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. BridfKing, Tony 
Brown 

LIMBO, Boston. Ron Murphy Quintet 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC. HALL, Woroesier, Disco 
Hell 

LUCKY'S LOUNGE, Boston. “Sinatra” Sunday 
with Mark Mahar, Alex MacDougall 

MET CAFE, Providence, RI. Los Straight Jack 
ets 

METROPOLIS, Providence, Ri. “Industry,” uplift 
ing house and dance anthems, with DJ Rick 
Naples 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: For Rea 
sons Unseen, Warren Commission, Liars Acade 
my, Count the Stars, Armor for Sleep. Venom 
Ent., Lyrikal Buddat 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Fireballs: Drag 
Bingo. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston. Mike Barrett 
O'LEARY’S, Brookline. At 7:30 p.m., “Irish Music 
Session 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. At 6 p.m 
Celtica.” At 10 p.m., “Ressurrection,” trance and 
techno 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. James McKen- 
na Duo 

THE RACK, Boston. “FNX Night” with DJ Julie 
Kramer with Chad LaMarsh Band 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Stickabush,” soul 
R&B, and hip-hop, with DJ Kavelier 

RYLES, Cambridge. At 10 a.m., “Jazz Brunch 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Greg Luttrell 

SKY BAR, Somerville. S.E.D., Defiate 

SW1, Boston. “Shadow Lounge Sunday’ with Ex 
Clusive Entertainment 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan “Fluffy” Quinn 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. “Internationa 
Night" with DJs Nino, Antoine, Giulano, and Gio 
vannm 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. Sweep 
ers, Shpeez. Violet Nine 
VAPOR, Boston. “T-Dance 
with DJ Danae 


Gay Night,” house 


Diamond Dunhill’s Drag 


old school house 


Continued on page 14 


THE MISFITS play Lupo’s in Providence on Saturday. 
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All Shows 18+ 
492-BEAR 


Thursday, December 12th 


THE SO AND SO'S winrer resioency 
MAYBE BAYBE * MELODRONE + PAMELA SUEMANN 


Friday, December 13th 


BLACK 47 
BIG BAD BOLLOCKS + BOsTUN 


Saturday, December 14th HIT TO START SON * BUXTON 


B -*-* NEW SHOWS «+ 
+] 1/18  EPmAPH REC. ARTISTS DIVISION OF LAURA LEE 
1/30 WACO BROTHERS, THE SADIES, JON LANGFORD 
ee COMING ewe 
12/26 The So And So's, Johnny Lives. 
Brett Rosenberg (solo) 
12/27 Rocketscience, Krebstar, Roxie CD Rel 
The Shortsieeves 
12/28 LP Sulu (ex Heidi) 
Joanie Pimentel of Superhoney 
12/31 The Gentlemen 
Jake Brennan & The Confidence Men 
The Brett Rosenberg Problem 
“Mime Crime” Benefit 
w/ The Skating Club, Freezepop 
Dirty Doctors 2600, AdFrank 
The Guts (ex Queers), Nobody's Heroes 
Sam Bisbee CD Rel., Aaron Perrino 
The Raging Teens, The Charms CD Rel 
WBCN’'s Deek pres. Jeremiah Freed 
Throne, Give, Junction 18 


_THE FLY SEVILE © THE GURE Replaced 
Ninja Tune pres. 


tickets available at ticketFast DJ Vadim & the Russian Percussion 


Visit TT’s Website www.ttthebears.com * Call 492-0082 


WCRI UF LENE 
ay, December 


THE SWEEPERS 
SHPEEZ * VIOLET NINE 


VESEXACT * THE ACRO-BRATS * HENRY 
Thursday, December 19th 


THE SO AND SO'S wovter rzsivency 
SCOUT * MOBIUS BAND » LUKE TEMPLE 








Bears 
Sunday December 15th 


Centra! Square T-Stop 
10 Brookline St 
Cambridge, MA 


09pm - violet nine 18+ / $5 
10pm - shpeez 


11pm - the sweepers 


WR ASK 


ms 


63 Wyman Sfreef 
Stoughton. MA 

Drink: Dance-#!@9 
Open 7 Days 

No Cover before 9 p.m. 
Dance Thur - Sun 
Karaoke Wednesday 


Pool and Darfs 781-344-7106 
No Cover wifh fhis ad Expires 12/30/02 


BEN HARPER 


AFILM BY DANNY CLINCH CO.DIRECTED+EDITED BY SAM LEE 
Shows daily at 6:00, 8:00 & 10:00 + Sat & Sun mats at 2:00 & 4:00 


COOLIDGE CORNER THEATRE 
290 Harvard St Brookline 
4. ut . 


ige.org 


GET rH Arr 
www. 7thart.com 
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Continued from page 12 

VENU, Boston. “Camival,” Brazilian night with DJ 
Adiison 

VERTIGO, Boston. Caribbean and World Beat 
with DJ Deville 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 3 p.m., “Sunday Af- 
temoon Jazz Jam.” At 9 p.m., Wally’s Stepchil- 
dren 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny Homer/Joe 
McMahon Trio featuring Barry Ries 


MONDAY 16 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad- 
dresses 


AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Ceremony,” goth & in- | 


dustrial 

THE AVENUE, Aliston. “Service Industry Night.” 
AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Static,” drag show with 
DJ Jay Ine and Mizery 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston. “Tommy's 
Jam Session.” 

BILL'S BAR, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Monsta Mon: 


day” with DJ Kaptain Krunch plus special guests 


Lickgoidensky, Dysrythmia 
BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica Plain. “Sonic 


Ginger,” down tempo lounge and dub with DJs | 


Martini and Ah Dub. 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Back Room: “Set 


Dancing” with Ger Cooney. Front Room: “Irish | 
| Ciarmataro Trio 


Seisiun.” 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cambridge 
“Singer-Songwriter open mic” with Whose Muddy 
Shoes. 

CAPRICE, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Buddha Lounge.” 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Arabesque 
COTTONWOOD CAFE, Boston. Willow Jazz 
Group 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “industry Monday,” 
Live music, open jam. 

ENCORE, Boston. Clara Lotaro Quartet 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE, 
Brookline. House and acid jazz with DJ Johan 
Van Cauwenberghe 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, Boston. Rusty 
Scott Trio. 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. “insh Seisiun 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. “Open Mic 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. “Sir Cecil's 
Jam Session 

HENNESSY’S, Boston. Joe Carson 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Kabir, Gree 
some 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville 
King Wilkie 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Jes Perry, Tonya 
Miller, Julia Rose 

LIMBO, Boston. Evan Goodrow Trio 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. Fringe 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Soltero 
Sea Navy, Ed in the Refridgerators, Santas Little 
Helpers, Star Star Quarterback. Corer: Andy 
Galdins. ZuZu: “Unhappy Hour” with Skeggy 
Kendall 

O'CONNOR'S, Boston. Gannon Brothers. 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Makka Mon- 
days,” Hip-Hop and Reggae with DJs Voyager 
01, Uppercut, and Blackfinger 

P.J. RYAN'S, Somerville. “Acoustic Open Mic” 
with Jon Titone 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Blues Food 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Scott 
Damgaard 


Hillbilly Night” with 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


THE RACK, Boston. “Sin Night” with Mistress | 


Carie 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Weekly Wax 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech 

TOAD, Cambridge. Tim Gearan Band, Shwang 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. Liz De 
Biase, Katie Barbato 


VAPOR, Boston. “Piano Open Mic” with Michelle 
| ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Caged Heat 


Curry 
VERTIGO, Boston 


The Movement,” deep | 


house, house, and progressive with DJ Eric San- | 


tangelo 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Jose Ramos & the 
Special Blend 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny Horner/Joe 
McMahon Trio featuring Barry Ries. 


TUESDAY 17 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad- 
oresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Natalie Flanagan 
Leigh Stimolo, Kristian Montgomery, Teresa 
Storch 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. “Jazz and Poetry 
Open Mic” with Reggie Gibson 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Home 
trance music 

ARIA, Boston. “One Nation Tuesdays,” hip-hop 
R & B, and reggae, with DJ Chubby Chub 

THE AVENUE, Aliston. Old-school hip hop funk 
night 

BACKSTAGE, Boston. '"80s Industry Night 

THE BANSHEE, Dorchester. Central Artery Pro- 


house and 


ject 

BARKING CRAB, Boston. Groove Cats. 

BILL'S BAR, Boston. “Hip-Hop Night” with DJ D- 
Sharp 


BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ “Easy on the | 


Eyes” Carrie 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Back Room: “Open 
Mic” with Hugh McGowan. Front Room: “irish 
Seisiun.” 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cambridge 
Upstairs: At 8 p.m., “Bluegrass Picking Party.” 
Downsiairs: At 10 p.m., “Bluegrass Jam” with 
King Wilkie 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, Natick 
“Jazz Jam’ with Philippe Crettien 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. “Open Mic 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “The Lounge,” Hip- 
hop, R&B, and Reggae 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m 
with DJ Eddie K 

ENCORE, Boston. Bobby Femino 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE, 
Brookline. House and acid jazz with DJ Johan 
Van Cauwenberghe 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. Uncle Trouble 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, Boston. Jesse 


Lot 36,” house 


GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. Lilli Lewis 
HENNESSY'S, Boston. Scott Damgaard 
HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Simon, Boat- 
yard Resin. 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. “Old Time Music 
Night.” 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Elias Wrote, Ci- 
cero Buck 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Alvin Terry Trio 
LIMBO, Boston. Brian Kelly Trio. 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE, Boston. Tim Gearan 

MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. Geoff Scott 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Burning 
Paris, Brainy Cramps, California Stadium, Tristan 
da Cuhna, Alexander McGregor/Casey Keenan 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Mary Mary's All 
Star Karaoke 


THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Lot 36 
Latin house with DJ J.C 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Spectrum 


down tempo, acid jazz, soul, and trip hop with 
DJs Flack and C with special quests 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ Dana Z 

THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., “After-Work Jazz 
with Fikus. At 10 p.m., DJ Richie Fingers 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Eaves Drop” listen 
ing party 

ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Will Dailey 

RYLES, Cambridge. Lola Danza 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Stu Sinclair. Upstairs: “In the 
Biz Hospitality Night,” top 40 and popular dance 
with DJ Ra-mu 

SKY BAR, Somerville. Simple Discourse, Low 
Beam, Hijack Jupiter 

TK’S JAZZ CAFE, Boston. Brian Walkey Band 
T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. Trucker 
Shake, Hunter's Track, Violet Tide 

VAPOR, Boston. “Retro Night” with DJs Danae 
and Michael Sheehan 

VENU, Boston. “Mynt,” international sounds with 
DJ Adilson 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Chasm” with special guest 
DJs 

WALLY'’S CAFE, Boston. Wally's Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR, Alliston. Rusty Scott & Mike 
McKenna Trio 


WEDNESDAY 18 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad- 
dresses 


Ninja, Ad Frank. 
AER, Boston. “ChillOut,” house music with local 
Dus. 


ee: F 


SLOBBERBONE play TT. the Bear’s Place on Saturday. 


Laura Berman, Jason LeVasseur. 


| LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Mark Greel Trio 


LIMBO, Boston. Jacques Chanier Trio. At 
10 p.m., DJ John McDaniels 


LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. Cancer to the | 


Stars, Collapsed Computer, Reverse 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worcester. “Worm- 


town Wednesday.” 


MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Crypt,” goth synthpop | 


and industrial with DJ Chris Ewen, and “System,” 





CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, Natick 


| “Acoustic Open Mic” with Oen Kennedy. Kerry 


electro industrial trance power-noise with DJ Hell- | 
| COMMON GROUND, Allston. “Love Night,” 80s, 


raiser 
METROPOLIS, Providence, Ri. UK progressive 
tribal, techno, and deep house with DJs Hoska 
and Clift 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Stoic 
Breeding Ground, Train of Thought, Apolline 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Piain. At 9 p.m., “Mercury 
Lounge,” soul, funk, and house with DJs No- 
madik and Timmy Allen 


OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY, Cambridge. At | 


8 p.m., “Acoustic Open Mic 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. Kari Denson's 
Tiny Universe 

PA'S LOUNGE, Somerville. “Blues Jam 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “End of an 
Error” with DJs Benny Blanco, Brother Cleve 
Brynmore, Caseroc, Duo, John Debo, Lenore 
Matthew, Mike Traylor, Redboy, Russell Lewis 
Shalako, Shwilly B, Tym Ryan, Mark Flynn 

THE PLACE, Boston. Diana Karthas. 

THE PLAYGROUND, Cambridge. “Open Mic." 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Bad Art En- 
semble 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. Global house with DJs 
Alex & Felix and “Latin Lounge” with DJ JC 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ Massi 

THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., FNX presents 
“Bad Ass Barbeque Night” with DJ Steve Ander- 
son 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Cabin Stabbin 
Wednesdays” dub with DJ Boogie Ba Do 
RYLES, Cambridge. inner Orchestra 

SISSY K’S, Boston. James McKenna 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. “Open Mic” with 
Dave McKeon 

SKY BAR, Somerville. J Walkers, Missing Lance 
Project, Freight Train 

SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Solamente Salsa” with 
SalsaBoston.com 


| SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “Essence,” hip hop 
| reggae, old school, and soulful house with DJs | 


Mastermillions, Bruno, and Justice. 


| TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. “Greek Night.” 


ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. “Dubmission,” jun- | 
gle soul, abstract hip-hop, dub breaks with DJs | 


Yamin and Flux 


AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Forward Movement,” | 


reggae, soul, and hip hop. 

THE AVENUE, Aliston. “Knowledge,” hip hop, 
reggae and R & B 

BACKSTAGE, Boston. “Alternative Rock Night 
BARKING CRAB, Boston. Rezarection Band 
BILL'S BAR, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Blackout Bar 
with DJs Rocky Doom & Snakes with special 
guests Peow, Tim Collins 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 

BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Nat Simpkins Jazz 
Quartet 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front Room: “Irish 
Seisiun 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cambridge 
Brian Templeton Band 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Laser Wednesdays,” ‘70s 
dance and karaoke, with DJ John Kelty 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Caroline Herring 
Kerri Powers 

COMMON GROUND, Alliston. “What a Way to 
Go-Go,” mod night with DJ Vin 

COYOTE GRILLE, Cambridge. Greg Luttrell 
EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “State of the Art,” Live 
hip-hop and jazz with DJs Kingspin, R. Moya 
Naturali, and Reazon 

ENCORE, Boston. Stacy Baker & Brian Nash 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE, 
Brookline. House and acid jazz with DJ Johan 
Van Cauwenberghe 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Explode Wednes- 
day” with DJ Luca 

HENNESSY'S, Boston. John Polomi 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Lovewhip 
Stymie 

THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. John Cate & 
Jimmy Ryan 

JOE'S ON HIGH STREET, Boston. Samoa Wil 
son Band 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. “Helping the Home 
less Benefit” with Andy Pratt, Charlie Farren 
THE KELLS, Aliston. “HUMP Wednesday,” hip- 
hop, house, and dance with DJ Drag 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Rob Gonzalez 


T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. A Wish 
for Fire, Livesexact, Acro-Brats, Henry. 

VAPOR, Boston. Latino night with DJ Adiison 
VENU, Boston. “Lively 2-Step,” drum ‘n bass with 
Dus Static, Benny B, NC-17, Damsel, and Seishi 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Anitya,” psy-trance with DJs 
Dino, Mathwin, and Dave Henshaw with special 
guests 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Wally's Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR, Aliston. Leo Bianco. 


THURSDAY 19 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad- 
dresses. 

AER, Boston. “Change,” progressive house and 
trance with DJs Eli and Fernando 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. “Open Mic” with 
Burt LaFontaine 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keith 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. Top 40 with DJ Ren Jus- 
tice 

ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with guest DJs 
AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “International 
Thursdays,” Eurohaus, with DJ Arsit with special 
guests 

AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Nailz, Tasty & Taner 
K spinning vocal and progressive house 
BACKSTAGE, Boston. “Hip-Hop Night.” 
BARKING CRAB, Boston. Lee Beckett Band 
THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Agent 86 
BILL'S BAR, Boston. At 9 p.m., FNX presents 
“The Underground” with DJ Chris Rucker plus 
special guests Favorite Atomic Hero. 
BLACKHORSE TAVERN, Boston. Gypsy 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 80s and 
today with DJ Scorch 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton. “Open Mic 
BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Joe Bargar & the 
Soul Providers. 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. R 'n B and 
commercial dance with DJ George 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Back Room: Swingin 
Johnsons. Front Room: “irish Seisiun 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
house & trance with DJ Stezo 
CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cambridge 
Lois Lane & the Daily Planet 


Absolute 


Powers. 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE, 
Somerville. Andy Burstein, Steadfast, 7 Days 
CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video Show’ 
with VJ Tom Yazbek 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Throwback Thursdays,” old 
school with DJ Bird. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Christopher 
Williams, Meg Hutchinson 


all vinyl with DJ Brian 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, Brighton. “Lazy 
Dog” deep house and exotic future lounge with 
DJ Dave Mee 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “Red Velvet,” with DJs 
Geespin and Master Jay 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m 
with DJ JC 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE, 
Brookline. House and acid jazz with DJ Johan 
Van Cauwenberghe 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & Hell 
house and hip-hop with DJs Chaos, 7L, and Mr 
Aru 

FELT, Boston. “Liquid” with DJs Chris DeSimone 
& Jynx 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE, Cambridge 
Evan Goodrow Band. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, Boston. Chris 
McDermott Acoustic Trio 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting Vinnies 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. Dwight 
Richer Band. 

HANNAH'S, Somerville. Reggae and house with 
guest DJs 

THE HARP, Boston. DJ Lou 

HENNESSY'’S, Boston. Me & Julio 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Lettuce 

THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. Stretch 
JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. 5 O'Clock Shadow. 
JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Upstairs: DJ John 
Tringall. Downstairs: Me & Julio 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Dance Party” with DJ 
Edgar. 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Redietter, Matt 
Tobin, Rachel Garlin 

LA BOOM, Boston. At 11 p.m., “Privilege,” inter- 
national house with DJs Manos Linoxilakis and 
Christoph Muller. 

LIMBO, Boston. Kaoruko. At 10 p.m., DJ Brother 
Cleve 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE, Boston. Alex MacDougall 
MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” altemative 
boypop with DJ Chris Ewen and high energy 
house with DJ Brad Gwynn 

MATRIX, Boston. At 10 p.m., “C.P.R. Thursdays,’ 
house and drum and bass with DJs Hush, Bons. 
Elyte, Reid Speed, Siren, and Colette. 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Sive, Pi- 
castro, 27, Isle of Citadel. Downstairs: Lost City 
Angels, Function 18, Apollo Sunshine, Every 
Forty Seconds, Kipper Tin, Dirty Water, Crash 
and Burn 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. “Dyke Night 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Piain. Pills, Army of Jason 
Mary Reillys 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., “international 
Thursday,” with DJ Eddie Lee 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. “Pig Pile 
Records Pile Up Xmas Party’ with Rock City 
Crimewave, Random Road Mother, 3 Day 
Threshold, Benders 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Elements 
drum ‘n bass with DJs Crook, and Lenore 

THE PLACE, Boston. Greg Lutrell 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ Flanagan 
with musical guest Jim Plunkett 

THE RACK, Boston. At 6:30 p.m., Mark Morris & 
the Catunes. At 10:30 p.m., DJ Ricky. 

RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL, Cam- 
bridge. “Sosa Thursday” with DJ Quinton 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Bitches Brew’ with 
Dali 

ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Liam Maloney. 

THE ROXY, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., “The Latin 
Quarter,” salsa, merengue, bachata, and house 
RYLES, Cambridge. Lance Martin Band 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Upstairs: pop- 
ular dance, with DJ Deja 

SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Latin Night’ with DJ JR 
Vega 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip-Hop and NYC 
House. 

SW1, Boston 
and hip hop 
TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan “Fluffy” Quinn 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. “Young Profes- 
sionals Club 


‘Latin Lounge. 


Thirsty Thursday 


top 40 remix 











T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. So and 
So's, Scout, Luke Temple 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean Daly 
VAPOR, Boston. “*MOCCA.” hip hop and R & B 
with DJs KC and Ron Steel 


VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ Nailz and 
ISE-O spa” with DJ Tasty 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Diversity Thursdays.” soulful 


house with DJ Fran and UK hard house and pro- 





gressive trance with DJs JLong, Tek, and Cata- 

tonic and quest DJ 

WALLY’'S CAFE, Boston. Francisco Mela Quin 

tel 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. “Late Night 

Lounge 

WONDER BAR, Aliston. Grant Langford Quartet 

THURSDAY 12 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad 
wesses 

BEANTOWN COMEDY ares B 

8 p.m., “Funhouse” with Corey Manning 

BLACK BOX THEATER € Bostor 
enter for the Arts. 539 Tremont St.. Boston. At 

8 p.m., “Spiked Eggnog: A Holiday Boogalox 


COINS LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m., Improv Comedy with Faces for Radi 
COMEDY CONNECTION Boston. At 8:30 p.r 
The R-Rated Hypnotist,” Frank Santos 


COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG, C 


amor 


At 8 p.m., Tim Mcintire, Lois McCormack, Steve 

Caiech Amanda White, Rob Reuter, Jesse 
Gersten 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 p.m., Mainstage 
Cast 


IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m., “Micetro.” At 10 p.m Great and Se 
cret Comedy Show 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY (617-591 
1616), 255 Elm St., Somerville. At 8 p.m, “Jimmy 
Tingle in the Promised Land 


FRIDAY 13 


The 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad 
aresses 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Boston. “3rd 
Grade Trick Comedy Improv Troupe 

BLACK BOX THEATER (617-536-5981), Bostor 


for the Arts, 539 Tremont St., Boston. At 
8 p.m., “Spiked Eggnog: A Holiday Boogaloo 
BOSTON PLAYWRIGHTS’ THEATRE, Boston 

1 p.m., the Underkroft Com edy T roupe 
COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG, Cambridge 
At 8 p.m., Piston Honda, Alison Block, TJ Griffin 
IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 
Mainstage Cast 


IPROVBOSTON —o Cambridge. At 


Center 





and 10 p.m 





f mprovBoston Holiday Spectacular.” At 
p.m TheatreSpor he ston 
simany TINGLE’ S OFF BROADWAY (617-591 
55€ St.. Somerville. At 8 p.m Ny 
le | Promised p.m...” irr 
Found pr 
SATURDAY ved 
BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Bost 
Stand-Ui vith Jon Fisch 
BLACK BOX THEATER 617-536-5981), Bostor 
Center for the Arts, 539 Tremont St., Boston. At 
Spiked Eggnog: A Holiday Boogaloc 


COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG, Cam 
bridge. At 8 p.m., Evan O'Television, Alison Block 
Alana Devich, Dan Mintz, Malissa Hunt 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 6, 8 and 10 p.m 
Mainstage cast 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cambridge. At 
6 p.m., “Writers Block.” At 8 and 10 p.m., “Bare 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY (617-591 
1616), 255 Elm St., Somerville. At 8 p.m., “Jimmy 
Tingle in the Promised Land 

ORPHEUM THEATRE (617) 931-2000. 1 Hamil 
ton PI., Boston. At 8 p.m., Jon Stewart 


SUNDAY 15 

See Club Directory for phone nurr 
dresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. At 8 p.m 
Comedy Jam Open Mic 


nbers and ad 


Stash's 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Boston. “Wild 
Comedy Open Mic Night” with Jon Fisch 
BLACK BOX THEATER (617-536-5981) 


Boston Center for the Arts, 539 Tremont St 
Boston. At 7 p.m., “Spiked Eggnog: A Holiday 
Boogaloo 

CHARLES PLAYHOUSE, (617-426-6912), 74 
Warrenton St., Boston. At 8 p.m., “Comedy Fias- 
co 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 4 p.m 
Jimmy Keys. At 9 p.m., “Black Comedy Explo- 
sion” with Will-E Robc 

COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG, Cam 
bridge. At 8 p.m., “Tony V's Holiday Extravagan 
Za 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cambridge. At 
7 p.m., “Sgt. Culpepper's Improvisational Jam 
boree 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY (617-591 
1616), 255 Elm St., Somerville. At 3 p.m., “Jimmy 
Tingle in the Promised Land 


MONDAY 16 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad 
dresses 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 8 p.m 
Amateur Showcase” with Kevin Knox 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., “Free 
the Lizard Lounge Comedy Hour Open Mic 
hosted by Kim Davis 


TUESDAY 17 


See Club Directory for phone 


C numbers and ad: 
wesses 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston 
i, Robbie Printz 


Paul 


Nardizz’ 


Continued from page 14 
WEDNESDAY 18 


See Club Directory for phone 
aresses 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Bost Al 
) p.m., “Young Comics’ Showcase” with Danie’ 
Kinno, Dan Levy 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston 
Stebbins 

COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG, Cam 


numbers and ad 


Harrsor 


bridge. Al 8 p.m., “Sacrificing Virgins: 10 First 
Time Comedians 
IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 Mainstag 


Last 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cambridge 
8 p.m. “Hump: This Could Be Trouble 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY (617-591 
255 Elm St.. Somerville. At 3 po. juny 
Tingle in the Promised Land 


THURSDAY 19 


for phone number nd ad 
for phone numbers and ad 


Al 


1616 


See Club Directory 
WeSSES 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Boston. At 


8 p.m., “Underground Comedy Showcase 
BLACK BOX THEATER (617-536-5981), Boston 
enter for the Arts, 539 Tremont St., Boston. At 


m., “Spiked Eggnog: A Holiday Boogaloc 
CANTAB LOUNGETHIRD RAIL, Cambridge. At 
Br Improv nedy with Faces 
COMEDY CONNECTION Bostor 
The R-Rated Hypnotist,” Frank Santos 
COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG, Ca 
bridge. At 8 p.m., Tim Mcintire, Adam Gropmar 
Chris Oake, Dave Thompson, Paul Shea, Tom 
Morello, Sandy Asai 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 p.m 
Cast 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m. “Micetro.” At 10 p.m., “The Great and Se 
cret Comedy Show 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY (617-591 
1616), 255 Elm St., Somerville. At 3 p.m., “Jimmy 
Tingle in the Promised Land 


concerts 


THURSDAY 12 

JOHN BAILY AND ASIF MAHMOUD perform 
Classical and traditional music from 
at 8 p.m. at Paine Hall, Harvard University, (North 
Yard), Cambridge. Free; (617) 495-4056 
BERKLEE SINGERS’ SHOWCASE is at 









Mainstag 


Afghanistan 


8:15 p.m. at the Berklee Performance Center 
136 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets $5, $2 for sé 
iors; (617) 747-2261 


SERGEANT DANIEL M. CLARK AND RAY- 
MOND CAVICCHIO perform at 7:30 p.m. at the 


Branch Library, 179 Ma 


Charlestowr 
Charlestown. Free; (617) 242-1248 


JOE poms TRIO 


8:30 p.m. at the 





Tremont The Bc 

ets $12: (61 14-6898 

SANDY PRAGER perfor azz for qguita 
2 p.m. at the Newton Free Lit 30 Hi 
St.. Newton. F 61 796-136 


SHERYL CROW SUSAN TEDESCHI LIFE- 
HOUSE, AND SIXPENCE NONE THE RICHER 
931-2000 

VOICES OF RENAISSANCE STUDENT. 
TEACHER GHOR 5 
Boston Rer 

St., Boston Free (617 


FRIDAY 13 

LOGARHYTHMS MIT 
forms at 8 p.m. at Kresge 
Ave., Cambridge. Free: (617) 437-7795 


SANCTUARY COMPOSERS FORUM is ai 





all-male a 
Auditorium, 48 Mas 


appella per 


8 p.m. at Church of Our Saviour, 25 Monmouth 
St.. Brookline. Tickets $10, $5 for students: (617) 
277-7334 


rforms Latin and 


SOL Y CANTO DUO ; 
Caribbean music at 8 p.m. at St. John’s Methodist 
Church, 80 Mt. Auburn St.. Wa 


$14; (617) 491-2812 


SATURDAY 14 

CHARLIE HADEN AND MICHAEL BRECKER 
perform at 8 p.m. at the Berklee Performance 
Center, 136 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets $29.50 
$35.50; (617) 876-7777 

SONIA DADA performs at 8 p.m. at Somerville 
Theatre, 55 Davis Sq., Somerville. Tickets $25 
(617) 931-2000. 

DUOTONE performs at 8 p.m. at Oni Gallery, 684 
Washington St., Boston. Tickets $10; (617) 542 
6983 

ERIC ZINMAN TRIO AND FISHLUNG TRIO per 
form at 8:30 p.m. at the Zeitgeist Gallery, 1353 
Cambridge St., Cambridge. Suggested donation 
$7; (617) 876-6060 

TOM PETTY & THE HEARTBREAKERS AND 
JACKSON BROWNE perform at 7:30 p.m. at the 


terlown. Tickets 


FleetCenter, Causeway St., Boston. Tickets 
$32.50-$57.50; (617) 931-2000 

SUNDAY 15 

DANIEL BARRETT performs at 7 p.m. at Bor 


ders, Cambridgeside Galleria, 1 Cambridgeside 
Place, Cambridge. Free; (617) 679-0887 
BOSTON WOMEN’S RAINBOW CHORUS per- 
forms at 5:30 p.m. at the First and Second 
Church, 66 Marlborough St., Boston. Suggested 
donation $6, $3 for students; (617) 267-6730 


MONDAY 16 

GU 4 WITH MARJORIE MORGAN & TOM 
PLSEK perform at 8 p.m. at Mobius, 354 Con 
gress St’, Boston. Tickets $10, $7 for students 
seniors: (617) 542-7416 


THURSDAY 19 
GUY MENDILOW BAND AND MANISHAMU- 
SIC perform at 8 p.m. at the Zeitgeist 





Gallery 


MR. LIF plays the House of Blues on Sunday 


1353 Cambndge St., Cambridge. Suggested di 
1ation $8-$12. $5-$10 for students: (617) 876 
6060 


CLASSICAL 


THURSDAY 12 

BOSTON CONSERVATORY WIND ENSEMBLE 
performs Stravinsky's Octet for Wind instruments 
and Dana Brayton’s Mayan at 8 p.m. at the 
Boston Conservatory, Seully Hall, 8 the Fenway 
Boston. Tickets $5, free for 
(617) 912-9222 


BOSTON POPS performs 


Students, seniors 


traditional and con 


temporary Christmas music Thurs. at 1 and 
8 p.m. (Keith Lockhart), Fri. at 3 and 7:30 p.m 
Bruce Hangen), Sat. at 11 a.m. (Lockhart 
3 p.m. (James Orent), and 7:30 p.m. (Hanger 
Sun. at 3 p.m. (Orent) and 7:30 p.m. (Hanger 
and Mon.-Thurs. at 3 and 7:30 p.m. (Lockhart) at 


Symphony Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets 
$21-99; (800) 266-120 

JUNIOR MASSACHUSETTS YOUTH WIND 
ENSEMBLE performs works by Holst, Vaughar 
Rossini at 7:30 p.m 


Williams, and at Jordan Ha 


30 Gainsborough St.. Boston. Free: (61 


KALISH-SWENSEN-KATZ TRIO | 


Haydn Pia Trio in A. Dvorak’s 


WILLIAM LAWES AND LA STRAVAGANZA 


R7¢ 56 ex 


MIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA pert 


mphony N Kr ' 
MIT 48 Mass. A / 
SYNERGY QUINTET perforn 
the Federal Reserve Bank, 600 Atlantic Ave 
Boston. Free: (617) 973-3453 


FRIDAY 13 

CHORUS PRO MUSICA presents “Christmas 

Through the Ages” at 8 p.m. at Old South Church 

64s Boylston St., Boston. Tickets $18-$25; (617 
-7442 

seSurT URBAN CENTER CHOIR performs at 












8 p.m. at the Immaculate Conception Church 
775 Harrison Ave., Boston. Free; (617) 536 
844( 
LONGY OPERA GALA is at 8 p.m. at Longy 
School of Music, 27 Garden St., Cambridge 
Free: (617) 876-0956 ext. 500 
MASTERWORKS CHORALE performs Han 
I's Messiah Fri-Sat. at 8 p.r St. Brigid’s 
ch, 2001 Mass. Ave., Lexington. Free; (781 
235-6210 
WENDY NEIKIRK gives a voice recital including 
works by Purcell, Moz favel, Schumann, and 
Walton at Br m. at tt A Mu sic School 
321 Chestnut St., West Newton. Free; (617) 527 


4553 


DANIEL SULLIVAN gives an organ recital at 


12:15 p.m. at Trinity Church, Copley Sq 
Free: (617) 536-0944 ext. 212 


BOSTON POPS. See listing for Thu 


SATURDAY 14 

BOSTON CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY per 
art's Eine kleine Nachtmusik, Bach's 
rq Concerto No. 3, and works by Vi- 


at 8 p.m 


forms Moz 
Brandenbu 
valdi and Telemann Sat 
4 p.m. at Faneuil Hall, Boston. Tickets $30-$50 
617) 349-0086 

BOSTON RECORDER SOCIETY OPEN 
SIGHT-READING SESSION is at 9:30 a.m. at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 81 Elm St., Concord 
Tickets $10; (978) 263-9926 

EMMANUEL MUSIC ORCHESTRA AND CHO- 
RUS CONDUCTED BY CRAIG SMITH performs 
Bach's Christmas Oratorio Sat.-Sun. at 2 p.m. at 
Emmanuel Church y St, Boston 
Tickets $18-$48; (617) 536-3356 

HARVARD GROUP FOR NEW MUSIC per 
orks by Nick Vines, Robert Hasegawa 
ert, and Lei Liang at 8 p.m. at John 
oncert Hall, Harvard University 


and Sun. at 


15 Newb 





Paine C 





the North Yard). Cambridge. Free: (617) 496 
MASTER SINGERS perform Brahms's Manen 
eder. Mozart's Sancta Maria Mater Dei. Rodne 





Lister's The Annunciation, and Sara Doncaster 
Ave Maria at 8 f at the First Parish Churct 
Harrington Rd. Lexington. Tickets $16, $14 


781) 862-6459 


TALLIS SCHOLARS per 


Cc 


3 Byrd's Mass 
Four Voices, Cornysh's Ah, Robin 
Magnificat at 8 ¢ 
jlate Conception, 775 Harr 


Boston. Tickets $20: 


at the Church of the Imma 


mn Ave 





$48; (617) 661-1812 


outh End 


and Nesbett’s 


YOUNG PERFORMERS CHAMBER ORCHES- 


TRA performs at 7:30 p.n 
Music, 27 Garden St 
876-0956 ext. 506 
BOSTON POPS. for Tr 
MASTERWORKS CHORALE See listing for Fr 


SUNDAY 15 
AVENUE OF THE ARTS CHORALE ; 


WV School 


at Lor 


Cambridge. Free 617 


f 


in Open sing of Handel's Messiat p.m. at 
the Central Congregational Church, 85 Seav 
s Ave.. Jamaica Plain. Tickets $7: (617) 524 


S06 


MICHAEL BONNER ne SARAH TAKAGI 


perform works for cé J piano by Prokofiev 
nastera, and Rachmaninov at 2 p.m. at Longy 
hoo! of Musi Garde ' mbridag 
BORROMEO STRING QUARTET pert 
Mozart's S A (K.464) and 
Bartok s String Quart et N 5 at 1:30 p.m. at tr 


BOSTON BOY CHOIR AND ST. PAUL MEN S 


SCHOLA 


BOSTON CAMERATA 





I the f woury St., Bostor 

Wed. at 8 p.m. at the First Congregatior 
Church, 11 Garden St.. Cambridge. Tickets $25 
$40: (617) 262-2092 

BOSTON CECILIA AND ARCADIAN WINDS 
present “Christmas Jubilations” at 8 p.m. at th 
First Congregational Church, 11 Garden St 
Cambridge. Tickets $15-$60; (617) 232-454( 


CONCORD CHAMBER PLAYERS perform 


chubert, Harbison, and 





Center, 166 Main St., Concord. Tickets $20-$25 


$15 for students, seniors; (978) 371-9667 


Dvorak at 
ncord Academy Performing Arts 


EREVAN CHORAL SOCIETY AND ORCHES- 


TRA ¢ 


7:30 p.m. at the Holy Tr 


resents a 





ity Armenian Apostolic 


Christmas Holiday Concert” at 


Church, 145 Brattle St., Cambridge. Free: (6170 
354-0632 
PETER KRASINSKY pre S an organ recital 








at 4 p.m. at the Mission ( 1545 
St.. Boston ested donation $1 
students, seniors; (617) 445-2600 


NEW ENGLAND PHILHARMONIC performs 






works by Schumann, Copland, Poule 





Chopin at 3 p.m. at the Tsai Perform 
ter, 685 Comm. Ave., Boston. Tickets $ 2 
for seniors, $15 for students; (617) 353-8725 


OLD NORTH CHAMBER CHOIR AND PLAY- 


ERS perform Galupp 


Williams's. Firs 


Magnificat and Vauc 


Z: 





st Noel a | 
Church, 193 Salem St., Boston. Free; (617) 523 
6676 

PARISH AND TRINITY CHOIRS pe 
del’s Messiah at 7 p.m. at Trinity Chur 
Saq., Boston. Ticke 


] 


srform Han 


ts $15-$20; (617) 5 
ext. 212 

KARYL RYCZEK AND WAYMAN CHIN 
voice and piano at 8 p.m 
School of Music, 27 Garden St., C 
Free; (617) 876-0956 ext. 500 
CYNTHIA SANGER performs works for 
by Beethoven. Chopin, Ravel, and Persichetti a 
3 p.m. at the Brookline Music School, 25 Ker 
nard Rd., Brookline. Free; (617) 277-459 
HELENA paca napa performs piano works 
by Beethoven, Ch 


All Ne 


works for 


ambr idge 


in, and Liszt t 4 p.m. at the 





Music. School 





West Newton. Free: (617) 52 


yerform 


at Lonay 


piano 


t 


BOSTON CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY. See 


isting for Sat 


BOSTON POPS, See listing for Tt 


EMMANUEL MUSIC ORCHESTRA AND CHO- 


RUS CONDUCTED BY CRAIG SMITH 








LONGY GUSEER MUSIC ENSEMBLES | 


form at 8 o.1 at L 


jen St ambndge. Free; (¢ 9/O-UIS0 ext 
BOSTON POPS. S 


TUESDAY 17 
LONGY ap ignee OF MUSE | 
naangals 


r v 
at | yy ox 


BOSTON POPS 
WEDNESDAY 18 


MESSIAH SING-ALONG 


BOSTON CAMERATA 
BOSTON POPS 


THURSDAY 19 
NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY YOUTH 


PHILHARMONIC CONDUCTED BY BENJAMIN 
CANDER | forms B 


BOSTON POPS 


dance 


THURSDAY 12 








BOSTON BALLET performs The Nutcracke 
4 st | | 

and next if at Ind /°3 1 g 

Theatre Tremont St.. £ 

$70; (800) 447-740 

CAITLIN CORBETT DANCE COMPANY pre 
61 864-3191 

JOse MATEO'S BALLET THEATRE | 
Nutcracker T 

f f 

sanct Theatr 4 4 

Ticke $33 


FRIDAY 13 
BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE ENSEMBLE 


BOSTON BALLET, See listing for Thur 
CAITLIN CORBETT DANCE COMPANY 


JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE 


SATURDAY 14 
BOSTON BALLET 
BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE ENSEMBLE 
CAITLIN CORBETT DANCE COMPANY 


JOSE MATEO S BALLET THEATRE 


SUNDAY 15 

BOSTON BALLET. See 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE ENSEMBLE 
See listing for F 

CAITLIN CORBETT DANCE COMPANY. See 
listing for Thurs 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. See listing 
for Thurs 


TUESDAY 17 
BOSTON BALLET. Se¢ 


WEDNESDAY 18 
BOSTON BALLET. See lis! 


THURSDAY 19 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for previous 
Thurs 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE 

vious Thurs 


PARTICIPATORY 


THURSDAY 12 
EXPERIENCED eee 
DANCE is at 8 p.m. at the First Unitar 
404 Concord Ave., Belmont Ticket $7, $4 
students: (781) 662-7475 

FUSION SWING DANCE is from 8:30 p.n 
midnight 
406 Moody St., Waltham. Ticke 
Jents; (781) 894-7424 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND SQUARES i 
at 8 p.m. at the VFW Mount Auburn Post, 688 
Huron Ave 
6710 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 8 p.m. with 
a beginners’ dance at 7:30 p.m. at the Univers 
ist Church, 211 Bridge St., Salem. Tickets $3 


978) 745-2229 


for nre 
for pre 


FOLK 





at SuperShag Mega Dance Complex 


ts 310; 38 for stu 


Cambridge. Tickets $6; (781) 662 





TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE OAS fs t 8:30 p.m. at Ryles 
Jazz Club floor), 212 Hampshire St 
Cambridge Varying adr hargé 
FRIDAY 13 

BALKAN DANCE at 7:30 p.m. at Scaiz 
CONTRAS SQUARES, AND COUPLES 
DANCE fe aller Sue Ros ’ 


‘Continued on page 16 






EIGHT DAYS A WEEK THE & 




































































































Sac ques 


Underground 


617-426-8902 +79 BROADWAY 
Behind the Radisson Hotel 


OV DNIGH 


FRI. DEC. 13 
CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 


John Surette & The DeNiros 


aac with MASCARA 


+ Damn Dirty Ape 
UPCOMING SHOWS 
Sat. 12/21 WILMA 
12/28 NICK DUSSAULT 


Scrapple 
with NEPTUNE 
CD Release Party 


Matic § Martinis 


Dining 5:30 
Live Music 10pm to close 


10 30 
+ Never a Cover 


Thursday 12th Stretch (Jazz) 


Friday 13th Mark Mahar (oid schoo! lounge) 


Saturday 14th Tim Gearan (acoustic blues) 
Sunday 15th Uncle Shaker Duo (fou) 


Wednesday 18th John Cate & 


Jimmy Ryan (reots-rock 


Americana) 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Restaurant & Bar 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER | 2TH 


FURIOSO cD RELEASE PARTY 
(JC AVILES OF BABALOO) 


W/ JEN KEARNEY 
Y LA CEBOLLA 


EITHER/ORCHESTR 
NERO 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15TH 8PM NO COV 


“FIRE BALLS” 
DRAG BINGO 


CLOSED PRIVATE PARTY 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 19TH 


THE PILLS 
ARMY OF JASONS 
THE MARY REILLY’S 


WINDAM RECORDS SHOWCASE EVENT 
SHELLY WINTER PROJECT 
ASA BREBNER 
PETER C. JOHNSON 
THE COOTS 
THE COLLISIONS 


Entertainment 7 Nights 


403 Centre St. in J 
617-524-3740 





MOUNTAIN 
OF VENUS 


w/Grapes of 
Vaudevillian Fantasy 


BEY December 13 21+ 
EATLEJUICE 
we Brad Delp of BOSTON 
Saturday, December 14 21+ 
BABALOO 
w/Adonai And I 
Sunday, December 15 21+ 


SUNDAY JAMS 


The kindest jamband in town 


Monday, December 16 21+ 
GALLERY 
Tuesday, December 17 21+ 


BEANTOWN 
SHOW LIST 


BENEFIT FOR HOMELESS 
Wednesday, December 18 18+ 


THE DiJ 


w/Jordan Carp 
Friday, December 20 21+ 


ed A 
THE TRAUMA UNIT 


w/Fluffy Puppy 
(feat former Entrain Singer Brian Alex) 
& Justin 
ay, December 31 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 
MUDHENS 


Get your tix now, Call for details 


nay rg ris AT HARPERS FERRY OR CHARGE BY 
PHONE TICKET CITY IN ALLSTON © 787 
OR CHARGE TIX ONLINE AT OUR west 
WWW HARPERSFERRYBOS TON CON 
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tra 
chamber orches 





comedy 


BCONNECTION 
PIFANEUIL HALL 











along with 


oy KEVIN KNOX 


“The Wildman of Comedy" 





Your Say 


player blows. 


THE 


617-859-3300 
Find a band or find a bandmate. 







sary Be 


oA Sie” 508-931 
er ” concert! 


(P2480 


Validated Parking at 
75 State Street Garage 


www.comedyconnectionboston.com 


DECEMBER 27-29 


Comedy Central's 
“Crank Yankers,” 
“Letterman” & “The 
Tonight Show” 


pA COOK 


fe ee ee te ee te oe oe a! oe ee i oe ie oe ie oe ome os 














Continued from page 15 
Debby Knight, David Titus, and Bruce Rosen 
from 8 to 10:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Church 
Carlisle. Tickets $5; (617) 661-1865 

DANCE FRIDAY is an open-style dance at 
8:30 p.m. at Phillips Congregational Church, 111 
Mount Auburn St., Watertown. Tickets $7, $4 for 
teens; (617) 876-3050 

EL BEMBE SALSA AND MERENGUE DANCE 
is at 9 p.m. at the Jorge Hemandez Cultural Cen- 
ter, 85 West Newton St, Boston. Tickets $12 
(617) 927-1730 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is from 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m. at the First Congregational Church, 11 
Garden St, Cambridge. Tickets $4, $2 for stu 
dents; (781) 662-6710 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE is al 8 p.m. at 
Park Avenue Congregational Church, 50 Paul 
Revere Rd., Arlington Heights. Tickets $7, $4 for 
students; (781) 662-7475 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE PARTY fea- 
tures music by the Cambridge Folk Orchestra 
from 8:15 to 11 p.m. at St. John's Episcopal 
Church, 74 Pleasant St., Arlington. Tickets $4 
(781) 272-0396 

NOCHE DE JUERGA FLAMENCA is at 8 p.m. at 
Cedar's Hall, 61 Rockwood St., Jamaica Plain 
Tickets $25; (617) 265-5324 

RENAISSANCE DANCE features music by Re- 
naissonics and friends at 7:30 p.m. at the First Con 
gregational Church, 11 Garden St. Cambridge 
Tickets $8; (617) 661-3353 

SANGRIA AND SALSA is at 6 p.m. at Sophia's 
1270 Boylston St., Boston. Tickets $10; (617) 351 
7001 

SUPERSHAG DANCE PARTY is from 9 p.m. to 
midnight at SuperShag Mega Dance Complex, 406 
Moody St., Waltham. Tickets $12; (781) 894-7424 
TRADITIONAL NEW ENGLAND SQUARE AND 
CONTRA DANCE with live fiddle and keyboard 
music and caller Cammy Kaynor is at 8 p.m. at Ap 
palachian Mountain Club Headquarters, 4 Joy St 
Boston. Tickets $8; (617) 876-0715 


SATURDAY 14 

ARGENTINE TANGO DANCE is from 9:30 p.m. to 
1:15 a.m. at the VFW Mount Aubum Post, 688 
Huron Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $25; (617) 699- 
6246 


GAY AND LESBIAN CONTRA DANCE is from 








7:30 to 11 p.m. at the First Unitanan Universalis’ 
Church, Centre and Eliot Sts., Jamaica Plain. Tic 
ets $6, $5 before 8 p.m.; (617) 522-2216 


NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND SQUARES 
COUPLES DANCE is at 8 p.m. at the Scout 


House 74 Walden St., Concord. Tickets $7; (617 
547-7781 

RYLES DANCE HALL witt 

tango sounds with DJ Chr MNSIOK at 9 pr 





Pyle 





SWING DANCE from 9 p.m. to midnight at St 


atertown. Tickets $13: (617) 924-6603 


SUNDAY 15 

EAST COAST SWING AND TWO-STEP is at 
7 p.m. at Ashland Country Dance Hall, 162 West 
Union St, Ashland. Tickets $4-$8; (508) 435 
0950 

GAMMALDANS DANCE is from 2 to 5 p.m. at 
the Church of Our Saviour,-25 Monmouth St 
Brookline. Tickets $6; (781) 891-3207 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING is from 7:30 
to 11 p.m. with instruction at 7 p.m. in MIT's Lob 
dell Dining Hall (second floor), 84 Mass. Ave 
Cambridge. Tickets $1; (617) 253-3655 
ISRAEL! DANCING is at 10:30 a.m. at Temple 
Israel, 477 Longwood Ave., Boston. Free; (617) 
566-3960 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING is at 8 p.m. at Har- 
vard-Radcliffe Hillel, 52 Mount Auburn St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $3, $2 for students; (617) 484- 
3267 

MAMBO/SALSA CLUB with music by Mackie 
Bumette and DJ O'Bruno is at 1 p.m. at the Mid- 
die East, 480 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Tickets 
$15, $12 for students; (617) 524-2763 
SCANDINAVIAN DANCE is at 2 p.m. at the 
Church of Our Saviour, 25 Monmouth St., Brook 
line. Tickets $6; (781) 891-3207 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Church of Our Saviour, 25 Monmouth St 
Brookline. Tickets $4; (617) 661-5899 

WEPA SALSA SUNDAY DANCE is from 8 p.m 
to midnight at Fred Astaire Dance Studio (fourth 
floor), 100 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets $10; (617) 
388-0925 


MONDAY 16 
BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING is at 
7:30 p.m. at Green Street Studios, 185 Green St 
Cambridge. Tickets $12; (617) 840-2362 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCE is from 8 to midnight at 
Temple Kehillath Israel, 384 Harvard Ave., Brook 
line. Tickets $4, $3 for students; (617) 484-4282 
NEW ENGLAND SQUARES AND CONTRAS 
features music by Yankee Ingenuity at 7:30 p.m 
at the Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord 
Tickets $7; (781) 272-0396. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 9:15 p.m. at 
the Central Square YWCA, 7 Temple St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $6, $3 for students; (617) 661- 
5899 


TUESDAY 17 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. at Sava Ser- 
bian Orthodox Church, 33 West Water St 
Wakefield. Tickets $7; (781) 246-9663 

FOLK DANCING BY THE FOUNTAIN is from 7 
to 9:30 p.m. in Copley Square Park, Clarendon 
and Boyiston Sts., Boston. Free; (781) 662-7475 


WEDNESDAY 18 

DANCE FREEDOM is a smoke- and alcohol-free 
barefoot dance at 7:30 p.m. at the First Congre- 
gational Church, 11 Garden St., Cambridge. Tick- 
ets $6; (978) 369-7522 


ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is from 7:30 to | 
10:30 p.m. at Park Avenue Congregational | 


Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd., Arlington Heights 
Tickets $8, $3 for students; (781) 662-6710. 


































BENJAMIN ZANDER conducts the New England Con- 


servatory's Youth Philharmonic Orchestra at Jordan Hall 


on Thursday, the 19th. 


ISRAELI DANCE is at 7:30 p.m. in the Lobby of 
MIT's Building 13 (second floor), 77 Mass. Ave 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 253-3655 

SALSA BOSTON DANCE is from 10 p.m. to 
2 a.m. at Sophia's, 1270 Boylston St., Boston 
Lessons at 9 p.m. Tickets $10, $2 for lesson 
(617) 513-7001 

TANGO DANCE BREAK is from 8:30 to 
11:30 p.m. at the VFW Mount Auburn Post, 688 
Huron Ave., Cambridge; lessons available at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets $5; (617) 699-6246 


THURSDAY 19 

ARGENTINE TANGO DANCE is at 8:15 p.m. at 
Karoun Restaurant, 839 Washington St., Newton 
Tickets $7; (617) 964-3400 

FIESTA FLAMENCA is from 9 p.m. at Sophia's 
1270 Boylston St., Boston. Lessons at 9 p.m 
Tickets $10; (617) 513-7001 

EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL FOLK 
DANCE. See listing for previous Thurs 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND SQUARES 
See listing for previous Thurs 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE. See listing for 
previous Thurs 

SWING DANCE. See listing for previous Thurs 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 


MERENGUE DANCE. See listing for previous 
Thurs 


events 


FRIDAY 13 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR 
with local and world crafts, jewelry, pottery, cloth- 
ing and art is Fri. from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sat. from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sun. from noon to 6 p.m., and 
Thurs. from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the First Parish 
Unitarian Universalist Church, comer of Church 
St. and Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; (413) 625- 
9779 


SATURDAY 14 
FREE DESSERT & WINE TASTING is at from 2 
to 4 p.m. at Best Cellars, 745 Boylston St 
Boston. Free; (617) 266-2900 
HISTORIC FREEDOM TRAIL HOLIDAY 
STROLL departs at 11 a.m. from the Boston 
Common Visitor Center, Boston Common 
Boston. Tickets $12, $6 for children; (617) 227- 
8800 
ONE & ONLY BOSTON CHOCOLATE TOUR 
with stops to sarnple chocolates at the Top of the 
Hub Restaurant, tie Omni Parker House Hotel 
and Le Meridien leaves at noon from the Trolley 
Stop Store, corner of Boylston and South Charles 
Sts., Boston. Tickets $50; (617) 269-3626 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR. 
See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 15 

BOSTON TEA PARTY DEBATE RE-ENACT- 
MENT to celebrate the 229th anniversary of the 
Boston Tea Party is at 5:30 p.m. at the Old South 
Meeting House, 310 Washington St., Boston 
Tickets $1, free for those in traditional costumes 
(617) 482-6439 

HOLIDAY STORYTELLING FOR ADULTS with 
Betty Lehrman is at 2 p.m. at the Newton Free Li- 
brary, 330 Homer St., Newton. Free; (617) 796- 
1360. 

“LE GRAND DAVID AND HIS OWN SPECTAC- 
ULAR MAGIC COMPANY” perform at 3 p.m. at 
Cabot St. Cinema Theatre, 286 Cabot St., Bever- 
ly. Tickets $15, $10 for children under 12; (978) 
927-3677 

PUNK ROCK FLEA MARKET with crafts 
records, clothing, and more is from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at Mass. College of Art Gymnasium, 621 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Free; (617) 784-6115 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR. 
See listing for Fri 


TUESDAY 17 

WINE TASTING WITH LORENZO: EAST 
COAST WINES is at 6 and 8 p.m. at Les Zygo- 
mates, 129 South St., Boston. Tickets $25; (617) 
542-5108. 


THURSDAY 19 

CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY is at 
3:30 p.m. at Mt. Aubum Cemetery, 580 Mt 
Aubum St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 547-7105 
DECEMBER RENDEZ-VOUS with food, film, 


and art is from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the French Li- | 





brary and Cultural Center, 53 Marlborough St 
Boston. Tickets $15; (617) 912-0400 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR 
See listing for Fri 


fairs 


SATURDAY 14 

HOLLY FAIR with crafts, baked goods, and holi 
day faire is Sat. from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and 
Sun. from noon to 5 p.m. at 42 and 56 Brattle St 
Harvard Sq., Cambridge. Free; (617) 547-6789 


ext. 1 


gay & 





THURSDAY 12 

OVER 30 MULTICULTURAL LESBIAN RAP 

it 7:30 p.m. at The Women's Center, 46 Pleasant 
St., Cambridge. Free: (617) 354-8807 


SATURDAY 14 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD GAY & LESBIAN DANCE 
NIGHT is from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at Ekco Lounge 
41 Essex St. Boston. Tickets $8; (617) 338- 
8283 

HOLIDAY DANCE FOR WOMEN is from 8 p.m 
to midnight at Sons of Italy, 117 Swanton St 
Winchester. Tickets $10; (781) 648-0722 


MONDAY 16 

LESBIAN RAP is at 7:30 p.m. at The Women's 
Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free: (617) 
354-8807 

LIVING ART GROUP for lesbian, bisexual, trans 
gender, or queer women, 13-25, is from 6 to 
8 p.m. at Boston GLASS Community Center, 93 
Mass Ave., 3rd floor, Boston. Free; (617) 266- 
3349 

SPEAKEASY DISCUSSION GROUP FOR 
LGBT YOUNG ADULTS 18-25 is at 7 p.m. at 
Boston GLASS Community Center, 93 Mass 
Ave., third floor, Boston. Free: (617) 266-3349 


THURSDAY 19 

age OUT AS BISEXUAL GROUP is at 
p.m. at the Bisexual Resource Center, 29 Stan 

hope $ St.. Boston. Free: (617) 424- 

OVER 30 MULTICULTURAL LESBIAN RAP 


See listing for previous Thurs 


readings 


THURSDAY 12 

BILLY COLLINS reads from his Nine Horses at 
6 p.m. at Askwith Hall, 13 Appian Way, Cam 
bridge. Free: (617) 661-1515 

CLEA SIMON reads from her The Feline Mys- 
tique: On the Mysterious Connection Between 
Women and Cats at 7 p.m. at the Harvard Coop 
1400 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; (617) 499 
2000 

TAPESTRY OF VOICES POETRY READING 
with Lisa Beatman, Elizabeth Doran, Victor 
Howes, and Peter Lennon is at 6:30 p.m. at Bor- 
ders, corner of Washington and School Sts 
Boston. Free: (617) 557-7188 


FRIDAY 13 

MARJORIE GARBER reads from her Quotation 
Marks at 3 p.m. at the Harvard Book Store, 1256 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; (617) 661-1515 
CATHERINE SASANOV reads from her All the 
Blood Tethers at 7 p.m. at Marsh Chapel, Boston 
University, Downstairs Robinson Rm., 735 Comm 
Ave., Boston. Free; (617) 353-3560 


SATURDAY 14 
“OPEN MIC AND POETRY SLAM” hosted by 
Valerie Lawson, Erin Feeney, and Len Germinara 








| is at 7:30 p.m. at Daily Grind Coffeehouse, 23 | 


Central Sq., Bridgewater. Donations; (508) 279- 
9952 


“POETRY OPEN MIC” with host Deb Priestley is | 






at 8 p.m. at Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect 
St., Cambridge. Suggested donation $3; (617 
354-5287 

SUZANNE WISE AND MARGOT LIVESEY read 
from their work at 8 p.m. at the Fine Arts Work 
Center, 24 Pearl St., Provin Free; (508 
487-9960 


SUNDAY 15 
POETRY EXCHANGE hosted t 





617) 489-0519 


JOHN VAUGHAN signs his astal Effects 


Cape Cod arinas vineyard and Nantucket al 





MONDAY 16 
KURT BROWN signs his More Things in Heave 


and Earth at 8:15 p.m. at Cambridge Center f 





Education, 56 Brattle St., Cambndge CK 





7) 547-6789. ext 


DON SHARE gns his Union at 8:15 p.n 





TUESDAY 17 

“AGAPE POETRY OPEN MIC” is at 8 p.m. at 

: nity Churct ae 565 Boylston St 

Boston. $1 donation; ( 489-0519 

OTTO PENZLER, ROBERT B. PARKER, JERE- 

MIAH HEALY, AND BRENDAN DUBOIS read 
n and discuss The Best Amencan Mystery 

Stones at 6 p.m. at the Boston Public Library, 700 

Boylston St., Boston. Free; (617) 536-5400 


WEDNESDAY 18 

“BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN MIC” is at 
8 p.m. at Cantab Lounge, 738 Mass. Ave., Central 
Sq., Cambridge. Tickets $3; (617) 354-2685 
OUTSPOKEN WORD OPEN MIC with Deborah 
Rocha is at 7:30 p.m. at Center for the Arts in Nat- 
«, 31 Main St., Natick. Tickets $5; (508) 647- 
9097 


talks 


THURSDAY 12 
“PERSON TO PERSON: UNLOCKING SPIRI- 
TUAL DIMENSIONS OF HUMAN RELATION- 




















Sars" a lecture by John McDargh at 
t Hebrew 2Q0e. Berens Hall. 16 

FRIDAY 13 

wtektnmayne OF Savery vp-vionyeesnal 

F cn C ot., Ua 

SUNDAY 15 

ee page s a lecture by 
in Koebel at 10 c r 

bridge. Free 617) 7 7 

TUESDAY 17 


LOST GROUND: HOMELAND SECURITY 
FOR AMERICA’S POOR PEOPLE” is a lecture 
by Ann Withorn and Randy Albelda at 6:30 p.m 

at the Cambridge Public Library, 45 Pearl St 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 497-5273 
“ON CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY” is a 
discussion with William Donaldson, Richard 
Donahue, Eliot Spitzer, and Rosabeth Moss 
Kanter is at 5:30 p.m. at the John F. Kennedy Li 
brary and Museum, Columbia Pt., Boston. Free 

617) 929-4571 


WEDNESDAY 18 
INTERNATIONAL-STYLE MODERNISM IN 
PRE-CASTRO CUBA" is a lecture by Lee Cott 
6 p.m. at Rabb Lecture Hall, Boston Public Li- 
brary, Copley Sq., Boston. Free; (617) 951 
1433, ext. 221 
“WHITHER PSYCHOANALYSIS IN DIGITAL 
CULTURE?” s a lecture by Sherry Turkle at 
7:30 p.m. at First Parish Church 3 Church St 


Cc ambridge Free (617) 495-2 


aii 





FRIDAY 13 

PARTY TO BENEFIT ONI GALLERY with 
Meghanne Peru, Kareem, Wall of Ex’'s, cookie 
decorating and more is at 8 p.m. at Oni Gallery 
684 Washington St., Boston. Tickets $15; (617) 
542-6983 


SATURDAY 14 

WBUR HOSTS READ A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL TO BENEFIT ROSIE'S PLACE with 
Tom Ashbrook, Alice Furland, Dick Gordon 
Delores Handy-Brown, and Ted O'Brien at 
7 p.m. at the Tsai Performance Center, 685 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Tickets $30; (617) 442- 
9322 


SUNDAY 15 

JAZZ BRUNCH TO BENEFIT BROOKLINE 
ARTS CENTER with Tom Pendergast is from 
10 a.m. to noon at the Brookline Arts Center 
86 Monmouth St., Brookline. Tickets $47; (617) 
566-5715 


TUESDAY 17 

8-BALL CELEBRITY POOL TOURNAMENT 
TO BENEFIT THE 8 FOUNDATION WITH AN- 
TOINE WALKER plus Paul Pierce, Lawyer Mil- 
| loy, Troy Brown and others is at 7 p.m. at the 
Rack, 24 Clinton St., Boston. Tickets $20; (617) 
725-1051 








galleries _ 
Admission to the following gallenes is free, ur 
less otherwise noted. In addition to the hours 
listed here, many galleries are open by ap 
pointment. Galleries are in Boston 


where indicated otherwise. Gallenes with photo 
exhibitions are listed under Photography 


NEWBURY STREET 
BACK BAY 


ACME FINE ART (617-585-9551) 


except 


38 New 


bury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10:30 a.m 
5:30 p.m.; Sat., 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Jan. 11: “Provincetown Painters 


ALFRED J. WALKER FINE ART (617-247 
1319), 158 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Permanent collection features 
American and Continental paintings and draw 
ings of the 19th and 20th centuries. Through 
Dec. 21: “The Nasons’ New England 
ALIANZA GALLERY (617-262-2385), 154 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 am 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan 
Jerry Berta’s Diner Show 

ALPHA GALLERY (617-536-4465), 14 New 
bury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Jan. 8: “Reed Kay: New Paintings 
ARDEN GALLERY (617-247-0610), 129 New 


bury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Denise Mickilowski: New 
Paintings 


BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY (617-262 
4490), 10 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “AIDS 
Benefit Exhibition.” Dec. 14-Feb. 5: works by 
Julian Opie 

BILL'S BAR (617-421-3678), 55 Lansdowne 
St., Boston. Call for hours. Now on view 
Boston Tattoo Artists: Fat Ram, Kim, and Mar 
cus 

BOSTON ARCHITECTURAL CENTER (617 
262-5000), 320 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 6: “20 Pro- 
jects/20 Years 

CAMELOT GALLERY (800-956-5618), 221 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
8 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Features over 100 
limited edition canvas lithographs by Thomas 
Kinkade 

CHAPPELL GALLERY (617-236-2255), 14 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 am 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “Wearable Giass 
Sculpture.” Through Jan. 11: “Contemporary 
Glass Sculpture from Japan 

CHASE GALLERY (617-859-7222), 129 New 
bury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 30 
Ziegler: Etchings/Collographs 
CHILDS GALLERY (617-266-1108), 169 New 
bury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 9 am.-6 p.m 
Mon., Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 4 
‘We Like It So Much”; “Leo J. Meissner’; “Wa- 
tercolors of Gertrude Beals Bourne 

COPLEY SOCIETY OF BOSTON (617-536 
5049), 158 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 24 
Works Show 

DYANSEN GALLERY (617-262-4800), 132A 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Wed., Sat 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Thurs., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fr 
Sun., noon-6 p.m. Ongoing: “Modern Masters 
works on paper by Picasso, Matisse, and Cha- 
gall; “Dyansen Fine Art Auction 

FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL CEN- 
TER (617-266-4351), 53 Marlborough St 
Boston. Tues.-Thurs., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fri.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Claude 
Guertin: En tete-a-tete 

GALLERY NAGA (617-267-9060), 67 New 


bury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 


Treacy 


Smail 








Through Dec. 21: works by Judy Ke 
McKie 

HARCUS GALLERY (617-4 

yse St., Boston. Ca 





Boston Group Artists show 


HOWARD YEZERSK! GALLERY (617-262 


0550), 14 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 24: “Paper 
Prayers: 14”: “Philip Sirois: Paintings 


INTERNATIONAL POSTER GALLERY (617 
375-0076), 205 Newbury St., Boston. Mon 
Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 31: “Timeless Beauties, 1890- 
1939 

JUDY ANN GOLDMAN FINE ART (617-424- 
8468), 14 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 21: works by Ju 
liann Cydylo 

JUST AFRICA GALLERY (617-536-1648) 
201 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: contempo- 
tary stone sculptures by major and emerging 
artists from Zimbabwe, with works by Henry 
Munyaradzi and Gladman Zinyeka 

KAJI ASO GALLERY (617-247-1719), 40 St 
Stephen St., Boston Tues.-Fri., 1-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 16: “Nature and Temptation 
KELLY BARRETTE FINE ART (617-266- 
2475), 129 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Ongoing: re- 
volving exhibit featuring works by Lisa Houck 
Nancy Wagner, and others 

KIDDER SMITH GALLERY (617-424-6900) 
131 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m., Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 14 
works by Peter Buchman and Karen Ganz 
L'ATTITUDE GALLERY (617-927-4400), 218 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 am 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 15 
Great Gifts, Small Packages 

MERCURY GALLERY (617-859-0054), 8 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m 
Through Dec. 20 
Pottery”; “Lucette White: Paintings 


MILLER BLOCK GALLERY (617-536-4650) 


6 p.m Miranda Thomas 


14 Newbury St Bostor Tues.-Sat 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “Scott 
Peterman: New Work 

MPG (617-437-1596), 228 Newbury St 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun 
Mon., 1-5 p.m. Dec. 12-Jan. 5: works by Amy 
Kaufman and Jane Dahmen. Reception Dec 
12, 6-8 p.m 

NIELSEN GALLERY (617 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 am 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Sam Messer: The 
Story of My Typewriter’: “Mel Pekarsky: Com 
ing to the Desert 

PEPPER GALLERY (617-236-4497), 38 New 
bury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Jan. 11: “Winter Salon 
RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY (617 
266-3321), 38 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 14: “New Hampshire Artists: 1830-1940 
ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY (617-267-7997) 
38 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fr 
5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan 
31: works by Michael Ronnen Safdie 
ROLLY-MICHAUX GALLERY (617-536 
9898), 290 Dartmouth St., Boston. Tues.-Fr 
11 am.-4 p.m. Sat., 11 
Through Feb. 28: “Braque, Chagall, Sonia De 
launay, Miro, Picasso, and Roualult 

SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS (617-266 
1810), 175 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Jan. 5: “Our Cups Runneth Over 

ST. GEORGE GALLERY (617-450-0321), 245 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Thurs., Sat 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Faces and Places 
UPSTAIRS AT JOHNSONS ART GALLERY 
(617-536-4065), 355 Newbury St., Boston 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 8:30 a.m 
1 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Johnson's Staff Exhi- 
bition 

VICTORIA MUNROE FINE ART (617-523 
0661) 59 Beacon St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Contemporary and historical 
drawings. Through Jan. 18: “Drawing for De- 
sign: Architectural, Industrial and Decorative 
Arts 


SOUTH END 

ALLSTON SKIRT GALLERY (617-482-3652) 
450 Harrison Ave. #303, Boston. Wed.-Sat 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 28: new work by 
Tony Gray; “Karolyn Hatton: Wild Thing 

ARS LIBRI (617-357-4212), 560 Harrison 
Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Permanent collection features 
rare and scholarly books in the fine arts 
BERENBERG GALLERY (617-536-0800), 4 
Clarendon St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Recollections: Rose 
deSmith Greenman and Turid Elgstrom-Lin- 
dahi.” 

BERNARD TOALE GALLERY (617-482- 
2477), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Preview 
Review 

BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS Mills 
617-426-5000), 539 Tremont St 


Wed.-Sun., 1-4 p.m.; Thurs.-Sat., 7 


266-4835), 179 


10 am 





a.m.-5:30 p.m 


Gallery 








Cyclorama. Mon.-Fr 
Sun., 1-4 p.m. Ongoing 
Through Jan. 1: “Rest Room: Privacy 
sciousness 
GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY (617-426- 
9738), 47 Thayer St., Boston. T t 


10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Jar 


9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat 
The Kitchen Project 
& Con- 


) 






Sd 

oud! An 

tonio: Drawings”; “Catherine Carter: Objects 
Hanako Nakazato: Ceramics 


HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN ART (61 





442-8204) 2164 Washington St., Boston 
Wed.-Sat.. noon-6 p.m. Through Marct 
Baule Sculpture 


NAO PROJECT GALLERY (617-451-2977 
535 Albany St., third floor, Boston. Wed., Fi 
Sat.. 41 a.m.-4 p.m. Through De 18: “The 





Unspoken Word: 2D & 3D works by Walter 
Kopec 

OHT GALLERY (617-423-1677), 450 Harrisor 
Ave 3rd Fi.. Bost Tues.-Sat.. 11 am 





Small Works 

SOUTH END BRANCH LIBRARY (617-536 
8241), 685 Tremont St., Boston. Mon., Wed 
Thurs., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Tues., noon-8 p.m 
Fri., 9a.m.-5 p.m.: Sat 
Dec. 24: “In the Dunes 


DOWNTOWN 
ARTEMIS GALLERY (617-338-4122), 92 
South St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m 
extended hours to 8 p.m. on Thurs. Ongoing 
18th and 19th century Chinese furniture. Now 
on view: “New Chinese Works”, works from 
Quin Feng's “Original Sound” series, and “lyri- 
cal” scrolls by Fei Yang 
BOSTON CITY HALL Scollay Square Gallery 
(617-635-3245). City Hall Plaza, Boston. Mon.- 
Fri., 9am.-5 p.m 

Mayor's Art Gallery. Through Jan. 10: “Laura 
Davidson: Handmade Books and Paintings.” 
GALLERY KATZ (617-423-6328), 450 Harri- 
son Ave., third floor, Boston. Tues.-Sat 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “Michael 
Yoder: Post 
GOETHE-INSTITUT BOSTON (617-262- 
6050), 170 Beacon St., Boston. Mon.-Thurs 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 30: “Wanda Ries 
Constructions and Collages 
MARIO DIACONO GALLERY (617-560 
1608), 500 Harrison Ave., Boston Tues.-Sat 
11 am.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 28: “Lisa Ruyter 
The Sun Also Rises 
ONI GALLERY (617-542-6983) 
ton St., Boston. Wed.-Sun., 2-8 
Dec. 22: “Justir 


9 a.m.-2 p.m. Through 


684 Washing 
p.m. Through 
The Dishwasher's 


Liebermar 


Song 





RUSTY FROM DIESEL by Patti Hudson is part of 





"Masks" at Art Market Gallery in Jamaica Plain, Decem- 


ber 15 through 27. 


OSP GALLERY (617-778-5265), 450 Harrison 
Ave., #304, Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 25: “The Fall Line: Intuition & 
Necessity in Contemporary Abstract Drawing 

PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562-8814), 967 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Nightly, 5 p.m. to late 
Through Dec. 25: “Mikey Welsh: Infections 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

ART MARKET GALLERY (617-442-8482), 36 
South St., Jamaica Plain. Thurs.-Fri., 4-7 p.m 
Sat.-Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 13 
works by Cheryl Robinson. Dec. 15-29: “Patti 
Hudson: Masks”; “Mike Carroll: Paintings.” Re 
ception Dec. 15, noon-5 p.m 
CHARLESTOWN BRANCH LIBRARY (617 
242-1248), 179 Main St., Charlestown. Mon 
Thurs., noon-8 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., Fri., 9 a.m 
5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Through Dec. 14 
BookPeace: Children of Charlestown 

THE CHELSEA CITY (617-884-9887), 173 
Washington Ave., Chelsea. Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.- 
noon; Sat., 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
Christine Wendel Farrugia: Waves 

ELIAS FINE ART (617-783-1888), 120 Brain- 
tree St., Rear, Aliston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 21: “Asphalt 

GALLERY AT GREEN STREET (617-522 
0000), 141 Green St., Jamaica Plain. Wed.- 
Sat., noon-5 p.m.; Tues.-Thurs., 6-9 p.m 
Through Dec. 22: paintings by John Guthrie 
HALLSPACE (617-989-9985), 31 Norfolk 
Ave., Boston. Fri.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 14: “Red Heads and Black Shoes: John 
Kramer and Mark Younkle 

MOBIUS (617-542-7416), 354 Congress St 
Boston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan 
4: “Ann Tracy: Core.” Reception Dec. 14, 3 


som 
2p 


CAMBRIDGE 

SOMERVILLE 
WATERTOWN 

ART INTERACTIVE (617-498-010( 
Bishop Allen Dr., Cambridge. Sat.-Sur 


1m.-> p.m 


Through Jan 
nteractivity and the Perception of Time 
CAMBRIDGE ART ASSOCIATION Kathryr 


Schultz Gallery (617-876-0246), 25 Lowell St 








Camb 





CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS CEN- 
TER (617-577-1400), 41 Second St., Can 


MARK GALLERY (617-576-6275), 141 Huro 
Ave., Cambridge. Sat., noon-6 p.m.; Wed.-Fri 
all for hours. Through Dec. 23: “The Gift 
MIDDLE EAST (617-864-EAST), 4 
Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours. Through Dec 
31: works by Philip A. Mackenzie and Stefan 
Barton. Reception Dec. 15, 3-5 p.m 
MUDFLAT POTTERY STUDIO (617-628- 
0589), 149 Broadway, Somerville. Mon.-Fri., 5 
9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Dec. 15: “Open Studio and Sale 

OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY (617-354- 
5287), 106 Prospect St., Cambridge. Mon.- 
Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “New Lo- 
cation Grand Opening Show.” 
SACRAMENTO ST. GALLERY (617-349- 
6287), 20 Sacramento St., Cambridge. Mon.- 
Fri, 9 am.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 20: “Small 
Works: 59 Artists 

SOPRAFINA (617-498-0999), 99 Beacon St 
Somerville. Wed.-Sat., noon-6 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 12: paintings by Nancy 
Dyer Mitton 

STEBBINS GALLERY (617-576-0131), 0 
Church St.. Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Dec. 24: “Holiday Show 

1369 COFFEEHOUSE CENTRAL SQUARE 
(617-576-4600), 757 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
Daily, 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Through Dec. 31: paint- 
ngs by Angela Warner 

UNIVERSITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
GALLERY (617-864-9754), 66 Winthrop St 


T 


72 Mass 


Cambridge. Mon., 5-5:30 p.m 3:30. 





4 p.m.; Wed., 12:30-1 p.m. Through Jan. 6 


Arlyss Becker: WorldWideWomen 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY (617-876-6060), 1353 
Cambridge St., Inman Sq., Cambridge. Wed 
Sun., 1-7 p.m.; Tues., 1-10 p.m. Through Dec 
22: “Rarely Captured: The Bread and Puppet 
Theater 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER (617-566 
5715), 86 Monmouth St., Brookline. Mon.-Fri 
9 am.-4:30 p.m. Through Dec. 22: Crafts 
Showcase 

KANTAR FINE ARTS (617-332-7495), 382 
Kenrick St., Newton. Tues.-Thurs., 11 a.m 
3 p.m. Through Dec. 14: works by Elliott Offn- 
er 

NEW ART CENTER IN NEWTON (617-964 
3424), 61 Washington Park, Newtonville 
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 15: “Icons and Altars 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-796-1360 
330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m 
9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 30: “Yuanan Cheng: Disap- 
peared City: Hutong Impressions 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 

SOUTH SHORE ART CENTER (781-383 
2787), 119 Ripley Rd., Cohasset. Mon.-Sat 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through 
Dec. 31: White, Black & Shades of Gray: Na 
tional Juried Exhibition 


SUBURBS: NORTH 
BRUSH ART GALLERY (978-459-7819), 256 
Market St., Lowell. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 

Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Jan. 5: “Postindus- 
trial ll: A Tribute to Lowell and Worcester’s In 
dustrial Past 

CHURCHILL GALLERY (978-462-9891), 6 
Inn St., Newburyport. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m 

6 p.m.; Sun., 12:30-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
Holiday Gift Show 

ERLICH GALLERY 
ngto St 
10:3 a.m.-5:30 pr Sun 


781-631-1202 





Marblehead u 
noon-5 p.1 


e and Still Life 


ESSEX ART CENTER (508-685-2343), 56 Is 


Through Jan. 30 














nd St, Lawrence. Tues.-Thurs., 10 an 
f 1 v7 on sat. 10 am 
p.m. Through Jan. 10: “The Midlife Eye 
GALANT GALLERY (978-745-1001), 197 
Derby St., Salem. Cali for hours. Ongoing 
Aary Roge . Jo V e 
GALLERY OF MODERN ART (781-631 
3204), 154 Washington St., Marblehead 
Thurs., 1:30-5 p.m., Fri, Sun.-Tues ; 
5 p.m., Sat., noon-6 p.m. Ongoing 
tions: Past, Present and Future,” works by 


Bernd Haussmann and Suzanne Ulrich 
MINGO GALLERY (978-927-5964), 252 
Cabot St., Beverly. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Jan. 10: “Natalie 
Umanita Bloom: Winter in New England.” Re 
ception Dec. 13, 5-7:30 p.m 

REVOLVING MUSEUM (978-937-2787), 22 
Shattuck St., Lowell. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Jan. 1 
Home-Made: Pioneers & Public Art 


SUBURBS: WEST 

ARLINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Gibbs Gallery (781-648-6220), 41 Foster St 
Arlington. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Jan. 3: “inch x Inch.” 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (508- 
647-0097), 31 Main St., Natick. Mon.-Sat 
noon-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-2 p.m. Through Dec 
30: “Digital Reality: Steve Gildea." 

CLARK GALLERY (781-259-8303) 

Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoln Rd., Lincoln 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 24 
Salon Show 

DEPOT SQUARE GALLERY (781-863-1597 
1837 Mass. Ave., Lexington. Tues.-Sat 
30 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through 


Holiday Group Show 


Mall at 


10 a.m.-5 


Jan. 5 


CAPE COD 
FINE ARTS WORK CENTER (508-487-9960 
24 Pearl St.. Provincetown. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m 





DECEMBER 13 


5 p.m. Through Jan. 1: “2002 Visual Arts Fe 
lows Show 

OTISREIN GALLERY 
Main St., ipswich. Thurs.-Mon 
Through Dec. 31: “Holiday Show 
PROVINCETOWN ART ASSOCIATION AND 
MUSEUM (508-487-1750), 460 Commercial 


St.. Provincetown. Daily, noon-5 p.m.. Fr 


978-356-6088 ~ 


10a.m.-5 pr 


Sat., noon-10 p.m. Suggested donation $5, $ 
for seniors. Through Jan. 1 
Fellows.” Through Jan 
Through Feb. 23: “Portraits 
ROBYN WATSON GALLERY (508-487-3511 
432 Commercial St., Provincetown. Daily 
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Ongoing 
Shoulders of Giants: Artists from the Oute 
Cape's Past 


MUSEUMS _ 


ARMENIAN LIBRARY AND MUSEUM OF 


2002 Visual Arts 


Small Works 


Standing On the 


AMERICA (617-926-2562), 65 Main St. Wa 
tertown. Admission $2, free for children. Fr 
Sun., Tues., 1-5 p.m.; Tues 9 p.m. Ong 
ing: “The Armenian Genocide: In Memoriar 


The Metal Art of Anatoli Avetia Armenian 


Contemporary Art”: “Forgotten Heroes: The A 
menian Legion and the Great War 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM (781-934-6634 
189 Aiden St 1-4 p.m 
Free. Permanent collection features Shaker 
f prints 
Japanese art. Through Jan. 12 


Duxbury. Wed.-Sun 
urniture American paintings, and 
Gadgets, Giz 
Inner Eye: Pinhole 
Photographs by Jesseca Ferguson”; “Rota 
tions: Complex Tools and Inventions 

BOSTON BEER MUSEUM AND VISITORS 
CENTER (617-522-9080), 30 Germania St 
Jamaica Plain. Tours Thurs.-Fri. at 2 p.m.; Sat 
and 2 p.m. Admission $2. View two 


centunes of beer memorabilia and learn about 


mos and Games”: “The 


at noon, 1 


the brewing process 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617-536-5400 
Copley Sq., Boston. Mon.-Thurs, 9 am 
9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun 
Art and Architecture tours offered Mon 
2:30 p.m.; Tues., Thurs., 6 p.m.; Fri-Sat 
11 a.m.; Sun., 2 p.m 

Deferrari Hail (ext. 2336). Through Dec. 29 
The Missing Generation: Orphans and 
Guardians in Afnca 

McKim Orientation Rm. (ext. 2217 
Through Jan. 10: “Bilbao: Transformation of a 
City 
CAPE COD MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTO- 
RY (800-896-3867), 869 Rie. 6A, Brewster 
Mon.-Sat., 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sun 
4:30 p.m. Admission $5, $2 for children. The 
Museum runs programs, walks, classes, and 
field schools on its three nature trails through 
woodlands, salt marsh, unspoiled beach, and 
Cape Cod’s largest herring run. Indoor exhibits 
represent the Cape's native surroundings 
from reptiles and insects to shells, minerals 
and fossils, and include both the Clarence Hay 
Library for natural history information and an 
on-site archaeology lab. Ongoing: “The Cape 
Takes Shape”; “What About Whales? 
CAPE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (508-385 
4477), Cape Playhouse, Rte. 6A, Dennis 
lage. Tues.-Sat., 10 am.-5 p.m; Sur 


i-Som 
5 p.r 


li am 


) p.m. Admission $7: free for ages 16 and 
inder and on Sat. before 1 p.m 
nent collection features works by Ross Moffett 
Arthur Dieh!, William Paxton, Arnold Geissbuh 
ler, Oliver Newberry Chaffee 


The perma 


and Sig Purwin 











CHILDREN’S MUSEUM (617-426-6500), 306 
Congress St., Boston. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.r 
Fri. until 9 p.m. Admission $7, $6 for children 2 
to 15 and seniors, $2 f ne year is. Admis 
sion $1 on Fri. fr to Of Free parent 
hild activities include “ZOOMS halieng 
from 3-5 p.n n Fri. and 2-4 pom.. Sat 
St < e@ sing 1 Da tllia 
Ned. a F Explo id [ Togett 
at n We 7 “N Bala 
mb } irrent if: 
AiRplay: The Wond 8 the Inf 
able A J 0Id Afioat,” fea 
te }an 3 ja ha ank: “Artt 
\ ct and tings fr PBS 
serie: Japanese House,” a two-story f 
fror Ky ( Bu les 4 +] f truct 
Zone i kid-sized indoor Big Dig-inspired 
nstruction site. Through June 1: “Alice's 


Wonderland 
COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM (61 
9268), 220 Morrissey Bivd., Columbia Point 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat 
3 p.m. Free admission. Ongoing: “Archaeology 
of the Central Artery: Highway to the Past 
‘Through the Eyes of Baystaters: Massachu 
sett’s Experience in the Civil War 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (617-781-259 
8355), 51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln. Tues 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $4 for stu 
dents, seniors, and children. Ongoing: “Cindy 
Sedimeyer: This is Not a Cloud.” Through May 
11: “Rona Pondnick New Work.” Through 
Jan.: “Necee Regis: Flight Patterns.” Through 
Feb. 23: “Painting in Boston: 1950-2000 
“Looking at Ground Zero: Photographs by 
Kevin Bubriski"; “The Ambient Electron: Ab- 
stract Video Art.” 

— The 35-acre Sculpture Park is open daily 
8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Recent additions include 
David Berry's “Sphere IV." 

DREAMS OF FREEDOM (617-338-6022) 
One Milk St., Boston. Tues.-Sun 


5 p.m. Admission $7.50, $6.50 for students 


9am 


10 a 


and seniors. $3.50 for youth 6-18. Multi-media 
exhibition sub-titled “A Virtual Passport 
Through Time,” featuring “Hub of the Uni 
yages,” “Passing Through Cu 
rd The r Exper r 
Jan. 12 s East and 
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ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PICTURE BOOK 


ART (413-658-1104 25 West Bay Rd 
Amherst. Tues.-Sat.. 10 am.-4 pw U 

noon-4 p.m. Feature icture book art from 
around the world. Through Jan. 12: “Maurice 


Sendak: inside Out.” Through Feb.: “The Birtt 
f a Book: Robert Ingpen.” Through March 23 
The Colorful World of Eric Carle 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM (978-345-4207 

Merriam Pkwy., Fitchburg. Tues.-Fr 

4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5 

$3 for seniors, free for students and children 

Through Dec. 29: “A Nation Mourns & Artists 

Respond.” Through Jan. 12: “Adams and 
Porter: On the Road”; “Faces & Places: Works 


from the Permanent Collection 


noon 


Concerts are free with museum admissior 
Dec. 15, at 1 p.m., Museum Partnershir 
School Chorus. At 2:15 p.m., Greater Gardner 
Youth Choir and Community Choi 
FRANKLIN PARK ZOO (617-541-LION 
Franklin Park Rd., Boston. Daily, 10 am 

p.m. Admission $9.50, $8 for seniors, $5 for 


ages 2-15, plus $1 for admission to Butterfly 
Landing. Home | ver 150 species of mostly 
endangered threatened animals including 

w leopards, “Giraffe Savannah’; “Kalahar 
Kingda Butterfly Landing”; “Tropical For 
est Australian Outback Trail”: and “Bona 





Congo’ featuring bongo antelope, zebras, os 
trich, ibex, auodad sheep and vultures 
FULLER MUSEUM OF ART (508-588-6000) 
455 Oak St., Brockton. Tues.-Sun., noon 
5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for seniors and stu 
Jents, free for children under 18. Permanent 
collection features over 4,000 pieces of 19th 
and 20th century American art and crafts 
GIBSON HOUSE MUSEUM (617-267-6338) 
137 Beacon St., Boston. Built in 1859 and pre 
served as a legacy of the Victorian era, the 
Museum is open for tours Sat.-Sun at 1, 2, and 
3p.m 

HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE (617-227 
3956), 141 Cambridge St., Boston. Wed.-Sun 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for seniors 
$2.50 for children. Designed by Charles 
Bulfinch in 1796 and restored in the 1970's 
the grand mansion provides insight into the so- 
cial, business, and family life of the American 
elite in the New Republic. Guided Tours of the 
house are Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on the 
hour (all visitation is guided) 

HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES (978-744 
0991), 54 Turner St., Salem. Mon.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission 
$8, $7 for seniors, $6 for ages 6-17 
20es 5 and under. The House of the Seven 
inspiration for Nathanie 
Hawthorne's novel, is the oldest 17th-century 
mansion remaining in New England. Furnish 
ings include furniture and artifacts spanning 
three centuries, including Hawthorne memora- 
bilia. The grounds also contain Hawthorne's 
birthplace, a 19th-century counting house, pe- 
riod gardens, and a visitor center with interac 
tive video, orientation programs, and garden 
cafe. Currently on view: “Digging Up the Past 
330 Years of Salem's History at the House of 


free for 


Gables, the 


Images of the Seven 
Prints, and Photographs of 
Salem's Most Illuminated Home 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART (61 
266-5152), 955 Boylston St., Boston. Wed 
Fri, noon-5 p.m.; Thurs., noon-9 p.m.; Sat 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7, $5 for sen 
rs and students, free for children under 
free after 5 p.m. on Thurs. Established in 1936 
dilecting contemporary art ir 
stitution in the U.S. Through Dec. 31: “Alice 
Swinden Carter: ICA Artist Prize”; “Chen Zhen 
nner Body Landscapes 


ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM 


the Seven Gables 


Gables: Paintings 


as the first non-c 














617-566-1401). 280 The Fenw Bostor 
Tie Su 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10 ($11 
Sat-Sun) $7 f eniors. $5 tud 
h ID. free f IQ¢ ~ nder. The muse 

tyle of a 15th-century Venet 
ala e than 2500 art of 
e n it R —uSSAaNCceE 
tr tury [ rks. Among the | 
yht “ Re “7 B 
Ra } Titia and stile juided 
} Fridays at 2:3 Througt 
Episodes: Bus Park & Foreverr N 


JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND MUSE- 
UM (617-929-4500), Morrissey Bivd., ( 
bia Point, Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m 


students and seniors, $4 for 


UOl 


Admis 





12 and under. Ext 

bitions portraying the life, leadership, and lega 
cy of President Kennedy through memorabilia 
video presentations, and settings. Ongoing 
Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy 

Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy: First Lady 

John Glenn and the Space Race”; “The 
Cuban Missile Crisis"; “The Nixon v. Kennedy 
Presidential Race"; “The Struggle for Civil 
Rights”; “Mrs. Kennedy's Tour of the White 
House”; “The Kennedy Family;" “Jacqueline 
Kennedy Travels Abroad.” Through May 15 
‘On the Brink: John F. Kennedy and the Cuban 
Missile Crisis 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE (617-566-7937), 83 Beals St 

Brookline. Wed.-Sun., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Ad 
mission $3, free for ages 16 and under. Presi- 
dent Kennedy (born in 1917) and his family 
lived in this restored nine-room house until 
1927. It was the first home shared by the pres 


for ages 
e for ages 


dent's father and mother, Joseph P. and Rose 
F itzgerald Kennedy 


and political beginnings of one of the w 1S 


and re-creates the socia 
most prominent 
LONGFELLOW NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

105 Brattle St.. Cambridas 


Ned.-Sun., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission $3 


Continued on page 18 
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Continued from page 17 
free for 15 and younger. Built in 1759, this Geor 
gian mansion is where George Washington 
planned the siege on Boston during the Revolu- 
tionary War and later served as home to poet 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Ranger-quided 
tours throughout the day 
LONGYEAR MUSEUM (800-277-8943), 1125 
Boylston St. Rte. 9, Brookline. Mon., Wed.-Sat 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free admission 
Museum exhibits explore the life of Christian Sci 
ence founder Mary Baker Eddy through artifacts 
manuscripts, books, and the biographical history 
of early workers in the Christian Science Church 
circa 1910. Located on 8 acres including flower 
gardens, a fountain and statues. Now 
open: “Mary Baker Eddy: A Spiritual Journey 
LORING-GREENOUGH HOUSE (617-524 
3158), 12 South St., Jamaica Plain. Open for 
tours Tues., Sat., 10 a.m.-noon. Donation $3. A 
pre-Revolutionary house on the National Regis 
ter of Historic Places decorated in period fur 
nishings, costumes, and objets d'art 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF CONTEM- 
PORARY ART (413-664-4481), 87 Marshall St 
North Adams. Daily, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission 
$7, $5 for seniors and students. $2 for ages 6- 
16; free for ages 5 and under. Ongoing: “J. Otto 
Year's Supply of Turtle Wax"; “Joseph Beuys 
Lightning with Stag in Its Glare”; “Sound Art at 
MASS MoCA 
MUSEUM OF AFRO AMERICAN HISTORY 
(617-742-1854), 46 Joy St., Boston. Mon.-Sat 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free admission. Collection. in- 
cludes documents, artifacts, and art works per- 
taining to the African American experience in 
New England. Includes the African Meeting 
House, the oldest standing black church in 
America; and the Abeil Smith School, Boston's 
first public school for Black children and an early 
home of the Abolitionist movement 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267-9300), 465 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Sat.-Tues., 10 a.m.- 
4:45 p.m., Wed.-Fri., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m. West 
Wing only open Thurs.-Fri. after 5 p.m. Admission 
$15, $13 for seniors and students, free for ages 
17 and under during non-school hours. Voluntary 
contribution after 4 p.m. on Wed. Mon.-Fri.: intro- 
ductory walks through all collections begin at 
10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.; “European Paintings and 
Decorative Arts Walks” begin at 11:30 a.m 
American Painting and Decorative Arts Walks 
begin at 12:30 p.m.; “Art of the Ancient World 
(Classical and Egyptian) Walks” begin at 1 p.m 
Art of Asia Walks” begin at 2 p.m.; introductory 
walk is also offered Wed. at 6:15 p.m., Sat. at 
10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., and Sun. at 1:30 p.m 
Permanent Gallery Installations: “Late Gothic 
featuring a restored 15th-century 
stained glass window from Hampton Court 
14th- and 15th-century stone, alabaster, and 
polychrome wood sculptures from France and 
the Netherlands; “Mummy Mask Gallery,” a 
newly renovated Egyptian gallery, features prim- 
tive masks dating from as far back as 2500 
B.C pean Decorative Arts fron 
the Present John Singer 
MFA and Boston Public Library Murals 
Exhibitions: Ongoing: “Eartt 
s from the MFA": “Conten 


Tr 


poot 


Gallery 





1950 t 


Sargent: Studies for 





e Alan and § 


Hartman Collection of Enalish Silver 1680-1760 


The Huguenot Le 
The Art of Afric 





rericas”: “New Eayptiar 
nth 


Near East 





Traditions: Art 


ith the Builde 


nedon”: “Americ 
ple”: “Face to Face * 
Pyramid.” Through Jan. 5: “Sargent’s Seve 
Sisters.” Through Jan. 12: works by Adam Fuss 
Through Feb. 23: “Lens Landscape.” Through 
Spring, 2003: “RSVP: Sarah Sze.” Through 
March 30 n the Edge: The Daphne 
Farago Fiber Art Collection 15-April 13. 
Impressions of Light: The French Landscape 
from Corot to Monet 

Gallery lectures are free with museum admis- 
sion. Sat.: at noon, “Eyes as Windows to the 
Soul: Portraiture in 16th Century Italy” presented 
by Giovanna De Appolonia. Wed.: at 6 p.m 
Clear Vision: The Transformation of the Ameri- 
can Landscape” presented by Stephanie Mayer 
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE (617-723-2500), Sci- 
ence Park, Boston. Sat.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-7 p.m 
Fri., 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Admission $12, $10 for sen- 
iors, $9 for ages 3-11. The Museum features the 
Theater of Electricity (with indoor thunder-and- 
lightning shows daily at noon and 2 p.m. and on 
Fri, at 7 p.m.) and more than 600 hands-on ex- 
hibits. Ongoing: “A Bird's World”, “Dinosaurs 
Modeling the Mesozoic”; “Current Science & 
Technology Center’; “Journey into Amazing 
Caves”, “Natural Mysteries”; “Cahners Comput- 
erPlace”; “The Virtual Fish Tank’; “The Light 
House: Beaming, Bouncing, and Bending Light’ 
Messages”; “Science in the Park: Playing with 
Forces and Motion”; “Human Body Connection 
The Computing Revolution.” Through Jan 4 
Cosmic Questions.” Through March 30: “The 
Quest for Immortality: Treasures of Ancient 
Egypt 

Admission to Omni, laser, and planetarium 
shows is $8, $6 for ages 3-11 and seniors. Now 
screening: “Skyfire: Wonders of the Atmos- 
phere” Planetarium show. “Laser Ozzfest As- 
sault,” Thurs.-Sat., 915 p.m. “Laser Rush 
Thurs., Sun., 8 p.m. “Space Odyssey,” Fri-Sun 
5:30 p.m. “Laser Led Zeppelin,” Fri.-Sat., 8 p.m 
Laser Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon,” Fri.-Sat 
10:30 p.m. “Laser Electrolyte.” Sun., 9:15 p.m 
Ongoing: “Friday Night Stargazing,” Fri 
8:30 p.m.; “Welcome to the Universe,” daily 














Threads 


Dec 


MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION (617-522- 


6547), Larz Anderson Park, 15 Newton St 
Brookline. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$5, $3 for seniors, students, and ages 6-16. Ex- 
hibits focus on the automobile and its role in 
American society. Ongoing: “New England 
Paves the Way.” Through Sept., 2003: “New 


England Paves the Way 


NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKETBALL HALL 
OF FAME (413-781-6500), 1150 West Colum 
bus Ave., Springfield. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $10, $6 for youth 7 to 14, children free 
A 48,000 square foot, three-level museum high 
lighting all levels of the game, featuring a virtual 
reality game, interactive video monitors, a movie 
theater, hoop shoot-out, and historic memorabil- 
ia. Ongoing: “Freedom To Play: The Life & 
Times of Basketballs African-American Pio- 
neers 

NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO-AMERICAN 
ARTISTS (617-442-8614), 300 Walnut Ave 

Roxbury. Tues.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $4, $3 
for students and seniors. Ongoing: “Aspelta: A 
Nubian King's Burial Chamber 

NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM (781-861 

6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lexington. Mon.-Sat 

10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Free admis 
sion. Ongoing: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an introduc 

tion to Colonial Lexington exploring the town's 
connection to the Revolutionary War; “Made in 
Massachusetts;” “To Build and Sustain: Freema 
sons in American Community.” Through Jan. 5 

Lions & Eagles & Bulls: Early American Tavern 
& Inn Signs from the Connecticut Historical So- 
ciety.” Through Jan. 19: “Kings, Queens and 
Statesmen: Autographs from the G. Edward E! 
well, Jr, Collection.” Through Feb. 23: “Enter- 
prising Women: 250 Years of American Busi- 
ness 
NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM (617-973-5200) 
Central Wharf, Boston. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $13.50 
$11.50 for seniors, $7.50 for ages 3-11, free for 
children under 3. More than 70 exhibits featuring 
aquatic animals from Boston Harbor to the Ama- 
zon River. Includes the 200,000-gallon giant 
ocean tank, with sharks, moray eels, 600 pound 
sea turtles, and hundreds of other Caribbean 
creatures. Pick up a hermit crab or watch vets 
care for animals in the Aquarium Medical Cen- 
ter. 

- Now open: “Living Links: Choices for Sur- 
vival” with baby sea turtles, poison arrow frogs. 
and rare tropical fish that shows how peopie af 
fect aquatic life both positively and negatively 
around the world 
NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM (413-298- 
4100), Rte. 143, Stockbridge. Daily, 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $10, free for ages 18 and 
under when accompanied by an adult. The Mu- 
seum houses Rockwell's studio, and the world’s 
largest collection of his paintings. Ongoing: “My 
Adventures as an lilustrator.” Through March 2 
Inside Story: The Magazine Illustration of Nor 
man Rockwell.” Through Jan. 30: “Norman 
Rockwell's Art for the Book: Willie was Differ 
ent.” Through Jan 26: “Dancing by the Light ef 
the Moon: The Art of Fred Marcelino 
OLD NORTH CHURCH (617-523-6676), 193 
Salem St., Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Tickets 
$8, $5 for ages 15 and under. Built in 1723 
Boston's oldest church continues as an active 
Episcopal Church with services every Sunday 
OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE (617-482 
6439), 310 Washington St.. Boston. Daily 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for students 
ors, $1 for children. A museum and h 


1729 as a Puritan house of wor 


and sé 





toric site built in 


e@ Meeting House served as the location 








2etings of Colonial revolutionaries leading 
up to the war for independence Ong Ing: “VOK 
es of Protest’; “Behind the Scaffolding’: “If 
These Walls Could Speak 
OLD STATE HOUSE (617-720-3290), 206 
Washinaton St., Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad 
mission $5, $4 f idents and seniors, $1 for 





ages 6-18. Ongoing exhibits detail the history of 
Boston during the Revolution, the history of fire 
fighting, the John Hancock family, inns and tav- 
erns, and the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court. Also administers a Boston reference |i 
brary and photographic resource center at 15 
State St. Now open: “Where in the World Does 
Boston Come From?” Ongoing: “A History of 
Boston through Fire”; “The Boston Massacre: A 
Sound and Light Show 
ORCHARD HOUSE/HOME OF THE ALCOTTS 
(978-369-4118), 399 Lexington Rd.. Concord 
Mon.-Fri, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-4:30 p.m. Admission $6, $5 
for students and seniors, $4 for ages 6-17, free 
for ages 5 and under. Home of the Alcotts and 
the site where Louisa May Alcott wrote Little 
Women in 1868. Features personal objects and 
furnishings that belonged to the Alcott family, the 
Concord School of Philosophy, and historical 
programs and exhibitions. The museum offers a 
variety of guided “living history” tours 
PAUL REVERE HOUSE (617-523-2338), 19 
North Sq., Boston. Tues.-Sun., 9:30 a.m.- 
5:15 p.m. Admission $2.50, $2 for students and 
seniors, $1 for children. Restored 17th-century 
house owned by Revere during the Revolution- 
ary War. Next door is the Pierce/Hichborn 
House, a Georgian brick building built circa 
1711 
PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978-745-9500) 
East India Square, Liberty & Essex Sts., Salem 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Admission $10, $8 for seniors and students, free 
for ages 16 and under. Museum complex on two 
adjacent city blocks features 30 galleries, art 
and architecture from America, Asia, and the 
Pacific, historic house tours, and a research |i- 
brary. Ongoing: “A Work in Progress: The New 
Museum”; “A Folk Art Sampler’; “The Saltonstall 
Family Portraits”; “Three Centuries of Salem Ar- 
chitecture”; “Shorelines”, “The Copeland Collec- 
tion of Chinese Ceramic Figures.” Through Feb 
18: “Bohnchang Koo: Masterworks of Contem- 
porary Korean Photography. 

Liberty Street Building. The museum features 
a collection of marine paintings and drawings 
devoted to porcelains, lacquerware, ivory, furni- 
ture, and silver of the China Trade 

Essex Street Building. Gardens, historic 
houses dating back to 1684, and a research li- 
brary. Museum features silver, glass and ceram- 
iCS, portraits and landscape paintings, and dolls 
and toys. Permanent exhibitions: “Days of Judg- 
an exhibition commemorating the 300th 


ment 


anniversary of the Salem Witch Trials. Guided 
tours of the John Ward House (1684), the Geor- 
gian Crowninshield-Bentley House (1727), and 
the Federal Gardner-Pingree House (1804) 
SOMERVILLE MUSEUM (617-666-9810), 1 
Westwood Rd., Somerville. Thurs., 2-7 p.m 
Fri., 2-5 p.m.; Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 4 
“See with Your Eyes, Not with Your Hands (Part 
Il) 

SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND (978- 
452-6775), 25 Shattuck St., Lowell. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $3 
$2 for seniors and ages 6-17, free for ages 6 
and under. A showcase for New England sports 
history through interactive exhibits, computers 
videos, mini-theatres, and memorabilia. Current 
ly on view: “Harry Agganis: Athiete, Scholar 
Gentleman”; “Candlepin Bowling”; “A Salute to 
the 50th Anniversary of the Boston Braves 
Ted Williams Tribute”; “Women in Sports”; “The 
Greater Lowell and Merrimack Valley Sports 
Tradition”; baseball photographs by Bill Chap- 
man 

SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND AT 
THE FLEETCENTER (617-624-1234), Cause- 
way St, Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for seniors 
and ages 6-17, free for ages 6 and under. A 
showcase for Boston sports history with exhibits 
dedicated to the Celtics, Bruins, Boston Garden 
and the FleetCenter. Currently on view: “Ted 
Williams: An American Hero 

STERLING AND FRANCINE CLARK ART IN- 
STITUTE (413-458-2303), 225 South St 
Williamstown. Museum's collection centers on 
French Impressionist paintings, including over 
30 by Renoir, plus American works by Homer 
Sargent, Cassatt, and Remington, as well as ex- 
tensive collections of prints, drawings, silver 
and sculpture. Open daily., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $10, free for 18 and under. Through 
April 27: “Tadao Ando: Architect.” 

STONE PARK ZOO (781-438-5100), 149 Pond 
St., Stoneham. Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.- 
Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $6, $5 for sen- 
iors, $4 for children. Home to over nine animal 


exhibits including a herd of bison, a colony of | 


flamingoes, and spider monkeys. Ongoing 
Snowy Owl Creek”; “Touchable Barnyard.” 

USS CONSTITUTION MUSEUM (617-426- 
1812), Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston. Daily 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free admission. Ongoing 
Around the World in Old /ronsides,” chronicling 
the Constitution's diplomatic mission, and “A 
Look Below the Waterline: Preserving Old lron- 
sides” which explores past and current restora- 
tions of the boat. Ongoing: “Old /ronsides in War 
and Peace”; “Strengthening Oid lronsides 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM (508-799-4406) 
55 Salisbury St., Worcester. Wed., Fri., Sun 
11 am.-5 p.m. Thurs., 11 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $8, $6 for seniors and 
students, free for ages 17 and under. Admission 
free on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. The museurr 
includes an extensive collection of Asian art in 
Indian, and Islamic gal 


ceramics from the 5th and 6th 
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BLACK AND WHITE, INC (61 2641), 295 
Huntington Ave 205, Boston. Call for 
hours. Through Dec. 30: “Eva Hidvegi Demjen 
Without a Lens 
,BOSTON UNIVERSITY Tues.-Sun., noon 
5 p.m.; Thurs., noon-8 p.m. Tickets $3; $2 for 
students and seniors 
Boston University Art Gallery (617-353- 

3329), 855 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri.. 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Jan. 26 
American Perspectives: Photographs from the 
Polaroid Collection 

CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS CEN- 
TER (617-577-1400), 41 Second St, Cam- 
bridge. Mon.-Fri., 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 
Dec. 20: “Keeping Jazz Alive 

DECORDOVA MUSEUM (617-781-259-8355) 
51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln. Tues.-Sun 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $4 for seniors, stu- 
dents, and children. Through Feb. 23: “Looking 
at Ground Zero: Photographs by Kevin Bubris- 
ki 

ECLIPSE GALLERY (617-247-6730), 164 
Newbury St. second fl., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Pura Vida Pure 
Life: Leah Kennedy: Hand Colored Photogra- 
phy 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM (978-345-4207) 
185 Elm St., Fitchburg. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 
for seniors, free for students and children 
Through Jan. 12: “Adams and O'Keeffe On the 
Road: Rare and Previously Unseen Proofs 
Eliot Porter: Landscapes East and West” 
Faces and Places: Selections from the Perma- 
nent Collection 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY GALLERY 
(617-423-4299), 300 Summer St., Boston 
Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sat., noon-5 p.m 
Dec. 13-Jan. 26: “Ralph Mercer and Daniel Mc- 
Manus: Images of Death Valley.” Reception 
Dec. 13, 6-8 p.m 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RADCLIFFE 
COLLEGE, Cambridge 

— Busch-Reisinger Museum (617-495-9400) 
32 Quincy St. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$6.50, $5 for seniors and students, free for 
those under 18. Free admission Sat., 10 a.m.- 
noon. Tours Tues.-Fri. at 2 p.m. Features Cen- 
tral and Northern European art, including late 
medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque sculpture 
16th-century painting, and 18th-century porce- 
lain. Features a collection of 20th-century Ger- 
man works. Through Feb. 23: “Wolfgang Till- 
mans: still life 


Suite 








| Moody St., Waltham. Mon.-Fri 


— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts (617- 
495-3251), 24 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 9 am.- 
11:30 p.m.; Sun., noon-11:30 p.m. Through Dec 
19: “VES Student Show and Sale.” Through Jan 
19: “Duo: Oliver Jackson/Marty Ehrlich 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECH- 
NOLOGY, Cambridge 

MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 Mass. 
Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Admission $5, $2 for seniors, students 
and youth 5-18. Ongoing: “Flashes of Inspira- 
tion: The Work of Doc Edgerton 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267-9300), 465 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Sat.-Tues., 10 a.m 
4:45 p.m., Wed.-Fri., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m. Admis- 
sion $15, $13 for seniors, students, free for ages 
17 and under during non-school hours. Volun- 
tary contribution after 4 p.m. on Wed. Through 
Feb. 23: “Lens Landscape” with photographs by 
Ansel Adams, Paul Strand, Edward Weston 
Burk Uzzle, Hirosht Sugimoto and others 
Through Feb. 2: “The Photography of Charles 
Sheeler: American Modernist.” 
NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF PHOTOGRA- 
PHY Gallery One (617-437-1868), 537 Comm 
Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Jan. 30: “Workshop Exhibition.” Reception Dec 
12, 7-9 p.m 
NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-552-7145) 
330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.- 
9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Kate 
Hudec: Shared Code: Zone Plate Pinholes.’ 
PANOPTICON GALLERY (781-647-0100), 435 
10 a.m.-6 p.m 
Dec. 12-Feb. 15: photographs by Nubar Alexan- 
ian. Reception Dec. 12, 6-8 p.m 
PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY 
AND ETHNOLOGY (617-496-1027), 11 Divinity 
Ave., Cambridge. Please call for hours. Through 


March: “Charles Fletcher Lummis: Southwest- | 


ern Portraits, 1888-1896 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CENTER AT 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353-0700), 602 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Tues.-Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Thurs., noon-8 p.m. Tickets $3; $2 for students 
and seniors. Through Jan. 26: “American Per- 
spectives: Photographs from the Polaroid Col- 
lection.” Through Jan. 12: “Two Views: Lynne 
Weinstein and Evie Lovett.’ 

1369 COFFEEHOUSE INMAN SQUARE (617- 
576-1369), 1369 Cambridge St. Cambridge 
Cail for hours. Through Dec. 31: “Photographic 
Sculpture by David Stickney 

WEST ROXBURY BRANCH LIBRARY (617- 
325-3147), 1961 Centre St., West Roxbury 
Mon., Thurs., noon-8 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
Peter Bates: Signs of Light, Signs of Life 


schools & 
universities  _ 


ADDISON GALLERY AT PHILLIPS ACADEMY 
978-749-4015), Rte. 28 & Chapel Ave., An 
Tues.-Sat Sun., 1-5 p.m 


dover 10 a.m.-5 p.m 


Permanent collection includes works by 
Winslow Homer, Maud Morgan, Allan Crite, and 


Justin Kirchoff. Through Dec. 22: “John O'Reilly 


Assemblies of Magic.” Through Dec. 29: “Fig 
ire/Space: Selected Works from the Addisor 
Through Jan. 5: “Trisha Brown: Dance and Art in 
Dialogue, 1961-2001 


AMHERST COLLEGE Mead Art Museum (413- 
542-2335), Rtes. 9 & 11€ Sun 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Thurs., 10 a.m.-9 p.m. The 
Dickinson Homestead 
of the poet Emily Dickinson for over 40 years, is 
open for guided tours from March through mid- 
December. Through Dec. 18: “Assembly/Line 
Works by 20th Century Sculptors 
ART INSTITUTE OF BOSTON AT LESLEY 
UNIVERSITY (617-585-6676), 700 Beacon St 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 15: “WordSpace: Experi- 
ments in Visual Language 
BOSTON COLLEGE McMullen Museum (617- 
552-8100), Chestnut Hill. Mon.-Fri, 11 a.m.- 
3 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Closed holidays 
Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. Library (617-552- 
4470), Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Ongoing: '’Tip 
O'Neill Memorial Exhibit 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353-3349) 
—Commonwealth Avenue Gallery (617-358- 
0922), 808 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Feb. 2: “Hugh O'Don- 
nell: Paintings and Drawings, 1992-2002 
—Dept. of Special Collections (617-353-3696) 
771 Comm. Ave. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through May: “The Fairbanks Legacy: The 
Archives of Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.” 
— Mugar Memorial Library (617-353-3736), 771 
Comm. Ave. Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m.-midnight; Fri.- 
Sat., 8 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun., 10 a.m.-midnight 
Through Dec. 2003: “Loren and Frances Roth- 
schild: William Somerset Maugham Collection 
Sherman Gallery (617-358-0295), 775 
Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.- 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Feb. 7: “Flowers for a 
Revolution: Paintings of Alfredo Gisholt.’ 
EMERSON COLLEGE (617-824-8540), Little 
Bidg., 80 Boylston St., Boston. Call for hours 
Through Fall, 2002: “Highlights from the Henry 
Winkler Collection 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RADCLIFFE 
COLLEGE, Cambridge 
— Amold Arboretum of Harvard University (617- 
524-1718), 125 Arborway, Jamaica Plain. Call 
for hours. More than 6500 species of plants in a 
265-acre botanical garden designed by Freder- 
ick Law Olmsted 
— Busch-Reisinger Museum (617-495-9400) 
32 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun 
1-5 p.m. Admission $6.50, $5 for students and 
seniors, free for ages 18 and under. Free on Sat 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Tours Tues.-Fri. at 2 p.m 
Features Central and Northem European art, in- 
cluding late medieval, Renaissance, and 
Baroque sculpture, 16th-century painting, and 
18th-century porcelain. Features a collection of 
20th-century German works 
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— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts (617- 
495-3251), 24 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.- 
11:30 p.m.; Sun., noon-11:30 p.m. Through Jan 
19: “Oliver Jackson 
— David Rockefeller Center for Latin American 
Studies (617-495-9702), 61 Kirkland St., Cam- 
bridge. Call for hours. Through Jan. 15: “Fram- 
ing Cuba 
— Fogg Art Museum (617-495-9400), 32 Quincy 
St. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $6.50, $5 for students and seniors, free 
for ages 18 and under. Free admission on Sat 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Tours Tues.-Fri. at 11 a.m 
The decorative arts gallery includes 17th- and 
18th-century British and American silver, furni- 
ture, and porcelain. The Maurice Wertheim Col- 
lection features Impressionist and Post-impres- 
sionist works. Through Feb. 16: “Lois Orwell 
David Smith, and Modem Art.” Through March 
9: “Prints from the Serenissima: Connoisseur- 
ship and the Graphic Arts in 18th Century 
Venice Gallery lectures are free with muse- 
um admission. Dec. 14 at 11:30 a.m., “Lois Or 
swell, David Smith, and Modern Art,” presented 
by Marjorie B. Cohn. At 2 p.m., “Francesco Tre- 
visani: Painting in Rome circa 1700,” presented 
by Morgan Currie.” 
— Gutman Library (617-495-4225), 6 Appian 
Way. Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-11 p.m.; Fri-Sat 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-9 p.m. Through Dec 
14: “Anya Verencmikova: Internal Lanscape 
Reflection on Russia”; works by Alicja Lesniews- 
ka-Laase 
— Harvard Design School (617-495-4784), 48 
Quincy St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.- 
8 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through Nov. 10 
‘Six Crates of Architecture: Projects by Atelier 
Feichang Jianzhu. Through Jan. 12: “Borneo 
Sporenburg: West 8 Urban Design & Landscape 
Architecture.” 
— Houghton Library (617-495-2509), Harvard 
Yard near Mass. Ave. and Quincy St. Mon.-Fri 
9 am.-5 p.m. Sat, 9 am.-1 p.m. Through 
March 15: “Borges: The Time Machine"; “Jorge 
Luis Borges at Houghton Library 
— Harvard University Museum of Natural Histo- 
ty (617-495-3045), 26 Oxford St. Daily, 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $6.50, $5 for students and 
seniors, $4 for ages 3-18, free for ages 2 and 
under. Free on Sun. from 9 a.m. to noon. The 
“Ware Collection of Glass Models and Plants 
includes more than 3,000 glass flowers. The 
Mineralogical and Geological Museums feature 
mineral and ore collections, with displays of 
gems and meteorites. The Museum of Compar- 
ative Zoology covers species from the earliest 
fossil invertebrates and reptiles to fish and rep- 
tiles alive today. Exhibitions also include whale 
skeletons, the largest turtle shell ever found, the 
Harvard mastodon, and a 42-foot-long Kro- 
nosaurus, the only complete and mounted 
model of the sea reptile in the country. Extend- 
ed: “Romancing the Stone: The Many Facets of 
Tourmalines.” Ongoing exhibits include “Model- 
ing Nature,” an exhibit on glass and its use as 
ant artistic and scientific medium; “Birthstones 
2 “Great Mammal” hall; and the Romer Hall of 
Vertebrate Paleontology. Through Sept. 3 
Hatching the Past: Dinosaur Eggs, Nests and 
Young 
Peabody Museum 
nology (617-496-1 
na: “Hall of the Nor 
and Continuity”, “P. 


of Archaeology and Eth 
11 Divinity Ave. Ongo- 
hh American Indian: Change 







fic Islands Art and Arti- 








facts”: “Charles Fle r Lummis: Southwester 
Portraits: 1888-1896." Thr Jan. 31: “Em- 
bedded Nature: Tapa Clot the Pacific | 





Through March: “Charles Fletcher Lum 
mis western Portraits, 1888-1896 
Through Feb. 1: “Distinguished Casts: Curating 
Lost Monuments at the Peabody Museum 
Tozzer Library, 21 Divinity Ave. Ongoing 
The Raven and the Loon: Inuit Prints and 
Sculptures from the Chauncey C. Nash Collec- 
tion 
— Radcliffe Ceramics Studio (617-354-8705) 
219 Western Ave., Alliston. Thurs., 3-8 p.m.; Fri 
Sun., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Dec. 12-15: “Holiday Show 
& Sale 
— Arthur M. Sackler Museum (617-495-9400) 
485 Broadway. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun 
1-5 p.m. Admission $6.50, $5 for seniors and 
students, free for ages 18 and under. Free ad- 
mission on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Docent 
tours Tues.-Fri. at noon. The second and fourth 
floors feature a permanent collection of works 
from Oriental, Islamic, Roman, and other an- 
cient cultures. Also features selections from the 
Stuart Cary Welch collection of Islamic and 
Later Indian Art. Through Dec. 15: “The Best 
Workmanship, the Finest Materials: Prayer Car- 
pets from the Islamic World.” Through Jan. 5 
Plum, Orchid, Chrysanthemum, and Bamboo: 
Botanical Motifs and Symbols in East Asian 
Painting.” Through April 27: “Byzantine Women 
and Their Worlds.” — Gallery lectures are free 
Dec. 15 at 2 p.m., “Plum, Orchid, Chrysanthe- 
mum, and Bamboo: Botanical Motifs and Sym- 
bols in East Asian Painting,” presented by Anne 
Rose Kitagawa 
— Schlesinger Library (617-495-8647), Rad- 
cliffe Yard, between Brattle and Garden Sts 
Cambridge. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Wed till 
8 p.m. Through Jan. 17: “People and Places 
Paintings, Drawings, and Prints by Suzanne 
Hodes 
— Semitic Museum (617-495-4631), 6 Divinity 
Ave. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m 
Ongoing: “Nuzi and the Hurrians: Fragments 
from a Forgotten Past’; “Ancient Cyprus: The 
Cesnola Collection”; “The Sphinx and the Pyra- 
mids: 100 Years of American Archaeology at 
Giza 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF ART (617- 
232-1555), 621 Huntington Ave., Boston. Mon.- 
Fri., 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-10 p.m 
Student Life Gallery, Kennedy Bidg., 621 
Huntington Ave., 2nd fl. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-8 p.m 
Ongoing: “Under Pressure 
— Patricia Doran Graduate Gallery, 600 Hunt- 
ington Ave., Mon.-Sun., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Dec. 16: “Defiled/Defined: New Work by Jessica 
M. Kaufman and Jenny Brown 


lands 


Soutt 








MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECH- 
NOLOGY, Cambridge 

MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 Mass 
Ave. Tues.-Fri, 10 am.-5 p.m; Sat-Sun 
noon-5 p.m. Admission $3. Ongoing: “Mind and 
Hand: The Making of MIT Scientists and Engi- 
neers”; “Robots and Beyond: Exploring Artificial 
Intelligence at MIT”; “Holography: The Light 
Fantastic’; “Flashes of Inspiration: The Work of 
Doc Edgerton”; “Gestural Engineering: The 
Sculpture of Arthur Ganson”; “Thinkapalooza 
Through May 4: “The Winning Hand: Images 
from t iT Radiation Laboratory Negative 
Collection 

Hart Nautical Galleries (617-253-5492), 55 
Mass Ave. Daily, 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Ongoing: “Ship 
Models: The Evolution of Ship Design”; “Deep 
Frontiers: Ocean Engineering at MIT.” 

Media Test Wall (617-253-4400), Whitaker 
Bidg. No. 56. Open round the clock. Now on 
View: “Spinning,” videos by Spencer Baker 
Marco Brambilla, Rico Gatson, Jeroen Kooij- 
mans, Ursula Scherrer, Michael J. Schumacher 
Hiroshi Ono, Hussein Chalyan, Marcus Tomlin- 
son, Koki Tanaka, Magnus Wallin, and Bruce 
Yonemoto 
~ Strobe Aliey (617-253-4629), 77 Mass. Ave 
Call for hours. Ongoing: “Never Stop Learning 
The Life and Legacy of Harold Edgerton 

Women's Studies Program (617-253-8844) 
Rm. 14E-316, 77 Mass. Ave. Call for hours. On- 
going: “Women at MIT. 

Dean's Gallery (617-253-9455), 50 Memorial 
Dr. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 15 
Carol D. Blackwell: Object Lessons 

Compton Gallery (617-253-4444), 77 Mass 
Ave. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 6: “From 
Page to Stage: A Theatrical Process." 

— List Visual Arts Center (617-253-4680), 20 
Ames St., Cambridge. Daily, noon-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 5: “After the Beginning and Be- 
fore the End”, “Videos by Latvian Artists.” 
MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART GALLERY 
(978-922-8222), 23 Essex St., Beverly. Mon.- 
Thurs., 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Fri, 11 am.-5 p.m 
Sat., noon-4 p.m. Through Dec. 14: “Christo 
and Jeanne-Claude.” Through Dec. 17: works 
by Ronnie Wright 

— Cabot Studio Gallery, 301 Cabot St. Studio 
Mon.-Fri, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Dec. 13: Se- 
nior Thesis Exhibition 

NEWBURY COLLEGE Library (617-730-7070) 
129 Fisher Ave., Brookline. Mon.-Thurs 
9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-9 p.m. Through Dec. 21 
“Process of Design 

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY (617-373- 
2249), Boston 

Ryder Hall Atrium, 147 Forsyth St. Daily 
7 a.m.-11 p.m. Ongoing: “Recent Urban Design 
Work in Boston 
PINE MANOR COLLEGE Hess Gallery (617- 


731-7157), 400 Heath St., Chestnut Hill. Mon 
Thurs., 8:30 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri, 8:30 am 
5 p.m.; Sat., noon-5 p.m.; Sun., 2-10 p.m 


Mercedes Nunez and 
Moving Pages 


Through Jan, 23 
Stephanie Mahan Stigliano 
Journeys Through Book Art 
REGIS COLLEGE, (781-768-8367), 235 
Wellesley St., Weston. Mon.-Fri, 10 ¢ 
4p.m 

Speliman Museum of Stamps & Postal Histo- 
5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 





ry. Thurs.-Sun., noc 





for students and seniors. free for ages 16 and 
inder. Exhibits include rare Lindbergh materia 
from 1927 transatlantic flight, US and Boston 
airmail history, and international airmail includ 


ng the world's first airmail flight in India in 1911 
Carney Gallery. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-4 p.m 
Through Dec. 22: works by Ann Grady 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN Muse- 
um of Art (401-454-6500), 224 Benefit St., Prov- 
dence, Ri. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion $6, $5 for seniors, $3 for students, $2 for 
ages 5-18. Ongoing: “19th-Century Painting 
Sculpture and Decorative Arts”; “Rethinking the 
Romans: New Views of Ancient Sculpture 
Through Dec. 31: “Community Voices: A Cele- 
bration Through Jan. 5: “The Written Word: Me- 
dieval Prints and Manuscripts.” Through Jan. 
12: “Crisis Response”; “Post-War, Post-Mod- 
ernism: Works from the Twentieth-Century Col- 
lection.” Through Feb. 16: “A Tribute to Miss 
Lucy Ill: Kesa from the Aldrich Collection.” 
Through March 2: “Tradition and Innovation in 
Meiji-Period Prints 
SIMMONS COLLEGE Trustman Art Gallery 
(617-521-2268), 300 The Fenway, Boston 
Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Through Dec. 13 
“Piece by Piece.’ 
SNOWDEN SCHOOL (617-529-1978), 150 
Newbury St., Boston. Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Dec. 14-15: “Artisans at Snowden.” 
STONEHILL COLLEGE Cushing-Martin Li- 
brary (508-238-6250), 320 Washington St 
Easton. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan 
10: “Fine Arts Faculty Exhibition.” 
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL 
Adams Gallery (617-573-8508), 120 Tremont 
St., Boston. Daily, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan 
10: “Food is Ammunition: World War | Food 
Posters 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY Aidekman Arts Center 
(617-627-3518), 40R Talbot Ave., Medford 
Wed.-Sat., noon-8 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Royall House Slave: Quarters (781-396- 
9032), 15 George St. Wed.-Sun., 2-5 p.m. On- 
going: “From Africa to Medford: The Untold 
Story of the Royall House Slaves.” Through 
Dec. 15: “Hollywood Icons, Local Demons 
Popular Paintings from Ghana.” 
UMASS-BOSTON Harbor Art Gallery (617-287- 
7988), 100 Morrissey Bivd., Boston. Mon.-Fri 
11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 20: “Ken 
Hruby: Stack Arms 
UMASS-LOWELL McGauvran Student Center 
(978-934-3491), 71 Wilder St., Lowell. Mon.- 
Sat., noon-3 p.m. Dec. 14-Jan. 11: BFA Candi- 
dates Fine Arts and Graphic Design. Reception 
Dec. 14, 2-5p.m 
— Dugan Gallery, Dugan Hall, Broadway St 
Lowell. Through Dec. 11: “Commemorative 
Public Art Project.” 
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A low-fat restaurant that shows promise, 
but could be a little more tasty 


BY ROBERT NADEAU 


ucy’s is an American bistro that has 

taken over the spot of the lamented 

Zaatar’s Oven, a space dominated 
by a wood-fired pizza oven. The servers 
at Lucy’s are instructed to warn you that 
the restaurant cooks with broths, juices, 
and vinegars instead of butter and oils 
The oven factor leads to a menu full of 
the dishes that were popular at Zaatar’s, 
such as flatbread pizzas and roasted en- 
trées. The no-oil factor produces a 
menu full of the choices dieters have to 
search out elsewhere: salads, steamed 
mussels, non-cream-based soups, roast 
ed and grilled fish and meats, lots of 
vegetables, and sorbets and seasonal 
fruits for dessert. But the no-oil factor 
also makes some of these dishes even 
more dietetic because they don’t taste 
very good. 

There are some suc- 
cesses, including all the 
desserts we tried, and 
the “no-fry French fries.” 
Someone here knows 
fruits and vegetables, 
and will really go to town 
next summer. The flaws 
of some dishes would 
not be hard to fix: a little 
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of butter and oils. 


had a flavor of 
charred toast. A 
commercial pita (no 





sprayed-on virgin olive 

oil would assure caramelization instead 
of char on dishes made in the wood 
oven without seriously compromising 
the concept. Optional mozzarella cheese 
would add fat and flavor without techni- 
cally using oil or butter. Alternatively, a 
larger investment in the kitchen could 
produce real spa food based on top- 
flight produce, technical wizardry, and 
visual flair. But they would have to 
charge more and would probably lose 
the friendliness of the present concept. 

You know you're not in Kansas any- 
more when the breadbasket comes 
around. A server offers you a choice of 
seven-grain, French, or country loaf. 
There is no butter. There is no olive oil. 
There is a cruet of balsamic vinegar. 
You are going to soak your one piece of 
bread in vinegar. This is surprisingly 
good with the seven-grain, where it 
brings up the sweetness of the heavy 
loaf. I found it had a neutral effect on 
the country loaf, and was not quite right 
with the French bread. 

Real appetizers might well start with 
the “creamless corn and clam chowder” 
($6). This is a well-made soup with real 
clam-broth flavor, not much corn in my 
bowl, but a nice combination of sweet 
potatoes and tomatoes, and enough 
chopped clams for every spoonful. 
“Seasonal all-vegetable soup” ($6) is al- 
ways vegan. One night it was a very en- 
joyable tomato bisque enhanced with 
roasted red pepper and vinegar; another 
visit brought a bowl of “white bean 
chili,” actually undercooked white beans 
with whole peppercorns and few vegeta- 
bles. Given that it had sage and other 
Italian-type flavorings, rather than the 
cumin-garlic-oregano enhancements of 
chili, it was not described properly. But 
with better-cooked white beans (and 
maybe a little pasta), it would have been 
a fine vegan soup. 

Chopped salad on fresh flatbread 
($8) was my first test of the oven. The 
fan of sliced flatbreads had puffed up a 
little, but they were still too heavy and 


added fat) reheated 
in the oven would have been better. The 
salad part is mostly white beans, better 
cooked than the ones in the soup, but 
rather flavorless. Virgin olive oil is out, 
but how about vinegar, onions, and 
herbs? 

The flatbread problem is also notice- 
able on “The Green Thumb” pizza ($8). 
The crust is thin, but whole-wheat and 
apparently unleavened. A hard and 
tasteless cracker. The topping on the 
green thumb — arugula, ricotta, “hot- 
house tomatoes,” and onion — is good 
stuff, and would be better only if the 
onions really were caramelized — no 
small trick without at least a film of sur- 
face oil. Maybe an alternate white-bread 
pizza crust would be a good idea. After 
all, Lucy’s menu already makes token 
concessions to the unhealthy: a pizza 
with three kinds of meat on top, another 
with lots of mozzarella; lamb chops; a 
sirloin burger. 

Among the entrées, you can do a lot 
worse than wood-oven-roasted local 
cod ($16). The portion is modest, but 
thé fish is good, the roasting isn't too 
extreme, and the underlying steamed 
vegetables (broccoli, carrots, and bok 
choy) are very good with balsamic vine- 
gar. The parsnip mash is good by itself 
I’m not so sure about the “butter-free” 
garlic mashed potatoes on the herb- 
roasted half-chicken ($15) and other 
entrées: they’re pretty tasteless unless 
you really work in the head of roasted 
garlic that comes on top. How about 
yogurt, buttermilk, or celery root to get 
a livelier no-butter mash? The chicken 
itself is quite a tasty little bird, and nicely 
seasoned. The underlying carrots are 
good, but this is where those broths 
could have been reduced for a real no- 
butter sauce with character. 

The “no-fry French fries” ($3 as a 
side dish, but included with some en- 
trées) are the best of the potato ideas. 
They're baked fries, with some salt. The 
ketchup is good, but could be doctored 
with herbs and vinegars. Grilled shrimp 


FIRE AWAY: the wood-fired pizza oven dominates at 


Lucy’s, which cooks with broth, juices, and vinegars instead 


($19) with citrus-infused vinegar are fa- 
tally compromised by the no-oil grill 
work. Here the char dominates all six 
pieces. The accompanying root vegeta 
bles are good, especially the rutabaga 
and white turnip, and the quinoa salad 
is very good 

The wine list at Lucy’s is quite good. 
I had the Pine Ridge chenin blanc/viog- 
nier ($7 glass/$32 bottle), an off-dry 
white with spectacular fruit. On the red 
side, the 2001 Australian merlot from 
Barwang ($6/$28) is full fruit, but the 
six-months-older Chilean merlot from 
Montes ($7.50/$33) is two levels better 

well structured, with overtones of 
cocoa. Water is served in large cobalt- 
blue goblets, and refilled well. (Eight 
glasses a day, dieters!) Coffee and decaf 
are excellent. Tea is served as a metal 
pot of hot water with a selection of bags. 
If you move quickly and get the bag into 
the pot, it will brew. 

Desserts were a high point of both 
dinners. The simple bowl of the freshest 
seasonal fruits ($5) is just that. What 
fruits are in season in December, any 
where? Bartlett pears, which need a lit 
tle storage to ripen. Granny Smith ap 
ples, likewise. Hothouse strawberries 
and blueberries Big seedless red and 
green grapes. The low-fat double- 
chocolate cheesecake ($7) is ricotta 
based. The chocolate is a layer of cake 
underneath the ricotta, and not very 
powerful. For that you need the individ- 
ual flourless chocolate torte ($7), which 
is dietetic mostly in the sense of being 
fairly small. 

Service at Lucy’s is quite good, but 
the kitchen doesn’t push food out rapid- 
ly, and there are pauses. The back- 
ground jazz is easier to hear in the din- 
ing room, which is also less drafty. 
There is some IJ Love Lucy memorabilia 
at the entrance and in the women’s 
bathroom. The guys’ bathroom gets the 
sports heroes. Lucy’s has the menu that 
lots of people, and not just women, are 
always looking for. A little looser execu- 
tion is all it needs. & 


Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
RobtNadeau@aol.com 
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‘“ Center Bistro ©’, 


Mediterranean/Italian 


e French Moroccan Cuisine 
Open for Lunch & Dinner, 11 am - 11pm 
Full menu + tapas, full bar & hookah bar 












































Live Jazz Thursday, Friday & Saturday 
Book your holiday party, wedding, or any special occasion here 


We have a 150 capacity 
59 Putnam St in Winthrop 
for reservations call 617-539-4484 


Catering also available. 


Buy 1 entrée and get a 2™ 1/2 price with this ad!!! 


/ l coupon per admission 


Not valid Thursdays, Fridays or Saturdays rig 


Gourmet Chinese Restaurant 
Recognized Nationally 


Now features Two Menus: 


Gourmet 


Vegetarian Menu 
New England's First 
Total Chinese Natural 
Vegetable Cuisine 


Regular 


@folehseatcmmiytsalel 
with Poultry, Meats, Seafoods 


10 Langley Rd. 

Comer of Centre St. 

Newton Centre 
332-3600 











Place your 
ForSale 
Classified 
ad for less 
than $10. 





















617-859-3300 

















20 DECEMBER 13, 2002 EMGHT DAYS A WEEK THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


The following represent some of Greater Boston's more noteworthy restaurants, some Boston 
Phoenix advertisers among them. Most of these listings have been distilled from our full-length 
reviews. Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, credit-card policy, 
and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


Boston 


ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, 1799 Comm Ave 
Brighton, (617) 254-8309. $7-$13. Pick your 
Own pizza ingredients (peppers, mushrooms 
prosciutto, walnuts?), or split a salad and 
one of the eclectic pasta dishes. The room is 
small, buzzing, and pretty stylish for 
Brighton; there's beer on tap, but no bar. Live 
music on Thurs. and Fri. nights 

CHEF CHOY'S HOUSE, 354 Chestnut Hill 
Ave. (Cleveland Circle), (617) 566-2275. $5- 
$11. Not a top-notch Mandarin-Szechuan 
restaurant, but a big step up for Cleveland 
Circle. Go for the steamed ravioli, spicy dish- 
es, and General Gau's chicken 

ROGGIE'S BREW AND GRILLE, 356 Chest 
nut Hill Ave. (Cleveland Circle), Brighton 
(617) 566-1880. $6-$14. An inexpensive 
super-filling bar and grill with 20 beers on tap 
and a crowd that's hipper than you'd expect 
for Cleveland Circle. Fajitas, steak tips, and 
the like come in monstrous portions; diners 
more discerning than hungry should look to 
the raw bar and the very nice Greek-style 
grilled seafood 

WONDER BAR, 186 Harvard Ave., Allston 
(617) 351-2665. $6-$9. The echt-Allston 
crowd may never love this outpost of New 
bury Street polish, but it’s their loss — the 
former Bunratty’s is now a civilized (and 
cheap) place for a drink and a bite. The 
food's good (mostly sandwiches and small 
dinners baked in terra-cotta pots), there's 
plenty of beer on tap (even though everyone 
around you is drinking martinis), and there's 
jazz at night. Warning: you won't get past the 
doorman in sneakers 


BACK BAY 

AUJOURD’HUI, 200 Boyiston St. (Four Sea- 
sons Hotel), Boston, (617) 451-1392. $32- 
$44. Prix fixe tasting menus $52 (vegetarian) 
and $70. Elegant food in an elegant setting 
with impeccable service and a view fi 
valed only by that of the Ritz. Many consider 
this to be Boston’s most romantic dining 
room, although the food may strike some as 
a little staid 

BANGKOK BLUE, 651 Boylston St., Boston 
(617) 266-1010. $8-$20. Very good ail 
around Thai restaurant, with lovely paintings 
in a duplex space, and often easier to get 
nto than Back Bay neighbors offering half 
the flavor at three times the price. Good with 
coconut milk and seafood and dumplings 
especially golden triangles, rendang (an In 
hoo chee fisher 


donesian stew 





cor 
man, and a rare Asian dessert that works 
Tha custard 

BHINDI BAZAAR INDIAN CAFE, 
Ave, Boston, (617) 450-0660. $10-$14 (lunch 
$7-$8). A pretty little café from the owner of 
Rangoli and Tanjore, again offering regional 
dishes from all over India, but again at its 
best with Bombay-style dishes like bhel and 
chat papri, although the south Indian dosa is 
wonderful, and the Bengali-style bhindi 
(okra) aachari is the best vegetable curry I've 
had in years 

BRISTOL LOUNGE, 200 Boylston St. (Four 
Seasons Hotel), Boston, (617) 338-4400 
$13-$32. The ground-floor restaurant at the 
Four Seasons isn't cheap, but it's swanky 
and quiet and a lot more affordable than Au- 
jourd'hui upstairs — and you get that same 
gratifyingly slavish Four Seasons service 
The lush $14 hamburger is famous for a very 
good reason, and the fries should be in a 
textbook 

CHILL! DUCK, 829 Boylston St., Boston 
(617) 236-5208. $7-$15 (lunch $7-$9). Yet 
another Thai restaurant around the Sympho- 
ny/Hynes area, and a very consistent one, if 
not distinctive. Less crowded and really ex- 
cels on soups, satay, drunken noodles, duck 
choo chee, and the mango-sticky-rice 
dessert. A little fancier than the others down 
Mass Ave, but not formal 

COTTONWOOD CAFE, 222 Berkeley St 

Boston, (617) 247-2225. $14-$25 (lunch, $5 
$8). Likable, stylish, inauthentic, popular 
Santa Fe bar with nouvelle NuMex food 
Good salads and desserts, fun fusions like 
cowboy pot stickers,” Rocky Mountain lamb 
Norma's Zuni roll 

GRILL 23 AND BAR, 161 Berkeley St 

Boston, (617) 542-2255. $22-$36. Heaven 
for cigar-lovers and carnivores, but fans of 
general good-food-beyond-steak will find 
happiness here, too. A handsome, impres- 
sive room (and a new second floor), with a 
sense of Old World luxury 

HSIN HSIN CHINESE NOODLE RESTAU- 
RANT, 25 Mass Ave, Boston, (617) 536- 
9852. $6-$11. A great little restaurant with a 
short menu full of clean, sharp flavors. Em- 
phasizing soups and noodles, the menu 
draws from all regions, with a slight tendency 
toward the hot-and-spicy seasonings of the 
Southwest. Try the vast and delectable scal- 
lion pancake and the house-special pan-fried 
noodles 

INDIA SAMRAAT, 51A Mass Ave, Boston 
(617) 247-0718. $7-$16. Small, sparsely 
decorated, and running to small entrees, but 
the chef has a firm hand on the standard cur 
ries and the condiment tray. Homemade 
cheese sparks the vegetarian list; lamb jal 


95 Mass 


very 


frozie and chicken tikka masala for richly fla 
vored sauces. Great tea 

ISLAND HOPPER, 91 Mass Ave, Boston 
(617) 266-1618. $6-$15. A pretty room with 
an eager-to-please attitude and a bewilder 
ing pan-Asian menu. The core is Malaysian 
dishes like the roti appetizer, and Ipoh chili 
shrimp. But the kitchen also does well with 
almost anything fried, and some nice veg- 
etable and tofu dishes. The jazz background 
tapes and abstract Impressionist paintings 
represent the neighborhood influence of 
Berklee 

MORTON'S, 1 Exeter Plaza (Boylston at Ex- 
eter), Boston, (617) 266-5858. $20-$33. A 
modern reconstruction of a Chicago steak- 
house. One can smoke a cigar without objec- 
tions (even from us: the ventilation is excel- 
lent). Withal, a custom-aged porterhouse 
steak of unimaginable flavor and tenderness 
THE RATTLESNAKE BAR, 384 Boyiston 
St., Boston, (617) 859-8555. $7-$12. Pan- 
American food with a Caribbean accent 
Dress fancy/casual and eat better than 
usual 

STEPHANIE'S, 190 Newbury St., Boston 
(617) 236-0990. $7-$24. Bistro-style dining, 
with a menu that's partly Italian (pizza, risot- 
to, calamari) and partly American (steak 
pork chops). Comfort-food specials like meat 
loaf and pot pie served Sun. through Tues 
THAI BASIL, 132 Newbury St., Boston 


(617) 424-8424. $8-$16 (lunch, $6-$8). Un- 
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JULIA MAX 





Real Taco 





derground but elegant effort to sell a consis- 
tent Thai menu in the Back Bay. Excellent 
porpia tod (spring rolls), and quality across 
the board, from the tamarind duck to the 
pretty-darn-hot “choo chee fisherman 

29 NEWBURY, 29 Newbury St., Boston 
(617) 536-0290. $10-$28. New American cui- 
sine served in the kind of low-key but elegant 
atmosphere you'd expect on lower Newbury 
Street. Works by local artists hang on the 
walls; an outdoor café in the warm weather 
makes for ideal people-watching 

TYPHOON, 725 Boylston St., Boston, (617) 
859-8181. $5-$25. Too many cuisines at a 
useful range of prices. We think the Viet- 
namese food is the core of the menu, but 
some Hong Kong seafood dishes are well 
made, and the sushi is entirely acceptable 
How you fuse is up to you, but you could 
Start with spicy shrimp soup, ruby scallops, a 
classic Cantonese steamed sea bass, or a 
cheap vermicelli plate. Dodge the obvious 
Chinese tourist food, though 


BEACON HILL 

THE GOOSE, 21 Beacon St., Boston, (617) 
720-4500. $6-$14. Your basic bar scene with 
better-than-basic bar food in a spectacular 
location. Next to the State House in the reno- 
vated lobby of the former Bellevue Hotel — 
Beaux Arts meets postmodern. Boisterous 
inside; the terrace outside is quieter. A lunch 
or after-work spot with inexpensive finger 


Start getting Real... 


If you think the pinnacle of Downtown Crossing/Financial District lunchtime Mexican 
cuisine reaches no higher than Fajitas & ’Ritas, it’s time for a paradigm shift. Found- 
ed by Joel Espinoza in March, Real Taco is /os nuevos chicos en el bloque, but isn’t 
lacking in street cred; both Joel and manager Juan Valdez (yes, he knows) are from 
Mexico. “We have the Mexican passion,” says Valdez — and the menu to back it up. 
In keeping with the American super-size-burrito tradition, the “smaller” 10-inch 
Real Burrito ($3.95) is still thick with flavorful carnitas, peas, and an abundance of 
firm-texture black beans, all wrapped in a tortilla that’s a bit easier to handle than the 
Real Baja Tacos ($2.95), which are packed with cod and chicken. Despite the tor- 
tillas’ tendency to rip, the crisp lettuce, carrots, and black beans make for a well-bal- 
anced meal, and the lightly breaded cod is surprisingly flavorful. The Real Taco Salad 
($5.95) is a standout, featuring a not-greasy shell piled with Jack cheese, shredded 
lettuce, carrots, black beans, and quantities of chicken or steak fajita or carnitas, all 
topped with chipotle peppers. 
Located around the corner from the monolithic Swissétel on Bedford Street, Real 
Taco crams its generous entrées and seating for 18 to 20 into the usual small down- 
town space (signs on the wall admonish patrons to share their tables). The bright- 
yellow and red-brick interior offers a welcome break from an otherwise drab area, but 
unfortunately the harsh fluorescent lighting detracts — expect disco effects when the 
ceiling fans are spinning. If grooving /s your thing, check out the recently opened Har- 
vard Square location on Mount Auburn Street. Why? Espinoza plans to raise the bar 
with a mariachi band and other as-yet-unnamed promotions. We'll raise our salsa to 


that. 
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food to split; good shrimp and artichoke 
pizza, Caribbean chicken and seafood stew 
tiramisu 

THE HUNGRY |, 71 Charlies St., Boston 
(617) 227-3524. $22-$32. A plush, cozy Con 
tinental restaurant tucked downstairs in an 


ancient building on Charles Street. Lunch 
Tues. through F 
ISTANBUL CAFE, 37 Bowdoin St., Boston 


(617) 227-3434. $3-$16. Tip-top Turkish food 
n a pleasantly Bohemian semi-basement on 
the back side of Beacon Hill. Fine appetizers 
like the fried sigara boreks, a really tasty 
vegetarian stuffed eggplant, terrific lamb 
kebab, and better, spicier adana kebab, swell 
Turkish coffee 


CHARLESTOWN 

THE WARREN TAVERN, 2 Pleasant St 
Charlestown, (617) 241-8142. $7-$14 (lunch 
$5-$7). The line runs around the corner for 
this pub-style restaurant serving seafood 
pasta dishes, and daily specials 


CHINATOWN 

ASIAN GARDEN SEAFOOD RESTAU- 
RANT, 28 Harrison St., Boston, (617) 695- 
1646/1651. $5-$24. Fish tanks in the base- 
ment entryway promise superb Hong 
Kong-style seafood. The kitchen delivers 
with fresh eel, whole roe scallops, lobster 
crab, and fish in brilliant treatments. Authen- 
tic hot pots, Chinese broccoli in oyster 
sauce, and a comforting dessert of hot tapio- 
ca in coconut milk. Friendly place, too, and a 
cut cheaper 

CHAU CHOW CITY, 52 Beach St., Boston 
(617) 426-6266. $6-$16. A vast, somewhat 
glitzy room at the top of the solid pyramid of 
Chau Chow seafood restaurants. The new 
palace is a little more expensive, has a little 


Real Taco, located at 86 Bedford Street, in Boston, and 83 Mount Auburn 
Street, in Cambridge, is open Monday through Friday, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sat- 
urday, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call (617) 338-7611. 


— Atticus Fisher 




















better service, and opened up with a some- 
what conservative dinner menu, though still 
featuring authentic Swatowese seafood dish- 
es such as clams in black-bean sauce, lob- 
ster or crab with ginger and scallion, and 
spicy fried calamari. Daily dim sum is for the 
more adventurous 

CHINA PEARL, 9 Tyler St., Boston, (617) 
426-4338. $6-$16. Actually the pertect three- 
generational night out, as this revived di- 
nosaur of Chinatown scores with fried good- 
ies for the kids, authentic Hong Kong and 
Cantonese-style seafood for the parents 
and spirited Chinese-American classics for 
the grandparent generation. Superb soups 
for all. Breakfast, lunch, and late-night dim 
sum 

EAST OCEAN CITY, 25-29 Beach St 
Boston, (617) 542-2504/4223. $4-$20. Hand- 
somely decorated Cantonese-Hong Kong 
restaurant that actually nets a fish from the 
dining-room tank for your steamed fish. You 
can taste the difference. Good house-special 
soup, clams in black-bean sauce, king tou 
spares, and chow foon as well. Late hours 
full liquor license. Dress up a little 
EMPEROR'S GARDEN (A.K.A. EMPIRE'S 
GARDEN), 690 Washington -St., Boston 
(617) 482-8898. $6-$14. Huge, somewhat 
impersonal, but very handy dining rooms 
serving dim sum (teahouse snacks and 
dumplings) every day through lunch, and 
shifting over to fine Cantonese dining (with a 
few Mandarin-Szechuan dishes) at night 
Soups are great, and so are clams with 
black-bean sauce, vegetables with fresh 
squid or real crab sauce, and a comfort-food 
version of beef with broccoli 

IMPERIAL SEAFOOD RESTAURANT, 70 
Beach St., Boston, (617) 426-8543. $6-$27 
The downstairs of the famous dim sum 
restaurant, full of big round tables for large 
groups on medium-celebratory occasions 
The best of an overly inclusive menu are the 
ambitious Cantonese classics 





lobster Chinese style; Imperial egg roll; roast 
duck; clams in black-bean sauce. Lavishly 
redecorated with live fish and lobster tanks 
without losing the rococo, kitschy sense of 
the thing 


PEACH FARM RESTAURANT, 4 Tyler St 
Boston, (617) 482-3332. $4-$34. One of the 
smaller live-tank seafood restaurants in Ch 
natown, Peach Farm takes advantage by 
getting everything to the table really fast 
Steamed fish and fried anything really bene- 
fit, but don’t miss the braised chicken hot pot 
perhaps the tastiest chicken dish in Boston 
PEOPLE’S CAFETERIA, 21-23 Edinboro 
St., Boston, (617) 482-7328. $4-$11. Not a 
real cafeteria, but fewer frills and lower 
prices than most of the current wave in Chi- 
natown. You could make this your personal 
chow foon palace, but I'd also feast on lob- 
ster in ginger and scallion, clams in black- 
bean sauce, and salt-and-pepper squid 

PHO VIETNAM, 1 Stuart St., Boston, (617) 
292-0220. $5-$19. As the name implies, a 
great bow! of pho, the national noodle soup 
of Vietnam, but also the best grilled squid ap- 
petizer in the whole calamari-loving area 
and some deadly Thai-style curries. No at- 
mosphere, and prices that reflect that 


COPLEY/PRUDENTIAL 
BRASSERIE JO, 120 Huntington Ave 
(Colonnade Hotel), Boston, (617) 425- 
3240. $9-$27. Traditional Parisian bistro 
flavors with some hearty Alsatian dishes. A 
clone of a second restaurant by Chicago's 
Alsatian chef Jean Joho, this is a remark- 
ably useful restaurant for the Colonnade 
Hotel, the Symphony-Prudential area, and 
anyone who happens by for breakfast 
lunch, dinner, drinks, or a late graze. Un- 
usually for the ‘90s, the big flavors are in 
the entrées, such as choucroute garni, cog 
au vin, and duckling a lorange, with impor- 
tant cabbage and potato statements on the 
side 

FIREFLY AMERICAN BISTRO, 130 Dart- 
mouth St., Boston, (617) 262-4393. $9-$16 
Firefly is only steps from Copley Place, and 
has big, cheap, good desserts. It’s a little 
funky, but the thin-crust pizzas are good 
and so are the “American bistro” entrees 
like poached salmon and roasted duck 
breast. The list of martinis is longer than 
the list of wines by the glass, but don't for- 
get those desserts 

THE ORIGINAL SPORTS SALOON, 47 
Huntington Ave. (Copley Square Hotel) 
Boston, (617) 536-1904. $7-$10. The Mem- 
phis smoked barbecue is the star of this 
menu. The bar also boasts a superior col- 
lection of sports memorabilia 

TURNER FISHERIES, 10 Huntington Ave 
Boston, (617) 424-7425. $23-$29. Tradi- 











tional seafood favorites, as well as more 
exotic offerings. Fresh fish prepared to 
order; also a raw bar 


DORCHESTER/MATTAPAN 
GALVIN’S HARP AND BARD, 1099 Dorch- 
ester Ave., Dorchester, (617) 265-2893. $5- 
$11. Irish bar with quality meat and pota- 
toes, fried fish, homemade soups, and fine 
Grape-Nuts custard at prices that you can 
fit in a draft Bass or Harp. Over the TV, a 
ticker prints the odds on sporting events 
PIT STOP BARBECUE, 888A Morton St 
Dorchester, (617) 436-0485. $4-$16. A tiny 
building and two-table restaurant built 
around an exposed brick oven. Basically 
take-out, and what you want are the exqui- 
site pork ribs, slowly defatted and perfectly 
balanced between smoky and spicy. The 
rest is hit or miss. Late hours Thurs 
through Sun 


DOWNTOWN/WATERFRONT 
AURA, One Seaport Lane (Seaport Hotel) 
Boston Waterfront, (617) 385-4300. $19- 
$32. Chef Ed Doyle's food can be hand- 
some, but at these prices, you have a right 
to expect a perfection that the flavors don’t 
always deliver. And Aura’s hotel-lobby set- 
up is clearly more oriented toward conven- 
tioneers than natives. Desserts, however 
are consistently original and gorgeous 

CALITERRA, 89 Broad St. (Wyndham 
Hotel), Boston, (617) 348-1234. $14-$28 
We don't know why the Wyndham Hotel 
chain decided to put a Cal-Italian dining 
room only a few blocks from the North End 
(Anyone can see why they were willing to 
spend big on a converted office building 
two blocks from Quincy Market.) But their 
risky move can pay off for Boston c $ 
willing to spend French-food money on Ital- 
ian-style dining with the luxurious tone 
fancy ingredients, and spacious setting of a 





grand dining room. If you can get past the 
perfect foie gras, have the clam chowder 
the roast lamb | and the 


yf GuCK Dreast 
frozen zabaglione 
although the h 
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Dress up some ote! quests 


come as they are 

MAX’S DELI CAFE, 151 Milk St., Boston 
(617) 330-9790. $5-$8. A trendy downtowr 
café with a New York deli struggling to get 
out. Surprisingly good chicken soup and 
decent pastrami sandwiches, once you turn 
down the focaccia, Swiss-cheese, and 
Dijon-mustard options 

IL PANINO BISTRO, 295 Franklin St 
Boston, (617) 338-1000. $12-$24. A bustling 
very moderately priced alternative to the 
fancy dining room upstairs. The food is sim- 
ple and low in fat, yet based on super-flavor- 
ful ingredients. Don't miss anything with 
arugula, fresh basil, or the other great Italian 
flavorings 

SPIRE, 90 Tremont St. (Nine Zero hotel) 
Boston, (617) 772-0202. $24-$36. The latest 
in ultra-luxe dining rooms inside boutique ho- 
tels rides the usual combination of select 
seasonal produce and inventive cheffery, and 
rides it pretty far. Once the service and the 
room are adjusted, this will be a top spot. On 
the opening menu, meats, vegetables, and 
fruits outpaced fish, starches, and chocolate 
Don't miss the heirloom-tomato salad 
seared diver scallops, venison, and citrus- 
poached nectarines 

THE VAULT, 105 Water St., Boston, (617) 
292-9966. $19-$30. A revamped Financial- 
District bar, but the current menu is back to 
your father's Oldsmobile. Nothing wrong with 
a conservative menu done well, and some 
excitement leaks out with the grilled shrimp 
appetizer, lobster and sweet-pea risotto, spe- 
cial fish dishes, and the chocolate-toffee 
bread pudding. Or you can always have the 
traditional creme brilée.” 

WEST STREET GRILLE, 15 West St 
(Downtown Crossing), Boston, (617) 423- 
0300. $15-$25 (lunch, $8-$9). Known prima- 
rily for its bar scene, this is a credible restau- 
rant as well. The cooking is roughly New 
American; the building is tall, narrow, and 
multistoried; and the dining room, upstairs 
from the after-work bustle, is surprisingly 
calm 


EAST BOSTON 

UNCLE PETE'S HICKORY RIBS, 309-311 
Bennington St.. East Boston, (617) 569- 
RIBS. $7-$14. Pete Cucchiara has devel- 
oped a style of subtle smoked ribs that wins 
awards against revivalist barbecue, and 
packs in a working-class clientele in East 
Boston. Great fried chicken and French fries 
but worth a pilgrimage for the “wicked pork 
ribs” and Asian slaw. The sit-down part is 
pretty basic, like all great barbecue joints 














THE FENWAY 

BANGKOK CITY RESTAURANT, 167 Mass 
Ave, Boston, (617) 266-8884. $7-$14 (lunch 
$5-$6). The fourth Thai restaurant within 
blocks of Symphony Hall, but the nearest to 
Berklee, with a fine list of vegetarian items 
including fooled-me spring rolis. Elegant, un- 
crowded, and the food is beautifully present 
ed. Omnivores go for shrimp mermaid, garlic 
fish, and beef jungle 

SORENTO’S ITALIAN GOURMET, 86 Peter 

borough St., Boston, (617) 424-7070. $8.5C 
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like “and.” Honey hot wings may get you t 
shuffle off Buffalo wings 

EL EMBAJADOR, 3371 Washington St., Ja 
maica Plain, (617) 524-6812. $7-$25. Ask 
the waitress what they actually have in stock 
or call in advance to arrange seafood stews 
or paellas. Walk in for stews, soups, mon 
dongo, fried plantains, and creamy desserts 
with excellent espresso. Mostly Latin clien- 
tele, with some gringo workmen from the 
area at breakfast and lunch 
INTERNATIONAL RESTAURANT, 
Washington St., Jamaica Plain, (617) 52 
7410. $5-$12. Fabulous food, huge portion 
and cheap, too — just get used to thinking of 
Dominican cooking as the Italian food of the 
Caribbean. Savory, distinctive stews and 
sauces and soups. Matchless rice and beans 
and fried-plantain “side dishes 

JAMES'’S GATE, 5-11 McBride St., Jamaica 
Plain, (617) 983-2000. $6-$20. Joining Matt 
Murphy's on the short list of Boston's Irish 
bars with great food, James's Gate treats a 
mixed-age, informal crowd to updated Irish 
pub classics (like shepherd's pie) and truly 
impressive contemporary cuisine. Don’t miss 
the steamed mussels or the “veggie que- 
sadilla,” which involves caramelized shallots 
spinach, and goat cheese 

TACOS EL CHARRO, 349 Centre St., Ja- 
maica Plain, (617) 524-3435. $2-$12. Mexi- 
can food served with an authentically large 
quantity of beans, rice, starch check out 
the spicy shrimp, tripe soup, and soulful bur- 
ritos and tacos. Walls covered with mariachi 
photos 

ZON’S, 2 Perkins St., Jamaica Plain, (617 
524-5667. $7-$17. Dark and loud, but some 
of the best food at the best prices ever 
served in such a small restaurant. Get any 
thing with a lot of vegetables on it, such as 
today's catch,” or the bargain rib-eye steak 
or lobster gnocchi. Good w 
and get the chocolate cupcake for dessert 
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KENMORE/BU 
CHOE’S CAFE, 957 Comm Ave 


Boston 
(617) 783-8702. $10-$30 (lunch, $7-$8) 
Down the block from the Paradise nightclub 
a little paradise of sushi and savory Korean 
dishes. Don’t miss the seafood scallion pan- 
cake, udong, bulgoki, Korean-style spicy 
squid, and “salmon-skin fried rice.” Sush 
aside, the Japanese food is less great than 
the Korean food 


NORTH END 

ALLORO, 351 Hanover St., Boston, (617) 
523-9268. $12-$25. Simple, inspired dishes 
in a tiny storefront restaurant. No frills — just 
intensely personal service and truly outstand- 
ing food. Cash only. Menu changes daily 
CAFE RAVELLO, 48-50 Salem St. (corner 
Cross Street), Boston, (617) 723-5182. $8- 
$16. Best use yet for this airy second-floor 
space with a view, unfortunately still a view of 
the expressway more than the downtown 
skyline. Some North Italian food done well 
such as the appetizer of grilled shrimp with 
white beans, but a really good tomato sauce 
is the basis for several successes. Ne 
desserts 

LIMONCELLO, 190 North St., Boston, (617 
523-4480. $10-$28. Limoncello strains to go 


touristy by day and lavish by night. In be 





Chocolate-mint tumbles 
Have a Yule that’s cool 


JULIA MAX 


For me, Louis Armstrong’s “Cool Yule” ranks high among the season's best songs. 
However, despite Louis’s cheerful words to the contrary, I'll never flip when Old Saint 
Nick takes a lick on a peppermint stick. | might dig the stripes, but I’ve never en- 


joyed peppermint solo. 


Enter the chocolate-mint tumble, an addictive confection with a retro-style 
peppermint-striped box that asks the question: “Is it a cookie or a candy?” The tum 
bles are a little bit of both, actually. Their crisp centers have the nostalgic appeal of 
a Girl Scouts Thin Mint cookie. But their rich dark-chocolate coating purrs Godiva. 

Available at Williams-Sonoma, Copley Place, 100 Huntington Avenue, Boston, 
and the Mall at Chestnut Hill, 300 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, for $18.50 for a 
box of 45. Call (877) 812-6235, or visit www.williamssonoma.com. 


tween is a pretty good Calabrese kitchen that 
does very nice things with homemade pasta 
scallops, Chilean sea bass, and seasonal sal- 
ads. If you order with enthusiasm, they may 
ply you with the eponymous liqueur, a fabu 

lous essence of lemon peel 

LUCCA, 226 Hanover St., Boston, (617) 742- 
9200. $18-$29. Lucca, like Mamma Maria, is 
about cheffery and fine cooking, playing with 
variations on Italian themes. When done as 
ven more satisfy 


well as it is here, it can be € 


ing than authentic Italian food, especially the 
mpressive dessert course. Go with soup or 
salad for an appet 
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MASSIMINO’S, 207 Endicott St., Boston 
617) 523-5959. $10-$15. Two floors, a coz 
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space and a Crow 








Straightforward Italian 


MONICA'S, 143 


ntipasti and grilled vegeta 
bles, homemade pastas, and excellent wines 
The food is up to date, but the spirit is some 
thing more like the old red-sauce North End 
(617) 742-4272. $15-$26. Not cheap, not 
but li Nido wins our 
hearts with a modern Italian menu executed 
reliably, and some extras: reservations and a 
variety of desserts that is positively un-italian 
TERRAMIA, 98 Salem St., Boston, (617) 
523-3112. $9-$24. A tiny spot with beamed 
ceiling, terra-cotta floor, and stucco walls 
Comforting but creative Italian cuisine — in- 
t not wild. Impeccable seafood 
especially the swordfish dishes 
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pretty, not innovative 


ventive bu 
which are 


like air 


SOUTH END 

ANCHOVIES, 433 Columbus Ave., Boston 
(617) 266-5088. $5-$10. A lively neighbor- 
hood bar whipping up pizzas, calzones, and 
fresh pasta. Terrific value when you can 
find a booth 

CAFFE UMBRA, 1395 Washington St 
Boston, (617) 867-0707. $14-$23. In the 
shadow of the Cathedral of the Holy Cross 
Caffe Umbra is about the last place we'd ex 
pect a trendy bistro, but veteran chef Laura 
Brennan quickly drew crowds for a mr 
French-inflected specialties with livel 
vors. The vegetable aioli, skate wings, and 
coffee pot de creme are sure to be widely im 
itated 





J 
Boston, (617) 247-9001. $14-$22 (lunch, $6 
$10). A fresh café that suits the South End 


with informal service and a touch of bohemia 
in the decor. The food is serious enough to 
suit anyone, with fine soups, unusual salads 
deliciously garnished entrées, and knockout 
desserts 

GALLIA, 1525 Washington St., Boston, (617 
247-4455. $19-$26. A chef from the Federal 
ist brings heaps of seasonal ingredients to a 
modish room deep in the South End. Some of 
the opening menu was a little busy, but muct 
the not-so salad 
amb and 


seafood, milk chocolate pot de creme, and 


Jelightful, especially basic 


the appetizer risotto, grilled 


scrumptious buttermilk sorbet 
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$8-$21. Not hard to guess 


order. Grilled fish 


complemen 


want to oF man 


what you 
species are excellent, with very 


tary sauces. Fried calamari are neither grilled 


r fish, but they are great, too. Loud bar/dat 
atmosphere, but the f 1 
ndly staff make everyone comfortable 
MASS CAFE, 605 Mass Ave, Bost € 
62-7704. $6-$8. Eritrean and Amer 
J, but arly by immigrant 
acking the touristy feelir 
alor f the ame Not y 
dish ) he tt r hat 





S, iS Choice 
THE NIGHTINGALE 78 Tremont St 


Boston, (617) 236-5658. $16-$19. Kind of the 





perfect South End restaurant of the 


track, big window verlooking 








Street. minimalis 





ating prices and hic 


wild mushroom tart, cre 





mushroom ragout, roasted halibut 





mon panna cotta. Very 
the glass, too 
SISTER SOREL, 645 Tremont St., Boston 
(617) 266-4600. $8-$11.50. The bare-brick 
bar side of Tremont 647 isn't just a tricky way 
to get Andy Husbands’s big-flavored food 
without a reservation; it has a nifty small-din- 
ner menu of its own. The smaller plates like 
spit-roasted chicken and “burger daddy 
make light, lively suppers, and you can al- 
ways steal the Tremont 647 momos for an 
appetizer, and add one of their fancy 
desserts 

TASTE OF INDIA, 277B Huntington Ave 
Boston, (617) 867-9700. $11-$17. Boston's 
first Bangladeshi restaurants (their original 
outpost is in Dorchester), although they also 
excel with the familiar pan-Indian menu. The 
Huntington Avenue locale is right next. to 
Symphony Hall, and appropriately spiffed up 
Don't miss the rich biryani pilafs and spinach 


well matched wines Dy 


sauces, nicely-handled shrimp dishes, or 
anything with “Bangladeshi-style spices 

THAI VILLAGE, 592 Tremont St., Boston 
(617) 536-6548. $8-$14 (lunch, $5-$6) 


Small, high-quality Thai room contests South 
End's restaurant row with plenty of spice and 
some innovative dishes like fried sweet-pota 
and excellent 


salad. Solid standards (coconut 


to sticks, mussel pancakes 


seafood 







— Genevieve Rajewski 


chicken soup, hot-and-sour soup, pad Thai) 
though the curries are a lot alike 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE, 33 Stanhope 
St., Boston, (617) 572-3311. $16-$39. A neo 
50s fun house of slanted floors, oddly-angled 
walls, and shifting lights can distract you from 
the avant-garde food of Charles Draghi. Sift 


through divided int 


a complicated menu 








French and Italian for his herbal-infused 
sauces, or stick with proven winr tt 
Piemontese tuna pate, lobs 4 
s0tti, and unusual sorbets. Dres ant 

and blend in with the scené ry rt eat ut 
Joors in seasor 
THEATER DISTRICT 
LEGAL SEA FOODS, 26 Park Plaza, Bc 
617) 426-4444. $12-$46. This Legal Sea 
Foods location is the most mod, almost 

rT t | t t tr rea af 

} he Park Plaza H ive 
t pgrade the kitchen and di 

t te rema the f ¢ 

Be { af 
es from the lamented Lega 
ROCK BOTTOM BREWERY, 115 Stuart 
Transportation Building), Boston, (617) 742 





t . The ¢ 
m peciall t ghter styl 
nile be ne fr predictat 
Heit pr 7 ar >| red f 
mer portions. Ou tic advises skipping 
the appetizers and anything quasi-Mexicar 
and having a steak or the alder-smoked 
alr and Key lime pie. The quick serv 


an asset in the Theater District whether 


/'re dining before or after a show 


Cambridge 


CENTRAL SQUARE 
CUCHI CUCHI, 795 Main St., Cambridge 
617) 864-2929. $6-$15. Not a dance bar 
not The Love Boat, not a ‘70s trip. This 





Cuchi 





Beer's a perfectly legitimate reason to go to Boston Beer 
Works (112 Canal Street, Boston), but there are other rea- 
sons, too — for example, a special dinner hosted by Beer- 
Advocate.com on December 17. The evening’s menu in- 
cludes chunky beef stew with garlicky croutons; boneless 
pork loin with dried fruits and spinach; and warm apple 
crisp — all, of course, paired with local brews. A recep- 
tion begins at 6:30; dinner is served at 7 p.m. The cost is 
$49.95 per person, all inclusive; call (617) 896-BEER. 


Cuchi just refers to Charo’s Spanish birth 
place in a fabulous tapas bar menu com 
mage Mediterranean 


plates like roast lobster tail, beet and potat 


pletely up of sma 


saiad, lamb porterhouse, fried long beans 


and banana bread pudding, just to list s 


of the raves 

GREEN STREET GRILL, 280 Green St 

Cambridge, (617) 876-1655. $13-$18. Used 
aribbean food. N ; 


IZZY'S SUB SHOP, 169 Ha 


HARVARD SQUARE 
BOMBAY CLUB, 57 JFK St 


The d t 

the distinct Spi } t } 1 

le the texture and charcoal flav tr 
reshmi keDab. Good bread 

CAFE OF INDIA, 52A Brattle St., Can 
bridge (617) 661-0 $1 $18 (lunch buf 





fet, $6.95). A conventional Indian restaurant 


menu near Harvard Square, bearing some 


notable vegetarian dishes: especially a stun 





ning Okra speciality, Dhindi masala kadat 
Fine fried appetizers and stuffed bread 
Desserts for hard re escapists only 
CAMBRIDGE COMMON, 1667 Ma 
ambridge, (617) 547-1228. $5-$12. A ba 


taurant right at the gates of Harvard Law 
School, but with diner-style Mom food ar 


attitude. Microbrews 


around, and all the meat loaf and 


yn tap, the best sweet 
potato fries 


gariic mashed potatoes you can handle 


CAMBRIDGE 1, 27 Church St., Cambridas 
617) 576-1111, $7-$15. Miracle of Scier 


Boston's 
Vice salads rispy 


guys do it again with Greater 


kewlest pizza parlor. 
ultra-thin-crust pies, a cunning wine list, and 
one dessert, Toscanini's tiramisu ice crear 
The employees wear jeans and black shirt 
and you'll wish you did, too 

FIRE & ICE, 50 Church St., Cambridge 
(617) 547-9007. $13.75.- Fast, fun, and flexi 
ble. Fire & ice crosses Benihana with a salad 
bar, SO you mix and match ingredients and 
sauces for a stir-fry on their eight-foot circu 
lar open griddle. As long as you remember 
that too much variety cancels out the flavors 
you can eat well and as much as you want 
Loud, youngish tone does not disguise the 





ice drinks and beers — side of the equa 
tion 
GRENDEL’S RESTAURANT & BAR, 89 
Winthrop St., Cambridge 617) 491-116 
$5-$8. The upstairs restaurant ye-old 
Harvard Square institution has clos 

t of vat n the t k hut tt 

{ ’ bar has 4 with st 

od fixtures and an inexpensive bar mer 


1 
oved Sala 


HOUSE OF BLUES, 96 Winthrop St., Can 


alas, the i be 





dge, (617) 491-2583. $6-$20. Excellent 
and Southern Wu a ainstay 
a t filled with great m and a 
arkat t f folk a 
t yh Wed j 1 
TI Jay through Saturday at 10 p.r 
JOHN HARVARD'S BREW HOUSE 
4 if Lf na 


INMAN SQUARE 
CAFE CHINA, 1245 Cambridge St., Ca 


ridae, (6 868-43 $8-$14. Asma 


ne list. and homemade rtune big 
dipped in dark chocolate 

MAGNOLIAS, 1193 Cambridge St.. Can 
bridge, (617) 576-1971. $10-$21. The Cajur 
food is still the best. Wider Southern menu 
takes in fried green tomatoes 
lime pie. Portobello mushro 


tone are strictly from Cambric 


KENDALL SQUARE/MIT 
MANHATTAN SAMMY'S, 1 Kendall Sq 


Cambridge, (617) 252-0044. $4-$10 (break 


super 
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fast, $3-$7). Remarkably haimische flav 


na Tech Square deli, including real steamed 


pastrami, as well as handsome salad 
pple soda 0 ef 3h for the k k 
asté right, quie yh t 

ttware 
RISTORANTE FLORENTINA, 145 Ma 
Cambridge, (617) 577-8300. $3 (breakt 
S¢ rch). Not cheap, but cheaper tha 
[ 4 Nortt alia 4 

3 Ke at it 


ROYAL EAST, 782-792 Ma 


SPINNAKER 


1 asparagt 


NORTH CAMBRIDGE 
HANA SUSHI, 2372 Mass Ave 


617) 868-2121. $10-$ unch. $8-$11). A 
hand ttle ef t x 
j and | aKi, a | J j 
Tr Ta 

le | great ta t ipa 

aurants { nd 7 mindt { 
ential fla attracts bott 7 

iples and Japanese groups from the 


RISTORANTE MARINO, 2465 Mass Ave 


ambridae 61 868-5454 $8-$2 At it 
; hiq 1 f {} 
V { t i mea 4 
T { 
JE 4 is [ 
| Re at x 
fe 


PORTER SQUARE 
ELEPHANT WALK, 2067 Mass Ave 


bridge 617) 492-690 $11-$2 sreate 
Bost 5 first ambodian-F re 

ved from Union Square to tt M 
Ave ation. F J is fresh and ex 

{ garlic makes the Provencal-Cambodian a 
jance. | urge upon you the 
rolls, and Cambodian salads. (There x 
tensive wine list. to: 
FOREST CAFE, 1682 Mass Ave, Can 
bridge, (617) 661-7810. $12-$15. Mexica 


food fans tired of jack-cheese enchiladas 
and grilled-chicken nacho plates owe it to 
themselves to check out this dive 
bar-cum—Meaican joint. (The restaurant half 
used to be called Mexican Cuisine.) This 


real regional c 





Oking, | heap but gre 


a change of pace. Good bets are the ¢ € 





Brookline 


BANGKOK BASIL, 1374 Bea 


jge ( € B 
36. $7-$16. A pleasa 
tt r { 
] 
] yrants a 
er Brook 
} t 
} ) ] 
arg by elf and 


CAFE ST. PETERSBURG, 236 


t 


alad. Waiters wear tuxé 
FAJITAS & ‘RITAS, 48 £ 
a1 Tex-Mex 


THE FIREPLACE, 1634 Bea 





gton Square), Brookline, (61 975-19 
16-$20. The Fireplace has a 
1-fired , k 
aw bar. waffle ir } r 
o th j tt 
the the 
ble ) Durg t tr 
fric - 
pumpkin seeds and scallions. Admitt 
oud and the wine is too expens 
ike Paris 
INDIAN CAFE, 1665 Beacon St. (Washing 
ton Square), Brookline, (617) 277-1752. $9 







Lunch and weekend buffet cheaper 
a wildly inr 


good hand with the spices, both gene 


ovative Indian restaurant, t 



















KHAO SARN CUISINE, 250 Harvard Ave 


ige Corne B kline 61 6¢ 
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Fearing Lacks L; 
Old 9'7’s, PJ Harvey, Jeb Loy 
Nichols, Zero '7, Cracker, Suzanne 
Vega; Bob Schneider, Fisher, 
John Hiatt, Sarah Harmer, 


Richard Ashcroft, Kay Hanley 
and The Proclaimers. 





Proceeds from the sale of this CD will go 
to benefit The Greater Boston Food Bank 
and The Boston Institute for Arts Therapy. 





THE GREATER BOSTON 


BANK Ya 


The Dosson® me 
NSTITUTE 


for Atss Therapy 


www.gbfb.org www.biat.org 





On-sale now at Strawberries, Newbury Comics, HMV and Virgin Records Stores. 
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Continued from page 21 


Thailand. Don't miss the Miang Kum appe- 
tizer, little jewels of flavor you roll up in a 
spinach leaf and pop into your mouth. And 
don't be afraid of the mousse-like Haw 
salmon steamed in banana leaves 
or the tamarind duck 
And definitely let the 
fresh mango with sticky rice for dessert 
KIYOSHI SUSHI HOUSE, 398 Harvard St 
Coolidge Corner), Brookline, (617) 232 
5800, 739-8679. $6-$10. Authentic addi 
tion to the several small palaces 
along Harvard Street and Harvard Avenue 
Unusual sushi include marinated vegeta 
bles, but one should not miss the noodle 
soups. Soundtrack of "50s jazz 

MATT MURPHY’S, 14 Harvard Sts(Brook 
line Village), (617) 232-0188. $6-$16. Real 
Irish pub with good food. Actually rather 
good Irish food at that Very bizarre, but 
everyone else is too busy efijoying to make 
much of the situation. insanely large por 
tions, too. Don't miss anything. with the 
French fries and homemade ketchup, the 
various savory pies, soups; salads — real- 
ly, anything 

NIKO’S RESTAURANT, 187 Harvard St 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, (617) 277 
2999. $4-$14. A rare find: actual Greek 
food at Greek prices and plenty of it. Dips 
like ultra-garlicky skordalia and subtle tara 
masalata. Cheap, huge spinach pies, gyro 
sandwiches. Full-flavored meatballs 
stuffed grape leaves, roast lamb, and real 
mashed potatoes. Very decent fried chick- 
en for the kids. Small but sincere 

OISHI, 612 Hammond St. (Chestnut Hill) 
Brookline, (617) 277-7888. $11-$17. The 
jewel box of advanced sushi, with. special 
items named after customers, served on a 
small sushi bar and single table. I'd make 
a rule always to eat in restaurants where 
the kitchen is bigger than the dining space 
if | knew of any offers. 

PHO LEMONGRASS, 239 Harvard St 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, (617) 731 
8600. $6-$25. A pretty and lively place 
bringing good Vietnamese food.to Brook 
line, especially the pho chicken soup, fried 
appetizers, vermicelli plates, and “lemon- 
grass tofu.” Have a smoothie for dessert 
or walk up to JP Licks 

SHALOM HUNAN, 92 Hasyard St 
line Village), Brookline, (617) °731 
Glatt kosher attempts at the « 
sic dishes of pork-loving China, succeed- 


Moak 
the stuffed omelet 
server seli you the 





sushi 


(Brook 
9778 









ing perfectly with the steamed sea bass 


and pretty wel 


with pan-fried dumplings 
umpiing 
and General Tso’s chicken 





mu shu vea 
chocolate cake for 


somewhat sweet-and- 


Nice service ar 





dessert offset a 
bland palate 

VIA VIA, 1032 Beacon St., Brookline 
(617) 264-2266. $5-$18. What we have 
here is an incredibly good pizza joint, in- 
side of which is a fine Middle Eastern 
restaurant trying to get out, and meanwhile 
serving superb lasagna. Don't miss the 
Via Via salad,” which does all of that with 


spinach, goat cheese, pine nuts, and 
dates, or the falafel, or that tiramisu on the 
counter 

VINNY TESTA’S, 1700 Beacon St., Brook 


line, (617) 277-3400. $6-$29. Like-forget-it 
portions of very ‘competent if uninspired 
red-sauce Italian food. A couple of clever 
such as serving a roast head of 
garlic instead of that wimpy olive oil with 
your bread basket, and making roasted 
vegetables a frequent side dish 

YEAH TAIPEI, 1030 Comm Ave, Brook- 
line, (617) 566-8888. $5-$9. A large 
nexpensive hangout evidently 
Taiwanese students, but also 
featuring good, cheap Japanese food 
Don't miss the scallion pancakes, the 
gyoza (and all other duniplings), and rice 
plates such as tempura and teriyaki; you 
pearl milk tea” for 


touches 


clean 
aimed at 


might even like the 


dessert 


APPETITO, 761 Beacon St. (Newton Cen- 
tre), Newton, (617) 244-9881. $10-$19 
Wildly popular, no-reservation café-bar with 
good Italian food and an interesting under- 
tone of what used to be called “Continental 
People dress informally, but eat nicely 
arranged salads and antipasti, al dente 
pasta, grilled specialties with real whipped 
potatoes, tortes, and tarts 

LE SOIR BISTRO, 51 Lincoln St. (Newton 
Highlands), (617) 965-3100. $19-$29. Le 
Soir is supposed to be a bistro, but the fla- 
vors, service, and prices all say French 
restaurant, and. a mighty fine one. The 
rooms are small enough to dress informally, 





If you're exhausted from all your frantic gift-buying, stop ~ 
into Sandrine’s Bistro (8 Holyoke Street, Cambridge) on 
December 14 for a holiday lunch. The 


cludes soup du jour, roasted chicken, 


bache de Néel for dessert, a 


with gingerbread-house-buildia 
event begins at noon; the cost 


* 





for children. Call (617) 497-5300. 


: 


but. the quality of the food makes it fun to 
dress up for the occasion. We were knocked 
out by the winter vegetable salad, monkfish 
and cobbier..for dessert, but you won't go 
wrong here, especially with salads and pas 
try. For example, the “rabbit pot pie” would 
be something with pastry 

PAPA RAZZI, 199 Boylston St. (Chestnut 
Hill Malt), Newton, (617) 527-6600. $9-$20 
(lunch, $5-$11). A modestly priced restau- 
rant serving particularly. good salads, al 
dente pastas, and pizzas. Also look for veal 
dishes and Tuscan sausage 

PHO PASTEUR, 300 Boylston St. (Atrium 
Mall), Chestnut Hill, (617) 928-0900. $7- 
$12. The crown jewel of the five-restaurant 
Vietnamese chain brings inexpensive noo- 
die soups and rice plates to an upscale mall 


Oh, you can pay more for drinks, wine, daily 
fusion entrées, and Western-style desserts 
but you won't miss anything with the elabo 
rate mixed appetizer, a bowl of beef noodle 
soup, a rice plate with one of the grilled 
meats with lemongrass, and a taro-tapioca 
custard for two served in @- coconute-Lots-for 
vegetarians, too 


CHEF LEE’S GOURMET CHINESE, 296-298 
Beacon St., Somerville, (617) 876-7666. $5- 
$13 (lunch, $4-$5). Chef John Lee, formerly of 
Café China, brings back the high-powered, dis- 
tinctively flavored Szechuan food of yore. Hot 
and authentic yu hsiang dishes, kangsho 
shrimp, and Ta Chien chicken. Even the rice 
has extra aroma. For a fried appetizer, try the 
shrimp-stuffed eggplants 

EAT, 253 Washington St., Somerville, (617) 776- 
2889. $13-$19. More homey than haute, this 
Union Square hole-in-the-wall is at its best with 
modern takes on American 
chops, catfish, and pear crisp. A pleasant, parlor 
ke room fills up with neighbors 
friendly vibe and the owner, Charlie, who circu- 
lates around the tables checking in on every 
one's dinner 

THE INDEPENDENT, 75 Ur 
Somerville, (617) 440-6021. $ 
like an Irish pub, and the servers he 
It, but the kitchen is into adapting the Frenct 
Classics to seasonal produce. Have an appetizer 
soup, the grilled local squid with chickpea fries 
seared scallops, and any dessert with ice cream 
If the wine list doesn't interest you, there are 12 
beers on tap. The initial crowd was very young 
but interested in senous dining 

JOHNNY D'S UPTOWN RESTAURANT, 17 
Holland St. (Davis Square), Somerville, (617) 
776-2004. $6-$14. Where else can you eat in- 
ventive, healthy food while sipping draft micro- 
brews and listening to Luther “Guitar Jr.” John- 
son? Try the conch fritters with sweet-potato 
fries, maverick grits, vegetarian dishes, anything 
Southern 

JOSHUA TREE, 256 Elm St. (Davis Square) 
Somerville, (617) 623-9910. $9-$15. It’s in Davis 
Square, but it's designed like a downtown trend 
ster bar, with industrial steel trim and waiters in 
black T-shirts. The menu is mostly by-the-num- 
bers bar food and Mexican stuff, but it does have 


faves like pork 


who like the 








With the holidays approaching, you might want to gear up 
for lots of eating and imbibing. Try a practice run at Les 


Zygomates Wine Bar & Bistro (129 South Street, Boston) on — 
December 17, when the restaurant continues its Tuesday- ~ 


night wine-tasting series. This week features wines of the 
Loire; sommelier Geoffrey Fallon entertains and educates, 
while chef lan Just prepares several hors d’oeuvres and 
offers a brief cooking demonstration. Seatings are at6 and | | 
8 p.m.; the cost is $25. Call (617) 542-5108. 











its moments pinto Deans; a 
that got our 
deers On tap. 


STELLINA, 47 Main St. (Watertown Square) 
Watertown, (617) 924-9475. $11-$19. Trendy 
Northern Italian food with counter-trendy 
pleasant service and reservations. Try any- 
thing grilled, anything stuffed, and your fa- 
vorite pastas. Appetizers and desserts are a 
notch above entrees, so consider a graze 
informal despite popularity; a loyal crowd 
with an academic tinge 


AL FORNO, 577 South Main St, Provi 
denée, Ri, (401) 273-9760. $9-$29. Big por 
tions .and hearty food are the rule at this 
famed haven for Northern Italian cuisine 
Pasta dishes are made to order; the grilled 
pizza is a traditional favorite. Well worth the 
trip 

DELFINO, 754 South St., Roslindale, (617 
327-8359. $11-$18. Joining Gusto in Roslin- 
dale Square is another Italian place equally 
comfortable with family favorites and chefly 
specials. You may be most amazed in the 
middie of the meal, with the fried calamari in 
a salad of field greens, the meltingly deli- 
cious pappardelle with grilled shrimp, and 
poached pears with a dash of honey. Delfino 
not only tastes like a combination of the 
North and South Ends; it looks like it as well 
EL SARAPE, 5 Commercial St., Braintree 
(Weymouth Landing), (781) 843-8005. $8 
$14. Amodest suburban storefront full of real 
Mexican flavors. The format and many dish 
es imitate Sol Azteca, but often improve on 


terrific mojo roas 


pork join mojo going. Thirty-tw 





the model, as with the black-bean soup, car 
nitas, and guacamole appetizers, and the 
fabulous churros for dessert. Not as pretty as 
the best Boston Mexican restaurants, but 
often tastier ood and cheap enough to justify 
a run from Providence 

EQUINOX GRILL, 61 Worcester Rd. (Rte 
9), Framingham, (508) 650-8887. $8-$18 
Free parking and great wine by the glass 
start your evening $35 cheaper at this excel- 
lent Natick bistro. The only thing suburban 
about it: the dining room is quiet. You don't 
even have to dress up. Ex-Abe & Louie's 
owner/chef Jeff Evans has some terrific 
steaks and chops, a lovely seafood risotto 
and some trick moves with desserts 

FLORA, 190 Mass Ave, East Arlington, (781 
641-1664. $16-$22 (brunch, $6-$13). Locat- 
ed.in.a renovated bank, the solo project of 
journeyman chef Bob Sargent is strong on 
grillwork and full of catchy touches, like the 
arugula-fennel-calamari salad, and the in- 
fefisely garlicked escarole under the leg of 
lamb 

GALA, 138 Mass Ave, Arlington, (781) 646- 
1404. $10-$18. In a cute corner space near 
Arlington Center, the menu takes a trip around 
the Mediterranean: salt cod from Portugal 
tapas trom Spain, and pastas from Italy. 
HARRY'S RESTAURANT, 149 Turnpike Rd 
(Route 9), Westborough, (508) 366-8302. $4- 
$18.:Harry’s combines the virtues of a great 
diner and a legendary clam stand, especially 
if you like belly clams, the signature dish. You 
can also get neat localisms like fries with 
Qfavy, a “zippy burger,” and an orange freeze 
to drink. Harry's Too next door has drinks and 
fine live music, but otherwise falls short 
KATAHDIN, 106 High St., Portland, ME 
(207) 774-1740. $14-$22. A terrific New 
American bistro in Portland, which is emerg- 
ing as the hippest of the reviving New Eng- 
land cities. Don't miss the crab and scallop 
dishes, the comfort food, or any of the several 
chocolate desserts 

LAYLA MEDITERRANEO BISTRO AND 
BAR, 323 Turnpike St., Canton, (781) 821- 
8881. $16-$22. Finally, a source for garlic and 
cumin south of Route 128. Excellent regional 
dishes from Spain, Southern France, Italy 
Greece, Lebanon, Turkey, Armenia, and North 
Africa, many innovatively prepared. Don't let 
the exterior scare you off 

ODESSA, 350 Washington St., Dedham 
(784) 467-0186. $12-$20 (lunch buffet $10). A 
pretty, even a little stuffy dining room with a 
considerable menu of Russian, Ukrainian, and 
contemporary food — it's hard to believe 
we're in Dedham. But when you are, feast on 
the surprisingly Mexican bronzed shrimp’and 
scallop skewers, the braised lamb plov 6r 
roast lacquered duck, and the almond tulipe. 
TUSCAN GRILL, 361 Moody St, Waltham 
(781) 891-5486. $14-$21. Actually focused on 
the wonderful food of Tuscany, actually fea- 
turing outstanding grilled squid, shrimp 
Steak, and duckling, this is the North Italian 
boutique restaurant that delivers more than it 
claims. Food good enough for tuxedos in a 
room informal enough for sweaters. Don't 
miss the gnocchi or the cacciucco (fish 
stew) in your rush for the grilled dishes. Ter- 
rific wines, too 
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FNXMAS 


FNX will be giving away 100 gifts of FNXmas 2" 


Be the right caller and you can pick up a gift from under the FNX tree. 
Then you re qualified to win the grand prize: a copy of every cd FNX 
( added to the playlist in 2002 & a trip for 2 to Cuervo Nation! 









For contest rules go to fnxradio.com 
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Riddlin’ kid 
Just who is Don Lennon? 
BY MIKE MILIARD 


on Lennon reclines diagonally in a 

booth at the Middle East restaurant. 
He turns and coughs, takes a weary pull 
from his Guinness, then speaks sotto voce, 
hardly audible over the clamorous blare of 
Motown. “I’m not really making fun of 
Dave Matthews. It’s hard to point to one 
line where | make fun of him. You just 
couldn’t do it.” 

On his third album, Downtown (Secretly 
Canadian), lifelong Bostonian Lennon 
sings no fewer than two catchy, irony-drip- 
ping songs about the Dave Matthews Band, 
the massively unit-moving grooyester gurus 
to America’s academe automatons. In “Re- 
ally Dave Matthews” (in which ex-Mor- 
phine man Dana Colley apes the baritone- 
sax squeals of DMB’s mountainous Leroi 


Singin’ in the Rain Uncle Vanya Jim Harrison 


with “Im- * 4 ie ee. | Moore), Lennon tells of a bored college kid 
pressions of Light: The French , | who’s exposed to the South African’s ubiq- 
Landscape from Corot to 
Monet,” which opens at the a , | 

... Museum of Fine Arts this nay * | talking on her bed, she accidentally 

.- Sunday. You might expect a ars Heng | Continued on page 20 

pleasant, edifying look at the a ae = 
effect of light on landscape in as “ah, a. _ 
French art — and the show 7 . HOT TIX 


delivers on that. But the art of e ' Phish, February 26 at the Worcester 
. Centrum: on sale Saturday at 10 a.m 


French landscape in the 19th 4 call (617) 931-2000. 
century isn’t about just light, Kaiju Big Battel, December 31 at the 


that had just freed itself from James Levine with the Boston 
J Symphony Orchestra, January 9 


Continued on page 14 , -—" ay sain health 206 tans 
il ‘ - i Tony Curtis in Some Like it Hot, January 14 through 19 at the Wang Theatre 
call (800) 447-7400 


Johnny Marr & the Healers, January 24 at the Paradise: call (617) 423-NEXT 


Mamma Mia!, January 25 through April 26 at the Colonial Theatre: call 
(617) 931-2787 


Big Head Todd and the Monsters, January 31 at Avalon: call (617) 423-NEXT. 


Ladysmith Black Mambazo, January 31 at Sanders Theatre: ca 
(617) 876-4275 


uitous dorm-room descants. (“She had 
Dave’s poster on her wall. When we were 


Shaolin Wheel of Life ry 31 and February 1 at Berklee Performance 
Center: call (617) 931-2 

Neil Finn and Rhett Miller, February 1 at Avalon: call (617) 423-NEXT 
Annie, Ja 28 through February 2 at the Wang Theatre: cal 

800) 4 


Mummenschanz, February 4 thr 


61 131.978 


Buena Vista Social Club presents Ibrahim Ferrer, February 7 


Orpheum: call (617) 876-4 

The Pretenders, February 8 at the Orpheum: call (617) 931- 

Ladytron and Simian, February 21 at the Paradise: call (617) 423-NEXT. 

y . aay 4 Blind Boys of Alabama, February 28 at the Somerville Theatre: call 
meee! §=| (617) 876-4275 

Robert Randolph and the Family Band, February 28 and March 1 at the 

Paradise: call (617) 423-NEXT. 

Joe Jackson Band, April 4 and 5 at the Paradise: call (617) 423-NEXT. 

Cher, May 2 at the Worcester Centrum: call (617) 931-2000 

Mel Brooks’s The Producers, June 17 through August 17 at the Colonial 

Theatre: call (617) 931-2787 


ALL “IMPRESSIONS OF LIGHT” IMAGES COURTESY OF THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON 
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By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 

















Singin’ at 50 


Hollywood's best — and funniest — musical 


BY STEVE VINEBERG 


mong the jewels that Arthur Freed’s 

musicals unit turned out at MGM in 

the "40s and ‘50s, Singin’ in the Rain 
(1952) is the Hope diamond. Set in Holly- 
wood in the late ’20s, at the moment when 
the unimaginable success of Warner Broth- 
ers’ The Jazz Singer sent the other studios 
into a desperate furor of nervous activity as 
they closed down all production of silents 
and wired their stages for sound, Betty 
Comden & Adolph Green’s screenplay bur- 
lesques the movie business with as much 
deadly accuracy and outrageous wit as 
anyone ever has. There they all are: the 
hamstrung mogul without an original 
thought in his head; the dyspeptic director 
in his beret and jodhpurs; the gushy 
columnist; the vain matinee idol thrown 
into a tailspin when someone suggests he 
may not be the world’s greatest actor; the 
territorial star threatened by the fresh 
faced ingénue who steals her thunder. And, 
of course, the narcissistic silent-movie diva 
who’s so dumb that she believes her own 
publicity. 

Jean Hagen’s Lina Lamont is hands 

down the most hilarious character in any 





tok kk | ee 
Singin’ in the Rain 


Directed by Stanley Donen and Gene Kelly. 
Written by Betty Comden and Adolph Green. 
Songs by Arthur Freed and Nacio Herb Brown. 
With Gene Kelly, Donald O’Connor, Debbie 
Reynolds, and Jean Hagen. Opens at the 
Arlington Regent Theatre this Wednesday, 
December 18. 








movie musical. She’s not the pro- 
tagonist, but the plot revolves 
around her. Forced to turn the lat- 
est costume vehicle for her and her 
co-star, Don Lockwood (Gene 
Kelly), into a talkie, Monumental 
Pictures struggles to find a way 
around her voice, which sounds 
like a cross between a crippled 
foghorn and radio static. Elocution 
lessons don’t make a dent in it, 
and she’s such a dope, she can’t 
even remember to talk into the mi- 
crophones the sound technicians 
have planted all over the set. The 
resulting picture, The Dueling 
Cavalier, is a fiasco when it’s pre 
viewed before an audience, in a se 
quence that still makes viewers 
sick with laughter. At the 11th 
hour, Don’s old vaudeville partner, 
Cosmo Brown (Donald O’Con 
nor), comes up with the answer: 
he invents lip-synching, and Don’s 
girlfriend, Kathy Selden (Debbie 
Reynolds), a rising contract player, 
lands the job of providing Lina La- 





mont’s voice. 

The credits list Kelly as co-di- 
rector, as on his other collabora 
tions with Stanley Donen, because 
he staged and shot the musical 
numbers, many of which are clas- 
sics. Freed had won an Oscar the 
year before for producing An 
American in Paris, which show- 
cased the music of George Gersh- 
win, and in Singin’ in the Rain he 








recycled a handful of tunes he and 
lyricist Nacio Herb Brown had 
penned at MGM in the early days 


Hossein & Zahr 


The children of Baran 


ajid Majidi’s sweet miniature of a ro- 
mance, Baran, which opens this Fri- 
day at the Museum of Fine Arts, cel- 
ebrates the love of two impoverished adoles- 
cents as they’re employed on a hellish work 
site in Tehran. Latif, an Iranian boy of Turk- 
ish descent, gets a mad crush on Baran, an 
Afghani refugee. 

“We had decided from the beginning that 
they wouldn’t speak, that 
their love is beyond the 
physical,” Majidi (The 
Children of Heaven, The 
Color of Paradise), a 
warm, intensely friendly 
man, explained when we 
conversed at last year’s 
Montreal World Film Fes- 
tival. For his movie to 
succeed, everything de- 
pended on the casting of his down-and-out 
Romeo and Juliet. 

For Latif, Majidi brought back Hossein 
Abedini, whom he had used in The Father 
(1996). Abedini is not a professional actor. 
“When I found him, he was 12 years old, 
had quit school, and worked in a fruit mar- 
ket. When The Father was screened, he was 
very happy, and he said, ‘I’m going to get fa- 
mous, and when a truck of watermelons ar- 
rives, everyone will buy from me!’ We en- 
couraged Hossein to go to school, but it’s 
now his 10th year still in the fruit market.” 











For Baran, however, Abedini took an ex- 
tended break from his regular job. Majidi 
continued, “He was asked to play a boy like 
himself, ethnically Turkish. But in life he’d 
lost his accent. For three months, he was a 
laborer among Turkish workers to get his ac- 
cent back.” When Baran came out, Abedini 
won a Best Actor award at a prestigious 
Iranian film festival. “There was resentment 
from many professional 
actors who complained 
it’s not serious to choose 
a non-actor. But at no 
time did Hossein get an 
attitude. He’s very sim- 
ple, never taken over by 
‘I’m a star.’” 

The casting of Baran 
was a complex saga, the 
search for “a girl not ex- 
actly beautiful but with something spiritual 
in her face. My assistants had all read the 
script, had video cameras. ‘Concentrate on 
the eyes!’, I told them. ‘I want someone very 
strong but with a tender look in the eyes.’ 

“We started the search in Tehran, with 
schools where mostly Afghanis go, and we 
looked for a month and a half. We couldn’t 
find anyone, so we went to the suburbs, to 
look among mostly peasants and workers. 
Then we decided to go to Mashad, near the 
border with Afghanistan, where there were 
two big Afghan refugee camps in the desert. 


WATER MUSIC: Gene Kelly's famous turn with the title tune 
is only one facet of the Hope diamond of MGM musicals 


I went to a camp director and asked, ‘Please 


can you get all girls, 13-16, to come to one 
place so I can look at them?’ The directo 
called them together with a loudspeaker, and 
| was on the side, watching a huge crowd, 
about 500 girls passing by. I saw this one 
girl with a black-and-white veil, and as she 
disappeared into the crowd, I thought, 
That’s her!’” 

Moments later, Majidi was standing be 
fore Zahra Bahrami. “She started to speak, 
and she had a very strong personality. She’d 
lived in camps since age one, but she was at 
school, and her knowledge of the region was 
amazing. She knew who I was and all the 
films I’d done. She’d seen me as an actor in 
some old films on television. We went in a 
car to meet her family, and they were ex- 
tremely nice and friendly. They had two 
rooms, a kitchen, a common bathroom out- 
side. As did every refugee family, they had a 
black-and-white TV. 

“The whole family of five came to Tehran. 
We got them an apartment, we found a 
school for her brothers and a private tutor 
for Zahra during the shooting. Her father 
acted in the film, playing one of the workers 
on the building site. And Zahra became like 
my daughter. She comes to me for advice 
and likes me very much. If she could go to 
the US, she’d be the best ambassador for 
Afghans.” 

And for Afghans in Iran? “They were very 
grateful for the film. When the photograph 
of Zahra as Baran came out in the newspa- 
pers, all the papers were sold out, because 
people glued the picture onto the walls of 
their apartments. It gave them a lot of 
pride.” 

Meanwhile, back on the set: when Baran 
was being shot, what happened off screen 
between these two young people, cast so 


of the talkies 
troduced as the finale of an all-star musical 
spectacle called Hollywood Revue of 1929, 
but in movie lovers’ minds it’s forever as- 
sociated with the image of Kelly swinging 
from a lamp post, umbrella in hand, and 
sloshing about merrily in several inches of 


lhe title song had been in 


rain water while proclaiming his new- 
found love for Debbie Reynolds 
The pas de deux for Don and 
Kathy, “You Were Meant for 
Me,” takes place on a sound- 
stage: it’s a tribute to the irre 
sistible artifice movies create to 
stylize romance. Donald O’Con 
nor, one of the two most gifted 
comic dancers in the history of 
movies (the other, Ray Bolger, 
also did his stint at MGM), 
cheers up his downhearted pal 
with a peerless piece of vaudevil- 
lean brio, “Make "Em Laugh,” 
that climaxes when he dances up 
the wall of a movie flat and som- 
ersaults off it. O’Connor and 
Kelly duet on “Fit As a Fiddle” 
and again on “Moses Supposes,” 
a tongue twister set to music 

And in “Good Morning” (bor 
rowed from the Judy Garland & 
Mickey Rooney Babes in Arms), 
O'Connor 


express their bottomless joy at 


Kelly and Reynolds 
solving the Dueling Cavalie: 
problem by dancing over an up 
ended sofa 

If choreographic athleticism 
was Kelly’s trademark, show-biz 
satire was Comden & Green's 
They would take on the Broadway 
musical in The Band Wagon the 
following year, and TV bathos in 
It’s Always Fair Weather 
Donen- Kelly picture, in 1955. But 
Singin’ in the Rain was their finest 
hour. It’s fitting that a new, 50th- 
anniversary restoration should 
open at the Regent mere weeks 
after Green’s death. Wherever he 
is, | hope he can hear the audi- 
ence roaring with laughte1 * 


another 








THAT’S HER! Majid Majidi took one 
look at Zahra Bahrami and knew he had 
his star. 


carefully, who look longingly but never 
touch or talk in the movie? 

Majidi smiled. “Zahra was always saying 
of Hossein, ‘He’s a much better actor than 
me,’ or ‘He’s a bad boy! He’s strange!’ It 
was subtle, but we felt that there was some- 
thing between them, even though in four 
months they never said a single word to each 
other. But they were looking! One day, it 
was freezing cold, so we told them to go to- 
gether into a room to get warm. After a time, 
my assistant said, ‘Come see!’ They were 
each in a corner of the room, looking away 
from the other at a wall!” x 


Gerald Peary can be reached at 
gpeary@world.std.com 































































BARAN 


In this trim, sentimental Iranian film by 
Majid Majidi (The Color of Paradise), a 
young construction worker discovers that 
the bungling colleague he can’t stand is in 
fact an Afghan refugee girl who has put on 
a boy's disguise in order to work in Tehran. 
The chaste manner in which the film un- 


covers her fraud will strike Western viewers | 


as quaint and charming, but no less so 
than the smitten hero's selfless efforts on 
the girl's behalf, which take up most of the 
film’s 90 minutes. 

Majidi’s rectilinear compositional style is 
definite and pleasant, though not interest- 
ing. Watching the hero peering at the hero- 
ine from around corners gets tiresome, and 
the use of slow motion in a chase se- 
quence seems overcalculated. But Majidi’s 
usual visual restraint pays off when the 
camera pulls back for a doll’s-house view 
of the construction site, or when your eye, 
drunk on drabness, finds relief in the few 
bright colors (like the green of the heroine’s 
chador) that bloom in the second half of 
the film. These formal triumphs are appro- 
priately discreet for a film that treats both 
its social-problem theme and its love story 
with such extreme reticence. In Farsi with 
English subtitles. (94 minutes) At the Mu- 
seum of Fine Arts Friday, Saturday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, and thereafter 
December 20 through 22 and 26 through 
28 and January 2. 

— Chris Fujiwara 


BEN HARPER: 
PLEASURE AND PAIN 


Singer-songwriter Ben Harper is as unclas- 
sifiable as that vague, all-purpose label 
would imply. Working as both a solo 
acoustic-guitar act and with his rock band 
the Innocent Criminals, he’s encompassed 
all manner of folk, rock, reggae, and funk. 
In fact, in this Danny Clinch film, he defines 
himself by the desire to remain undefined. 
A former still-photographer making his 
directorial debut, Clinch complements 
Harper's eclectic style, and hectic life on 
the road, with fast-paced editing and cam- 
era work. At first, that style mimics road life 
a little too closely, with cinematography 
that’s interesting, unsettling, and verging 
on nauseating. But the film eventually set- 
tles into a mix of concert footage and inter- 
views that put Harper's life and career in 





BEN #ARPER: his success story is 
heartening. 


perspective. Conversations between the 
subject and his family reveal a seeming ge- 
netic predisposition to music (his grandpar- 
ents owned a musical-instrument shop). 
Some of the more entertaining moments 
show Harper sparring with journalists a la 
Don't Look Back. Although he has six al- 
bums on major label Virgin, his radio-un- 
friendly success is shown to owe exclusive- 
ly to word of mouth. And whether or not 
you're a Harper fan, his success story in the 
midst of the music business’s current disar- 
ray is heartening. (92 minutes) /n the 
Coolidge Corner video screening room. 

— Emma Mcintyre 





| SHE WORKS HARD FOR THE MONEY: tiie question is, how much money will 


Maid in Manhattan make? 


MAID IN MANHATTAN 


As its title (a three-way pun, and the cleverest thing in the movie) suggests, Maid in Manhattan is 


trailers 








a product. Take the main ingredient, the fabulously popular Jennifer Lopez, put her in a shoddy 


retread of the already shoddy Pretty Woman, and add a cute little boy.and a cute older boy and a 
few cynical stabs at social consciousness. It should be a big hit, especially with its moral that the 


poor and despised among us are just the same as the rich and celebrated. After all, isn’t J.Lo a 


little of both? 


Here she’s Marisa Ventura, a domestic at a swank Manhattan hotel where the staff are encour- 
aged to be “invisible.” Shades of Ralph Ellison? Hardly. Marisa has upwardly mobile ambitions, so 
it takes only a little arm twisting from a co-worker to get her to try on a set of fancy duds discard- 


ed by a haughty guest and so be mistaken for a guest herself by Senate candidate Christopher 


Marshall (Ralph Fiennes). Director Wayne Wang, stung no doubt by the poor reception given his 


NC-17 fit of boldness The Center of the World, tries to freshen up this stinker through confusion 
and implausibility. It's never clear who's in on Marisa’s imposture — or why — so all the revela- 


tions and confrontations come off like foggy introductions at a dull cocktail party. And in a desper- 


ate attempt to fudge stereotype, Wang makes Marisa’s son, Ty (Tyler Garcia Posey), a fan of 
Richard Nixon and the liberal, womanizing Marshall a Republican. As for whether J. Lo can act, 


she looks equally hot in a maid’s uniform and a $5000 Dolce & Gabbana suit — and equally un- 


comfortable. (97 minutes) At the Boston Common, the Fenway, the Fresh Pond, and the Circle 


and in the suburbs. 


— Peter Keough 








sophomoric gesturing. These comedies 
are usually directed by a relative unknown 
(in this case Tom Brady, and we're not talk- 
ing the wunderkind QB), and they evapo- 
rate from the recesses of your mind before 
you exit the theater. Here, at least, there is 
some heartfelt, albeit well-worn, Wonderful 
Life lessoning about how you never appre- 
ciate what you have until you lose it. 

The title entity, virginal high-school sen- 
ior Jessica Spencer (a sassy, appealing 
Rachel McAdams), is indeed “hot”; what's 
more, she’s the captain of the cheerlead- 
ing squad, and she’s dating the football 
team’s quarterback. But following an en- 
counter with a pair of magic earrings, she 
wakes up in the 30-year-old body of 
Schneider's Clive. Jessica-as-Clive re- 
unites with her family by posing as a sensi- 
tive gardener, and she tries to get close to 
her boyfriend by taking up duty as a jani- 
tor. Only her clique of cheerleading gal 
pals know her secret — and they all want a 
peek at her pecker. The best part of the 
film comes when Jessica-as-Clive tries to 
remedy her parents’ lack of sexual activity. 
It’s not pretty, but it is Schneider's most 
fitting comedy in years. (101 minutes) At 
the Boston Common, the Fenway, the 
Fresh Pond, and the Circle and in the 
suburbs. 


— Tom Meek 


LA VERITE SI JE MENS 2/ 
YOU SHOULDN’T WORRY! 


In Thomas Gilou’s 1997 French-box-office 
hit La vérité si je mens/Would | Lie to 
You?, Eddie (Richard Anconina) was try- 
ing to pass so he could gain acceptance 
in Paris’s Garment District, where he 








Charles Stone, the director of the gritty 
crime drama Paid in Full, here delivers a 
formulaic yarn about a gifted hero who must 
overcome his Achilles’ heel in order to fulfill 
his dreams and win the woman of them. 
inner-city snare-drummer Devon (Nick Can- 
non) lands a scholarship to play in the 
marching band at Atlanta A&T (an obvious, 
if not flattering, reference to the black col- 
leges of the South). Making the squad, 
however, turns out to be a process more 
grueling than fraternity hazing or football 
tryouts. Needless to say, Devon is an in- 
stant all-star, though his showboating and 
his inability to read music threaten to derail 
him. 

Playing against his comic type, Orlando 
Jones gives a double-take-worthy perform- 
ance as the stoic professor helming the 
band. And Cannon charms, though he owes 
his effectiveness to the talented (and large- 
ly unknown) players he bounces off, includ- 
ing Leonard Roberts as his percussion 
rival, Zoe Saldana as the love interest, and 
Jones. The plot may have too many pitfalls 
and reprieves, but like 8 Mile it does save 
the best for last: the big battle between rival 
bands that’s settled by a shootout between 
the drum lines. The music, a twill of tradi- 
tional and hip-hop, is emotionally over- 
whelming, and the in-your-face choreogra- 
phy is nothing short of electrifying. (134 
minutes) At the Boston Common, the Fen- 
way, the Fresh Pond, and the Chestnut Hill 
and in the suburbs. 

— Tom Meek 





THE HOT CHICK 

The adorably bug-eyed Rob Schneider pops 
up in yet another SNL-alum-type comedy — 
that is, the kind whose preposterous prem- 
ise serves as a launching pad for a litany of 


Ps 4 a bby! 


see Rob Schneider's you-know-what. 
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THE HOT CHICK: Anna Faris, Rachel McAdams, and Maritza Murray all want to to 


hoped to make his fortune. He’s made the 
transition and then some in this sequel, 
but his thriving business is taking a beat- 
ing from the big discount chains, and 
when he tries to deal with them, they eat 
him alive. So this film is not so much 
about an outsider trying to enter a seclud- 
ed community as it is about a naive but 
tough troop of underdogs taking on the 
smug establishment. Given that the spot- 
light is more on his loutish colleagues 
than on the low-key Eddie, it’s hard at first 
to warm to the film, but their rough charm 
prevails, and the climactic scene, a tri- 
umph of costume design, is a comic gem. 
In French with English subtitles. (105 min- 
utes) Thursday at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
and thereafter December 22, 26, 27, and 
29 and January 2, 5, and 12. 

— Peter Keough 
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Vodka tonic 


A searing Vanya on Brattle Street 


BY CAROLYN CLAY 


r. Bob and Bill W. have nothing on Dr. 

Astrov and the title character in the 

American Repertory Theatre’s rain- 
and vodka-sloshed Uncle Vanya. In fact, the 
founders of Alcoholics Anonymous might 
view Chekhov's pitiable “Scenes from Coun- 
try Life” — as played here in a deep, dilapi- 
dated bunker buttressed by a chrome bar 
(complete with bartender), the characters 
drowning their sorrows to the point of stag- 
gering — as a cautionary tale. It’s not exact- 
ly the one that Chekhov wrote in 1899, when 
he aimed to capture both the weakness and 
the valor of the Russian gentry going down. 
But Hungarian director Janos Sz4sz’s pro- 





Uncle Vanya 


By Anton Chekhov. Translated by Paul Schmidt. Directed by Janos 
$zasz. Set by Riccardo Hernandez. Costumes by Edit Sziics. Lighting 
by Christopher Akerlind. Sound by David Remedios. With Karen 
MacDonald, Arliss Howard, Thomas Derrah, Will LeBow, Remo Airaldi, 
Phoebe Jonas, and Linda Powell. Presented by the American 
Repertory Theatre at the Loeb Drama Center through December 28. 


duction, which is vividly realized and acted if 
decidedly auteurist, burns with the despera- 
tion, both intellectual and sexual, of 
Chekhov's characters, who are stranded in 
time on their fraying provincial patch, in 
Riccardo Hernandez’s design a bleak tavern 
soup kitchen threatened by all sorts of satu- 
ration. 

Inspired by a 1979 film by Andrei 
Tarkovsky called The Stalker, Szsz’s Uncle 
Vanya is less an interpretation than an ex- 
pressionist vision. Chekhov's play, hanging 
by a dirty strand from the reality of Russian 


country life at the turn of the 20th century, 
seems almost Beckettesque, its populace di- 
sheveled hangers-on whose only business (as 
is said in the play) is to sleep, drink, eat, and 
be frustrated. In this merciless reading, 
everything is heightened, from the charac- 
ters’ drunkenness to their resentments to 
their sexuality. It’s as if the play had been 
turned inside out, masking even such sur- 
face pleasantness as the samovar and sum- 
mer weather. As this Vanya wanes its way to- 
ward September, a winter wind sounds and 
the characters appear wrapped up in wind- 
ing mufflers and blankets. 

Yet Chekhov's structure is adhered to. In 
the course of four acts, Vanya, the disillu- 
sioned caretaker of his late sister's estate, 
chafes under the 
pompous yoke of her 
widowed husband, the 
professor Serebriakov, 
who has retired to the 
rural outpost with his 
beautiful, idle young wife. 
Yelena bewitches not only 
the depressive Vanya but 
also the local doctor, As- 
trov, whose astringency 
extends to everything but saving the forests. 
And Vanya’s niece and the professor’s 
daughter, Sonya, pines for Astrov. Eventual- 
ly, amid the sloth and sexual tension and 
speculations about a better tomorrow, ludi- 
crous melodrama breaks out. Or as Marina, 
the old nurse yearning for a return to routine 
and dumplings, puts it: the geese cackle for 
a while and then they stop, leaving Vanya 
and Sonya to the tedious business of run- 
ning the farm until Heaven beckons. 

But in Szész’s hands, the sad gentility of 
Chekhov is stripped away and the charac- 


omic relief 


Spiked Eggnog has 


BY IRIS FANGER 


oor Santa! According to the quartet of 

zanies on parade in Spiked Eggnog, 

this year’s version of Centastage’s The 
Xmas Files, the weight-challenged senior cit- 
izen with a penchant for dressing in red has 
his problems. He’s lost his shirt in the stock 


a kick 


market, the elves and the reindeer are union- 
izing, and Harry Potter is treading on his 
tail, making him exchange the cup of kind- 
ness for something stronger. And the letters 
he barks into his dictating machine to be 
sent to kiddies around the world are certain 
to be banned at Boston’s city limits because 
of their language and nasty intent 


PICTURE PERFECT? 7 hie sight gags are more consistently on target than the lines. 


SEXUAL DANGER AND DESPERATION: Arliss Howard 


pleads his case to Linda Powell. 


ters’ interactions and frustrations become 
tinged with violence. Subtext is translated 
into action, as when Vanya tips Serebriakov 
out of his wheelchair or the professor, bid- 
ding an ostensibly civil farewell to Astrov, 
who has all but bedded his wife, throws a 
drink in his face. The translation, by the late 
Paul Schmidt, lacks neither pith (Vanya calls 
Serebriakov a “moldy mackerel with a col- 
lege degree”) nor poetry (Vanya’s love for 
Yelena is a “ray of sun falling into a black 


So it goes with the beloved Christmas cus- 
toms that get sent up by writer-performers 
Jan Davidson, John Kuntz, Rick Park, and 
Julie Perkins, who turn a collective, sardonic 
eye on our holiday habits in this fast-paced 
revue. Whether it’s a black-hearted mime 
version of the Virgin birth or the Bette Davis 
flick All About Eve performed by the second 
grade at St. Mary’s School as a Christmas 


hole”). And the performances, particularly 
by Thomas Derrah as a dissipated, viciously 
bereft Vanya and Arliss Howard as a quizzi- 
cal, sexually dangerous Astrov (in whom 
there is an odd smack of Fiddler on the 
Roof), are edgy and strong. 

As Yelena, Linda Powell is not so much in- 
dolent as voluptuous, particularly in contrast 
to Phoebe Jonas’s childlike Sonya, who’s so 
touching in her eager re- 
capitulation of Astrov’s 
views and her final, 
faith-embracing coda 
Whether or not “mer- 
maid’s blood” pulses in 
Powell’s mixed-message- 
sending siren, who looks 
exotic in her wine-and 
black finery, something 
does. This unusually ro- 
bust Yelena, sexual 
charge leaking out of her 
in physical tasks (at one 
point she moves a piano) 
or hysterical laughter, is 
less hothouse flower 
than Hedda Gabler. 

So much for 
Chekhov's gentle, inef- 
fectual souls, then. The 
mordant humor mined 
here is more harsh than 
humane, and that’s not 
exactly right, though the 
production, like the play, 
juggles heartbreak and 
pained comedy. Some of 
the directorial overlay 
seems unnecessary to 
this fan of Chekhov 
straight up (do we need to see the obviously 
suicidal Vanya try to hang himself?). But 
whatever qualms one may have about super- 
imposing one sensibility on another, there is 
no doubt that Sz4sz, whose previous ART 
outings include indelible and forcefully acted 
(if also presumptuous) productions of Moth- 
er Courage and Her Children and Marat 
Sade, is a director of daring. It’s hard to 
imagine Uncle Vanya’s getting a makeover 
more startling yet of a piece = 


stage quarters of the BCA’s Black Box. 
Kuntz also scores as a lounge-lizard vo- 
calist singing “I Don’t Remember Christ- 
mas,” in which he denies having a broken 
heart; he’s accompanied on a miniature key- 
board by his mother (Davidson), who 
hunches her shoulders in time to the music 
and rolls her eyes in maternal bliss at her 
son’s performance. Park nails the preten- 





pageant, the gloves are off 
and the actors come out 
swinging. 

Dressing in drag is one 
predominant theme — in- 
deed, it’s the tie that binds 
the trio of longer sketches 
that anchor the revue: 
“Santa’s Angels,” “All 
About Xmas Eve,” and “4 
Girls 4.” Kuntz is simply 
stunning in a bright or- 
ange jumpsuit topped by a 
Goldilocks wig; he’s ri- 
valed only by Park in a 


The Xmas Files li/ 

A Holiday Boogaloo 
Written and performed by Jan 
Davidson, John Kuntz, Rick Park, and 
Julie Perkins. Directed by Curt Miller. 
Set by April Bartlett. Costumes by 
Nicole Lyons. Lighting by Darren 
Evans. Sound and original music by 
Rick Brennér. Presented by 
Centastage in the Black Box Theater 
at the Boston Center for the Arts 
through December 21. | 


sions of the Brits who 
think they own the upper 
crust in “Santa’s Angels,” 
and Perkins is terrific as 
the bitchy parochial- 
school girl diva in the 
Kuntz-written “All About 
Xmas Eve.” Kuntz’s “All | 
Want for Christmas .. . ” 
has Santa looking for 50 
ways to lose his lover, 
who turns out to be the 
Tooth Fairy (Perkins in a 
strapless pink tutu and 
wings); a rewrite may be 








floor-length silver-span- 
gled skirt and tube top with metallic hearts 
placed over each boob, courtesy of costume 
designer Nicole Lyons. Although no one is 
credited with the hysterical assortment of 
wigs that enhance each costume change, K- 
Mart comes to mind. 

Like all such enterprises, this one has its 
ups and downs — from the star atop the 
on-stage (plastic, of course) Christmas tree 
to the mattresses slung on the floor for a 
British teeny-boppers’ slumber party. The 
sight gags are more consistently on target 
than the lines — imagine Kuntz as a dumb- 
bunny blonde on a skateboard with a life of 
its own. Much of the humor comes from the 
quick changes that are in themselves a bit of 
a holiday miracle given the cramped back- 


in order to develop this 
promising situation. Park’s playlet “Santa’s 
Angels” and his finale, “4 Girls 4,” are 
spoofs of two of the most familiar of female 
sisterhoods: the girl-detective squad and the 
best-friends-forever schoolgirls (so familiar 
from the Malory Towers boarding-school 
books by Enid Blyton). The stage picture is 
particularly potent in “4 Girls 4,” which 
puts its nubile foursome in identical nighties 
as they cavort through a pajama party while 
wondering who has “done it” and with 
whom. 

And if the visuals deliver more surprises 
than the dialogue in this review, never mind. 
Under-spiked eggnog is better than none at 
holiday time, at least as offered by these 
consummate clowns. a 












BY CAROLYN CLAY 


he logo for The Tale of the Allergist’s 
Wife is a cartoon by frequent Neu 
Yorker contributor R. Chast, which 
promises a deadpan drollery redolent of, 
, Fran Lebowitz. But the Tony-nominat 
ed comedy is the work of camp classicist 


Say 


Charles Busch sticking a foot into the main 
stream, and it stars not men in drag but Va 
lerie Harper. Indeed, the play, about a well 
intentioned, would-be-intellectual Upper 
West Side matron undergoing a midlife 
meltdown in a $900,000 co-op on Riverside 
Drive, reads more like an extended Rhoda 
episode than Vampire Lesbians of Sodom, 
which is a more typical representative of the 
Busch ceuvre. The stage equivalent of Easy 
Listening, it’s savvy enough to put a likely 
segment of the theatergoing audience front 
and center. Indeed, the best jokes involve 
the cluttered cultural agendas of game, edu- 
cated, Jewish, Manhattanite arts boosters; 


Harper's ferry 


The Allergist’s Wife is for Rhoda rooters 


included is an Irish all-male Oresteia being 
performed at BAM. Would that Busch had 
cooked up that, with all its clog-dancing, 
cross-dressing possibilities, rather than this 
tepid, albeit stylishly served, stew of low 
farce and high sophistication. 

The play did find its audiet 
York, where the Manhattan Theatre Club 
production transferred to Broadway and ran 
first with Linda Lavin and 
hat 
in the 
course of two hours and several costume 
from being beached on her couch 


ce in New 


almost two years, 
then with Harper in the lead 1 
would be Marjorie Taub, who 


ole 


travels, 





changes, 
a victim of bad hair and severe depression, 
to expensively clad empowerment 
Busch grew up on the Upper West Side, 
and to his credit, he seems to appreciate, 
rather than denigrate, the rich, jobless Mar 
jorie, with her saintly physician husband, 
Jewish-maternal cross to bear, coop-flown 
children, multitudinous shopping bags, and 
equally numerous literary enthusiasms. In- 
__.. deed, the parallels between Mar- 





The Tale of the Allergist’s Wife 


January 12. 





By Charles Busch. Directed by Lynne Meadow. Set by Santo 
Loquasto. Costumes by Ann Roth. Lighting by Christopher 
Akerlind. Sound by Bruce Ellman and Brian Ronan. With Anil 
Kumar, Valerie Harper, Mike Burstyn, Sondra James, and 
Jana Robbins. Presented.by Broadway in Boston and the 
Huntington Theatre Company at the Wilbur Theatre through 


jorie’s journey and that of her 
spiritual hero, Herman Hesse’s 
Siddhartha, are rather droll. 

But the catalyst that lifts Mar- 
jorie from the slough of despond, 
where she has landed after a fit of 
smashing cartoon-character 
figurines in the Disney Store, is 
just too convenient. A long-lost 














theater 


childhood friend shows up, ostensibly 
knocking on the wrong apartment door, and 
stays to regale Marjorie with her exciting, 
Zelig-like life, 
inspiring Andy Warhol to paint soup cans to 
introducing Princess Di to the land-mine 
Cause 
as Lillian Greenblatt has renamed herself, 
quickly has Marjorie back to expanding her 
horizons. And in the play’s funniest scene, 
before Marjorie and husband 
Ira begin to suspect that 
she’s a con artist, she sets 
not only Marjorie but also 
the faithful allergist heavy 
breathing with promises of a 
“divine pan-sexuality” that 
despite bourgeois reserva 
tions and exaggeratedly 
they take het 
up on. In its broad sweep, 
though, the 
tle take on John Guare’s Six 
Degrees of Separation, with 
Mogen David replacing 
Chardonnay 
Still, if The 
lergist’s Wife 


dropped jaws 


i less sub 


» play is 


ale of the Al- 
» adds up to lit 
tle more than a rather obvi 
ous commercial comedy, it 
is turned out well. Santo 
Loquasto supplies a lavish 
yet warm and slightly funky apartment set 
with lots of wood and books. Ann Roth's 
costumes, especially for Lee, are elegant 
yet amusing. And the players, given that 
they’ re shackled to Stereotypes, prove, 
under Lynne Meadow’s direction, almost 
balletic in the broad-comic moves and 
takes. Harper has always been likable, and 
so she is here, even when blaring, in her 
highly identifiable Rhoda blat, about get- 
ting Dr. Kevorkian to kill her bowel-ob- 


which has run the gamut from 


Che breezily accomplished Lee Green, 


SIT-COM THEATER? Anchored by likable \ 
Harper (second from left), the play reads like an extended 
epise de of Rhoda. 


sessed mother. No, 
Frieda, who lives in the same building 
is therefore able to pop in on a regular 


not Nancy Walker but 


basis, metal cane and pocketbook in hand 


to deliver blunt pronouncements and dis 


patches from the intestinal front 
Mike Burstyn is all relaxed cheer as 


teach, 


from a lucrative practice to 
part” 


pive, 


alerie 


proposed ménage makes him want to run. 


the 


genial if self-regarding Ira, who has retired 


and can’t decide in which direction a 


im 








and 





Anil Kumar is similarly upbeat as the helpful 


doorman (not Carlton), Mohammed. 


Jana 


Robbins brings a breezy, ingratiating sophis- 


tication and just a touch of wackiness to 
Lee, 
far-flung life like dizzyingly mounting 
crumbs of Who's Who 


as Frieda, provides a more scatological 


Golden Girls presence. But, hey, isn’t that 


the wrong sit-com? 
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Alien nation 


Ronan Noone blows back in 


BY JEFFREY GANTZ 


Celtic tiger stalks through Ronan 

Noone’s The Blowin of Baile Gall 

but it’s not the same Celtic tiger that’s 
brought Ireland a modicum of economic 
prosperity over the past decade. Rather, it’s 
the tiger’s worth of anger that’s welled up in 
the Irish heart over millennia, the legacy of 
provincialism, invasion, colonial rule, and 
grinding poverty. The Blowin of Baile Gall 
lets it loose, and if the play doesn’t quite 
frame Ireland’s fearful symmetry, it does 
show fearful promise in the no-holds-barred 
premiere production that’s now up at the 
Boston Playwrights’ Theatre. 

A native of An Clochan, in the west of 
Galway, Noone came to the States in 
1994 and has studied with Derek Walcott 
at Boston University. The Blowin of Baile 


NO WELCOME WAGON: Bi// Meleady tells Aaron Pitre 


where he can — and : 


Gall is the middle play of a Connemara 
trilogy that began with The Lepers of Baile 
Baiste (which got its professional premiere 
from Stgan Theatre last month) and will 
conclude with The Gigolo Confessions of 
Baile Breag (its premiere is set for this 
June). The three mythical Connemara vil- 
lages have suggestive names: “baiste” 
plays off the Irish words for “rain” and 
“baptism”; “bréag” means “falsehood.” 
‘Gall” is the word for “foreigner,” and 
that’s also what Noone means by 
“blowin,” a person who blows in from an- 
other part of the world which includes 
any other part of Ireland. 

But identifying the “blowin” of Baile Gall 
isn’t as easy as it might seem. The setting is 
the kitchen of a house that’s being renovat- 
ed for a wealthy English couple. Of the 
construction crew, Eamon and Molly were 
born and bred in the area, but Stephen is 
an orphan who's 
been there “only” 
15 years, and 
Sam (the general 
contractor, or 
“GC”), who grew 
up im Baile Gall, is 
back after spend- 
ing the past 20 
years in America. 
Then there’s Lau- 
rence, a young 
black man from 
Africa who may be an illegal immigrant. 
Sam has room for another worker, and 
Eamon wants his cousin Bulldog to get the 
job, but instead of taking care of “his own,” 
Sam gives it to Laurence (whom he re- 
names Lionel), in part at least because 
Laurence’s dodgy status enables Sam to 
offer reduced wages. 

The renovated house that Laurence 
(Stephen? Sam?) blows in to is an obvious 


The renovated house that 
the outsiders blow in to is 
an obvious metaphor for 
lreland, and it’s not in good 
shape. But can it be rebuilt 
without “blowin” help? 





The Blowin of Baile Gall 


By Ronan Noone. Directed by Wesley Savick. 
Set by Richard Chambers. Costumes by Gail 
Astrid Buckley. Lighting by Mark Lanks. 
Sound and original music by Haddon Kime. 
With Bill Meleady, Ciaran Crawford, Derry 
Woodhouse, Susan B. McConnell, and Aaron 
Pitre. At the Boston Playwrights’ Theatre 
through December 22. 








metaphor for Ireland, and it’s not in good 
shape. Eamon, who drinks on the job and 
is on the dole even though he’s working, is 
rabid about Laurence: “I don’t need no 
es bastards comin’ over here takin’ my 
job, dirtin’ our streets, stealin’ from us and 
sleepin’ with our women.” Molly used to go 
out with Eamon, but she got sick of him 
and took up with Stephen, a recovering al- 
coholic and fledgling 
born-again Christian 
who’s becoming as shy 
of sex as he is of drink. 
Sam’s American wife 
isn’t happy in Baile Gall, 
and he’s been caught 
kissing the English lady, 
Mrs. Bull (subtlety isn’t 
always Noone’s strong 
point). Then there’s the 
bad blood between 
Eamon and Sam that 
goes back to their par- 
ents’ battle for the vil- 
lage’s general-store 
trade. It turns out that 
this house used to belong 
to Eamon’s mother, and 
in his eyes it should be 
his now. 

At the Boston Play- 
wrights’ Theatre, the house is every bit the 
mess it should be; you wonder whether it'll 
ever get restored. There are precise details 
in the box of Barry’s Gold Blend tea and the 
bag of “siticra” (sugar), though the West- 
meath Independent is another “blowin.” 
The four Irish characters are played by Irish 
actors. Bill Meleady is too good for words 
as a naturally menacing Eamon. Ciaran 
Crawford rocks obsessively before turning 
truculent as Stephen. Derry Woodhouse as 
Sam carries off a similarly difficult transi- 
tion from overbearing boss (“No problemo” 
is a favorite expression) to regular guy. And 
Susan B. McConnell brings both kindness 
and good sense to Molly, who despite hav- 
ing been the prettiest girl in the village can’t 
find a decent guy. 

As for Aaron Pitre, if he’s a touch callow 
in the heavyhanded role of Laurence, that 
may be because he has to stand in for 
every kind of 
outsider. Noone’s 
metaphors mostly 
serve him well, 
like the Irish 
house that can’t 
be rebuilt without 
“blowin” help, or 
the black car that 
stands for every 
kind of outside 
threat: immigra- 
tion inspectors, 
dole inspectors, the King twins from Carna 
who want to beat up Eamon. But the play- 
wright’s plotting lets him down in the sec- 
ond act, where the many confrontations 
turn drama into melodrama, and the last 
scene is as puzzling as that of Baile Baiste, 
both improbable and overloaded. The blue- 
print could use a little work, but it’s re- 
freshing to see how Noone keeps airing 
out the Old Sod. & 
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Sun 3+6 | Info+Group Sales 617.426.6912 
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ARLINGTON'S SHOW PLACE OF ENTERTAINMENT 


THE REGENT THEATRE 


7 Medford St., Arlington 781-646-4849 www.regenttheatre.com 
- ilar Demand! 


December 26-31 ing-a-Lon@ 


ket 


Exclusive Area Engagemer Back By Pop 


| evabe 18-25 
Singin Gn be # Rain 





to Paty Cline! 


)MING JAN 18 & 19: Sandy Martin 


(_s. Have Your Holiday Party at the REGENT! 
N Gift Certificates Available! 


DEC. 5-22, 2002 
CALL 617-358-PLAY 


OR GO TO WWW BU.EDU/BPT 


THE, BOSTON PLAYWRIGHTS’ THEATRE 
949 COMMONWEALTH AVE... BOSTON 
GREEN B LINE TO PLEASANT ST, WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 


roe rosnijarious 4 


SHEAR MADNESS 
BOSTON'S UPROARIOUS WHODUNIT 


SPECIAL HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: 
CHRISTMAS NIGHT at & 
Dec 26 at 2& 8; Dec 27 at 8; 
Dec 28 at 6:30 & 9:30 
Dec 29 at 3&7:30; Dec 30 at 8; 
NEW YEAR’S EVE at 546 


Reo Peres: Tue-Fe B; Sar 6:30 & 9:30; Sun 3 & 7:30 


Charge tickets & gift certificates: 617-426-5225 











@ ACTORS WORK VI: SCENES 
FROM AMERICAN THEATRE. Ted 


| Kazanoff is at the helm of this Equity 
| Members’ Project Code production 

| which features local acting pros in 
| scenes from the plays of Arthur 
| Miller and Tennessee Williams. Willy 
| Loman, meet Blanche Du Bois. At 
| the Boston Playwrights’ Theatre, 
| 949 


Commonwealth Avenue, 
Boston, December 14 and 15. Cur- 


| tain is at 2 p.m. on Saturday and at 


7 p.m. on Sunday. Free and open to 


| the public; donations accepted 


@® ALICE’S ADVENTURES UN- 
DERGROUND. Underground Rail- 
way Theater presents its original 
adaptation of Lewis Carroll's tale of 
a girl who goes down a rabbit hole, 
here dubbed a “comic Carroller- 
coaster ride that traces an adult 
Alice’s re-entry to childhood.” Greg 
Smucker directs the Debra Wise/ 
Wes Sanders adaptation, with origi- 
nal music by Mission of Burma vet 


| Roger Miller rendered by keyboard 
| and accordion player Evan Harlan 
Three performers, aided by “daz 


zling puppets,” perform all the roles. 


| At Durrell Hall at the Cambridge 


Family YMCA, 820 Massachusetts 


| Avenue, Cambridge (781-643 


6916), December 20 through 29 


| Curtain is at 3 p.m. (December 27 


only) and 7:30 p.m. on Friday and at 
3 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday; 


| there are additional 3 p.m. matinees 


on Monday December 23 and 
Thursday December 26. Tix $12.50; 


| $9.50 for children under 12; $5 dis- 


count for families of four or more 
@ ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL. 
The MIT Community Players take 


| on Shakespeare's problem comedy, 
| whose heroine would fit right into 


Smart Women, Foolish Choices. At 
Kresge Little Theater, 48 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, Cambridge (617-253- 
2530), through December 14. Cur- 
tain is at 8 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday. Tix $10; $8 for MIT com- 
munity, seniors, and other students; 
$6 for MiT/Wellesley students 

@ BACK FROM BROADWAY. Her- 


| shey Felder, whose George Gersh- 


win Alone was a runaway hit this 
summer and fall at the Loeb Drama 
Center, teams up with Broadway 
leading man James Barbour (Beau- 
ty and the Beast, Jane Eyre) to 
present an evening of biographical 
confidences and musical-theater 
standards. The personal part of the 


| show is cliché’d and self indulgent 


But Felder repeats his dramatic as 


| sault on Gershwin's “Rhapsody in 
| Blue,” and Barbour offers spectacu- 


lar vocals, particularly on Billy 
Bigelow’s “Soliloquy,” from Carousel, 
and “Molasses t’Rum,” from 1776. At 
the Stuart Street Playhouse, 200 
Stuart Street, Boston (800-447 

7400), through January 19. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. on Monday (December 
23 and 30 only), Tuesday (no per- 
formance December 24, and De- 
cember 31 it's at 7 and 10 p.m.), 
Wednesday (no performance De- 
cember 25 or January 1), Thursday, 
and Friday, at 5 and 8 p.m. on Satur- 
day, and at 3 and 7 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $29.50 to $49.50. 

@ BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. The 
elaborate Broadway reproduction of 
the Disney animated film, replete 
with beautiful Belle, her hirsute hero, 
the Oscar-winning Ashman & 
Menken score, and a house full of 
singing.and dancing crockery 

comes back to town, inviting you to 
“be our guest.” At the Colonial The- 
atre, 106 Boylston Street, Boston 
(617-931-2787), through January 4. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 1 and 6:30 p.m. on Sunday 
Tix $25 to $72. 

@ THE BLOWIN OF BAILE GALL. 
Hot on the heels of The Lepers of 
Baile Baiste comes the second play 
in Boston University-trained Irish 
playwright Ronan Noone’s “Baile” 
trilogy. At Boston Playwrights’ The- 
atre, 949 Commonwealth Avenue, 
Boston (617-358-7529), through 
December 22. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday, and at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $20; $15 for seniors 
and students with ID. (Jeffrey 
Gantz's review is on page 8.) 

@ BLUE MAN GROUP. It would be 
difficult and unfair to try to catalogue 
all the antics of the Drama Desk 


Award-winning trio of cobalt-painted | 
| Sunday. Tix $24 to $62. 


bald pates who have settled into 
long runs Off Broadway and at the 
Charles Playhouse. They begin their 
delightful and deafening evening of 





| stice this year features folk music, | 


theater 


lay 





COMPILED BY CAROLYN CLAY 





anti-performance art beating drums 
that are also deep buckets of paint, 
so that sprays of color jump from the 
instruments like breaking surf, and 
end by engulfing the spectators in 
tangles of toilet paper. Go experi- 
ence it. At the Charles Playhouse, 
74 Warrenton Street, Boston (617- 
426-6912), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Wednesday, at 5 and 
8 p.m. on Thursday, at 7 and 10 p.m 
on Friday, at 4, 7, and 10 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 3 and 6 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $43 to $53; $21.75 ob- 
structed-view seating, available at 
the box office and Bostix day of per 
formance 
@ BLUES FOR AN ALABAMA 
SKY. The Our Place Theatre Project 
stages Pearl Cleage’s Depression- 
set story of down-on-her-luck Cotton 
Club singer Ange! Allen, who gets 
dumped by her gangster boyfriend 
and fired from her job, and her ho- 
mosexual friend Guy Jacobs, “who 
dreams of designing the perfect 
costumes for Josephine Baker.” Pre- 
sented by Our Place Theatre Project 
at the Boston Center for the Arts, 
539 Tremont Street, Boston (617- 
426-2787), through December 21 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Wednes- 
day and Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Fri- 
day, and at 4 and 8 p.m. on Satur- 
day. Tix $24. 
@ BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAY- 
ER’S HIGH-SCHOOL REUNION. 
Renee C. Farster directs this “queer 
parody of the hit TV series” that's 
written by Farster, Kim Hoff, Brian 
Jewell, Karen “Mal” Malme, and 
Jess Martin. “Fight scenes, dance 
sequences, and even a Vampire Boy 
Band” are promised. Presented by 
Queer Soup Productions at Theater 
1, 731 Harrison Avenue, Boston 
(617-290-6809), through December 
21. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday. Tix $20; $15 for 
seniors and students 
@ A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Trinity 
Rep leads the annual attack of the 
killer Scrooges. Mark Sutch directs 
the high-flying adaptation by Adrian 
Hall and Richard Cumming; Brian 
McEleney and Stephen Berenson 
alternate as the bad guy who turns 
good after a spirited evening. At 
Trinity Repertory Company, 201 
Washington Street, Providence, 
Rhode Isiand (401-351-4242), 
through December 28. Curtain is at 
7 p.m. on Tuesday (December 24 it's 
at noon and 5 p.m.); at 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday (no show December 
25), Thursday, and Friday; at 
11 am., 2 p.m., 5 p.m., and 8 p.m. 
(December 28 it’s at 8 p.m. only) on 
Saturday; and at 11 a.m. and 2, 5, 
and 8 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $33 to | 
$48; $16 for children under 12 De- 
cember 26 through 28 and at 
11 a.m. shows. The tightwad cruis- 
ing for conversion also humbugs his 
way through Dickens's tale at the 
Stoneham Theatre, in a production 
featuring holograms, a giant puppet, 
and traditional carols. Dale Place 
plays Scrooge, with Diego Arcinie- 
gas as Marley's ghost, in this third 
annual outing of the show. At the 
Stoneham Theatre, 395 Main Street, 
Stoneham (781-279-2200), through 
December 22. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $25 to $35; $4 discount for sen- 
iors; half-price for students. Victorian 
carols and popping special effects 
are among the attractions of the an- 
nual North Shore Music Theatre | 
i 


| edition of the Dickens classic, in an 


adaptation by Jon Kimbell, David 
James, and David Zoffoli that’s di- 
rected by Greg Ganakas. David Cof- 
fee returns for the 11th year as 
Scrooge. At the North Shore Music 
Theatre, 62 Dunham Road, Beverly 
(978-232-7200), through December 
22. Curtain is at 7 p.m. on Wednes- | 


| day, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 2 and 


8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on | 


@ THE CHRISTMAS REVELS. The 
annual celebration of the winter sol- | 


dance, songs, and rituals from Ar- 
menia and present-day Georgia 
Guides include award-winning actor 
Paula Plum and Armenian singer 
Haig Faniants, who plays Sayat 
Nova (“King of Songs”), an “18th- 
century Armenian troubadour who 
served the king of Georgia at Tbilisi.” 
Also on the bill: the Arev Armenian 
Folk Ensemble, the Ararat Chorus, 
the Pomegranate Children, the Sol 
stice Mummers, the Pinewoods 
Morris Men, the Cambridge Sym 
phonic Brass Ensemble, and circus 
performer Sam Johnson, “who'll 
walk ‘the tightrope of Order and 
Chaos, an Armenian tradition that 
celebrates the New Year.” Patrick 
Swanson directs, with music direc 
tion by George Emien. At Sanders 
Theatre in Harvard University's 
Memorial Hall, 45 Quincy Street, 
Cambridge (617-496-2222), through 
December 29. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday (with a 3 p.m. matinee De- 
cember 27), at 3 and 8 p.m. on Sat- 
urday, and at 1 and 5 p.m. on Sun- 
day (no evening performance De- 
cember 29); there’s also a Monday 
7:30 p.m. performance December 
23. Tix $18 to $40; $12 to $32 for 
children under 12. 

@ CLOAK AND DAGGER. Dan Mil- 
stein directs this collaboratively cre- 
ated, highly physical original pro- 
duction, “a comic suspense journey 
about globetrotting spies.” The hero 
is a once-ace detective demoted to 
custodian. Presented by Rough & 
Tumble Theatre at the Boston Cen- 
ter for the Arts, 539 Tremont Street 
Boston (617-426-2787), through 
December 21. Curtain is at 8 p.m 
Thursday through Saturday and at 
2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $10 

@ COPENHAGEN. Trinity Repertory 
Company artistic director Oskar Eu- 
stis is at the helm of Britisher 
Michael Frayn's Tony-winning exam- 
ination of the 1941 meeting, in the 
city of the title, between physicists 
Niels Bohr and Werner Heisenberg 
that may or may not have changed 
the course of the world. The play 
draws on Heisenberg’s famous Un- 
certainty Principle to present differ- 
ent possible versions of the en- 
counter between Danish physicist 
Bohr and his one-time acolyte, 
who's now the head of Hitler's atom- 
ic-bomb program. Timothy Crowe, 
Anne Scurria, and Stephen Thorne 
make up the cast. At Trinity Reperto- 
ry Company, 201 Washington 
Street, Providence, Rhode Island 
(401-351-4242), through January 
19. Curtain is at 7 p.m. on Tuesday 
(no performance December 24 or 
31), at 8 p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday (no performance December 
25; and there are Wednesday 2 p.m. 
matinees on December 18 and Jan- 
uary 8), at 2 p.m. (December 28 and 
January 4 and 18) and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 2 and 7 p.m. (no 
evening performance January 19) 
on Sunday. Tix $33 to $48. 

@ DEATHTRAP. Andrew Arthur di- 
rects this student production of Ira 
Levin's 1978 Broadway hit, a comic 
thriller about a mystery writer run 
dry who plots to steal the work of a 
former student and then kill him. At 
least, that’s how it looks in the first 
act. At Winthrop House, Harvard 
University campus, Cambridge 
(617-496-2222), through December 
15. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday 
and Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. on Satur- 
day, and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $7; 
$5 for students. 

@ ENCORE! The Boston-based 
Chamber Repertory Theatre, which 
tours the country with its adapta- 
tions of classic short stories intend- 
ed for high-school audiences and 
others, makes a home-town stop. 
On the program are Edgar Allan 
Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart,” Guy de 
Maupassant’s “The Necklace,” 
Washington Irving's “The Legend of 


Sleepy Hollow,” W.W. Jacobs's “The | 
Monkey's Paw,” and Mark Twain's | 
“The Celebrated Jumping Frog of | 


Calaveras County.” At John Hancock 
Hall, 180 Berkeley Street, Boston 


(617-542-9155), through December 
16. Curtain is at 10:30 a.m. Decem- 
ber 12 and 16. Tix $12.95 
@ EPIC PROPORTIONS. Lyric 
Stage Company of Boston presents 
the New England premiere of a 
comedy written by Boston actor, di- 
rector, and writer Larry Coen and 
Friends creator David Crane back 
when they were recent Brandeis 
grads. A spoof of Biblical and 
Roman film epics, the show is set in 
the Arizona desert in the 1930s, 
where 3400 extras are marooned on 
a movie set. Less a play than an ex- 
tended sketch, it lacks the punch 
and momentum to justify its two 
hours. There are a few laughs, 
though, plus an adorable perform- 
ance by Laura Given Napoli as the 
pert assistant director in charge of 
herding the extras. At the Lyric 
Stage Company of Boston, 140 
Clarendon Street, Boston (617-437- 
7172), through December 21. Cur- 
tain is at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday 
and Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 
4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $22 to $38 
@ HOLIDAY MUSICAL. Musical Im- 
prov Company returns with “a (twist- 
ed) holiday twist on its fully impro 
vised musical.” At the Lyric Stage 
Company of Boston, 140 Clarendon 
Street, Boston (617-437-7172), 
through December 17. Curtain is at 
7 p.m. on Sunday and at 7:30 p.m 
on Monday and Tuesday. Tix $16 
@ JIMMY TINGLE IN THE 
PROMISED LAND. Social and polit- 
ical humorist and commentator, 60 
Minutes Ii survivor, and Cambridge 
native Jimmy Tingle has taken over 
Somerville’s former Elm Street The- 
atre with plans to use it as a base 
from which he and other performers 
might launch new material. He 
opens the place with his current 
one-man show. At Jimmy Tingle’s 
Off Broadway, 255 Elm Street, 
Somerville (617-591-1616), through 
December 31. Curtain is at 8 p.m 
Wednesday through Saturday and 
at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $20 
@ JOAN CRAWFORD’S CHRIST- 
MAS ON THE POLE. Do we really 
have to tell you this is Ryan Landry's 
contribution to the medicine cabinet 
of Christmas Carol antidotes? “A 
Christmas fable told through the 
lens of the Crawford classic Mildred 
Pierce, Landry's latest comic con- 
fection finds reindeer Mildred 
Deerce (Charlie Fineran) at odds 
with her daughter Veda (Landry) 
who wants to be human.” Also fea- 
tured (along with “murder, mayhem, 
and merrymaking”) are Keith Orr, 
Afrodite, Scott Martino, PJ 
McWhiskers, and Haylee Shrimp 
ton. Presented by the Gold Dust Or- 
phans at the Theater Machine, 1254 
Boylston Street, Boston (617-265- 
6222), through December 28. Cur- 
tain is at 8 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday. Tix $25. 
@ JOEY AND MARIA’S COMEDY 
ITALIAN WEDDING. The audience- 
participatory dinner-theater nuptials 
of the fictitious Italian lovebirds who 
have launched an entertainment in- 
dustry. At the Tremont Playhouse in 
| the Tremont Hotel, 275 Tremont 
Street, Boston (800-733-5639), 
| through December 28. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. (doors open at 7 p.m.) on 
Friday and Saturday (no Friday 
show December 27). Tix $45 to $49; 
includes dinner and show 
@ MACHINAL. David Sullivan di- 
rects this Boston University School 
of Theatre Arts production of Sophie 
Treadwell’s expressionistic 1928 
drama. Centered on a victimized 
woman who kills her husband, it's 
about the dehumanization of mod- 
ern life. At Studio 210 above the 
Boston University Theatre, 264 
Huntington Avenue, Boston (617- 
266-0800), through December 14. 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
at 8 p.m. on Friday, and at 2 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $10; $8 for 
alumni; $5 for BU students, faculty, 
and staff. 
@ MISGIVINGS. Self-described “re- 
covering Catholic” Dave Kane plays 
Father Patrick Aloysius Misgivings in 
this dinner-theater comedy, which 
targets growing up Catholic. At the 
Tremont Playhouse in the Tremont 
Hotel, 275 Tremont Street, Boston 
(800-944-5639), through December 
| 28. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. (doors 
open at 7 p.m.) on Friday (Decem- 
ber 20 only) and Saturday. Tix 
$39.50, includes dinner and show. 
| ™@ MORNING STAR. Suzanne Bixby 
| directs Sylvia Regan’s little-known 

















drama, which was presented on 
Broadway in 1940, about a Jewish 
mmigrant family living in New York 


City between 1910 and 1930 and af 
fected by, among other historic 
events, the Triangle Shirtwaist Fac 
tory fire, the labor movement, the 
rise of Communism, and World War 
|. It's a pleasant surprise to make 
the play's acquaintance some 60 
years after its debut, and the The 
atre Cooperative is to be commend 
ed for taking on a large-cast drama 
on a small-theater budget. But the 
cast is somewhat uneven, and it's 
further hampered by Bixby’s deci 
sion to use Yiddish accents. At the 
Theatre Cooperative, 277 Broad 
way, Somerville (617-625-1300 ex 
tension 1), through December 14 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. Tix $20; $15 for seniors 
and students on Sunday; $10 for 
military personnel 

@ OLIVER. A reprise of Lionel Bart's 
durable 1960 musical based on 
Charles Dickens's Oliver Twist. At 
Turtle Lane Playhouse, 283 Melrose 
Street, Newton (617-244-0169), 
through December 22. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday 
and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $22 
$15 for seniors on Thursday; $15 for 
students on Friday 

@ PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE 
SERIAL PLAYWRITING FESTIVAL. 
Shadow Boxing Theatre Workshop 
presents 12 short plays by local play- 
wrights, all commissioned for the fes- 
tival. In the manner of “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas,” each play adds 
a prop to those of the previous. At 
the First and Second Church of 


Boston, 66 Marlborough Street, 
Boston (617-775-0714), December 
14 and 15. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Tix 


$15; $10 for seniors and students 

@ PETER PAN. The venerable 
Boston Children’s Theatre cele- 
brates the centennial of the boy who 
would not grow up with the 1954 
Broadway musical composed by 
Mark Charlap and Jule Styne, with 
lyrics by Carolyn Leigh, Betty Com- 
den, and Adolph Green. Patricia M 
Gleeson directs; musical director 
Jonathan Goldberg conducts a live 
orchestra. You don’t get Mary Mar 
tin, but you do get real kids. Present- 





Linda Powell, 





ed by Boston Children's Theatre at 
Suffolk University’s C Walsh The 
atre, 55 Temple Street, Boston (617 
424-6634), through December 30 
Curtain is at 2 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday, with additional 2 p.m. per 
formances on Friday December 27 
and Monday December 30. Tix $10 
to $20 

@ SANDERS FAMILY CHRISTMAS. 
Merrimack Rep gives a second out 
ing to its hit holiday show, a country- 
gospel musical by Alan Bailey and 
Connie Ray. Set at Christmas of 
1941, it focuses on the return of the 
“Sanctified Sanders Family Singers” 
to the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
for a Saturday-night sing. Bailey di 
rects. At Merrimack Repertory The 
atre, 50 East Merrimack Street, Low 
ell (978-454-3926), through Decem 
ber 22. Curtain is at 2 and 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, at 8 p.m. on Thursday 
and Friday, at 4:30 and 8:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 2 and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $22 to $37; $20 to 
$31.50 for seniors; $15 for students 
@ SHEAR MADNESS. The dramatis 
personae of the audience-participa 
tion whodunit (which is now the 
longest-running non-musical in 
American theater history) continue 
to comb Newbury Street for the mur 
derer of a classical pianist who lived 
over the unisex hair salon where the 
show is set. At the Charles Play- 
house Stage II, 74 Warrenton 
Street, Boston (617-426-5225), 
indefinitely. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tues 
day through Friday, at 6:30 and 
9:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 and 
7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $34. 

@ A SKULL IN CONNEMARA. 
Wellfleet Harbor Actors Theatre's 
Jeff Zinn is at the helm of this the 
second play of the Martin McDon- 
agh trilogy bookended by The Beau- 
ty Queen of Leenane and The Lone- 
some West. Born and bred in South 
London, McDonagh captures the lilt- 
ing rhythms of Synge and O'Casey, 
applying them to the brute interac- 
tions of the “feckers” and “eejits” who 
populate his wild west-of-lreland 
outback. In this case, the characters 
include Mick Dowd, whose annual 
odd job it is to dig up those longest 
interred in the churchyard cemetery 
to make room for the riper dead 


Uncke 
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Among those to be displaced is his 
late wife, whom he is widely be 
lieved to wurdered. Assisting 
Mick is dopy juvenile delinquent 
Mairtin, whose older brother 
Thomas, pumped up by Starsky and 
Hutch reruns, hopes to pin the 
years-old crime on Mick. Cruel 
cadging, and not brain-surgeon ma 
terial, the characters lend them 
selves to grotesquerie, but Zinn 
urges his actors toward the real 
with the result that the production 
has, beneath the corrosive comedy. 
a haunted feel. At New Repertory 
Theatre, 54 Lincoln Street, Newton 
Highlands (617-332-1646), through 
December 15. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday and Friday, at 4:30 and 
8:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 and 
7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $27 to $35 
discounts for seniors and students 

@ THE SOPRANOS’ LAST SUP- 
PER. The audience-interactive din 
ner-theater show inspired by the 
HBO hit The Sopranos provides 
satire, classic Italian tunes, and an 
audience opportunity to gamble with 
“laundered money.” At the Tremont 
Playhouse in the Tremont Hotel, 275 
Tremont Street, Boston (800-733 
5639), through December 20. Cur 
tain 7 p.m. (doors open at 


nave it 


is at 7 
6:30 p.m.) on Friday. Tix $45 to $49, 
includes dinner and show 

@ SPIKED EGGNOG: A HOLIDAY 
BOOGALOO. Centastage Perfor- 
mance Group offers its traditional al 
ternative to all that nut cracking and 
Christmas caroling, “a comedic col- 
lection of gender-bending short 
plays, monologues, and songs that 
look at the holiday season from an 
alternative and often twisted angle.” 
At the Boston Center for the Arts, 
539 Tremont Street, Boston (617- 
426-2787), through December 21 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday, at 2 p.m. (December 21 only) 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $22 to $24; 
discounts for seniors and students 
(Iris Fanger’s review is on page 6.) 
@ STONES IN HIS POCKETS. Per- 
fect Strangers star Bronson Pinchot 
is half of the two-man cast that 
densely populates Irish playwright 
Marie Jones's Olivier- and Evening 
Standard Award winning play about 


the colonization of rural Ireland by 
the bulldozing nation of Hollywood 
as seen through the eyes of a couple 
of blokes hired as extras. A hit in 
Belfast, London, and on Broadway 
the virtuosic if small-scale piece is 
set in a moribund village in County 
Kerry where a Hollywood film is 
being shot. Pinchot and Irish actor 
Tim Ruddy play 15 characters, from 
the hifalutin 
lackeys to the demoralized locals, in 
cluding a 17-year-old 
suicide. Ruddy’s characters are de 
lineated but believable; Pinchot spe 
cializes in comic exaggeration. At the 
Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont 
Street (800-447-7400) 
through December 15. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, at 2 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 1 and 
7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $35 to $65 

@ THE TALE OF THE ALLERGIST’S 
WIFE. Ahoda vet Valerie Harper 
stars in the Boston premiere of 
Charles Busch's Tony-nominated 
Broadway comedy, a co-production 
of the Huntington Theatre Company 
and Broadway in Boston/Clear Chan 
nel Entertainment. At the Wilbur The 
atre, 246 Tremont Street, Boston 
(617-931-2787), through January 12 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday (there’s no performance De 
cember 24, but there is a Wednesday 
2 p.m. matinee on January 8 and a 
Thursday 2 p.m. matinee on Decem 
ber 26), at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday 
and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. (no evening 
performance January 12) on Sunday 
Tix $25 to $67. (Carolyn Clay's re- 
view is on page 7.) 

@ THREE PIECES OF ASS. Subti- 
tled New Plays Inspired by a Don 
key, this bill of works by Marty Bar 
rett, William Donnelly, and Chris 
Walsh, responses to “a touching/hu 
morous/perplexing photograph of an 
ass,” is directed by David J. Dowling 
and presented by Mill 6 Theatre Col 
laborative in association with Rough 
& Tumble Theatre. Barrett's Trading 
Up is “a terrifying parable wherein 
the horrors of property ownership 
are exposed.” Donnelly’s Chicken 
Soup for the Asshole “treats on the 
universal matter of growing up as 
the daughter of a punk-rocker 
Walsh's Nights of the Jackass is an 


film personnel and their 


who commits 


Boston 





Vowrige 





translated by Paul Schmidt 
adapted & directed by Janos Szasz 


Thomas Derrah 





Chekhov's tragi- 


comedy is set ona 


provincial Russian 


estate 


, where little 


disturbs the 





inhabitants’ quiet 


lives until the head 


of the family brings 


home his beautiful 


new wife. 


season sponsored by 


mage to great cinema of the 20tt 
entury.” At the Boston Center for 
the Arts, 539 Tremont Street, Boston 
(617-426-2787), through December 
21. Curtain is at 10:30 p.m. Thurs 
day through Saturday. Tix $10 
@ TOUR DE FORCE! Boston-based 
Chamber Repertory Theatre, which 
tours the land with its adaptations of 
intended for 
other 
a home stop. This 
ncludes Edgar Allan 
the House of Ambrose 
Bierce’s “An Occ Owl 
Creek Bridge.” Richard Connell's 
The Most Dangerous Game.” Saki's 
The Mouse.” and O. Henry's “The 
Ransom of Red Chief.” At John Han 
cock Hall, 180 Berkeley Street 
Boston (617-542-9155), December 
19 and 20. C at 10:30 a.m 
Tix $12.95 
@ TRANSLATIONS OF XHOSA. Re 
cent Boston University School of 
Theatre Arts grad Kira Lallas per 
forms her one-woman show, which 
relives her experiences as 
white American girl in and 


classic short stories 


high-s¢ 
makes 


shoo! and auaiences 
program 
Poe's “The Fall 
Usher 


rrence at 


urtain is 


a young 
around a 


black township in post-apartheid 
South Africa as she meets its 
women, its politics, and herself.” The 


show also features singer Uzo Aduba 
and guitarist Scotty Conant. Court 
ney Rodiand directs. At Boston Play 
wrights’ Theatre, 949 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Boston, through December 
14. Curtain is at 10:30 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday. Tix $5, at the door 

@ UNCLE VANYA. Hungarian direc 
tor Janos Szasz kicks off the Ameri 
can Repertory Theatre mainstage 
season directing his own adaptation 
of Anton Chekhov's 1899 play, 
which is set on a provincial Russian 
estate whose equilibrium is dis 
turbed when the pompous, elderly 
owner pays a visit with his beautiful 
young wife. Presented by the Ameri- 
can Repertory Theatre at the Loeb 
Drama Center, 64 Brattle Street 
Cambridge (617-547-8300), through 
December 28. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday 
(no performance December 24 or 
25), at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 2 p.m 


and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 
and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $34 to 
$68; discounts for seniors and stu 


“A 


HIT! 


ARTS | 


jents. (Carolyn Clay 
page 0.) 

@ VENUS DE MINIVAN: MOTHERS 
IN THE BREAKDOWN LANE. Jen 
nifer Krier and Hilary Iilick, a duo of 
Boston-area writers, performers 
and moms, perform their “three-act 
play of edgy yet compassionate in 
tertwined monologues” depicting 
nal struggles with career aspi 
rations, love and marriage, raising 
children, and evolution of the self. 
Billie Jo Joy directs. At Art & Soul 
91 Hampshire Street, Cambridge 
(617-661-7376 extension 2), De 
cember 13 and 14. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Tix $12 

@ WITH FRIENDS LIKE THESE ... 
AN EVENING OF WORLD-PRE- 
MIERE ONE-ACT PLAYS BY 
LOCAL PLAYWRIGHTS. Luke Den 
nis directs this evening of related 
new works by Sara Adelman and 
Dan Stroeh, both of them on the 
volatile subject of friendship. Adel 
Way Back “finds Mia's worlds 
colliding when, on the eve of her 
24th birthday | 


friend 


review is 


pers¢ 


mans 


ose law-school 
best friend from 
childhood turns into 
a tense examination of loyalty, identi 
and the ties that bind. 
Stroeh's 10 a.m. Signing is about a 
“prematurely successful journalist” 
who returns from a backpacking trip 
to find his bedroom turned into an 
office and his roommate about to 
launch a sure-to-fail magazine he'll 
be pressured to salvage. Presented 
by Alarm Clock Theatre Company at 
Arlington Center for the Arts, 41 Fos- 
ter Street, Arlington (781-391-6145), 
through December 14. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday 
Tix $10; $8 for students with valid ID 
@ THE WORLD GOES 'ROUND — 
THE SONGS OF KANDER AND 
EBB. The venerable Arlington 
Friends of the Drama get friendly 
with the composer and lyricist of 
Cabaret and Chicago, presenting a 
revue of the duo's greatest hits. Rus 
sell R. Greene directs, with music di- 
rection by Mario Cruz. At Arlington 
Friends Theater, 22 Academy 
Street, Arlington (781-646-5922) 
through December 14. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Friday and at 2 and 8 p.m 
on Saturday. Tix $18 
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“grabs you by the collar 


and gives your 
psyche a shaking!" 


“funny, sexy, and 
lavishly appointed!" 


— the Boston Globe 






“STUNNING! 


“mesmerizing and 


deeply rewarding! 


— the Boston Herald 
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Bygone 


days 


CRASHarts’ ‘Dance Straight Up!’ 


BY IRIS FANGER 


robust corner of the Boston dance 

scene was on view last weekend in the 

first of a planned annual series called 
“Dance Straight Up!”, a competition spon- 
sored by the CRASHarts division of World 
Music. Each of the four choreographers 
picked from a field of 37 applicants received 
a $3000 commissioning fee for a world pre- 
miere and all producing costs. A second gift 
was lighting designer Joseph Levendusky, 
who represents a considerable artistic favor. 
The rules limited the choreographers to a 
20-minute time slot apiece that could be 
filled with one or more dances, including the 
premiere. 

The general impression a stranger to the 
local dance community would likely get is one 
of overall competence, some terrific perform- 
ing, but not a lot of new ideas. The content of 
the world premieres ranged from abstract con- 
temporary movement to a funky kind of story- 
telling; this writer’s vote for the prize entry, 
Marcus Schulkind’s Let Bygones Be (set to the 
second movement of Dvofak’s Piano Quin- 
tet), was a revival of last spring’s solo dedicat- 
ed to the memory of his father. Schulkind 
combined classical ballet vocabulary with 
mime gestures that have signified grief for 
many centuries — one hand to the heart, the 
head thrown back in mourning — but with 
understated placement that was enhanced by 


Lorraine Chapman’s authoritative 
performance. Chapman clarified each 
move she made, the direction of a 
hand or turn of the head, as if she 
were imprinting every part of herself 
in the space. The effect was almost 
overwhelming in linking us to the 
feelings of the choreographer. 

Schulkind fared less memorably 
with his world premiere, which was 
set to music by Antonio Vivaldi. 
Three dancers performed “cute,” as- 
signing each note a hand or foot 
movement or a fanny wiggle, accord- 
ing to cues from the music. In the 
context of his previous output, this 
piece is an afterthought. 

The evening opened with a myste- 
rious quartet of women dressed in 
white slips and picking their way 
slow motion in Brenda Divelbliss’s 
1998 Crossing the Stream (set to 
music by the British experimental 
ambient unit O Yuki Conjugate). The 
work looked like early stagings by 
choreographer Paula Josa-Jones dur- 
ing her most intensely feminist peri- 
od. It probably doesn’t matter that 
we didn’t know the women’s identity 
and where they were going since the 
images were so evocative. 

Divelbliss also referred to nature in 
her premiere, the duet The Grass 


LET BYGONES BE: Lorraine Chapman clarified each 


move of Marcus Schulkind’s poignant solo. 












Underfoot Was Wet (set to music by 
the theremin group the Lothars 
mixed with glass-musician Angus 
Maclaurin’s “Fugue”). Dressed in 
black tunics edged with fringe over 
brown pants, the two women per- 
formed mostly in unison, except 
when they were trading weight in 
heavy-looking lifts that suggested a 
contact-improv origin for the work. 

The Carol Somers premiere, 
Northwind (set to Stuart Jones’s 
“Into an ultimate realm”), was dis- 
tinguished by the intensity of the 
performances, especially those of 
Somers and Michael Bolger. This 
abstract work began with solos for 
the five individual dancers, then 
continued as if each of them were 
on stage alone, even as they inhabit- 
ed the same space. The pace grew 
frantic until the end, when the per- 
formers crashed to the floor on the 
final chord. 

Beach Blanket Butoh, the program 
finale by Sara Sweet Rabidoux, is a 
spoofy merger of beach movies with 
the contemporary Japanese theatrical 
dance form. Rabidoux’s conceit was to 
pair the antics of Gidget and Frankie 
and Annette with the monk-like butoh 
performance style and set it to music 
that ranged from Elvis Presley’s Hawaii 
movies to the warbling of Yma Sumac 
to period songs by Annette Funicello. 
Silly? Yes, but the butoh allusions 
were skillfully integrated into the retro 
moves. And it didn’t hurt that dancer 
Joe Shepard, the lone man in the cast, 
had his head shaven and his face 
bleached white, butoh-like, in contrast 
to his red Hawaiian shirt and denim 
beach shorts. og 








































MEET CHARLIE HADEN! 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 AT 12 NOON 
VIRGIN MEGASTORE BOSTON CAFE 


Charlie Haden 


with Michael Brecker 


American Dreams 


$14.99 


Celebrating his newest CD, American Dreams at 


Virgin Megastore. 


Holiday hours: Mon-Sat 9am-Midnight, Sunday 10am-Midnight. 


Title on sale: December 12th thru December 23rd. Prices may vary online @ virginmega.com 


“i COUPONS FROM VIRGIN MEGASTORE & OTHER BRANDS, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST SALE OFFERS LISTED ABOVE ARE OM SELECT TITLES 
ORLY. SALE AMD COUPON OFFER NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE AT VIRGINMIEGA.COM OR AT VIRGIN AIRPORT LOCATIONS. I1/6-12/25. 


Avant-Garde Jazz. 


Part of The Complete Collection. 


AN AMAZING ARRAY OF MUSIC. MOVIES, BOOKS & GAMES 





MEGASTORE 
Boston + 360 Newbury Street 617-896-0950 -#ViRGINMEGA.COM 


SHOP ONLINE @ VIRGINMEGA.COM 
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If you need a roommate, 
you need the Phoenix. 
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617-859-3300 
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TUESDAY NEW MUSIC 


OTHIITR HOT PRICES 
L we ; In Stores Tuesday 12/17 
lost dos # } * , TowerRecords com 3 DAYS ONLY 
cantie!s wala ENDS THURS. 12/19 

7 | 


LOST CITY ANGELS 
a q Lost City Angels 
f | « Local Boston band Lost City 
Angels deliver o blend of ‘ 
punk, rock ‘n roll and angelic % : 7/2 , ~ THE SOURCE 


fury T Your Choice :~ PRESENTS 
HIP HOP HITS 


The Jrish Rovers 
a THE IRISH ROVERS 
An Irish Christmas 
Plenty of Christmas classics 
with an Irish flair. Including 
several worthy songs not often 
heard on holiday albums 


HOPESFAIL 

The Satelite Years 

Aggressive thrash rockers 

attempt to duplicate their 

explosive live shows on their insomniac Dreom 


latest disc full of fiery licks 99 
and crafty tricks Cale cD 


Reg. 9.99 


JA RULE 


Adema call upon on the sound of Korn for their 
second album, creating their own version of 


Broadcaster 
crunch metal. 


The debut CD from this punk 
band features upbeat, catchy 
tunes, full of emotion and 
expert musicianship. 


Available TYRESE DASHBOARD CONFESSIONAL 
i I i r = Dp bet , 12/13 | WANNA GO THERE MTV UNPLUGGED 


and ready to go 


TOUR DO IT... IN STORE GR ONLINE oy . 
To WV e r R e Cc Oo r ti S - Cc 0 m The eagerly awaited new release Platinum-selling R&B poems artist —_ All the emotion and sincerity from the 


from rap artist Nas features the Tyrese releases an incredible album MTV Unplugged episode on one CD! 
single “Made You Look.” full of sexy hits. 
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— OF NEW YORK DVDs IN STORES TUESDAY 12/17 


Reg. 18.99 


Select Titles 


FRIDA 

Soundtrack 

The original music composed 
by Elliot Goldenthal is o 
provocative celebration of 
Hispanic music, art and culture. 


| DRUMLINE 
f Soundtrack 
This stellar soundtrack stars 
some of the hottest acts around THE CROCODILE 
including Trick Daddy, HUNTER: BACK TO THE FUTURE: 
Syeena Johnson, Nivea ond "eee ee ee MINORITY REPORT COLLISION COURSE UNFAITHFUL 


more! 


TEVF twin 


Cedi e rea r : 
EVELYN 


Soundtrack 
Features “Sitting On Top Of The , ma oe 
ea World” by Van Morrison, iN i "ae FAITHFUL 
“Angel Rays” by Sissel and 
* % \ " 
the original music composed by 


ul 
I Stephen Endelman, TINO SE hy fs 


Ng h@ta | hie nat ’ 


THE WILD Loe? > 99 : , . 
THORNBERRYS MOVIE , eas 99 nas 99 sa 99 ~— 99 


oie from this —" 14.99 VHS 24.99 3VHS 
Wickelodoce mle indudes F “Hands That Built America” by U2 and th b When the Pre-Crime unit Steve Irwin attempts to When an encounter with a Teenager Marty McFly travels 
atures Hands That Guilt America’ by and the score by cheif is accused of a future relocate a huge crocodile stranger erupts into an affair, through time with the help 


songs by P. Diddy with Howard Shore (Lord Of the Rings Series). murder, he has just 36 to save him from poachers. desire becomes an obsession _—_of an absent-minded inventor 
Brandy, Peter Gabriel, desperate hours to discover that takes its toll. and an ‘81 Delorean. 


Baha Men and more! who set him up. 
ONLINE PRICES MAY VARY © SOME SALE PRICING ENDS 1/2/03 


| | BOSTON 1249 Boylston Street e CAMBRIDGE 95 Mt. Auburn Street 
ma TOWE 


WE GIFT O TN BURLINGTON 101 Middlesex Turnpike 


A Gift cards are accepted at all participating MUSIC - MOVIES 8 MORE 
U.S. locations and at TowerRecords.com and may be applied towards any purchase or video rental where available. Towerliocerds.com 1° 800 - ASK > TOWER (STORE LOCATIONS/HOURS/PHONE ORDERS) 





Light, nature, reality — 


The MFA makes a great impression 


Continued from the cover 
centuries of monarchic rule had to develop a 
new social order, and in the process it re 
assessed the natural order, our relationship to 
one another but also to nature, the universe, 
God, and even reality. This reassessment took 
place in the social commentary of Alexis de 
locqueville, the novels of Hugo and Balzac, 
the poetry of Baudelaire and Rimbaud, the 
music of Chopin and Berlioz — and not least 
in the country’s art, particularly its landscape 
art. That’s the blockbuster story “Impressions 
of Light” has to tell. 

This is, all the same, not your typical block- 
buster. There are no visiting dignitaries: it’s 
drawn entirely from the MFA’s own holdings. 

-*assing On expensive guests 


cover story 


washing clothes in the river, what might 
be two children in a doorway — are al- 
most peripheral. The few trees provide 
neither physical nor spiritual shelter, 
and the flat gray sky offers no promise 
of redemption. Forest of Fontainebleau 
(1846) has bigger trees, but its cattle, 
particularly the beast in the left fore- 
ground, remain unsheltered, and the 
sky remains an untranscendent gray 
This painting’s acceptance by the Salon 
of 1846 attests to the degree to which 
old certainties had vanished: it promises 
nothing more than the drudgery of 
everyday life. The contemporaty who 
remarked that “M. Corot, the famous 
landscape artist, 








is an expected strategy in 
economic hard times, but it 
can also be a good strategy. 
The MFA doesn’t need to 
bring in a “Young Van 
Gogh” or “Old Monet” or 
“All the Impressionist Land- 


paints everything with 


“Impressions of Light: the dirt that falls from his 
The French 
from Corot to Monet” 


At the Museum of Fine Arts from 
December 15 through April 13. 


boots as they’re being 


the loss. 
So, it seems, was Corot, 
for his best-known paintings 





scapes Painted Between 4 

and 6 p.m. on Rainy Sundays in Pontoise” 
every year. Like Judy Garland in The Wizard 
of Oz and Meet Me in St. Louis, the museum 
has most of what it needs in its own back 
yard. And though with more than 150 paint- 
ings, pastels, watercolors, drawings, prints, 
and photographs “Impressions of Light” is 
arguably too large, the MFA hardly emptied 
that back yard, as the catalogue makes clear: 
virtually all the illustrations that accompany 
co-curator George T.M. Shackleford’s intro- 
ductory essay depict MFA works that could 
have been but aren’t in the show. I imagine 
the museum wanted to leave something in the 
regular galleries, but it would be interesting to 
know why a painting as pivotal as Jean- 
Francois Millet’s The Sower was excluded. 
The essay itself is a bit of a puzzle. It starts 
out, as it should, by examining the rise of Re- 
alism in French art, but halfway through it de- 
tours into a celebration of Boston art collec- 
tors and their sagacity in going to France and 
acquiring Impressionist works. This is a fasci- 
nating story, but is it what the show is about? 
For that matter, Corot is not the show’s start- 
ing point — that would be Pierre-Henri de 
Valenciennes and his 1790 painting Jtalian 
Landscape with Bathers. Of course, “From 
Valenciennes to Monet” doesn’t have the 
same cachet. 

Valenciennes is, nonetheless, where it all 
begins, since it was he who in 1800 pub- 
lished a treatise that encouraged art students 
to work outdoors. Italian Landscape with 
Bathers is classically composed, with its sub- 
jects nestling into the bosom of well-ordered 
nature; but the detail, especially in the leaves, 
suggests that nature is taking on a life of its 
own. Lancelot-Théodore, comte du Turpin de 
Crissé follows in the first room (Valenciennes 
is situated the prologue) with The Bay of 
Naples (1840), where a small group of color- 
ful figures — bandits, perhaps? — watch as 
the waters smash the remains of a shipwreck 
into the rocks. Nature here manifests an al- 
most Biblical power, but without any sense 
that it’s acting on divine authority. In Nar- 
cisse-Virgile Diaz de la Pena’s Bohemians 
Going to a Féte (circa 1844), the bohemians 
take on the characteristics of the wood 
they’re passing through — or is it the other 
way around? 

Eventually this first room reaches Jean-Bap- 
tiste-Camille Corot, who represents the theme 
of “Impressions of Light” in microcosm. Farm 
at Recouvriéres, Niévre (1831) could pass for a 
Dutch work of the previous century. The 
painting centers on two horses hitched up to a 
hay wagon; the six figures — a man carrying 
wood, a woman and child, another woman 


back away from the implica- 
tions of this early work. Tivilight (1855-’60) 
finds two women gathering fruit from trees by 
the edge of a lake. The sky is as unreassuring 
as ever, but the trees, now soft, blot most of it 
out. The women blend into this Romantic 
darkness, and the lake, tinged with red by the 
setting sun, gleams with comforting light. 
Morning near Beauvais and Souvenir of a 
Meadow near Brunoy (both circa 1855-'65) set 
small figures among tall, silvery trees that func- 
tion as arboreal versions of Gandalf the Grey. 
A diaphanous veil seems drawn across these 





cleaned” was keenly aware of 


(circa 1850-60), and Wooded Stream (1859) 
merely hint at salvation. Pool in the Forest 
offsets its gloomy foreground with a patch of 
distant sunlight in which five cows bask. The 
back-lit tree of Gathering Wood might offer 
some comfort to 





the tiny female 
figures collecting 
faggots. A blue 
patch of light 
breaks through 
the gray sky of 
Wooded Stream, 
but what does it 
mean for the 
even tinier peo- 
ple and cattle 
below? 

That's the 
question that 
confronts the 
rest of the centu- 
ry. Some of the 





ASKING THE HARD QUESTIONS: Millei's Faggot Gatherers Returning from 


the Forest depicts the nobility of honest work or the misery of the human condition 


paintings, as if to protect both artist and viewer 
from harsh reality. Even in his cliché-verre 
work (a photographic technique wherein a 
glass plate is covered with a ground, scratched 
with a sharp instrument, and then placed on 
light-sensitive paper and exposed to sunlight), 
Corot maintains this veil. Young Woman and 
Death (1854), The Gardens of Horace (1855), 
and Mother and Child in a Wooded Landscape 
(1856) fold their figures into a busy texture 
that vibrates with hidden life. Mother and Child 
suggests a Madonna; Young Woman with 
Death finds Death seated, almost invisible, and 
the woman standing and reaching up to a tree 
branch as if for the fruit of eternal life. 

Corot’s contemporaries were more skepti- 
cal. The three Théodore Rousseau paintings 
here — Pool in the Forest (early 1850s), 
Gathering Wood in the Forest of Fontainebleau 





most interesting 
answers are 
found in the 
works on paper, 
where light gives 
way to form. Trees emerge as heroic in 
Rousseau’s 1861 etching The Oak Tree of the 
Rock, Forest of Fontainebleau and 1862 
cliché-verre Cherry Tree at La Plante-a—Biau. 
Eugéne Cuvelier conjures a Corot-like soft- 
ness in his early- 1860s photograph Lane in 
Fog, Arras. (One of the corollary benefits of 
this show is its demonstration that by 1850 
the photograph was an art form, not just a 
technique.) Cuvelier’s At “La Reine Blanche,” 
Forest of Fontainebleau, on the other hand, is 
pointillistic enough to pass for a Seurat or 
Signac. His Boundary of Barbizon finds light 
as well as form, bands of sunshine speckling 
the road that divides village from wood; Gus- 
tave Le Gray’s Cloudy Sky — Mediterranean 
with Mount Agde breaks forth with beauteous 
light from its heavens. Charles Marville’s Path 
in the Bois de Boulogne balances a modicum 


OFFERING SHELTER FROM THE 19TH-CENTURY STORM: Corot’s Morning near Beauvais sets small figures among tall, 
silvery trees that function as arboreal versions of Gandalf the Grey. 
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of light with trees that are no longer 
metaphors: what you see is what you get 

By the second half of the century, every 
artist was going in his (just one woman in this 
show, Mary Cassatt) own direction. Antoine 
Vollon’s Meadows and Low Hills couldn't be 
simpler: bleak green landscape, bleak gray sky 
The two figures of Constant Troyon’s Field 
Outside Paris (1845-51) are dwarfed by the 
field itself and even more by the massive back- 
lit clouds; his Hound Pointing (1860), on the 
other hand, dominates the stormy scene. Ani- 
mal energy is also the key to Jean-Léon 
Géréme’s Black Panther Stalking a Herd of 
Deer (1851), where the back-lit clouds seem 
to say that hunting is all in the order of nature. 

In Gustave Courbet’s Stream in the Forest 
(circa 1862), it’s the animal who’s asking the 
questions: a deer who's hardly visible turns 
toward us, as if wondering what we know that 
it doesn’t. (One possible answer is provided 
by the dead deer Courbet’s 1856 The Quarry, 
which is not in the show but is pictured in the 
catalogue.) Karl Bodmer’s Oaks and Wild 
Boars (circa 1865) is even more disturbing, 
with its tenebral creatures looking every bit as 
savage as the oak branches above. Jean- 
Frangois Millet’s Rabbit Warren, Dawn 
(1867) allows us to sneak up on one rabbit 
with its back to us; there’s little sky and no 
sentimentality. Millet’s Farmyard in Winter 
(1868) has one fowl searching for food out 
on the snowy ground and the rest in the shel- 
ter of the roost. The lone dog of Farmyard by 
Moonlight (1868) stares out the gate, as if 
there were some answer there; the yard is 
flooded by moonlight, which reveals a wheel- 
barrow piled with some wood but no humans. 

Substituting for The Sower here is Millet’s 
black conté crayon drawing Faggot Gatherers 
Returning from the Forest (circa 1854). The 
immense load of faggots that the young 
woman bears on her back is almost indistin- 
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LOOKING FOR SALVATION: Géréime’s Black Panther Stalking a Herd of Deer 


in the order of nature. 


guishable from the forest of trees behind her; 
Millet emphasizes the similarity by placing two 
more women, also with heavy loads, in the 
forest. Depending on your point of view, this 
drawing depicts the nobility of honest work or 
the misery of the human condition. That’s also 
the case in End of the Day (1852-'54), where, 
under a crescent moon, a laborer put his jack- 
et back on while his wife packs up their don- 
key; in the distance a man and what looks to 
be a dog trudge off. But in the painting End of 
the Hamlet of Gruchy (1866), which he did in 
his home village in Normandy, Millet bright 
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finds that in the energy of its predator; the back-lit clouds seem to say that hunting is all 


ens up. Sunlight floods the yard outside the 
house and a woman has seated her child atop 
a stone wall so they can both look out to sea. 
A twisted tree soars above the wall, and the 
lower part of the sky is luminous. The geese 
and the spinning wheel in the yard provide a 
homy touch; all the same, mother and child 
are looking away from the village. 

Eventually in “Impressions of Light” the 
MFA’s better-known Impressionist paintings 
begin to appear, and it’s instructive to see how 
they emerge out the questions that French 
landscape artists were asking earlier in the 





century. Which means it’s important not t 
skip over these “minor” works, whose very 
unfamiliarity makes them easier to “read 
(Consider too that you can look at the famous 
oil paintings anytime, whereas the works on 
paper, which will deteriorate if they're exposed 
to too much light, will go back into drawers at 
the end of the show.) Corot gives us more 
soft-focus comfort food with Bacchanal at the 
Spring: Souvenir of Marly-le-Roi (1872) and 
Bathers in a Clearing (circa 1870-'75). Jean 
Charles Cazin’s conservative Riverbank with 
Bathers (circa 1882) anchors what could al 
most be an early Monet with a pair of attrac 
tive nude women (no surprise that in 1890 it 
sold for as much as three Monets). Eugene 
Boudin’s Fashionable Figures on the Beach 
(1865) attempts to restore order through har 
monious composition (the figures lined up as 
if they were watching a horse race), deft 
touches of color, and a peaceful blue sky that 
commands at least three-quarters of the paint- 
ing; Edgar Degas’s At the Races in the Coun 
tryside (1869) and Racehorses at Longchamps 
(1871) take a similar tack. 

Color — orange red — is the key to 
Francois-Louis Frangais’s Sunset (1878), and 
of.course to the mature works by Monet, Pis- 
sarro, Renoir, and Cézanne. Monet attempts to 
center the universe in the oscillation of light, as 
in Meadow at Giverny (1886). Pissarro 
grounds his compositions in a rigorous geome- 
try, as in Pontoise, the Road to Gisors in Winter 
(1873). Renoir created a lushness of landscape 
that’s almost maternal, as in Woman with a 
Parasol and Small Child on a Sunlit Hillside 
(1874-'76). And Cézanne, as Rainer Maria 
Rilke wrote, “reduced a reality to its color con 
tent,” thus creating a new reality, as in Turn in 
the Road (circa 1881). You've only to compare 
Turn in the Road with Valenciennes’s Italian 
Landscape with Bathers to see what a long road 
French art traveled in less than a century e 
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EARTH PAPA: Harrison’s book is filled with the rivers he’s fished and the many peo- 


ple he’s known. 


Sidelines 


Jim Harrison's storied career 


BY WILLIAM CORBETT 


n Off to the Side, Jim Harrison remem- 
i bers me as “a dapper Connecticut boy.” 
And so I was 38 years ago when for eight 
months Jim and I saw each other or talked 
on the telephone most every day. We hung 
out at the Grolier Bookshop, the old Grolier 
run for the love of poetry and poets by the 
big-hearted, crusty Scotsman 
from Canada, Gordon Cairnie. 
Cairnie ran the store like a club 
— a men’s club, though some 
women did brave it — where 
young poets gathered to talk po- 
etry, drink ale, talk dirty, smoke 
up a cloud, and learn from their 
elders. This was before book signings and 
bookstore-sponsored readings, so that 
friendships developed or didn’t without the 
myriad obligations that get in the way today. 
Harrison is five years my senior, and it was 
my good fortune to know him when I had 
just begun to think I might be a poet. He had 
already written real poems, some with a 
thrilling, Chinese-like clarity. But his poems 
were less important to me than his manner, 
his rough, good-humored vulgarity, his ap- 
petite for food, drink, and talk (all three 
amply served in this book), and his commit- 
ment to poetry as an art broad enough to en- 
compass the work of Theodore Roethke and 
Charles Olson. Harrison did not have an ac- 
ademic bone in his body, and I learned from 
his example how to follow my nose and trust 
my own enthusiasms. And as Off to the Side 
reminds me, he was great fun to be around. 
His book is loose and baggy. He starts off 
remembering his parents, to whom the work 
is dedicated, and his growing up poor in 
rural Michigan. These pages on family, and 
the rivers he fished and the woods through 
which he rambled, are replete with a tender- 
ness that has deepened over time, but not to 
the point of sentimentality. “Early Life” ends 
with a quote from Rainer Maria Rilke, a tal- 
ismanic poet for Harrison, but part two of 
this book does not pick up Harrison’s story. 
Instead he offers “Seven Obsessions” that 
cover subjects we might expect, like “Nature 
and Natives,” as well as surprises, like “A 
Short Tour of France.” Here as elsewhere 
Harrison’s prose has an earthy physicality. 
He is a writer for whom the natural world is 
not an abstraction but a reality, the facts 
from which his imagination proceeds. Some 
of the best writing in this book puts you solid- 
ly in the world of Michigan’s Upper Peninsu- 
la, the Arizona desert, Nebraska sandhills, 
and Montana, trout rivets, ,...,., 


Those who know Harrison’s poetry and 
his seven novels will be familiar with these 
worlds, but Off to the Side is not a rehash. 
Harrison’s Zen side prompts him to remem- 
ber where he is and to accept that place and 
his place in it as a first principle. It’s not lost 
on him that a writer whom the French call 
“the Mozart of the Plains” needs to remind 
his readers that there is a huge expanse of 

American life between 
the coasts. He dées so 
tartly but matter-of- 
factly. Not only is this 
book off to the side in 
the sense that it is sec- 
ondary, a complement, 
to his poetry and 
fiction, but he now feels off to the side in that 
he is “only” a writer. This is not false, “aw, 
shucks” modesty — it’s more a lesson life 
has taught him. 

I also find impressive, and I think readers 
unacquainted with Jim will too, his account 
of his years as a Hollywood screenwriter, his 
capacity for friendship and the prodigious, 
to me, number of people who recognized his 
talent and watered it with the support that 
kept him going. Harrison has written more 
than 20 screenplays, but he does not brag 
about the volumes of paper and sweat these 
demanded. Instead, he tells us that greed 
kept him at the work until he could no 
longer stomach it, at which point he put be- 
hind him both the movie business and the 
piggy desires he was discovering in himself. 
This is an antidote to the notion that Harri- 
son and I grew up with — and that still 
lingers — of Hollywood as a temptress to 
which writers capitulate, hopelessly in thrall. 
You have to have something in you to heed 
the siren’s call, and Harrison accepts re- 
sponsibility for what was in him. 

There are many bright pages here about 
friendship, and there’s an honor roll of 
those who recognized Jim’s talent and were, 
in effect, patrons. Denise Levertov, Jack 
Nicholson (I hope Harrison-some day 
profiles him in depth), the legendary Holly- 
wood producer Ray Stark, and Richard 
Brautigan are part of a long list that testifies 
to Jim’s prowess as a writer and his lovable 
nature. He is here, but not in a confessional 
way, as the human being I have known and 
admired for years, a raunchy, bold, outsize 
character big enough to admit his night 
fears and how much the workaday world in- 
timidates him. Harrison satisfies Orwell’s 
injunction to autobiographers that if they 
are to write the truth, they must write about 
their, embarrassments. 
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Fancy stocking stuffers 


The season’s box sets — essential and otherwise 


Capitol Records: 1942-2002 
(Capitol) 
This austerely packaged and straightfo1 
wardly titled six-CD set is a refreshing ex 
ample of truth in advertising. As it says on 
the side of the box, you get six decades’ 
worth of material released by ¢ apitol 
Records, all neatly divided up by decade, on 
the occasion of the label’s 60th anniversary 
If there's 


ple one about the continuing evolution « 


a tale to be told here, it’s a sim 


pop music, from the novelty swing of a sin 
gle like “Cow-Cow Boogie” by Freddie Slack 
& His Orchestra featuring vocalist Ella Mae 
Morse to the suave crooning of Frank Sina 
tra on “Young at Heart” to the sunny 
melodies of the Beatles’ “A Hard Day’s 
Night” and on up through the splintering of 
styles that characterizes today’s multifaceted 


1 


narket for mainstream music. SO 


ses through each 


abotas he rootsy rock of Bonnie 
Raitt’s “I Can’t Make You Love Me” to the 
Britpop of Robbie Williams's “Angels.” Not 
that that’s any real surprise: there’s no such 
thing as a contemporary major label that 
isn’t a fully diversified enterprise. The days 
when a label like Atlantic or Capitol had a 
distinctive identity ended long ago. This set 
however, is a well-crafted reminder that even 
vig labels like Capitol have their roots in a 
more quaint time, before pop music was the 
big business that it had become by the end of 
the ‘60s 

— Matt Ashare 


Charlie Christian 

The Genius of the 

Electric Guitar 

(Columbia/Legacy) 

For this set, Columbia emptied its vaults of 
every last scrap of music it had recorded by 
Charlie Christian — the first great electric 
guitarist in jazz between 1939 and 1941 
With 17 previously unissued tracks and 27 
takes issued in the US for the first time, The 
Genius of the Electric Guitar is exhaustively 
archival, but most of it is absolutely essential 
American music. of 

Christian served his journeyman years in 
relative obscurity in the Southwest, where 
blues and Western swing bands already in- 
cluded electric guitars. He was in the nation- 
al spotlight for less than four years with the 
Benny Goodman Sextet before he died of tu- 
berculosis, at age 25, but it’s hard to think of 
another jazz musician who made a compara- 
ble impact in so little time. Christian played 
exquisitely sculpted solos that combined 
bluesy bite and dancehall rhythmic drive with 
a smooth linear flow and a harmonic daring 
that made him a favorite of the young bop 
revolutionaries. 

The four CDs in this set include early 
gems like “Flying Home,” “Seven Come 
Eleven,” and “Good Enough To Keep (Air 
Mail Special)” with the Goodman sextet fea- 
turing Lionel Hampton. Christian probably 
reached the peak of his short career with 
BG’s band (whose line-up included Elling- 
tonian trumpeter Cootie Williams), and the 
classics “Wholly Cats,” “Royal Garden 
Blues,” and “Benny’s Bugle” are all found 
here. There’s also a studio session with his 
idol, saxophonist Lester Young, and four big- 
band sides, where you'll find the remarkable 
“Solo Flight.” The accompanying booklet 
features a delightful anecdotal essay by Les 
Paul, rare photos, and a thoroughly re- 
searched biography by Christian authority 
Peter Broadbent 

— Ed Hazell 
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ESSENTIAL: Columbia has emptied its vaults for its Charlie Christian set. 


Herbie Hancock Box 
(Columbia/Legacy) 

Herbie Hancock is one of the architects of 
modern jazz — from his first hit, 1962’s 
“Watermelon Man,” to 1965’s Maiden Voy- 
age to his work with the Miles Davis quintet 
and his R&B-flavored hits like “Chameleon” 
and “Rockit,” he’s created new templates for 
one subgenre after another: hard bop, modal 
jazz, jazz-rock fusion. 

So why am I not happier with the four- 
CD Herbie Hancock Box, which samples 23 
albums from 1976 to 1988, mixing equal 
parts Herbie the progressive acoustic jaz- 
zhead and Herbie the MTV-propelled 
funkmeister? Maybe it’s because, as I look 
back now, so many of Hancock’s tracks with 
the post-Miles retrospective supergroup 
VSOP sound manic and shrill. Maybe the 
band simply had trouble in the mid ’70s 
readjusting to acoustic jazz after the jazz- 
rock fusion they'd helped create, but drum- 
mer Tony Williams (a genius by any other 
measure) hammers away tonelessly and Ron 
Carter’s overamplified bass groans and 
moans tastelessly. Both are way up front in 
the mix while Hancock and trumpeter Fred- 
die Hubbard limp along in the background. 
Even the usually infallible Wayne Shorter 
strains for stadium-size gestures. The elec- 
tric hits like “Chameleon,” “Rockit,” and the 
updated “Watermelon Man” and club-ready 


R&B like “Stars in Your Eyes” have dated 
badly, with cheesy fluttering keyboard ef- 
fects, simplistic harmonies, and Gavin 
Christopher’s banal vocals. You can find bet- 
ter acoustic Hancock on his Blue Note box 
of a few years ago or on his sessions with 
Miles, and better Herbie of any kind at just 
about any live date he chooses to play. The 
clear plastic box is as cool-looking as it is 
impractical — another designer’s triumph of 
form over function. 

— Jon Garelick 


Frank Sinatra, 
Frank Sinatra in 
Hollywood (1940-1964) 
ese tay beet ad Classic 

ovies Music) 
No matter how many times you’ve heard 
Frank Sinatra singing George and Ira 
Gershwin’s “I’ve Got a Crush on You,” 
you’ve never heard it the way you get to hear 
it here: the original version from the 1952 
Sinatra vehicle Meet Danny Wilson, with 
ebony harmonizers the Ebonaires backing 
up the crooning ivory Sinatra. Boasting 160 
tracks spread out over six discs, Frank Sina- 
tra in Hollywood is full of stunning moments 
like this, when standards get destandardized 
(Sinatra’s precise and precedent-setting pass 
at “Someone To Watch over Me” with the 
Warner Bros. orchestra in Young at Heart) 





and songs heard only on screen and never 
released as commercial recordings finally get 
their due. Perhaps most notable are the nine 
songs from Finian’s Rainbow — an animat- 
ed 1954 film scrapped for its threatening 
racial-brotherhood bids — that pair Sinatra 
with Oscar Peterson, Ella Fitzgerald, and 
Louis Armstrong (the latter on the scatting 
duel “Ad Lib Blues”). 

Sinatra in Hollywood covers two decades 
of Sinatra films from 1941's Las Vegas 
Nights to 1964's Robin and the 7 Hoods 
and it’s the first attempt to save his audio 
contribution to the big screen from the disin- 
tegration of nitrate film and the ruin of stu- 
dio playback discs. All the songs here are, in 
some way, digital makeovers of original ele- 
ments; they’ve been cleaned up, edited, re- 
mastered, and stripped of film dialogue and 
sound effects so they stand alone as musical 
recordings. But producers Didier Deutsch 
and Charles Granata don’t weed out all of 
the talk — there are Academy Award accept 
ance speeches, radio-interview promos, dia 
logue excerpts, and vocal outtakes, including 
Dean, Sammy, and Frank trying to get right 
the “Don’t Be a Do-Badder’” finale that 
brings the set to an intimate close. 

— Josh Kun 


Freedom: Songs from 

the Heart of America 

(Sony Legacy) 

A companion piece to the upcoming PBS 
documentary Freedom: A History of US, 
which chronicles America’s various struggles 
for independence, this three-disc, 67-song 
box provides a corresponding overview of 
historic country, folk, roots, and gospel 
music. The first disc addresses the period 
between the Revolution and the Civil War, 
the second the first half of the 20th century, 
and the third the civil-rights movement and 
Vietnam. It’s a lot of ground to cover in 
three discs, and the result is more compre- 
hensive than imaginative, emphasizing usual 
suspects like Pete Seeger, Bob Dylan, and 
the Carter Family and familiar material like 
“When Johnny Comes Marching Home 
Again,” “This Land Is Your Land,” and 
“Strange Fruit.” 

Nevertheless, most of the material here is 
by almost any measure great, and any collec- 
tion that features Louis Armstrong, Benny 
Goodman, and Leadbelly has a lot going for 
it. There are even some welcome surprises, 
like the Suzanne Vega/Dan Zanes version of 
“Erie Canal,” and Terence Trent D’Arby’s 
collaboration with Booker T. & the MG’s on 
“A Change Is Gonna Come.” But Freedom is 
poorly served by its neglect of rap and by its 
reliance on material recorded by Sony artists 
— Billy Joel’s “Goodnight Saigon” and even 
Living Coloiir’s “Open Letter (to a Land- 
lord)” simply aren’t in a league with Billie 
Holiday’s “Strange Fruit.” 

— Allison Stewart 


Grand Theft Auto: Vice City 
(Epic) 
As video games get badder, they get bigger. 
And no company has pushed more aggres- 
sively in both directions than New York’s 
Rockstar Games. The latest installment in 
its Grand Theft Auto series — Vice City — 
is regarded as the single largest consumer 
product launch of this past year, and that’s 
due in no small part to its almost-unchecked 
capacity for random violence and question- 
able decision making. And like a movie of 
comparable financial size, this video game 
comes with its own soundtrack. 

Vice City is set in 1986 Miami, and this 
collection of CDs is as faithful to the mo- 
ment as the game’s slick, neon-happy visu- 




























NON-ESSENTIAL: betier than the music it contains is the way-cool space-age Herbi: 


Hancock box 


als. Each of the seven discs is devoted to a 
separate specialty “station,” all of which are 
available in the game itself, each with a vir- 
tual host who navigates through the songs. 
Metal is represented in both its dark form 
(Slayer, Megadeth) and its more cartoonish 
variety (Twisted Sister, David Lee Roth). 
On the new-wave disc, A Flock of Seagulls 
and Tears for Fears sidle up to lesser- 
knowns like the Buggles and Romeo Void. 
The “slow jam” channel includes R&B 
crooners like Luther Vandross and power- 
poppers like Toto and John Waite. The “hip- 
hop/electro” channel (which wisely includes 
Cybotron and Hashim) is hosted by real-life 
old-school radio jock Mr. Magic, who 
brings a clever touch of reality to this virtual 
world. More impressive still is the inclusion 
of an “Espantoso” channel, which features 
Cuban funk and jazz (including bands like 
Irakere), turning what could have been 
generic era revivalism into an appropriately 
regional affair. 

— Jon Caramanica 


Iron Maiden 

Eddie’s Archive 

(Columbia) 

Two years ago, Iron Maiden fans rejoiced 
when the band released Brave New World 
(Columbia), their first new studio album 
with frontman Bruce Dickinson and gui- 
tarist Adrian Smith in almost a decade. The 
group and their legendary mascot, Eddie, 
have been smiling ever since: they’ve re- 
claimed their status as one of metal’s most 
popular touring acts, re-released their entire 
back catalogue, and watched their influence 
spread to a new generation of bands. 

Which makes now the perfect time for 
the release of Eddie’s Archive, a six-disc 
box set of rare concert recordings and B- 
sides encased in a silver casket with 
Eddie’s head on the cover. Extra goodies 
include a parchment scroll of the band’s 
family tree and a crystal shot glass with 
Eddie’s face peering up through the base. 
Maiden have released plenty of killer live 
albums over their career, from the ’85 clas- 
sic Live After Death to this year’s Rock in 
Rio (both Columbia). But this is the first 
extensive overview of the band’s early days, 
going all the way back to a punked-up BBC 
radio performance from 79 with original 
frontman Paul Di’Anno. The compilation’s 
holy grail is a pair of sets from the tri- 
umphant tour that followed the release of 
Maiden’s ’82 breakthrough album, The 
Number of the Beast (Columbia), both of 
which find the band at their tightest and 
Dickinson at his shrieking best. The B- 
sides collection is Maiden’s answer to 
Metallica’s cover-songs album, Garage Inc. 
(Elektra): it’s an inspired romp through the 
secret history of Eurometal that proves 
Metallica aren’t the only Budgie fans in the 
world. Iron Maiden have always been a col- 
lectors’ favorite, and Eddie’s Archive is their 
ultimate collectible. 

— Sean Richardson 


Say It Loud! 
A Celebration of Black 
Music in America 
(Rhino) 
I can’t think of another 108-track compila 
tion that rocks from bottom to top. Or, to 
put it more correctly, from Scott Joplin’s 
1916 piano-roll recording of “Maple Leaf 
Rag” to Coolio’s 1994 hip-hop trip “Fantas 
tic Voyage.” Okay, so I like to skip over An- 
draé Crouch’s lifeless gospel-chorus 
arrangement “My Tribute,” but the rest of 
these six CDs is pure gold. Sometimes com- 
mercially, since it sports hits like the “Theme 
from Shaft,” Hank Ballard’s “Twist,” and 
Harold Melvin’s “Wake Up Everybody (Part 
1),” and almost always spiritually, from 
Bessie Smith’s “St. Louis Blues” to jazzman 
Charles Mingus’s “Wednesday Night Prayet 
Meeting” to contralto Marian Anderson’s 
“Sometime | Feel like a Motherless Child” 
and Queen Latifah’s “Ladies First.” 
Boasting a handsome, thoughtfully 
penned 72-page book of accompanying 
notes and essays, this set taps African-Amer- 
ican performers in every musical genre, 
though the accent is on the blues, soul, 
R&B, and jazz that evolved directly from 
roots in the Motherland. And though the 
songs play through in chronological order, 


they slide from style to artist without a rip 
ple They tell the story about the flowering ol 
black culture in America which of 
means much of what's come to be identified 
as the heart of American culture. As the 


spindly-legged blues of Son House gives way 


course 


to the sophistication of Lena Horne and 
Charlie Parker solos into Ike Turner's 
“Rocket 88,” 


spirit beginning to assert itself. It’s full 


we hear the black American 


blown by the time we reach James Brown's 
“Say It Loud 
and Sly Stone's 

Whitey,” on through the last 
ing Coloiir’s “Elvis Ils Dead 
handful of spoken-word 


I'm Black and I’m Proud” 
Don't Call Me Nigs e! 
lisc, with Liv 


| here's also a 


cuts to illustrate the ten 


they re the speeche 


leaders like Martin Luthet 
King and Tom Bradley 
lhey re part of the music 
too the voices behind 
the voices that sing this on 


going story 


— Ted Drozdowski 


Jellyfish 

Fan Club 

(Not Lame) 

The same label that brous ht 
out the lovingly exhaustive 
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Posies box two years ago 
now does the same favor 
for the second most shamefully overlooked 
West Coast pop band from the same era 
Jellyfish made only two albums during thei 
time together roughly 1989 to 1994 
so this four-disc box more than triples their 
released output. (Roger Manning and Andy 
Sturmer were the masterminds, but band 
members Jason Falkner and Jon Brion went 
on to higher-profile solo careers.) Although 
it hasn’t got any album tracks, almost every 
song from the two discs shows up in a live or 
demo version, usually both. And between 
discarded songs and live covers, you get vir- 
tually everything that Jellyfish even thought 
of playing. 

All this for a band that got booed the last 
time they appeared in Boston, at the Rumble 
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AWRIGHT! An inspired romp through the history of Eurometal, Eddie’s Archive is the 


Iron Maiden fan’s ultimate collectible. 










ALLY UNHIP: a flop in the grunge 


get their due in Fan Club 








final of 1995? Sure enough. Just considet 
what kind of underground rock was all the 
rage in the early ‘90s. Then consider 
Jellyfish’s habit of coming on stage in Day 
Glo H.R. Pufnstuf outfits, singing impecc: 
ble three-part harmonies, and playing rolle1 
rink keyboards instead of distorted guitars 
What you've got is one of the gutsier bands 
Mc at 
but only one is by the Beatles 
rather than Wings Abba 


and Argent, and they make frequent refer 


of their time. They cover three Pau 


ney songs 


They also cover 


ence to Queen, ELO, and Supertramp. The 
Sugar & Spice’ 
an album track by the Archies (who even 


' 
masterstroke, however, is 
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‘90s, Jellyfish 


‘ \ 1s 


knew there were any?) done with no irony 
whatsoevel 

How were Jellyfish able to pull off a 
sound this unhip? 
the most part 
“That Is Why,” still ranks as the 
1. “Calling 


embody ro 


Their original songs, for 
were exquisite. Their one 
semi-hit a 
best thing Cheap Trick never dic 
Sarah” and “New Mistake 
mantic exhilaration as well as anything 
being written then or now. None of the 
demos is quite as polished as the album 
versions, so non-converts will first want to 
seek out the original albums (especially the 
debut, Bellybutton). But fans will find this 
set as impeccably detailed as everything 
else Jellyfish did, with full history, photos, 
and notes by the bandmembers for every 
track. And if there is some repetition on 
the four discs, nobody ever died from an 
overdose of bubblegum. 


— Brett Milano 


Classical round-up: 

Furtwangler, Richter, 

Christmas Lights 

Since Christmas celebrates a historical event, 
two of my box-set suggestions for the classical- 
music lover focus on performances by great 
musicians of the past. First off are two vol- 
umes of Recordings, 1942-1944 by the 
German conductor Wilhelm Furtwangler 
and the Berlin Philharmonic (Deutsche 
Grammophon, nine CDs total). The war 
gave Furtwiangler’s conducting an extra 
edge, and some of his most vital perform- 
ances are here, including a profound reading 
of the Brahms B-flat Piano Concerto with 
Edwin Fischer. 

Also in the “legendary” category is the 
muscular pianism of Sviatoslav Richter, and 
the Praga label offers 15 CDs worth of his 
performances at Prague’s Spring Festival. 
It’s a gold mine whose repertoire runs from 
Haydn to Scriabin and includes five wonder- 
ful discs of Beethoven plus Mussorgsky’s 
Pictures at an Exhibition, a Richter specialty. 

Finally, to bring things back to the season 
at hand: the Christmas Lights collection 
(Harmonia Mundi, four CDs) gathers some 
of the Baroque’s best non-Messiah holiday 
music, including Schiitz’s setting of the Na- 
tivity story, Charpentier’s Pastorale on the 
Birth of Christ, and three Christmas cantatas 
by Bach. Performances are of the historically 
informed variety under such luminaries as 
Philippe Herreweghe and William Christie. 

— David Weininger 


























Continued from the cover 
touched my hand. I was so happy that I lied 
and said | like Dave Matthews Band.”) In 
“Matthews Comes Alive,” Lennon tries to 
fill Dave’s shufflin’ shoes, relating the 
DMB’s early days playing “a college in Ver- 
mont, at the spring fling on the quad,” as 
the man himself. (“This is a song about me, 
Dave Matthews, and the band | formed. It 
was, what, 10 years ago? At the Earth Day 
festival.”) 

Lennon’s dual Dave disses have gotten 
some chuckling attention from indie 
tastemakers. But the smirking hipsters 
who've taken to his wry, contagious songs 
with a knowing wink and nod may be sur- 
prised that Lennon swears he isn’t taking 
the piss. In fact the most he claims to know 
about the band is that their songs seemed 
to issue from every jukebox in every bar he 
drank in while recording Downtown, “| 
don’t really know much about them,” he 
ly. “I don’t hate them 


savs flat There are a 


worse bands. But they sure are very 
pular is something Don Lennon 
isn't quite yet. Not even in his home town 
though he’s put out three CDs (his first 
two, 1997’s Maniac and 1999's Don 
Lennon, were self-released), is signed to a 
respected (Indiana's Secretly Canadi 
an is home to tragically hip artists like the 
Danielson Famile, Songs: Ohia, and Dami 
an Jurado), and counts scene staples like 
Peter Linnane and Pete Weiss as frequent 
members of his band (Lennon also record- 
ed all three albums at Zippah, the 
Brighton/ Brookline studio Weiss and Lin- 
nane own.) 

“I honestly don’t know much about it,” he 
says when I ask what he thinks of his the 
Boston scene. “I never play here. It’s really 
hard to get a show. It’s easier for me to get 
shows elsewhere. I’m not gonna keep send 
ing [bookers] my CDs and having them re- 
ject me.” 

Does he find it ironic that despite Down- 
town’s having received favorable reviews in 
high-profile rags like the Village Voice, and 
despite his having devoted pockets of fans 
in far-afield burgs like 
Minneapolis and Omaha, 
the best club dates he can 
get around here are spo- 
radic stints at the Milky 
Way and a recent spot 
opening for Pansy Divi- 
sion at the Middle East (at 


“No, I'd say it’s totally 
typical of Boston. You see 
the same names [on club 
bills] over and over again.” 

Has he ever tried playing in something 
like the Rumble in a bid to boost his profile? 

“No. I don’t even know what that is.” 

At first, it’s hard to believe this diffident, 
soft-spoken 28-year old, with a flop of hair 
almost concealing his eyes and a starched 
collar under his preppy sweater, is the same 
guy who tosses off polished, poppy, often 
laugh-out-loud-funny songs with titles like 
“My Favorite Rock Group” and “Hang Out 
with My Friends” with such breezy surety. 
Then I think back to the covers of Lennon’s 
first two albums: in both, he’s unsmiling 
and sporting a tie. For a moment I wonder 
whether his bemused interview persona is 
all an act. But with every cagy, soft-spoken 
answer he gives, it seems that much clearer 
that he’s more at ease expressing himself in 
songs than in sentences. Maybe that’s why 
on Downtown he sings one, “The Boston 
Music Scene,” that says much more about 
his feelings: 


tarlight 
Pansy Division’s request)? Ss ar ig 


BY MIKE MILIARD 


music 


Not exactly the hub of the Hub 


Don Lennon’s a national hit — so how come he can't get a gig in Boston? 





CONUNDRUM: sometimes Lennon is mordanily funny, sometimes he’s tender, and sometimes we're not sure 


When you meet them off stage, they can 

be really mean 

But I have still not lost all faith in the 

Boston music scene 
Although I should have long ago 
And in the Boston music scene I’m 
gonna open up the show. 

That song’s ambivalence speaks to the per- 
sonality traits that seem to be at work, and 
sometimes at odds, in Lennon’s music. He’s 
something of an outsider. Super smart. A lit- 
tle shy. Occasionally a 
wise-ass. Standing a little 
to the side, constantly ob- 
serving, compulsively com- 
menting. Sometimes he’s 
mordantly funny. Some- 
times he’s tender. Some- 
times his songs are elegiac. 
Sometimes they’re ebul- 
lient. Sometimes, it seems, 
he’s not sure what they 
are. A lot of the time, nei- 
ther am I. Groping for a frame of reference, | 
ask the obligatory influences question. 

“Mekons . . . Beat Happening . . . Galaxie 
500, which led me back to Lou Reed and 
John Cale . . . Talking Heads . . . Jonathan 
Richman.” 

Richman is no surprise. Like his Massa- 
chusetts compatriot, Lennon specializes in 
grafting quirky apothegms about quotidian 
minutiae to quasi-simplistic three-chord 
structures. And his words and his music, like 
Richman’s, have much more resonance than 
was at first apparent — even if it’s still not 
clear exactly what they mean to say. 

Lennon seems to have traced a different 
thematic path on each of his three records. 
And on each one his songs are about, well, 
normal stuff. Maniac (recorded not long 
after he’d graduated from Boston Universi- 
ty), with songs like “Grad Student” and 
“Turn the Living Room into a Dance Floor,” 
is about college and all that entails. He even 
beats Andrew W.K. to the spiked punch with 


a song cycle: “Party in September,” “Party 
All the Time,” and “Party Coordinator.” 

Yet instead of rocking hard, this trio 
swoon. And their titles are deceiving. These 
songs and his other vignettes about dance 
music and talking to girls are funny, but 
they’re also laced with pathos, a sense of vul- 
nerability, even a vague foreboding. Take 
“Get Moving.” The blithely tossed-off “I see 
my friends, and they’re movin’ in different 
directions” might refer to Lennon watching 
a sweaty dance-floor jumble. Or it could al- 
lude to watching college students get scat- 
tered by the vagaries of approaching adult 
life. Or maybe he’s just castigating college 
cliques. Or himself. It’s hard to say. 

“The first album was about parties and 
friends, mainly because that’s what a lot of 
people did in college, and that’s all I heard 
people talking about. | thought I would try 
to sing about what people were really 
doing.” 

His sophomore effort, Don Lennon, is 
about, well, Don Lennon. “The second 
album ended up being about me. Ridiculous- 
ly so, since no one had ever even heard of 
me.” Nonetheless, it kicks off with a Kinky 
rave-up called “My Debut Album” that’s 
about Lennon bringing same to a party to 
use as background music and bragging con- 
versation fodder. (“What did you do last 
summer?” “I recorded my debut album.”) 
Other songs have titles like “DL ’97” and 
“Ich Heisse Don”; here he comments on 
substantive things like social mores and 
being disappointed in a band and feeling ill 
at ease in one’s own country. But his self- 
reflexiveness, his plaintively goofy singing, 
and the tunes’ upbeat melodies make one 
wonder whether he’s serious. 

Pete Weiss summed up Lennon’s MO 
best when he wrote on his Web site 


(www.weissy.com) that the music is “dou- 


ble-reverse-ironic-with-a-twist.” That’s 
what makes Downtown such a multifarious 
work. Although it does find Lennon and his 


band branching into genres like folk and 
French pop and pedal-steely country, its 
musical vocabulary sweetly keening vo- 
cals, sprightly strummed jazz chords, boun- 
cy ascending and descending keyboard 
riffs, melodic high-end bass trills, and 
propulsive, shuffling beats is much the 
same as that of its predecessors. But 
Lennon’s lyrics gaze beyond himself, and 
beyond the BU campus, to look at a sweep- 
ing swath of high culture and low culture, 
nightlife and sex life, Bongwater and the 
Mekons. Downtown is saturated with pop 
culture, with lyrics that are clever and, as 
usual, funny. There’s just that nagging un- 
certainty about what they mean. “Lenny 
Kravitz and Lisbon”.is an ostensible warn- 
ing to the Portuguese capital that the 
dreadlocked dude on their arena’s Jum- 
botron will only love ’em and leave ’em. But 
if Lennon’s dissing Lenny, why doesn’t he 
say so outright? And why is the music so 
happy? In the pretty “John Cale,” a swirling 
gust of jingle bells and viola, Lennon 
dreams of himself as his subject, speaking 
Welsh, being “fucked-up on heroin and 
speed and . . . saying all these nasty things 
about Lou Reed.” Is it a piece of hero wor- 
ship wrought as eloquent verse? Is he being 
a jerk? Or is he just having fun? In the 
bouncy sexcapade “Gay Fun,” when Lennon 
winks, “Sometimes a word has two mean- 
ings — I think you know what I mean,” 
what does he mean? Who is this guy? 
Maybe it doesn’t matter. Lennon’s fans 
love his farcical, enigmatic lyrics and his 
crystalline pop sensibility for what they are. 
And if he’s not yet a big name in his home 
town, he may soon be able to look forward 
to a wider audience in the Gulf region. As 
one reviewer writes on that populist arena 
of rock-crit discourse, Amazon.com (where 
Lennon’s three-album average is a solid 4.8 
stars out of 5), “Play this CD for the people 
of Iraq and they would agree that the USA 
is good.” S 
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Restaurants 
by cuisine, 
or by location. 


Movies 
by title, 
by theatre, 
or by art film, 


Dance by 
“look at them 
dance” 
or “look at me 
i’'m dancing!” 
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live and on record 


GUNS W’ ROSES: 
DIFFERENT 
AND SPECIAL 


With the painfully obvious major ex- 
ception of the personnel involved, it 
was a throwback to the heady metal 
days of the pre-Nirvana late ’80s, re- 
plete with chicks in the audience baring 
their chests for a roving cameraman, 
plenty of pyro, and rock star Axl Rose 
taking his sweet time backstage before 
finally, at 10:45 p.m., gracing the rav- 
enous but tiring crowd with his larger- 
than-life presence. That’s just about 
when you'd expect most acts who are 
big enough to headline the FleetCenter 
to be moving in for the kill with a sec 
3ut Guns N 

And Axl Rose 


special which is a nice 


ond or third encore 
Roses are, uh, different 
is, well, he’s 
way of saying that he’s narcissistic, 
difficult, and so habitually late that his 
unpredictability has become almost 
routine. 

Indeed, after almost a full decade 
away from the road, Rose kjcked off 
the current “Chinese Democracy” tour 
on November 7 with a move straight 
out of Guns N’ Roses’ early-’90s play 
book: he was a last-minute no-show 
for a gig at the General Motors Place 
arena in Vancouver, where angry fans 
showed up at the gates and proceeded 
to riot. Officials in Vancouver don’t 
have to worry about a repeat perform- 
ance at a make-up show: this past Sun- 
day, after only a month on the road, 
Guns N’ Roses missed a second show 
(at Philadelphia’s First Union Center), 
then announced that they were cancel- 
ing the remainder of the tour, which 
was supposed to continue through the 
end of the year. 

Boston-area fans, however, were 
given no such reprieve by Ax] and his 
traveling rock-and-roll sideshow. Hav- 
ing parted ways with the last of his 
original Guns N’ Roses bandmates six 
years ago, Rose has rebuilt the band 
into what resembles a circus of profes- 
sional rock-and-roll freaks: it features 
the three-guitar assault of masked 
shredder Buckethead, former Nine 
Inch Nails/Cirque du Soleil ax man 
Robin Fink, and thin-as-a-rail LA hired 
gun Richard Fortus. Also along for the 
ride is/was Tommy Stinson, the former 
Replacements bassist, who still favors 
loud plaid suits as his stagewear; one- 
time Primus drummer Brian “Brain” 
Mantia; and two keyboardists, Tool 
sideman Chris Pitman and Use Your II- 
lusion session man Dizzy Reed, who 
stands as the touring outfit’s only tie to 
Axl’s Guns N’ Roses past. The king of 
these freaks is Rose, whose blond corn- 
rowed hair looked like a mass of 
spaghetti surrounding his beefy and 
reddened meatball of a head when he 
strode on stage at the FleetCenter a 
week ago Monday. 

Rose may have built this current ver- 
sion of the band — most of whom 
have been involved to varying extents in 
his beyond-comical six-year-long at- 
tempt to record a new studio album — 
as a means to bridge the decade-long 
gap that’s elapsed since the last proper 
Guns N’ Roses studio album. But there 
was little or no indication of any updat- 
ing in the set he treated the FleetCenter 
crowd to. Even the cover tunes — Paul 
McCartney’s “Live and Let Die” and 
Bob Dylan’s “Knockin’ on Heaven’s 
Door” — were drawn from the old 
Guns N’ Roses songbook. 

Of course, with no new album to 
support, everything on this band’s set 
list is a cover of sorts: nobody in the 
current line-up had anything to do with 
writing GNR favorites like “Welcome 
to the Jungle,” “Sweet Child 0’ Mine,” 
and “Mr. Brownstone.” And as an ob- 
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BURNISHED BARTOK: making his BSO debut, Piotr Anderszewski gra- 







ciously filled in for Zoltan Kocsis, and he was a welcome guest. 


vious easy moneymaking scheme, the 
truncated “Chinese Democracy” tour 
was clearly designed to give audiences 
nothing more and nothing less than 
what they wanted — the crucial clas- 
sics from 1987’s Appetite for Destruc- 
tion and 1991’s Use Your Illusion parts 
I and II (all on Geffen) tossed together 
with a couple of crowd-pleasing covers 
from GNR’s salad days. That may seem 
a small payoff for fans who have been 
waiting all this time for Guns N’ Roses 
to re-emerge. But at least the band 
showed up for the FleetCenter gig. 

— Matt Ashare 


JANOWSKI AT THE BSO: 
BARTOK AND STRAUSS 


Polish-German conductor Marek 
Janowski, whose lovely Hansel und 
Gretel the week before marked his re- 
turn to the BSO after six years, ended 
the BSO’s fall season with an odd Lau- 
rel & Hardy pairing: Barték’s haunting 
and delicate Third Piano Concerto, a 
loving bequest to his wife and frequent 
piano partner, Ditta Pasztory (he had 
completed all but the last 17 bars when 
he died, in 1945), and Richard 
Strauss’s last major tone poem, the 
inflated Alpensinfonie (“Alpine Sym- 
phony”), from 1915, a work that takes 
nearly an hour and more than 100 
players to get through. That Janowski 
made sense of both pieces is a testa- 
ment to his musical sensibility. 

This Bart6k concerto is not the one 
the BSO had scheduled. Hungarian pi- 
anist Zoltan Kocsis was set to perform 
the drivingly rhythmic, sometimes 
abrasively dissonant Second, but he 
cancelled, and his replacement, 33- 
year-old Polish- Hungarian virtuoso 
Piotr Anderszewski, in his BSO debut, 
preferred the Third. 

The concerto begins in quietude — 
a nostalgic Hungarian melody in the 
piano surrounded by murmuring 
strings. Then piano and orchestra 
trade places — the orchestra takes 
over the melody while the piano shim- 
mers with high-lying trills. Big-handed, 
fresh-faced, and gangly, Anderszewski 
has an appealing openness, a darkly 
burnished tone, and effortless accura- 
cy. He played the theme with eloquent 
understatement, as if he were refusing 
to wallow in the beauty of this mo- 
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ment, holding back almost stoically. 

Janowski, too, refused to force. The 
slow movement, Adagio religioso, 
seemed to float in a spiritual trance, 
piano and orchestra alternating again, 
the steady series of piano chords grow- 
ing darker and increasingly interise, 
the orchestra responding with a 
solemn chorale. But there are also the 
enchanting twitterings of birds — flut- 
tering piano, chirping winds, and 
pizzicato strings. Bartok ends happily, 
with a playfully contrapuntal Allegro 
vivace and only occasional hints of 
shadows. 

The Strauss began with a shaky en- 
trance in the low brasses, and there 
was some raucous brass playing 
throughout (a lot of brass to polish in 
this piece, including 12 off-stage play- 
ers). But it was evident that Janowski 
was Closely following Strauss’s plot: a 
mountain climb, the summit achieved, 
the quick descent in a sudden storm. 
The Alpine Symphony is explicitly illus- 
trative — a soundtrack without a 
movie. We see a waterfall cascading. 
We “hear” a sunrise. We pass a pasture 
and listen to the cowbells (Strauss may 
be recalling Mahler’s Sixth Symphony 
— perhaps this is his elegy for Mahler, 
who died in 1911). We reach the sum- 
mit in a glorious climax. A storm rum- 
bles, then explodes in thunderbolts and 
lightning flashes (there are both wind 
and thunder machines). A pious organ 
(James David Christie — another key- 
board wizard) intones before the 
“Dying Away of Sound” (“Ausklang”) 
and the return of “Night.” 

Janowski never pumped the climaxes 
— he seemed simply to be riding their 
waves of rising and falling. There was- 
n’t a moment of macho self-congratu- 
lation. In the mysterious, almost vi- 
sionary moment after the arrival at the 
summit, he allowed the soloists — first 
cello, then trombone, horn, trumpet, 
and finally a lonely oboe (expressive, 
articulate John Ferrillo) — real breath- 
ing space in which to establish their 
identity. 

Too bad the Alpine Symphony isn’t a 
more inspired work. Almost every ef- 
fect has a more vivid precedent in ear- 
lier Strauss — or Wagner. Still, we’re 
not likely to get a better performance in 
the near future. And if we’re lucky, we 
won't get another one at all for a while. 

— Uoyd Schwartz 
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BY TOM KIELTY 


ery few things are of more value to Chris 
Robinson than freedom. It’s what drove 
him, like so many other American 
teenagers, to form a rock-and-roll band as a 
kid growing up in Atlanta — in this case a 
volatile, rootsy outfit with his more reserved 
brother Rich on guitar. That band, the Black 
Crowes, went on to sell millions of records, 
collaborate on a tour and a live CD with one of 
their heroes, Jimmy Page, and become a fertile 
creative battleground for Rich and Chris. So 
it’s understandable that after 18 years of duk- 
ing it out in the Black Crowes, Chris Robinson 
would once again find himself searching for 
freedom, a search that took the form of a solo 
project earlier this year. 

“Part of the thing about a band like the 
Black Crowes is that it just starts to become 
filled with rules,” he admitted when we 
talked backstage during his most recent visit 
to the Paradise. “You know, ‘We don’t 
sound like that and we don’t do this.’ You 
get older, and you’re stuck with those rules, 
and everybody has their own shit to deal 
with . 

So Robinson hooked up with long-time 
Pearl Jam manager Kelley Curtis and made 
the album he says he’d always wanted to, the 
one where he didn’t have to follow anybody 
else’s rules. Not that he’s forsaken the Black 
Crowes — he’s the first to acknowledge how 
fortunate he is to have the group. “I’m pretty 
hardcore about what | want, but I also real- 
ize that there are other talented people and 





Free at last 


With New Earth Mud, 


Chris Robinson goes solo 








that I’ve been very blessed to be surrounded 
by them in the Black Crowes.” 

The same can be said for Robinson on New 
Earth Mud (Redline Entertainment). One of 
those talented people is Paul Stacey, a jazz gui- 
tarist whose production credits include work- 
ing with Oasis on their 2000 album Standing 
on the Shoulders of Giants (Sony). Oasis 
leader Noel Gallagher introduced Robinson to 
Stacey in London, and when Robinsomlearned 


Alien invasion 


Mudvayne’s extraterrestrial metal 


BY SEAN RICHARDSON 


ave you seen Mudvayne lately? You 
know Mudvayne, the metal band with 
the face paint who won a 2001 MT\ 
Video Music Award for “Dig.” Well, they’ve 
got a new album, The End of All Things To 
Come (Epic), and a new look that makes 
them a little tough to recognize. They’ve 
traded the face paint for grotesque alien 
masks, complete with big hollow eyes pro- 
truding out of their heads. They've also got 
new stage names: frontman Matthew McDo 
nough has gone from Kud to Chud, guitarist 
Greg Tribbett from Gurrg to Guug, bassist 
Ryan Martinie from Ryan to Ru-D, and 
drummer Chad Gray from Spag to Spug 
On the metal evolutionary scale, going from 
circus freaks to sci-fi geeks can only be con- 
sidered progress 
When in 2000 Mudvayne made their 
| debut with L.D. 50 (Epic), it 
was clear that the Peoria band were more 
than just refugees from a mosh-pit costume 
party. They took the album title from a med- 
ical term used to measure toxicity, and the 
twisted heaviness of the disc suggested the 
group’s interest in controlled substances was 
less than professional. The unmitigated bile 
of “Dig” recalled fellow Midwesterners Slip- 
knot, whose M. Shawn Crahan served as the 
album’s executive producer. “Death 
Blooms” took the band’s aggression to an 
even scarier place, adding abrupt mood 
changes and adventurous tempo shifts to the 
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When L.D. 50 went gold, fans dubbed 
Mudvayne the new kings of math metal — a 
term that has often been used to describe 
underground bands like the Dillinger Escape 
Plan and Candiria but one that rarely applies 
to mainstream groups. There’s no doubt it 
fits Mudvayne: their new single, “Not 
Falling,” may not be up to the technical stan- 
dards of your average Dillinger slugfest, but 
it turns on a dime faster than anything else 
on commercial rock radio. “I/I stand/Not 
crawling/Not falling down,” 
the song’s muscular groove, striking a 
defiant chord that Godsmack fans will know 
well. The frontman gets the hook out of his 
system before he starts screaming, and the 
band march to the beat of their own extra- 
terrestrial drummer 

If Slipknot were Mudvayne’s biggest he- 
roes on L.D. 50, then Tool were a close sec- 
ond. So it makes sense that The End of All 
Things To ¢ 
Bottrill, whose work with Tool and King 
Crimson has made him prog-metal’s most 
sought-after studio guy. Apart from their 
complicated song structures, Mudvayne 
don’t actually sound much like Tool: they 
value noise over subtlety, and Chud isn’t on 
Maynard James Keenan’s level as a front- 
man. But like Tool, Mudvayne have a wacky, 
versatile rhythm section who bring the ele- 
ment of surprise to every song. 

The End of All Things To Come gets off to 
a ferocious start with “Silenced,” which 
takes on censorship with a violent thrash 
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DIFFERENT FLAVORS: with the Black 
Crowes in an “indefinite hiatus,” Chris 
Robinson indulges his taste for folkier set- 
tings — and jazz — on New Earth Mud. 


that his wife, actress Kate Hudson, would be 
filming in Paris, he seized the opportunity to 


collaborate with Stacey. “We were moving to 
Paris for three months, and I figured it was the 
perfect scenario. We found a little funky studio 
with all the good analog outboard gear — you 
walk in and you can hear the dust in there. It 
just worked out in terms of timing, and I was 
ready with the material for the album,” 

That material, which formed the founda- 





MASKED MEN: Mudvayne have traded the face paint of their first incarnation for 


grotesque alien masks, complete with big hollow eyes protruding out of their heads. 


dle finger is the flag that I wave when I'm si- 
lenced!” screams Chud on the chorus, and 
the band slyly acknowledge the song title by 
cutting themselves off mid stride. It’s disaf- 
fected sloganeering like this that puts Mud- 
vayne up there with Slipknot as one of com- 
mercial metal’s most exciting groups. On 
“Solve et Coagula,” Chud invokes every 
metalhead’s favorite element, fire, and the 
band flatten their prog-rock pretensions with 
a vicious stampede. 

But Mudvayne don’t spend the entire 
album in overdrive. They take it down a 
notch on the somber power ballad “World 
So Cold,” where Chud croons some of the 
disc’s sharpest melodies. When everyone 
gets restless at the end of the song, the re- 
sults are thrilling: Spug throws a fit on the 
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tion of New Earth Mud, draws on a more di- 
verse range of influences than the Black 
Crowes do. Yet it’s still a classic, rootsy rock 
tour, one that takes into account Robinson’s 
fondness for the eccentric jazz saxist Rahsaan 
Roland Kirk and the eclectic Incredible String 
Band as well as usual suspects like Neil 
Young, Bob Dylan, and Bobby Womack. Its 
mix of jazz and rock resembles nothing so 
much as a mid-’70s Jerry Garcia solo album. 
And like Garcia without the Dead, Robinson 
was able to pursue all his interests without 
reservation. “It’s just things that I like that 
have become me over the years.” That in- 
cludes his fondness for psychedelic-era ef- 
fects, like the harpsichord that turns up on 
“Fables” and the breezy Byrdsy melodies that 
bolster the trippy “Better Than the Sun.” Al- 
though Stacey is there to provide as much 
tasteful guitar playing as the tunes need, 
Robinson opts for a folkier, more acoustic 
setting than the Black Crowes have generally 
favored. It’s a surprisingly comfortable fit for 
Robinson’s gutsy vocal delivery. 

In the meantime, he confirms that the 
Crowes are in an “indefinite hiatus.” “I think 
it’s fair to say, ‘We'll see what happens,’” he 
says when I bring up the band who've been 
his rock-and-roll home for almost two 
decades. “Is it easy to look in the future and 
say my brother and I will never play music 
again? I don’t know if that’s really real. It will 
just happen when it happens.” 

For now, Robinson is dealing with the limi- 
tations that even a bandleader faces. “I really 
did believe in this kind of twisted idea of free- 
dom,” he admits, “and then I realized that it’s 
not true freedom until everybody’s taking care 
of everybody else.” He pauses and smiles. 
“Hey, I drove up here in a van,” he says with a 
hearty laugh. “I’m just having a good time.” &@ 


Chris Robinson and New Earth Mud per- 
form at Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel in Provi- 
dence this Friday, December 13. Call (401) 
831-4071. 





cathartic speed rap that Slipknot frontman 
Corey Taylor would be proud of. 

Like most metal bands of their generation, 
Mudvayne write ugly, disturbing music 
about the demons inside their heads. But 
they've also got something to say about the 
brutality of the world around them, and 
that’s the perspective that suits them best on 
The End of All Things To Come. On the title 
track, they come up with their own plan for 
world peace, gleefully fantasizing about the 
apocalypse. “All over with/Fuck all the flags, 
the greed, the world leaders!” yells Chud on 
the chorus, and everyone else backs him up 
with enough heavy artillery to rival Pantera. 
It might not be the most constructive re- 
sponse to a world ravaged by war, but at 
least they’re paying attention. Not bad for a 
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Black and blue 


Aterciopelados and ‘Miss Colombia’ 


arlier this month, the Colombian band 
Aterciopelados performed live on the 
telecast of the Miss Colombia pageant. 


In some ways, their presence was unremark- 


able — Colombia's most popular alterna- 
rock band gracing the stage of the country’s 
most popular televised event. But in others, 
it was scandalous. With lead singer Andrea 
Echeverri cloaked in a 
pair of flowing white 
pants and a baggy 
poncho that obscured 
her long and wiry 
body, the band sang 
their 1998 sleeper hit 
“El estuche” (roughly, 
“the package”), a 
song that launches a 
pointed assault on 
the conventions of female beauty that the 
pageant flaunts. “Look at the essence, not 
appearances,” Echeverri sang only minutes 
after the bathing-suit walks and the ball- 
gown struts. “The body is only a shell . . . 
what's inside is what matters.” 

The Miss Colombia pageant took place in 
the coastal city of Cartagena, a two-hour 
plane ride from Bogota, the more urbanized 
and landlocked city that has shaped the 
music of Aterciopelados since they formed 
there at the beginning of the 90s. “El es- 
tuche” is included on Evolucién: grandes éx- 
itos (BMG US Latin), a dazzling develop- 
mental tour of their career that watches 
them go from playing bare-boned rock 
melodies to using those melodies to reinvent 
traditional Colombian music (bolero, porro, 
vallenato, jaropo) for mosh pits and elec- 
tronica lounges. That’s how Aterciopelados 
have put rock and electro faces on the sto- 
ries that all that Colombian music tells: the 
country’s centuries-old musical mestizaje, 
the collision of Spanish, African, and Indian 
that has existed since conquest hit Colom- 


bia’s Caribbean coast at the beginning of the 


16th century. 
That Aterciopelados are more, as Colom- 
bians put it, “claro” (so white, they’re clear) 
than “azul” (so dark, they’re blue) should 
come as no surprise — throughout the 
Americas, when mestizaje goes multination- 
al, the hues of its Billboard-charting ambas- 
sadors usually tip the mestizo scale to the 
Euro-white side. Just look at Colombia’s 
other top global pop exports of the moment 
— Juanes, Cabas, Carlos Vives, Shakira. 
Their sounds are all rooted in African and 
Indian music from Colombia’s Caribbean, 
Pacific, and Atlantic coasts, but none of 
them looks black or Indian enough to make 
teen consumers in LA or Tokyo confront the 
racial margins of Latin America. It is one of 
the grand stories of exporting commercial 
music in the Americas: African and Indian 








CLARO: the high- 
profile “lightened” pop 
export Aterciopelados 
speak to Colombia's 
“hidden” dark roots 

































































music can be audibly present only when it is 
visually obscured, the dark shadows buried 

in a lightened mix that wouldn’t be possible 
without them. 

The day before the Miss Colombia pag- 
eant, “The National Contest of Beauty,” was 
taped in Cartagena’s main civic theater, an- 
other pageant was held miles away in the 
city’s bull ring, “El Reinado del 
Pueblo,” the beauty contest of 
“the people.” Whereas most of 
Miss Colombia’s participants 
are light-skinned, the women of 
this crowning are more pueblo, 
representatives of Colombia’s 
darker and poorer regions who 
get cheered on by hundreds of 
their neighbors as they spill out 
from stacked rows of bleachers. 

The two beauty contests held in Cartage- 
na — the city that for years was South 
America’s main port of entry for African 
slaves — reflect the two Colombias, “na- 
tional Colombia” and “popular Colombia,” 
the Colombia that gets seen and the Colom- 
bia that remains hidden (despite this coun- 
try’s being the South American nation with 
the highest African-descended population 
after Brazil). Nina, a new Afro-Colombian 
pop singer from the Pacific coast, is a prod- 
uct of that hidden Colombia. Her homony- 
mous debut for EMI comes straight out of 
the porro tradition of laying swinging brass 
ensembles over thumping tamboras and 
crackling snares. 

But Nina does porro for the global mo- 
ment. Flowing sung and spoken verses like 
a Colombian Missy Elliott, she plays with it, 
tweaks it, and makes it her own, leaving 
hip-hop and ragga footprints wherever she 
goes. When Nina turns out the folkloric 
standard “Kilele,” she tells us, “It’s a dance 
from the Pacific, but it’s my style!” Se- 
quenced beats flutter beneath rollicking 
clarinets and trumpets as she sings, over 
and over, “This is the land where I was 
born.” 

The Miss Colombia pageant took place 
the same week as Colombia’s independ- 
ence-day festivals. Up and down the beach- 
es of Cartagena, Colombians celebrated the 
liberation of their country from Spanish 
colonialism with carnivalesque parties that 
parodied the era of conquest, complete with 
men painting their faces black with burnt 
oil. There was music everywhere: towers of 
speakers blasting from front porches, tran- 
sistor radios blaring from restaurant 
kitchens. And up and down the beach, there 
were huddles of people — most of them 
dark, some of them light — dancing around 
snare drums and clarinets, wet from the sea 
that centuries ago turned this old world into 
a new home. ae 





















christmas 


**1/2, Ella Fitzgerald, ELLA 
WISHES YOU A SWINGING 
CHRISTMAS (Verve). Count on 
Ella Fitzgerald to make a real, nour 
ishing jazz record out of the 
moldiest of seasonal chestnuts. She 
enters “Jingle Bells” swinging over a 
fast walking bass, the “jingle” of 
piano chord triplets, and a nifty sec- 
ond-beat rim-shot “tock!” When 
Santa comes to town, he takes a 
sleigh ride on Ella's melismatic “S-a 
a-an-ta.” In the medium-tempo 
“Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Rein 
deer,” she interpolates a bluesy 
melody from “Tom Dooley” for the 
line “Hang your nose down, Rudi 
Hang your nose and cry.” Basie’'s 
“Good Morning Blues” gets a soul 
jazz Xmas treatment. And as usual 
Ella resurrects long-forgotten intro 
ductory verses for her literate read 
ings (“Santa Claus Is Coming to 
Town” and Frank Loesser's “What 
Are You Doing New Year's Eve?”) 
Even the Swingle Singers—type 
vocal choir and the occasional 
strings and lounge-jazz flute sec 
tions manage, for the most part, to 
transcend schlock. The only disap 
pointment on this reissue from 1960 
(with extra tracks, natch) is that the 
musicians on the superb Frank 
DeVol arrangements remain anony- 
mous. Who takes that arcing, ro- 
mantic trombone solo on “The 
Christmas Song”? Who's that Sonny 
Rollins—quoting tenor-sax on “Let It 
Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!"? 
And who plays the excellent vibes 
obbligati throughout? Oh, to be a 
Hollywood session man in the late 
"50s! 
— Jon Garelick 


**x The Ventures, CHRISTMAS 
JOY (Varese Sarabande). The orig- 
inal Ventures Christmas album, from 
1966 (and still in print), ranks as one 
of the greatest rock-and-roll holiday 
discs ever. Not only did they turn all 
the songs into surf instrumentals, 
they wrapped each one around the 
main riff of a then-current hit — re- 
vealing, for instance, that the Beat- 
les’ “| Feel Fine” had more in com- 
mon with “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer” than anybody wanted to 
admit. 

Three and a half decades later 
comes this follow-up featuring three- 
quarters of the same band (Leon 
Taylor has taken his late dad Mel's 
place on drums, and late-’60s lead- 
guitarist Gerry McGee plays along- 
side Nokie Edwards, whom he origi- 
nally replaced). But you wouldn't ex- 
pect (or even want) these old surfers 
to learn an album's worth of current 
hits. So they play it relatively straight 
this time. It's a lower-key album than 
its predecessor, heavier on tradition 
al carols. Yet despite some unwel- 
come keyboards and an overeager 
jingle-bell player, they haven't given 
in to schmaltz. “Silent Night” and “O 
Holy Night” allow the underrated 
McGee to play it slow and pretty, 
with plenty of tremolo. For fans of 
the 1966 album, “Joy to the World” 
and “O Christmas Tree” are worked 
into the riffs from “Pipeline” and 
“Walk Don't Run,” respectively, And 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
shows what's kept the Ventures 
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HELL’S BELLS: .. 
and his band Dio. 


off the 


afloat for four decades their abili 
ty to make a surf instrumental out of 
absolutely anything 


— Brett Milano 


* x * The Gypsy Hombres, DJAN- 
GO BELLS (Memphis Internation- 
al). Nashville cats Peter Hykra (vio 
lin), Justin Thompson (guitar), and 
David Spicher (bass) provide relief 
from Bing Crosby and Bobby Helms 
with 10 takes on Christmas songs 
rearranged as though they were 
being played by a Hot Club of Paris 
trio. So “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer” becomes a Gypsy tango 
with a sprightly violin solo, and 
Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy 
gets Balkanized. “You're a Mean 
One, Mr. Grinch” also acquires a 
touch of menace, thanks to the dark 
bowing of Spicher’s bass, which is 
offset by Thompson’s sharp comp 
ing and jazz-flavored legato break 
Then, of course, there's the title 
track, which plays games with minor 
and major keys. And when Santa 
Claus comes to town, it's via cara 
van from Belgium. This predomi 
nantly acoustic album was originally 
released out of the band’s pocket 
last year in Nashville, where it be- 
came the best-selling CD for six 
weeks at the local Tower Records 
And no wonder: these guys are 
clean, expressive players with 
enough witty flair to give new life to 
all of the songs 
— Ted Drozdowski 


pop 


**x* Dio, KILLING THE DRAGON 
(Spitfire). Legendary metal front- 
man Ronnie James Dio, formerly of 
Black Sabbath and Rainbow, has 
been on an impressive winning 
streak lately. The '00 concept move 
Magica (Spitfire) was the best Dio 
album in years, and Ronnie got a 
loving shout-out from rock jokers 
Tenacious D on their recent hit 
Tenacious D (Epic) 

On their ninth and latest studio 
release, Killing the Dragon, the 
band drop the concept-album pfe- 
tense but lose none of their fire- 
breathing intensity. Ronnie's operat- 
ic howl is in fine form on “Push,” the 
first single and a sturdy example of 
the group’s old-school power-metal 
mastery. Long-time Dio guitarist 
Craig Goldy helped write that and 
two other songs here, but he’s re- 
placed on the album by journeyman 
Doug Aldrich, whose neo-classical 
shredding is a perfect fit for Ronnie's 
goth fantasies. They break into a 
fearsome gallop on the title track, 
and the dark, lumbering groove they 
settle into on “Scream” brings back 
fond memories of the Dio classic 
“Holy Diver.” Ronnie does flirt with 
self-parody on the overblown “Rock 
& Roll,” but that’s an aberration on 
this typically solid outing from one of 
metal’s true originals 

— Sean Richardson 

Dio perform this Saturday, De- 
cember 14, at the Palladium in 
Worcester. Call (508) 797-9696 


*x*xx* Gigolo Aunts, PACIFIC 
OCEAN BLUES (Bittersweet 
Recordings). Like heavy metal, 
power pop refuses to die, and the 


. and neither do former Black Sabbath frontman Ronnie James Dio 


record 
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Xmas goodies does not disappoint. 


Gigolo Aunts, one of the genre's 
keenest proponents, are still making 
records. The former Boston quartet 
(they're now based in LA) follow up 
1999's glossy Minor Chords and 
Major Themes with an effervescent 
batch of crunchy rockers and wil- 
lowy ballads. Originally begun as an 
acoustic project by a band whose 
members were exhausted after tour- 
ing behind Minor Chords and Major 
Themes, Pacific Ocean Blues soon 
took on the added heft of electric 
guitars and walloping drums. The re- 
sult is a bright and shiny album in 
which even the bitterest pill has a 
sugar coating. 

The opening “Hello” is a revved 
up pop nugget that leads with its 
hook. It segues smoothly into “Mr. 
Tomorrow,” another creamy blast of 
unadulterated pop. The rest of the 
disc is packed with tuneful har- 
monies and well-crafted hooks, from 
the upbeat, horn-punctuated “Let 
Go!” to the yearning title track. 
There's also the majestic “Lay Your 
Weary Body Down,” a gentle num- 
ber embellished with sweeping 
strings. It's too bad that just as they 
decided to take some time off from 
touring, the Gigolo Aunts had to go 
and release one of the best albums 
of their career. 

— Eliot Wilder 


**x* Idaho, WE WERE YOUNG 
AND NEEDED THE MONEY 
(Idaho/Retrophonic). Odds-and- 
sods collections that equal proper 
studio albums — such as Oasis’s 





The Masterplan and the Jam's Ex- 
tras are the exception rather than 
the rule. But We Were Young and 
Needed the Money, \daho's version 
of such a collection, is one of those 
rarities. The disc features unre 
leased tracks recorded by the Cali- 
fornia slo-core pop outfit between 
1992 and 2000. The band’s mix of 
lo-fi guitar textures and gradually 
building dynamics is a welcome 
throwback to the quiet intensity of 
late-’80s/early-’90s indie bands like 
American Music Club and Red 
House Painters. They surround 
singer Jeff Martin's pleading vocals 
with distressed guitars, swirling 
hazes of noise and feedback, and 
on “Nothing Wrong,” humming bass 
and what sounds like toy piano. Oc- 
casionally the sparse backdrops 
give way to drawn-out solos, but the 
wintry moodiness of the material is 
never interrupted. And it’s that con- 
sistency that makes these previous- 
ly unreleased tracks as compelling 
and even as cohesive as Idaho's 
2001 CD, Levitate 

— Annie Zaleski 


dance 


* * x Mar T and Paco Osuna, AM- 
NESIA IBIZA (Groovalicious). 
Ibiza, long a party destination for 
young Western Europeans, contin- 
ues to be a source of uncompromis- 
ingly joyous dance music. On this 
two-CD set, the featured disco club 
is Amnesia, a vast stage for high- 
flying vacationers and the home 
base of DJs Mar T and Paco Osuna, 
the featured mixers. Mar T's 16-track 
set is flossy with diva-style vocals, 
cute tribal rhythms, dreamy sound 
effects, and soulful melody: typical 
of his gospelly style are Michelle 
Weeks'’s “The Light,” Balearic Soul's 
“Be Together,” DJ Disciple and Mia 
Cox's “Caught Up,” Shakedown’'s “At 
Night,” and “Hot Shot,” a remake of 
Karen Young’s disco classic here 
sung by diva veteran Barbara Tuck 
er. Mar T sometimes varies his 
sound, with trancy funk like CZR's 
“Take Me Higher,” Tribal Fusion’s 
“Buddah’s Groove” (written by Jamie 
Lewis, also an Ibiza DJ), and Those 
Pesky Kids’ coolly goofy “As Long 
As | Got You” digressions that 
keep the dancers happily guessing. 
Osuna’s set, however, starts out 
hard, dark, and tribal and stays that 
way. From Audio Soul Project's 
“Everything Is Alright” to Stephen 
Brown’s “Language” and Oxia’s 
“Troisieme,” it's an hour-long train 
ride through a universe of sexy 
disco. 


— Michael Freedberg 
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Featuring jazz, pop and classical 


In Choro Novo’s LATEST CD, 
Live and Kickin’, will be 
released at this performance! 


works including Faureé's Requiem, John 
Rutter's When Icicles Hang, The Twelve 
Days of Christmas and more! 


For more information, visit 
www.inchoronovo.com 
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television 





THURSDAY 

8:00 (25) Drop Dead Gorgeous 
(movie). Kirstie Alley stars as a 
pushy stage mom desperate to put 
her daughter's head under a crown 
at a Midwestern beauty contest 
Denise Richards co-stars in this 
pseudo-documentary. (Until 10 p.m.) 
8:00 (44) Viewer Favorites. Every 
Irish tenor on earth gathers to pay 
artistry of Buddy Greco 
(Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (5) The Best Commercials 
You've Never Seen (and Some You 


Have). Special holiday edition 
Speaking of which: we seem to have 
turned a cultural corner. Stetson 
which we believe to be a cologne for 
men, has discontinued the holiday 


ad with the cowboy riding a horse 
through Central Park in the snow 
and replaced it with something more 
contemporary. Okay, but why? Stet- 
son has been running that cowboy 
in-New-York ad since Dennis 
Weaver's McCloud was on the air 
(Weaver played a cowboy cop trans- 
planted to a Manhattan mounted 
beat.) That was in the ‘70s! That 
Stetson ad with the choir music to 
which we could never understand 
the words (“Easy for you/Pity for 
you/Stetson is pretty for you” was 
it?) has shown up every Christmas 
for at least 25 years. You'd think 
they'd keep it up just to set an un- 
beatable record. (Until 10 p.m.) 

9:30 (2) Roy Orbison: A Black and 
White Night. Same old (admittedly 
great) concert with Roy singing along 
with tribute payers Jackson Browne, 
Bruce Springsteen, Elvis Costello, 
k.d. lang, Bonnie Raitt, Jennifer War- 
ren, and more. To be repeated on 
Saturday at 8 p.m. on Channel 44 
(Until 11 p.m.) 


FRIDAY 

8:00 (4) Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer. Speaking of relentless tra- 
ditions: this horrible holiday special 
first aired in 1964. The elf wants to be 
a dentist; there’s no point to this one 
But it does feature Burl Ives voicing 
the lovable snowman narrator who 
was so brilliantly lampooned in last 
week's Muppet Christmas movie 
(Until 9 p.m.) 

8:00 (5) Holiday at Pops. A two- 
year-old concert from Keith Lockhart 
and the Pops with Jimmy Tingle, 
Take 6, and Martina McBride. (Until 
10 p.m.) 

9:00 (4) Robbie the Reindeer and 
Robbie the Reindeer. Two British 
claymation shows with the same 
name featuring the voices of Hugh 
Grant and Ben Stiller. Robbie is the 
son of Rudolph. (Until 10 p.m.) 
10:00 (2) Over Canada. Aerial 
Canadian scenery set to Canadian 
pop music. Does it get any better 


| than this? A great opportunity to play 


‘Spot the Moose.” (Until 11:30 p.m.) 


SATURDAY 


| 2:00 (4) Basketball. Florida versus 


Maryland 
6:00 (2) Russell Watson: Now Is 


| the Hour. The Brits have tenors too 














| album (that's the title 
| bear an uncanny resemblance to this 


The selections on Watson's Reprise 
not the label) 


column's parody tenors’ numbers 
‘Granada,” “Santa Lucia,” “That's 
Amore,” and “Recondita armonia’ 


from Puccini's Tosca. Yet this is not a 
joke. (Until 7:30 p.m.) 


| 6:30 (44) Three Dog Night: Live 
| with the Tennessee Symphony Or- 

chestra. Tennessee has a sympho- 
| ny? “Mama Told Me Not To Come” 


with strings. (Until 8 p.m.) 

8:00 (5) Armageddon (movie). Re- 
placing Mrs. Doubtfire as tonight's 
ABC holiday heartwarmer is this 
abysmal 1998 the-asteroid-is-com- 
ing adventure starring Billy Bob 


| Thornton, Bruce Willis, and Liv Tyler 


Just a bad, bad film. (Until 11 p.m.) 
8:00 (7) Skating. From Ohio, the 
Hallmark Skaters Championship, 
with Sarah Hughes (recovered from 
recent injury?) and Canadian pair 
skaters Jamie Salé and David Pel- 
letier. (Until 10 p.m.) 

8:00 (44) Roy Orbison: A Black 
and White Night. Repeated from 
Thursday at 9:30 p.m 

10:00 (7) GQ Men of the Year. The 
magazine honors “men of distinc- 
tion” who've distinguished them- 
selves in various walks of life in the 
past year. Even though Dennis Miller 


is hosting, this is probably one of | 
| 9 p.m.) 


those uplifting events. In other 
words, the Washington snipers will 
not be given an award. (Until 
11 p.m.) 


SUNDAY 

1:00 (4) Football. The San Diego 
Chargers versus the Buffalo Bills 
1:00 (25) Football. The Carolina 
Panthers versus the Pittsburgh 
Steelers or the Washington Red 
skins versus the Philadelphia Ea 
gies 


4:00 (7) Skating. More of the Hall 
mark Skaters Championship from 
Ohio. Today we see the men, whose 
ranks are scheduled to include Alex 
ei Yagudin, Todd Eldredge, Takeshi 


Honda, and Michael Weiss 
6 p.m.) 

4:15 (25) Football. The Green Bay 
Packers versus the San Francisco 
49ers or the Dallas Cowboys versus 
the New York Giants 

7:00 (7) America’s Greatest 
Christmas Decorations. Every out- 
rageous high-wattage display from 
Graceland to Vegas. Christ is born! 
Change the fuse! (Until 8 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Masterpiece Theatre: 


Nets 


BY CLIF GARBODEN 


(Until 





Wives and Daughters, part one. 
Francesca Annis and Michael Gam- 
bon star in this repeated adaptation 
of Elizabeth Gaskell’s novel about 
‘family, friendship, and secrets.” To 
be repeated tonight at 1 and 4 a.m. 
on Channel 44. (Until 10:30 p.m.) 
9:00 (4) The Man Who Saved 
Christmas (movie). Jason Alexan- 
der stars as the man who invented 
the Erector Set. But that’s not what 
saved Christmas. Christmas was 
somehow threatened by World War 
|, and Gilbert figured a way out. Ac- 
tually, this is probably a class act as 
holiday heartwarmers go. Ed Asner 
stars as Gilbert's dad. (Until 11 p.m.) 
9:00 (7) National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation (movie). Way 
too true for comfort. Chevy Chase 
and Beverly D'Angelo star as the 
cursed Griswolds, but Randy Quaid 
as their trailer-trash relative steals 
the show. (Until 11 p.m.) 

10:30 (2) The Private Life of 
Henry Vill (movie). Back in 1933, 
when people who'd played stickball 
with the Plantagenets were still 
alive, Charles Laughton starred as 
the portly much-married monarch in 
this bio-pic from director Alexander 
Korda. (Until midnight.) 

1:00 and 4:00 a.m. (44) Master- 
piece Theatre: Wives and Daugh- 
ters, part one. Repeated from this 
evening at 9 p.m 


MONDAY 


7:30 (2) Viewer Favorites. Featur- 
ing Yanni and Roger Whittaker in 
concert at the Royal Albert Hall with 
the Six Tenors (three Irish, two 
Spanish, one Italian) performing the 
Helmut Lotti/Andrew Lloyd Webber 
songbook. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (5) Football. The Pats versus 
the Tennessee Titans 

9:00 (25) The Greatest Christmas 
Moments of All Time. Not counting 
the birth of Christ, that is. Tiffani 
Thiessen hosts a collection of holi- 
day heartwarming bits from movies 
and TV shows. (Until 10 p.m.) 


TUESDAY 

7:30 (2) La Plaza: Behind the Blue 
Diner. Ominous-sounding, isn’t it? 
A behind-the-scenes look at a 
Boston-based indie film. (Until 
8 p.m.) 

8:00 (2) Nova: Titanic’s Lost 
Sister. That would be Britannic, 
which sank faster that its more fa- 
mous sister despite a lot of last- 
minute safety improvements and a 
lot less damage. Britannic went 
down, probably after hitting a mine, 
in 1916 off the coast of Greece, 
from where it was transporting 
wounded soldiers back to England. 
The wreck hasn't been visited 
much; this show is based on an ex- 
pedition by oceanographer Robert 
Ballard. To be repeated tonight at 
3 a.m. on Channel 44 and on 
Wednesday at midnight. (Until 


8:00 (7) Saturday Night Live 


Christmas 2002. Again they rerun | 
| tonight at 3:30 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 


SNL's classic Christmas skits. 


Hosted by Jimmy Talon and Tina 
Fey. (Until 9:30 p.m.) 
8:00 (44) Hitchcock, Selznick, and 
the End of Hollywood. A look at 
the works of Alfred Hitchcock and 
David O. Selznick — which are con- 
sidered to be among the greatest 
films of the 1940s. (Until 9:30 p.m.) 
9:00 (2) The Main Stream. Roy 
Blount (pronounced “blunt”) Jr. trav 
els down the Mississippi River with 
documentary filmmaker Roger 
Weisberg (Road Scholar) to meet 
the most peculiar people available 
the voodoo priestesses, Elvis im- 
personators, bare-handed catfish 
fishermen, and hermits who make 
America a good thing despite its 
politics and economics. Along the 
way, he has a stone-skipping con- 
test with Garrison Keillor, meets a 
gourmet chef who cooks swamp 
rats, and learns to expect and em- 
brace the unexpected. This should 
be good. (Until 11 p.m.) 
9:30 (44) American Masters: 
Goldwyn. His first name was either 
Sam or Metro. A bio of the Holly- 
wood mogul as a driving force in 
the golden age of movies. (Until 
11:30 p.m.) 
3:00 a.m. (44) Nova: Titanic’s Lost 
Sister. Repeated from this evening 
at 8 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 

8:00 (4) The WBZ Children’s 
Telethon. The Channel 4 crew host 
this annual money raiser for Chil- 
dren's Hospital. James Taylor and 
others perform. (Until 11 p.m.) 

8:00 (44) The American Experi- 
ence: Anse/ Adams. Ric Burns 
manages to be less than complete- 
ly boring in this profile of leading 
American photographer Adams, 
who chronicled the American West 
and set new standards for photo- 
art excellence. To be repeated 
tonight at 3 a.m. on Channel 2. 
(Until 9:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Muhammad: Legacy of a 
Prophet. It took Muhammad 23 
years to change the world forever; 
it took three years to make this doc- 
umentary about the life and 
influence of the seventh-century 
prophet. With testimony and con- 
text provided by Islamic scholars 
and American Muslims — the very 
people the Bushies spend a lot of 
time and energy scapegoating. 
There go those NEA grants. (Until 
11 p.m.) 

9:00 (5) Barbara Walters Pre- 
sents the 10 Most Fascinating 
People of 2002. Here we go 
Ashcroft, Cheney, Rice, Eminem, 
Kissinger, bin Laden, Saddam, 
John Allen Muhammad, Lee Malvo, 
and Winona Ryder. But that’s just 
our guess. (Until 10 p.m.) 

9:30 (44) Alfred Stieglitz: The 
Eloquent Eye. Way back at the 
turn of the century, photography 
was looking for a new identity, and 
New York photographer, curator, 
and innovator Alfred Stieglitz was 
falling all over himself pointing the 
way to modernism. To be repeated 
tonight at 4:30 a.m. on Channel 2 
(Until 11 p.m.) 

Midnight (2) Nova: Titanic’s Lost 
Sister. Repeated from Tuesday at 
8p.m 

3:00 a.m. (2) The American Expe- 
rience: Anse/ Adams. Repeated 
from this evening at 8 p.m 

4:30 a.m. (2) Alfred Stieglitz: The 
Eloquent Eye. Repeated from this 
evening at 9:30 p.m 


THURSDAY 

7:30 (2) Basic Black: A Conversa- 
tion with Mel Miller. An interview 
with Bay State Banner publisher 
Miller about his new book, How To 
Get Rich When You Ain't Got Noth- 
ing. (Until 8 p.m.) 

8:00 (2) Frontline: Medicating Kids. 
Ritalin is famous as the drug people 
give kids whom they don't like, but in 
the 21st century, schools and par- 
ents who can’t handle the youth of 
today are doping them up on 
Prozac, Paxil, and Zoloft. (And then 
they warn about marijuana and 
wonder why nobody believes them.) 
Frontline \ooks at the tidal wave of 
psychoactive drugs being pushed 
on the nation’s children in light of 
our high-stress culture and failing 
family structure. (Until 9 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Frontline: Mus/lims. Short- 
er than last night's Muhammad 


| show, but with the same goal. A look 


at Islam, its basic beliefs, and its 
current resurgence. To be repeated 
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Unless otherwise noted, all film listings this week 
are for Friday Dec. 13 through Thursday Dec 

19. Times often change with little notice, so 
please call the theater before heading out. Com- 
plete fiim-schedule information is always avail 
able on the Boston Phoenix Web site at http: 

www.bostonphoenix.com 


boston 


@ BOSTON COMMON (617-423-5801), 175 
Tremont St 

Drumline: noon, 2:50, 5:50, 9:10; Fri-Sat 
11:50 

The Hot Chick: 11 a.m 
Fri.-Sat., 12:20 a.m 
Maid in Manhattan: 10:30 am., 11:45 am 
12:45, 1:15, 2:30, 3:30, 4:15, 5:15, 6:15, 7:15, 8 
9:15, 10:15, 10:45; Fri.-Sat., midnight 

Star Trek: Nemesis: 10:40 am., 11:35 am 
1:30, 2:45, 4:30, 5:40, 7:40, 9, 10:35; Fri.-Sat 
12:10 a.m 

Two Weeks Notice: sneak preview Sat., 7:30 
Adam Sandier’s Eight Crazy Nights: 12:05 





1:35, 4:10, 6:55, 9:50 


2:55, 5:10, 7:50, 10:25 

Analyze That: 10:50 a.m., 11:20 am., 1:20, 2 
3:50, 4:40, 6:30, 7:30, 9:20, 10:05; Fri.-Sat 
11:40 

Die Another Day: 10:35 a.m., 11:25 a.m., 1:40 
3, 5:05, 6:10, 8:35, 9:30; Fri.-Sat., 11:45 


8 Mile: 12:25, 3:40, 6:40, 10 

Empire: 11:05 a.m., 2:10, 4:55, 8:10, 11 

Friday After Next: 9:40 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets: 
10:45 a.m., 11:55 a.m., 2:25, 3:45, 6:05, 7:20 
9:45; Fri.-Sat., 11:05 

The Ring: 2:40, 8:45 

Solaris: 11:10 a.m., 2:15, 5:25, 8:20, 10:55 
They: 12:15, 5:45; Fri.-Sat., 11:30 

Treasure Planet: 11:15 a.m., 1:45, 4:25, 7 


@ COPLEY PLACE (617-266-1300), 100 Hunt 
ington Ave 

No shows before noon on Sun 

Bowling for Columbine: noon, 3, 6:15, 9:20 

El crimen del padre Amaro/The Crime of Fa- 
ther Amaro: 12:45, 3:40, 6:30, 9:15 
The Emperor's Ciub: 10:35 a.m 
7:15, 9:55 

Equilibrium: 11 a.m., 1:40, 4:25, 7, 9:30 

Far from Heaven: 10:45 a.m., 1:15, 4:30, 6:10 
7:10, 9:10, 10 

Frida: 12:15, 3:45, 6:40, 9:40 

My Big Fat Greek Wedding: 12:10, 2:30, 5 
7:30, 9:50 

Personal Velocity: 10:50 a.m., 1:10, 3:50, 6:50 
9:35 


1:20, 4:10 


Real Women Have Curves: 11:15 a.m., 2, 4:20 
6:50, 9:25 

The Santa Clause 2: 10:30 a.m., 12:30, 1:30 
3:30, 4:15, 6:35, 9 


@ FENWAY (617-424-6266), 201 Brookline Ave 
Drumline: 1:45, 4:45, 7:45, 10:45 

The Hot Chick: 2:10, 445, 7:50, 10:30 

Maid in Manhattan: 1:15, 4:15, 7:45, 10:3¢ 
Star Trek: Nemesis: 1, 4, 7, 10 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 


510 & 10°71 


Analyze That: 2. 4:45, 7 

Die Another Day: 1, 4:1( 

The Emperor's Club: 9:4 

Empire 15, 11:1 

Friday After Next: 9:30; F at., 11:4 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 


The Ring 

The Santa Clause 2: 2 4 
Solaris: 1:2 7:15 
They: 9 Fri.-Sat } 
Treasure Planet: 1:30, 4, 7:1 








723-2500), Science Park, Bostor 





for ages 3-11 and seniors; Tues.-Wed. at 
p.m. or later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 

Australia: Land Before Time: 2 

Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m 

Lewis & Clark: Great Journey West: 10 a.m 

1, 3; Fri.-Sun., Tues.-Thurs., 6, 8 

Mysteries of Egypt: noon, 4; Fri-Sun., Tues.- 

Thurs., 7 

Shackleton’s Antarctic Adventure: Fri-Sat 

10 

Thrill Ride: Fri.-Sun., Thurs., 9 





and seniors 
Fri.-Sun., 5 


Theatre (617-973-5206), Central Wharf, Boston 
Tickets $8, $6 for ages 3-11 and seniors 

Cirque du Soleil’s Journey of Man: Mon.-Fri 
2:15, 5:30, 9:35; Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m. 
Into the Deep: 10, 1:15, 4:30, 7:30 

Space Station: noon, 3:15, 8:30 

Star Wars Episode li: Attack of the Clones: 
Fri.-Sat., 5:30, 7:45, 10; Sun.-Tues., Wed., 6:30; 
Sun.-Thurs., 8:45 


brookline 


@ CHESTNUT HILL (617-277-2500), Rte. 9 and 
Hammond St 

Drumline: 2:10, 4:45, 7:20, 10:10 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights: 2:05, 4 
6, 8, 10 

Analyze That: 2:30, 5, 7:20, 9:55 

The Santa Clause 2: 2:20, 4:50, 7:20 

Solaris: 9:30 


Treasure Planet: 2, 4:30, 7 


@ CIRCLE CINEMA (617 
Circle 

Please call for times 

The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Die Another Day 

8 Mile 

The Emperor's Club 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
The Ring 


566-404 rleveland 


@ COOLIDGE CORNER (617-734-2500), 290 
Harvard St 

Ben Harper: Pleasure and Pain: 6, 8, 10; Sat 
Sun., 2,4 

Bowling for Columbine: 10; Fri.-Tues., Thurs 
5, 7:30; Sat.-Sun., 2:30; Wed., 4:50 

Far from Heaven: 5:10, 7:20; Fri.-Tues., Thurs 
9:40; Wed., 10:15 

Cannibal the Musical: Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Cannibal Holocaust: Fri.-Sat., midnight 

The Itching Man Festival: Fri-Sat 
Big Balagan: Premieres 2002: Wed., 7:3 


nidnight 


cambridge 


@ BRATTLE (617-876-6837) 
Harvard Sq 

Baraka: Fri.-Sun., 5:30, 7:30 
Sun., 3:30 

Fight Club: Fri.~Sun., 9:30 
Wild Strawberries: Sun., 1 
The Seven Year Itch: Mon., 5:15, 7:30, 9:45 
Weird Science: Tues., 7:30 

Reai Genius: Tues., 5:30, 9:45 

Satin Rouge: Wed., 7:30 

Siddhartha: Wed., 5:30, 9:45 

La pianiste/The Piano Teacher: Thurs.. 5, 7:30 
10 


40 Brattle St 


Sat. 1:30; Sat 


@ FRESH POND MALL (617-661-2900), 168 
Alewite Brook Parkway 
Drumline: 9:45 


The Hot Chick: 11:20 am., 1:50, 4:40, 7:40 
10:05 

Maid in Manhattan: 11:10 a.m., 2, 4:30, 7:30. 
10 

Star Trek: Nemesis: 11:30 a.m., 2:30, 5, 7:45 
10:15 


Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights: 12:20 
3:30, 5:20, 7:10, 9:35 

Analyze That: 12:10, 3, 5:10, 7:50, 10:10 

Die Another Day: noon, 3:10, 6:50, 9:55 

8 Mile: 9:50 

Extreme Ops: 9:45 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets: 
11 am., 2:40, 6, 9:30 

The Santa Clause 2: 11:50 am 
7:20 

Treasure Planet: 11:40 a.m., 2:10 


2:20 


4:50 


4:20, 6:40 


@ HARVARD SQUARE (617-864-4580), 10 
hurch St 

Ararat: 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 9 

The Emperor's Club: noon, 3, 6:4 

Frida: 12:30, 3:45, 6:30, 9:1 

Solaris: 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 9:4 


The Rocky Horror Picture Show 


@ KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA 
Bowling for Columbine 
Comedian 


El crimen de! padre Amaro/The Crime of Fa- 
ther Amaro 10,9 

Far from Heaven: 2:2 

; 45ar 

My Big Fat Greek Wedding: 2:1( 
Personal Velocity: 2:40, 5 
Punch-Drunk Love: 4:25, 8:55; Sat.-Sun 
11:55 a.m 

Standing in the Shadows of Motown: 2, 4:35 
7:05, 9:35; Sat.-Sun., 11:30 a.m 

The Trials of Henry Kissinger: 2:50, 5:10, 7:30 
10; Sat.-Sun., 12:25 

Tully: 1:55, 4:20, 6:55, 9:25 
11:35 a.m 


Sat.-Sun 


suburbs 


@ NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM, Simons IMAX | - — | 
@ ARLINGTON, Capitol (781-648-4340), 204 | 


Mass. Ave 
igby Goes Down: 7:45, 9:45 


| Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie: 1:30, 3:30; Sat- | 


Sun., 11:30 a.m. 

The Ring: 2:30, 5, 7:30, 10:05; Sat.-Sun., noon 
Roger Dodger: 1:30, 3:35, 5:45, 7:55, 10:10 
Secretary: 5:30, 7:35, 9:55 

Spirited Away: 2:10, 4:40 

Star Wars Episode Il: Attack of the Clones: | 
3:30, 6:50, 9:40; Sat.-Sun., 12:05 | 
Sweet Home Alabama: 5:40, 7:50, 10 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| Tuck Everlasting: 1:20, 3:20; Sat.-Sun., | 


11:20 a.m 


@ ARLINGTON, Regent Theatre (781-646- 
4849), 7 Medford St 
Singin’ in the Rain: Wed.-Thurs., 5:15, 7:30, | 
9:45 


@ BRAINTREE, AMC X (781-848-1070), South 


onore Plaza 
Drumline: 1:30, 4:3 9°55 
The Hot Chick: 12:45, 3:15, 5:45, 8:15, 10:3¢ 
Maid in Manhattan: 12:15, 3, 5:35, 8:10, 10:3¢ 
Star Trek: Nemesis: 1, 4, 7, 10 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights: 1:10 
3:30, 6, 8:05, 10:05 

Analyze That: 12:45, 3:10, 5:30, 7:50, 10:15 
Die Another Day: 1:05, 4:10, 7:20, 10:25 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets: 
noon, 3:20, 6:45, 10:05 

The Ring: 10:20 

The Santa Clause 2: 12:30,3, 5:25, 7:45 
Solaris: 10:10 

Treasure Planet: 12:50, 3:20, 5:40, 8 


@ BURLINGTON, AMC X (781-229-9200), Mid- 
diesex Tumpike, off Rte. 128 Exit 32B 

Drumline: 1:15, 4:30, 7:25, 10:10 

The Hot Chick: 12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:05 
Maid in Manhattan: 1:10, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50 
Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights: 12:40 
2:50, 4:55, 7:30, 9:40 
Analyze That: 12:3 
Die Another Day: 1:05, 4:10, 7:15, 1 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
11:45 a.m., 3:15, 6:45, 10:1 

The Ring: 9:5 

The Santa Clause 2: 12:45, 4:15 

Solaris: 9:45 

Treasure Planet: noon, 2:30, 5, 7:25 


3, 5:30. 8, 10:25 


@ DEDHAM 
1463), 580 High St 

Far from Heaven: 7, 9:10; Sat.-Sun., Wed., 1:1 
4:15 

Frida: 6:45, 9:15; Sat.-Sun., Wed., 1, 4 


Community Theatre (781-326 


@ DEDHAM, Showcase 10 (781-326-4955), 950 


Providence St 

Please call for times 

The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 
Analyze That 

Die Another Day 

Empire 

Friday After Next 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
The Ring 

The Santa Clause 2 

Treasure Planet 


@ HINGHAM, Loring Hall Cinema (781-749- 
1400), 65 Main St 

Bowling for Columbine: Fri-Sat. 7, 9:30; Sat.- 
Sun., 2, 4:30; Sun.-Thurs., 7:30 


@ LEXINGTON. Flick 
Mass. Ave 

Comedian: 9:30; Sat.-Sun., 5 
Frida: 7, 9:30; Sat.-Sun., 2, 4:30 


781-861-6161), 1794 





My Big Fat Greek Wedding: 7:20; Sat-Sun 
9 20) 

@ NATICK. Loews Theatres 

Rte. 9. opposite Shopper's Vi 

Drumline: 1:30, 4:15, 7, 9:4 


The Hot Chick 
Analyze That: 1 


Extreme Ops 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding 


ney 
@ NEWTON 


Ararat 


Comediar 


El crimen del padre Amaro/The Crime of Fa 
ther Amaro: 1:40, 4:15, ¢ 15: Sat , 


Mostly Martha: 1:4 
Roger Dodger: 1:55, 6:50, 9:1 
Secretary: 4:20, 9:1( 
Spirited Away: 4:15 


film listings 


WHERE’S THE MISTLETOE? I: Jom Ewell has something else on his mind in The 
Seven Year Itch, Monday at the Brattle 





Standing in the Shadows of Motown: 2, 4:30 
7:05, 9:15; Sat.-Sun 
Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie: Sat.-Sun.. noon 
Tuck Everlasting: Sat.-Sun., 11:50 a.r 


11:30 a.m 


@ QUINCY, Quincy Cinema (617-773-5700) 
1585 Hancock St 

Please call for time 

The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 
Analyze That 

Die Another Day 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
Treasure Planet 


@ RANDOLPH, Showcase Cinema (781-963 
5600), Rte. 139 

Please call for times 

The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Two Weeks Notice: sneak preview Sat 
Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 
Analyze That 

Die Another Day 

8 Mile 

The Emperor's Club 

Empire 

Friday After Next 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
The Ring 

The Santa Clause 2 

They 

Treasure Planet 

The Hot Chick 


@ REVERE 


The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Two Weeks Notice: sneak preview Sat 
Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 
Analyze That 

Die Another Day 

8 Mile 

The Emperor's Club 





ee iid 
WHERE’S THE MISTLETOE? Il: Benoit Magimel and 





Isabelle Huppert don’t appear to need any in La pianiste, 


Thursday at the Brattle. 





Empire 

Equilibrium 

Extreme Ops 

Friday After Next 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding 
The Ring 

The Santa Clause 2 
Solaris 

They 

Treasure Planet 


@ SOMERVILLE, Loews Th 
7000), 35 Middlesex Ave., Ass 
Drumline: 11:20 a.m., 2:20, 5:1 
The Hot Chick 
10:25 

Maid in Manhattan: 12:10, 2:50, 5:20, 8, 10:30 








2:40, 5:3 


11:50 am 


Star Trek: Nemesis: 11:10 a.m., 2, 4:50, 7:30 


10:20 
Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights: 12:5( 
4:30, 6:50, 9 


Analyze That: 11:40 a.m., 2:10, 4:40, 7:20, 9:56 
Die Another Day: 11:30 a.m., 3, 7, 10:1 

8 Mile: 12:40, 3:30, 6:10, 9:1 

Empire: 12:30, 3:40, 7:40, 10 

Extreme Ops: 9:4 


Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
The Santa Clause 2 

Solaris: 9:3 

Treasure Planet: 1 


@ SOMERVILLE THEATRE 
Igby Goes Down 


The Ring 
Roger Dodger 


Secretary 


Spirited Away 


@ WALTHAM, Emba 

500), 16 Pine St 
Bowling for Columbine: 4, 6:4 
Far from Heaven: 4:10, 6:45, 9:15; Fri-Sur 
1:30 
Frida: 3:50, 6:30, 9:10; Fri.-Sun., 1:10 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding: 4:20, 9:25 
Personal Velocity: 4:30, 6:50, 9:05; Fri-Sun., 2 
Real Women Have Curves: 4:40, 6:55, 9; Fri.- 


| Sun., 1:50 
| Tully: 7; Fri-Sun., 1:40 


@ WEYMOUTH, Cameo Theater 1 & 2 (781- 
335-2777), Columbia Sq., South Weymouth 

My Big Fat Greek Wedding: 7:15, 9:20; Sat.- 
Sun., 1, 3,5 

The Santa Clause 2: 7; Sat.-Sun., 1:15, 3:45 


"Solaris: 9:15 


@ WOBURN, Showcase (781-933-5138), Main 
St., Middlesex Canal Park 


| Please call for times 
| The Hot Chick 

| Maid in Manhattan 

| Star Trek: Nemesis 


Two Weeks Notice: sneak preview Sat 
Analyze That 

Maid in Manhattan 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 

Die Another Day 

8 Mile 

The Emperor's Club 

Far from Heaven 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 





My Big Fat Greek Wedding 
The Ring 

The Santa Clause 2 
Solaris 

Treasure Planet 


film specials 


@ BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617-536-5400 


Lopley 5a., Bostor 


Unless otherwise noted. al 


ims screen in Rabb Lecture Hall and admis: 

S ree 

and Weak Ar 
The Bliss of Mrs. Blossom 
Joseph McGrath 


Shirley MacLaine: Red Curl 
kles Film Series 
1968 
Mon. 6 


directed by screens 


@ FONG AUDITORIUM (617-495-4056), Boy! 
ston Hall, Harvard Yard, Cambridge. Free admis 
sion 

Kabul Diary (2002 


screens Fri., 7 


directed by John Baily 


@ HARVARD FILM ARCHIVE (617-495-470 


St ambpnida 
ary i: 


ape and D: Reports f 


et’: Alexei and the Spring 


Profils paysans: L’approche/Peasant Profile 
The Approact fire Ra [ 
} f California Trilogy: E 


Valley Centro. Los Sogobi 
ochinaiers List 
The Lady fron 
shanghai 
@ MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 
yagements”: Baran (2001), directe 
Maiid Maiidi. screens Fri.. 6: Sat.. 1:3 


6. Les enfants du siécie/The Children 
of the Century (1999), directed by Diane Kurys 
screens Sat., 3:30. La vérité si je mens 2/You 
Shouldn't Worry! (2001), directed by Thomas 
Gilou, screens Thurs., 8 

- “New England Film Artists Present’: Celtic 
Waves: Irish Emigration (2002), directed by 
John J. Michalczyk, screens Fri., 8 
— “Ukrainian Film Poet: Alexander Dovzhenko 
Shchors (1939), screens Sat., 10:30 a.m 
— “Back by Popular Demand”: Queen of the 
Gypsies: A Portrait of Carmen Amaya (2002) 
directed by Jocelyn Ajami, screeris Wed., 6 


@ SOUTH BOSTON BRANCH LIBRARY (617- 


| 268-0180), 646 East Broadway, Boston. Free ad- 


mission 
— ‘Family Favorites Film Series”: it's a Wonder- 
ful Life (1946), directed by Frank Capra, screens 
Thurs., 6 


@ WANG THEATRE (617-532-1255) 
Tremont St., Boston. Free admission 

— White Christmas (1954), directed by Michael 
Curtiz, screens Mon., 7 


270 


@ ZEITGEIST GALLERY (617-876-6060), 1353 
Cambridge St, Cambridge. Tickets $6, $3 for 
children under 40 

— Rarely Captured: The Bread and Puppet 
Theater, directed by Tamar Schumann and 
DeeDee Halleck, screens Mon.-Tues., 6, 8 
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A 
** ADAM SANDLER’S EIGHT 
CRAZY NIGHTS (2002). Hot off 
critical acclaim for his “serious” 
role in Punch-Drunk Love, Adam 
Sandler spins his raspy, bemusing 


Hanukkah song into a holiday 
fable of sorts. Unfortunately, the 
animated experiment steps out 


like Happy Gilmore auditioning for 


an episode of Jackass. Davey 
Stone is a 33-year-old bum 
Jewish trailer trash, if you will 


who's primed for jail after a litany 
of lewd drunken infractions. He's 
rescued from incarceration by a 
Yoda-esque septuagenarian 


TON PHOENIX 


he help referee a youth basketball 
league. The snowy township of 
Dukesberry is an obvious nod to 
Sandler's New Hampshire up- 
bringing, and the pivotal shopping 
mall is a haunting, water-colored 
clone of the Cambridgeside Galle 
ria. The material, conceived by 
Sandler and directed by Seth 
Kearsley, falters early, but as 
Davey nears his epiphany it does 
blossom into the heartwarming 
realm of Dickens and Capra. And 
Sandler seizes on the archetypes 
for some uproarious musical num 
bers: not only does the former 
SNL standout write and sing, he 
also voices the three main charac- 
ters; Davey, Whitey, and Whitey’s 


film strips 


fraternal sister, Eleanor, who's 
“Audrey Hepburn, if she was four 
feet tall and 300 pounds.” (71m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Chestnut Hill, suburbs 
ALEXEI! AND THE SPRING 
(2002). Japanese documentarian 
Motohashi Seiichi journeyed to 
Belarus to make this film about a 
small a village that was contami- 
nated by nuclear fallout from 
Chornobyl, and about the efforts 
to maintain the village’s “sacred 
spring,” which has escaped pollu- 
tion. In Russian with English subti- 
tles. (104m) Friday and Sunday at 
the Harvard Film Archive 

**1/2 ANALYZE THAT (2002). 
First he gave us Caddyshack li, 


then. Ghostbusters /i, and now 
bringing back America’s second- 
favorite Mafia don in therapy, Ana- 
lyze That — is there something in 
Harold Ramis’s childhood that 
would explain this unnecessary 
addiction to sequels? Jailed Mafia 
boss Paul Vitti (Robert De Niro) is 
faking insanity (he won't stop 
singing West Side Story tunes), 


so he's released early and, as 
only movie logic could dictate 
given into the care of his old 


shrink, Ben Sobol (Billy Crystal) 
The point here is not the material 
but the obvious enjoyment that 
Crystal, who's largely the straight 
man, and De Niro take in playing 
off each other. There's also the 





named Whitey on condition that 
Variety's Top 10 
for the weekend 
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JOEL SIEGEL, GOOD MORNING AMERICA 


“BROSNAN HITS THIS ONE 
OUT OF THE PARK.’ 
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corny humor that made Analyze 
This such a hit with everyone’s 
parents; the set-ups to old-fash- 
ioned gags have all the subtlety of 
a dead body getting thrown into a 
trunk. But Ramis, Crystal, and De 
Niro are pros, and you may be 
surprised how much you find your- 
self laughing. Lisa Kudrow returns 
as Crystal's wife, and Cathy Mori 
arty-Gentile, who played De Niro’s 
wife in Raging Bull, appears as a 
Mafia queen. (95m) Boston Com- 
mon, Fenway, Fresh Pond, Chest- 
nut Hill, suburbs 

* x ARARAT (2002). Atom Egoy- 
an (The Sweet Hereafter, Exotica) 
turns to the genocide of 1.5 million 
Armenians at the hands of the 
Turks in 1915. The Turkish govern- 
ment has never acknowledged the 
massacre, and that makes dealing 
with the aftermath even harder for 
Egoyan’s characters, peopie of Ar- 
menian heritage living and work- 
ing almost a century later in pres- 
ent-day Toronto. Like the charac- 
ters, Egoyan and much of his in- 
ternational cast (including Charles 
Aznavour, Eric Bogosian, and the 
director's wife, Arsinee Khanjian) 
are of Armenian descent, so the 
personal nature of the project of- 
fers yet another opportunity for 
mediation and distortion. Egoyan 
juggles several plot strands and 
characters. A Hollywood-slick 
movie (also called Araraf) about 
the slaughter is being shot. We 
see Armenian expatriate painter 
Arshile Gorky, who survived the 
horror. Khanjian plays a Gorky 
scholar who's an adviser on the 
movie and who has an assistant- 
filmmaker son, Raffi (David 
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Alpay), and a stepdaughter, Celia 
(Marie-Josée Croze), whose rela- 
tionship with her stepmother is 
fraught with allegorical baggage 
There are probably one or two 
more plot lines than even the 
thoughtful Egoyan can handle, but 
the larger problem is that tragedy 
is sO immense, and the pall it 
casts so overwhelming, that the 
struggles of the contemporary 
characters often seem trivial and 
petty. Like the characters, you're 
left feeling the presence of some- 
thing profound and horrible but 
frustratingly out of reach. (115m) 
Harvard Square, West Newton 


B 

**xBARAKA (1992). From the 
maker of the 1983 oddity Koy- 
aanisgatsi, Ron Fricke, comes this 
attempt to convey life on earth in 
its mythic proportions (the title 
comes from the Sufi word for 
blessing). Indeed, its visual power 
is hard to deny, with time-lapse 
sunsets, immense flocks of birds, 
the Grand Canyon, and such ail 
set to Michael Stearns'’s eternity- 
evoking soundtrack. But its emo- 
tional range is limited, and 
Fricke’s vision of life on earth is 
one in which its creatures are self- 
created and predominantly male; 
childbirth is conspicuously absent 
from the myriad of human images, 
but prostitution is not. With the 
whole world at his disposal, it’s 
too bad he couldn't give us a more 
complete picture. (96m) Friday 
through Sunday at the Brattle. 
BARAN (2001). Chris Fujiwara’s 
review is on page 4; see also “Film 
Culture,” on page 3. In Persian 
with English subtitles. (94m) Fri- 
day, Saturday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday at the Museum of Fine 
Arts. 

BEN HARPER: PLEASURE AND 
PAIN (2002). Emma Mcintyre’s re- 
view is on page 4. (92m) Coolidge 
Corner video screening room 

THE BLISS OF MRS. BLOSSOM 
(1968). Joseph McGrath directs 


oe Corner Theatre 


290 Harvard St. Bro 


Nidge.org (6 
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“Ke & &K& Flawless!” 


The Boston Globe 


Michael Moore's 


Friday & Saturday @ midnite 
THE ITCHING MAN 


film fest from Evan O’Television 


Sunday @ 12:30 
PALS Chidren’s chorus presents 


A CAPELLA JAM 


Wednesday @ 7:30 


BIG BALAGAN 
Balagan’s 50th 
show! The best of 
local experimental 
film & video artists 


A holiday feast of cannibal fil ms! 


LANGA 
mL 2 





this Shirley MacLaine vehicle 
about a lonely housewife 
(Shirley), her businessman hus 
band (Richard Attenborough), and 
her underachieving lover (James 
Booth). (93m) Monday at the 
Boston Public Library 

* x * BOWLING FOR 
COLUMBINE (2002). This docu 
mentary from Michael Moore 
(Roger and Me, The Big One) is 
most persuasive when it seeks out 
the truth rather than imposing an 
agenda. That despite the ques 
tions it asks, which are loaded and 
posed disingenuously. Why did 
two teenagers shoot 13 people to 
death at Columbine High School 
on April 20, 1999? Why do Ameri- 
cans kill each other more often 
than anyone else in the world? 
Moore goes beyond the easy ac- 
cessibility of guns (a state of af 
fairs he demonstrates by opening 
an account at a Michigan bank 
and walking out with the rifle 
promised to every new customer) 
using America’s insane infatuation 
with firearms as a jumping-off 
point for other musings and dis 
coveries. His trademark ambush 
es, in which he tries to corner cor 
porate villains or other culpable fat 
cats and get them to acknowledge 
their guilt, here backfire: K-Mart, 
at one of whose local! outlets the 
Columbine killers loaded up on 
bullets, promise to stop selling 
ammunition in their stores, and 
though NRA _ honcho and 
Alzheimer's sufferer Chariton Hes- 
ton mutters responses that are 
racist, reactionary, and nuts, he 
comes out of the exchange with 
more dignity than his fulsome ac- 
cuser. All commentary stills, how 
ever, when Bowling for Columbine 
shows the security monitor tapes 
of the atrocity itself, the silent 
work of these demons of the 
American soul. To his credit 
Moore doesn’t pretend to solve 
the mystery of those images. And 
thanks to this movie, no one can 
pretend to ignore them. (120m) 
Copley Place, Kendall Square 
Coolidge Corner. 


Cc 

CALIFORNIA TRILOGY (1999- 
2002). Documentarian James 
Benning will appear in person at 
this screening of three of his 90- 
minute features. El Valley Centro 
shows 35 locations in California's 
Central Valley, each for 150 sec- 
onds. Los is a similar piece about 
Los Angeles, but avoiding “the city 
infavor of the urban landscapes 
that make up its peripheral sprawl 
into the desert.” And Sogobi 
which takes its title from a 
Shoshone word for “earth,” con 
templates the California wilder- 
ness. Saturday at the Harvard 
Film Archive 

CELTIC WAVES: IRISH EMIGRA- 
TION (2002). This film from John 
J. Michalczyk looks at the Irish ex 
odus, how it stripped the country 
of its most precious resource 
while at the same time exporting 
lrish culture around the world. The 
director will be present for a post- 
screening discussion. (video/54m) 
Friday at the Museum of Fine 
Arts. 

* xCOMEDIAN (2002). A couple 
of years ago, his hit show behind 
him, Jerry Seinfeld committed the 
comedian’s equivalent of career 
suicide: he retired his entire act. 
Comedian is the story of a scrap- 
py multi-millionaire hitting small 
New York City comedy clubs to 
develop all-new material. The film 
is interesting as far it goes; we see 
Seinfeld discussing his bold move 
with vets like Bill Cosby, Garry 
Shandling, and Jay Leno, and we 
hear the Master of His Domain 
swear — off stage, of course. But 
what's the deal? There’s very little 
actual performance footage, and 
— though filming this may have 
been impossible — we get little in- 
sight into the way Seinfeld devel- 
ops bits. By far the funniest mo- 
ments involve young comic Orny 
Adams — and not because his act 
is any good. The brash Adams, 
who’s from the Boston area, 
serves as something of a foil to 
Seinfeld, and every time he opens 
his mouth, it’s a train wreck. Ob- 
serving the insecurities of both 
Adams and Seinfeld is, if not par- 
ticularly edifying, never dull. But in 


the end, this is a film about practi- | 


cally . . . nothing. (105m) Kendall 
Square, West Newton. 

**xxEL CRIMEN DEL PADRE 
AMARO/THE CRIME OF FATHER 
AMARO (1999). Anyone looking 


for a screen exposé of the 
Catholic Church to underscore the 
current sexual-abuse scandal will 
be disappointed by this film from 
veteran director Carlos Carrera 
but those seeking an absorbing (if 
melodramatic) and beautifully shot 
story that nonetheless indicts the 
Church for its ambition and 
hypocrisy will be rewarded. The 
movie is breaking box-office 
records in Mexico previously set 
by Y tu mama también, which also 
starred Gael Garcia Bernal. This 
time around Bernal is much less 
animated and sexy as a buttoned- 
down priest who arrives in a rural 
parish. He doesn't seem too fazed 
when his boss, Father Benito 
(Sancho Gracia), cavorts with 
drug lords in order to finance a 
hospital. Neither is he above put- 
ting the squeeze, at the behest of 
the diocese bishop, on the local 
newspaper editor who publishes a 
damning story about the corrupt 
priest. The film does its best work 
in conveying the everyday political 
and social power the Church 
wields in Mexico’s provinces. It 
falls into a few soap-opera con 
ventions when it depicts the ro 
mance between Father Amaro 
and Amelia (Ana Claudia Ta- 
lancon), the ravishing teen who 
teaches kids at the church their 
tempestuous courtship seems 
more plot- than character-driven 
But Carrera makes the compelling 
case that these men of the cloth 
are part of an old and corrupt in- 
Stitution that rewards ambition 
despite what it does to the soul. In 
Spanish with English subtitles 
(120m) Copley Place, Kendall 
Square, West Newton 


D 

*x*x1/2 DIE ANOTHER DAY 
(2002). North Korea may have 
nukes, but what we really need to 
worry about is that country’s satel- 
lite-mounted, solar-powered giant 
laser. This device, called “Icarus,” 
is the MacGuffin in Die Another 
Day, which marks the 40th an- 
niversary of the indestructible 
James Bond franchise. The plot, 
which pits Bond against vengeful 
Korean officer Zao (Rick Yune) 
and a flashy British diamond 
mogul named Gustav Graves (a 
too-boyish Toby Stephens), is the 
usual logic-defying silliness. Still, 
the movie delivers most of what 
Bondphiles crave: spectacular 
stunts, cool gadgets, and hot 
babes. (Not enough of the signa- 
ture John Barry & Monty Norman 
music, though.) In other words, 
resemblance to an issue of 
Maxim magazine — or to XXX, but 
with more hair is probably in 
tentional. Director Lee Tamahori, 
who made his mark as a director 
of substance with Once Were 
Warriors, is now completely sub- 
stance-free. Maybe his flashy style 
is apt for what amounts to the 
world’s most expensive commer- 
cial, both for the numerous promi- 
nently placed products and for the 
franchise itself, which is the sub- 
ject of several blatant commemo- 
rative nods to past 007 movies. 
Tamahori does offer some of the 
series’s most striking visuals: an 
invisible car, a palace of ice, a 
bikini-clad Halle Berry emerging 
from the surf a la Ursula Andress 
in Doctor No 40 years ago. In fact, 
Berry may be the film's best spe- 
cial effect. Whereas the role of 
Bond now fits Pierce Brosnan as 
snugly and comfortably as an old 
tuxedo, her mysterious femme fa- 
tale brings new and much-needed 
energy to the product. News that 
her Jinx might be given her own 
spinoff is welcome; she should 
kick Bond to the curb and get her 
own license to thrill. (120m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Circle, suburbs. 

DRUMLINE (2002). Tom Meek’s 
review is on page 4. (134m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Chestnut Hill, suburbs. 


E 
***8 MILE (2002). This musical 
from Curtis Hanson (L.A. 
Confidential) is the genre reduced 
to its gritty essence, self-expres- 
sion distilled to sheer rhythm, 
thyme, and rage while nonethe- 
less demonstrating the power of 


any 


grace and imagination to tran- | 


scend grinding everyday reality. 
That reality doesn’t get much 


cheerier than the opening rap bat- | 


tle in an abandoned Detroit 
church, where Jimmy Smith Jr. 
(Eminem), the only white face in a 


maelstrom of black hostility, coun 
ters the abusive rant of his rival 
Papa Doc (Anthony Mackie) with 
dead silence. Eminem invests his 
vaguely autobiographical film 
debut with the sullen menace of 
an underage Steve McQueen, and 
the rap performances throb with 
menace, wit, and energy. The 
story, however, hits familiar marks 
with Jimmy out to escape life with 
his heavy-drinking white-trash 
mom (Kim Basinger) and her 
lumpen live-in boyfriend (Michael 
Shannon) somewhere along the 
border between white and black 
Detroit defined by 8 Mile, the road 
around the city’s perimeter. The 
neighborhood guru (Mekhi Phifer) 
encourages Jimmy and sees in 
him the potential for greatness 
But Jimmy's perfunctory romance 
with a neighborhood bimbo (Brit 
tany Murphy) ends on a racial and 
misogynistic sour note. And when 
he and Papa Doc face off again, 
you realize that if he wins, it'll be 
just one more case where a white 


guy co-opts black culture. (118m) 
Boston Common, Fresh Pond, Cir 
cle, suburbs 

**1/2 THE EMPEROR’S CLUB 
(2002). Having collaborated on A 
Midsummer Night's Dream back in 
1999, director Michael Hoffman 
and actor Kevin Kline reunite for 
this schmaltz (based on Ethan 
Canin’s short story “The Palace 
Thief") about a dutiful educator 
confronted with an obstinate 
youth. Its arc is reminiscent of 
Dead Poets Society, with Kline 
playing Mr. Hundert, the compas 
sionate but perfectionist instructor 
of “Western Civilization” at an all 
boys school in 1972. His chal 
lenge, Sedgewick Bell (Emile 
Hirsch), is a troublemaking thorn 
in the side of the administration 
Sedgewick also gets piss-poor 
grades, but he’s on a long discipli 
nary leash because his father is a 
power-thumping senator. In a 
Rocky-like ploy, Hundert uses the 
big Julius Caesar contest, a clas- 
sical-studies form of Jeopardy 


with toga-clad contestants, to con 
nect with the peevish adolescent 
and help him turn the corner 
There's an effective, if contrived 
device whereby the film jumps for 
ward some 25 years to reveal how 
several small misjudgments have 
had a drastic impact on the future 
But the ruling power behind The 
Emperor's Club is Kline, who 
brings conviction and vitality to 
what would otherwise be stereo 
type. (120m) Copley Place, Fen 
way, Harvard Square, Circle 
urbs 

* x EMPIRE (2002). The gangster 
genre has slipped far from its 
Godfather glory, its violence hav 
ing been domesticated by a cable 
TV series and its venality exceed 
ed by the corporate cutthroats on 
Wall Street. So while former Don 
Corleone Robert De Niro imitates 
James Gandolfini in Analyze That. 
the South Bronx drug dealer 
played by John Leguizamo in Em 
pire seeks new life in the world of 
Enron. As Leguizamo points out in 
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addled 

Victor 
like any 
a product (crack 


relentiess, cliche 
narration, his 


a businessman 


his 
voiceover 
Rosa is 
other, providing 
cocaine) for consumers and com 
peting with other businessmen for 
markets. His rationalizing 
confirmed when he Jack 
(Peter Sarsgaard, whose sibilant 
yuppie charmer is the best thing in 
the film), an investment banker 
who assures Victor that he’s as 
legit” as any of his clientele and 
suggests he get on board the 
stock-market bubble. Subsequent 
events his girlfriend gets preg 
nant, a rival thug fills him with 
holes, and one of his henchman 
accidentally shoots a child per 
suade Victor to take up Jack’s tip 
and “diversify.” But despite the hip 
hop casting (Fat Joe, Treach) and 
the sultry soundtrack, Empire 
never rises above stereotypes that 
Public Enemy introduced and 
Brian De Paima’s operatic Scar 
face overdosed on. First-time di 
Continued on page 32 


meets 
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Continued from page 31 

rector Franc. Reyes, himself a na- 
tive of the "hood, actually shows 
more wit and insight in depicting 
well-heeled Manhattan than he 
does in portraying the barrio up- 
town; unlike his hero, he’s more 


comfortable in the boutique than | 


in the bodega. (90m) Boston Com- 
mon, Fenway, suburbs. 

**xLES ENFANTS DU SIECLE/ 
THE CHILDREN OF THE CENTU- 
RY (1999). Diane Kurys’s gaudy 
period romance is a kind of he 
said/she said of 19th-century liter- 


ary affairs. The title comes from | 


the roman a clef that doomed ro- 
mantic poet Alfred de Musset 
(Benoit Magimel), the Kurt Cobain 
of the 19th century, wrote about 
his affair with the Baroness Dude- 
vant (Juliette Binoche), who was 
better known as the iconoclastic, 
gender-bending, wildly popular 
novelist George Sand. The point 
of view, however, is all Sand's; 
Musset comes off as a dissipated 
libertine incapable of fidelity who 


tries to suck the life out of his tal- | 


ented mistress. For her part, 
Binoche’s Sand, despite the men’s 
@fothes, the cigars, and the light 
promiscuity, seems to be a nurtur- 
er and homemaker at heart. Over- 
wrought and lovely to look at, pro- 
viding little sense of what genius 
and artistic creation might be like, 


Les enfants du siécie does boast | 
| laske and Joe Absolom) and a 


some scandalous moments (Mus- 


set does a number on his brother | 
| gette Wilson) to the top of the 


with a fork) plus some clever dia- 
logue — and some that's real 
dumb, too. It’s Merchant Ivory with 
squalor, 
ners. In French with English subti- 
tles. (135m) Saturday at the Mu- 
seum of Fine Arts. 

*1/2 EQUILIBRIUM (2002). 


writer/director Kurt Wimmer's not | 


so distant Orwellian futurescape, 
emotions have been outlawed. It’s 


| TV commercial. 
ecstasy, and bad man- | 
| and-tumble conditions, but Wil- 
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a loveless universe where viola- 
tors are outed by their spouses 
and children and taken away for 
“processing” and public eradica- 
tion. John Preston (Christian Bale, 
from American Psycho), the most 
prolific enforcer of the fascist gov- 
ernment, uses a giant ninja night- 
stick and semi-automatic hand 
cannons to hunt down and exter- 
minate rebels of the free-emoting 
underground. He's lost his own 
wife to “processing,” but after a se- 
quence of stirring encounters, he 
halts his “intervals” (doses of the 
mind-altering drug that hinders 
emotion) and begins to feel. This 
set-up is reminiscent of Logan's 
Run, with John becoming an insid- 
er on the outside and running from 
his viscid former partner (Taye 
Diggs), but the single-note plot 
lists early. Wimmer tries to main- 
tain a pulse by digressing into 
hoky bouts of Matrix-styled com- 
bat. It's a senseless move, be- 
cause Bale himself is far more al- 
luring to watch as his newly feel- 
ing terminator tries to feign staid 
emotioniessness. He and Emily 
Watson, as a fiery renegade keen 
on nostalgia, provide the only 
spark in this otherwise soulless 
adventure. (107m) Copley Place, 


| suburbs. 


* EXTREME OPS (2002). This er- 
satz XXX sends two punked-out 
extreme snowboarders (Jana Pal- 


tight-laced Olympic skier (Brid- 
Austrian Alps to film stunts for a 
The extremers 
have no problem with the rough- 


son’s gold-medalist is in a world of 
woes without groomed sloops. 


n| Their real problem, however, 


comes when they run into an es- 
caped Serbian war criminal (Klaus 
Léwitsch) who doesn't want his 


“ONE OF THE FUNNIEST MOVIES OF THE YEAR! 


David Sheehan 


CBS-TV 


“Absolute perfection. Here surely is the 
perfect holiday season movie.” 


-Jeff Simon / THE BUFFALO NEWS 


“‘Analyze That’ is even funnier 


than ‘Analyze This.” 


-joel Siegel / 
GOOD MORNING AMERICA 


“DeNiro is uprearious.” 
-Craig Outhier / 
THE ORANGE COUNTY 
REGISTER 


Robert De Niro 


Billy Crystal 


lyze 


Lisa ee 


whereabouts known. Directed by 
Christian Duguay, the film does 
offer some Warren Miller/extreme 
thrills — and it should, since 178 
stunt men (some of them real X- 
Gamers) were employed but 
beyond that, the plot gasps for a 
pulse. The extremers have no 
edge once their boards come off, 
the Slobodan Milosevic angle is 
ill-developed, not to mention pre- 
posterous, and about the only the 
non-slope running titillation is the 
gal-on-gal hot-tub kiss between 
Wilson and Pallaske. Veteran Brit 
actors Rufus Sewell and Rupert 
Graves do add some thespian 
punch as the intrepid video direc- 
tor and the pampered producer, 
but it’s not nearly enough to keep 
this one from extremely bombing 
(93m) Fresh Pond, suburbs 


co 
FROM HEAVEN 
(2002). Writer/director Todd 
Haynes (Poison, Safe, Velvet 
Goldmine) pays homage to the 
Hollywood melodrama of the ‘50s 
with this big-budget pastiche in 
which homosexuality and interra- 
cial love are the overt themes. His 
film is set in 1957 Hartford, where 
TV manufacturer Frank Whitaker 


**x*xFAR 


| (Dennis Quaid) and his devoted 


wife, Cathy (Julianne Moore), are 
a Sunday-supplement couple with 
a perfect house, two nice kids, 
and a black maid, Sybil (Viola 
Davis). But Frank is an alcoholic 
with a penchant for furtive gay 
sex. Isolated and deprived of emo- 
tional support, Cathy becomes 
drawn to her black gardener, Ray- 
mond (Dennis Haysbert). Haynes 
studiously re-creates certain as- 
pects of Douglas Sirk’s style, but 
whereas in Sirk and Nicholas Ray, 
style, however extreme, always 
correlates with story and charac- 
ter, the style of Far from Heaven is 


| also a conspicuous comment on 


itself. After Sirk’s All That Heaven 
Allows, the movie that this one 
most resembles is John Waters's 
Hairspray — but whereas in Hair- 
spray Waters exceeds expecta- 
tions for musicals by addressing 
racial integration and body image, 
Haynes, in choosing the melodra- 
ma as his form, raises expecta- 
tions that he doesn't fulfill: he ac 
tually does less than what melo- 
dramas can do, and did. (107m) 
Copley Place, Kendall Square, 
Coolidge Corner, suburbs 

**x *x FIGHT CLUB (1999). David 
Fincher’s adaptation of Chuck 


Palahniuk’s sophomoric first novel 


is trashy, sensationalistic, amoral, 
pretentious, and bound to outrage 
those who believe that movies 
corrupt society and cause violent 
behavior. Edward Norton’s un- 
named narrator is a corporate 
drone who investigates accidents 
for an auto company. When his 
designer-catalogue-furnished 
apartment blows up mysteriously, 
he moves in with prankster dilet- 
tante Tyler Durden (Brad Pitt), and 
together the pair draw other dis- 
enfranchised losers into their 
after-hours bare-knuckle bouts, 
organizing it into “Fight Club,” a 
grassroots movement transform- 
ing anti-establishment rage into 
self-flagellation that branches out 
into the escalating terrorism of 
“Project Mayhem,” Tyler's scheme 
to overthrow the civilized world 
Fincher’s film spars with issues of 
alienation, repression, self-de- 
struction, the future of civilization, 
and the nature of the cinema, but 
these are glancing blows — it’s all 
just shadow boxing. (139m) Late 
show Friday through Sunday at 
the Brattle 

* * 1/2 FRIDA (2002). There was 
so much pain in the life of artist 
Frida Kahlo that Julie Taymor’s ac- 
count doesn't even make time for 
the polio that crippled Kahlo at 
age six, instead jumping straight 
to the bus accident that wiped her 
out at age 18, leaving her im- 
paled, naked, drenched with 
blood, and dusted with gold sprin- 
kles (a party favor carried by an- 
other passenger). The injuries 
never fully healed (she died in 
1954, at age 47), and the image, 
like an icon of martyrdom, is one 
of many stunners in this visually 
lush homage. Unfortunately, the 
film never gets much beyond the 
icon stage. Salma Hayek brings a 
flashy dignity and tasteful passion 
to the role, and her reverence for 
the self-mythologizing painter and 
feminist paragon will offend and 
enlighten no one. As for what 
Kahlo described as the other “big 
accident” in her life, her marriage 
to Diego Rivera, Alfred Molina 
plays the 300-pound bacchic mu 
ralist with a mix of exuberance, 
frailty, rue, and fury that is the 
film’s real award-worthy perform- 
ance. Edward Norton as Nelson 
Rockefeller and Geoffrey Rush as 
Leon Trotsky (taking a break from 
dictating his History of the Russ- 
ian Revolution to play grab-ass 
with Frida) add an almost farcical 
note. But if Taymor fails to portray 
the artist or her times, she does 
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touch on the mystery of artistic 
creation. Such mundane details 
as a peasant dress or toes peer- 
ing out of bathwater burst into 
playful, profound collages of the 
imagination at work. The beauty of 
Taymor's vision of how the paint- 
ings were inspired at times ex- 
ceeds that of the paintings them- 
selves. (119m) Copley Place, Har- 
vard Square, suburbs 

*1/2 FRIDAY AFTER NEXT 
(2002). In this, the third install 
ment of the “Friday” series, goof- 
ball stoners Craig (Ice Cube) and 
Day-Day (Mike Epps) “take their 
black asses back to the ghetto.” 
Ice Cube, who created the series, 
seemed to heading for new 
heights of scatological humor with 
the sequel, Next Friday. Unfortu- 
nately, the current return to the 
‘hood gets as stale as the reefer 
filled air in the boys’ cribs. This Fri- 
day falls on the day before Christ- 
mas, when a ghetto Santa kicks 
Craig's ass with a Christmas tree 
and steals the rent money. The 
boys spend the entirety of the film 
trying to scrape together the cash 
(from being security guards to 
pimping a house party), but that’s 
secondary to the hyperbolic freaks 


that occupy the screen. There are | 


the hump-happy senior citizens; 
there’s the requisite buxom babe 
(a soft and sensual K.D. Aubert); 
there’s a pint-sized Prince (Katt 
Williams) who takes on a ripped, 
bitch-loving ex-con (Terry Crews) 
by applying a pair of pliers to the 
behemoth’s testicles. No matter 
how deep the shit gets, Ice Cube 
always looks majestic seething 
away, even here. (75m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, suburbs 


** xHARRY POTTER AND THE | 
CHAMBER OF SECRETS (2002). 


Despite its inventive use of an old 
diary as a vehicle for time travel, 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets, with such horror-movie 
standards as giant spiders and a 
serpent in the plumbing, is the 
weakest of the Harry Potter novels 
so far. But director Chris Colum- 
bus has made a darker, quicker 
movie of it than he did of The Sor- 
cerer's Stone, with particularly 
fine settings and atmosphere. The 
goings on at Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry include a 
murder-bent voice in the walls that 
only Harry can hear and a myste- 
rious set of attacks that leave sev- 
eral students and the nasty care- 
taker’s cat petrified. Moreover 
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Harry must endure the fawning of 
foppish new Defense Against the 
Dark Arts teacher Gilderoy Lock- 
hart (given goofy comic brio by a 
wavily coiffed Kenneth Branagh) 
and the ostracism of students who 
fear that, because he can talk to 
snakes, Harry may be the “heir” of 
rogue school founder Salazar 
Slytherin. Alan Rickman adds a 
brooding quizzicality to the spite- 
fulness of oleaginous Potions pro 
fessor Severus Snape; the late 
Richard Harris is pale and breathy 
but continues to exude sly, gentle 
wisdom as headmaster Albus 
Dumbledore; and Maggie Smith is 
back, in all her pursed authority 
and Scottish cadence, as prim 
deputy headmistress Minerva 
McGonagall. A marvelously sinis 
ter addition to the extracurricular 
populace is icy Jason Isaacs as 
Lucius Malfoy, father of Harry's 
arch-enemy Draco. As for the trio 
of child actors at the heart of the 
story, Daniel Radcliffe has gained 
grit and gravitas as Harry, and 
Emma Watson continues to exude 
precocity as the brainy Hermione 
But mugging Rupert Grint, so per- 
sonable as Ron in The Sorcerer's 
Stone, appears to have studied 
too long at the Macaulay Culkin 
School of Home Alone acting, 
Chris Columbus, headmaster 
(162m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 

THE HOT CHICK (2002). Tom 
Meek’s review is on page 4 
(101m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs 


i 
**x*xIGBY GOES DOWN (2002). 
The influences on Burr Steers’s 
plucky portrait of adolescent dys- 
function range from J.D. Salinger’s 
The Catcher in the Rye to Larry 
Clark's Kids. Despite the familiar 
material, Steers delivers some- 
thing fresh, provocative, and 
unadulterated. Kieran Culkin’s 
Igby is a baby-faced imp who has 
mixed feelings about his dying 
mother (Susan Sarandon) and un 
mitigated contempt for his dutiful 
brother Oliver (Ryan Phillippe) 
Kicked out of one boarding school 
after another, Iigby decides to drop 
out by squatting in the Manhattan 
loft of the mistress (Amanda Peet) 
of his sardonic uncle (Jeff Gold- 
blum). Matters deteriorate when 
Igby beds Rachel while the hated 
Oliver chases after Sookie (Claire 
Danes), the girl Igby really loves 
Much of the film, which Steers 
wrote as well as directed, hangs 
on Culkin’s performance, and 
though the young actor expresses 
angst with flair, his inconsistent 
level of maturity — sometimes he 
seems 12, other times 30 — lacks 
credibility. It's a minor flaw in an 
otherwise masterful filmmaking 
debut by Steers, with outstanding 
supporting performances by Gold- 
blum and Peet. (97m) Somerville 
Theatre, Arlington Capitol, sub- 


| urbs 


*** xIT’'S A WONDERFUL LIFE 


| (1946). Frank Capra's classic gets 


a little sentimental at the begin- 
ning (God talking from a spiral 
galaxy) and the end (angel 
Clarence getting his wings). But 
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the film also shows us Capra 
and American moviemaking at 
its best. Not many directors would 
let their hero Jimmy Stewart 
yet behave as abominably as 
It's a Wonderful Life does (Stew 
art's George Bailey to Donna 
Reed's Mary: “Why do we have to 
have all these kids?”). Capra is 
telling us that it can also be a pret 
ty horrible life, and that the line 
between the two is razorblade thin 

the absence of one good guy 
can bring out the worst in an en 
tire town. Yet it's Stewart, all spon 
taneous good will and unblinking 
faith, who makes what could have 
been just another treacly postwar 
morale builder into a cinematic 
statement that, in its naive decen 
cy and optimism, is uniquely 
American. (b&w/129m) Thursday 
at the South Boston Branch Li- 
brary 


J 

*1/2 JONAH: A VEGGIETALES 
MOVIE (2002). If you've ever seen 
the well-aged TV show Davey and 
Goliath, then you know exactly 
what Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie 
is all about: it’s a wholesome 
moral animated and wrapped up 
in a context easily digested by 
children. That context happens to 
be a family of personified vegeta- 
bles (Bob the Tomato, Larry the 
Cucumber, and crew) whose van 
breaks down, and when they run 
into the “Pirates who do nothing,’ 
they get the tale of “Jonah and the 
Whale” while they wait for a tow 
Some might call this totalitarian 
theology; others might see it as 
day-care Bible school. Whatever 
the case, the CGI animation is 
stylish and alluring, and the V-8 
characters are comically distine 


tive some of their idiosyn 
crasies seem lifted right out of 
South Park or a Monty Python 


skit. What's perplexing is how the 
Big Idea Production team (this 
being their first theatrical venture 


after striking gold in the video 
market) chose to render Jonah 
(Archibald Asparagus): he's a 


dithering ninny. The message of 
the film is compassion and mercy, 
but by the umpteenth musical 
number extolling said virtues, you 
and any young ones will be 
screaming for some too. (90m) 
West Newton (Saturday and Sun- 
day only), Arlington Capitol, sub- 
urbs 


L 
**x*x THE LADY FROM SHANG- 
HAI (1948). When Columbia Pic 
tures boss Harry Cohn was shown 
Orson Welles’s bizarre thriller, he 
reportedly said, “I'll give a thou 
sand dollars to anyone who can 
tell me what the hell this goddamn 
movie's about.” If not always co 
herent, the picture is entertaining 
It might be described as a series 
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of revelations of moral decay, with 
Welles (using a ludicrous Irish ac 
cent) as a rather dim adventurer 
who discovers wickedness spiral 
ing toward him from sources like 
the crippled: lawyer (played by 
Everett Sloane) and his alluring 
dangerous wife (Rita Hayworth) 
The deceptions multiply, and the 
movie's tension is released in the 
justly famous house-of-mirrors 
gunfight.. (b&w/87m) Monday at 
the Harvard Film Archive 


M 

MAID IN MANHATTAN (2002). 
Peter Keough's review is on page 
4. (97m). Boston Common, Fen- 
way, Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs 
**1/2 MOSTLY MARTHA 
(2001). As the title heroine (Marti 
na Gedeck) of Sandra Nettel 
beck's German-language film (a/k 
a Drei Sterne and Bella Martha) 
tells her therapist, she’s not com 
pulsive, she’s just precise, like any 
good chef. So if a customer dis 
putes the quality of her foie gras, 
she'll tell him to eat liverwurst. The 
film, on the other hand, is more 
liverwurst than foie gras, comfort 
food rather than an esthetic ac- 
complishment. Martha's obses- 
sive, workaholic routine, devoid of 
social skills and social contacts 
but perked up by close-up mon- 
tages of savory cuisine, breaks 
down when a melodramatic plot 
device deposits her sullen eight 
year-old niece, Lina (Maxime Fo 
erste), on her doorstep. Preoccu 
pied with this new responsibility, 
Martha must also contend with an 
intruder in her workspace 
happy-go-lucky Italian chef Mario 
(Sergio Castellitto) has been hired 
to pick up the slack in the kitchen 
Gedeck and Castellitto comple- 
ment each other nicely: she has a 
soft face that she tries to make 
hard, he has the energy of Rober 
to Benigni without being an ass 
hole. And Nettelbeck, unlike the 
Hollywood hack who'll direct the 
likely remake, shows restraint in 
bringing the film to its inevitable 
complacent conclusion. Although 
at times it seems too many plots 
will spoil the cook, Mostly Martha 


is mostly okay. In German with 
English subtitles. (107m) West 
Newton, suburbs 


*x*1/2 MY BIG FAT GREEK 
WEDDING (2002). Toula (Nia 
Vardalos), a near-spinster re- 
pressed by her family’s traditional- 
ism, undergoes an ugly-duckling 
transformation and lands lan (a 
generic John Corbett from Sex in 
the City), the man of her dreams 
The hitch is, he’s not Greek. It all 
begins tediously, and the two love 
birds don’t kindle many romantic 
sparks; instead, we get bawdy 
high jinks from Toula’s family, a 
loud, boisterous lot oversold on 
the importance of lamb (lan’s a 
vegetarian) and being Greek. The 


event of the title is a mere sidecar 

it's the ouzo-soaked meet-and 
greet with lan’s white-bread par 
ents and Toula’s father (Michael 
Constantine) that provides the 
guffaw-garnering kicks. Written by 
Vardalos (of Second City notori 
ety) from her stage play and di 
rected by Zwick, Wedding 
hangs too much on the Greek 
stereotype its a one-note com 
edy that seems better suited to 
TV. Vardalos is amicable and sin 
cere, but without the assembly of 
mutton-munching caricatures (in 
cluding Joey Fatone from ‘'N 
Sync), this romantic-comedy 
would be hard pressed to fill a 
wedding gown. (95m) Copley 
Place, Kendall Square 
Hill, suburbs 


Joel 


P 

**x1/2 PERSONAL VELOCITY 
(2002). Rebecca Miller, daughter 
of Arthur Miller, writes beautifully, 
with precise detail and pitch-per 
fect tone, in her collection of sto- 
ries Personal Velocity. That's part 
of the problem with her film adap 
tation of the same. She's taken 
three of the seven stories, stitched 
them loosely together (this is no 
Short Cuts, but pay attention to 
that overheard news story about 
the freak accident), and saturated 
them with a male (why?) 
voiceover. So much for the writing 
workshop bromide about showing 
not telling here we've got both 
Delia (Kyra Sedgwick) is battered 
by her husband; she flees first to a 
shelter, than to the home of a 
high-school acquaintance who se 
cretly hates her. Working as a 
waitress, she finds empowerment 
by giving a skittery punk a hand 
job. Greta (Parker Posey) is a 
Manhattan book editor whose ca 
reer takes off when she works on 
the new novel of a hot young 
writer. But that only throws her 
into paroxysms of guilt, especially 
when she ponders cheating on 
her white-bread husband. Com 
plex, witty, with unexpected 
pathos, this is the film’s best 
episode, worth it if only for the 
shot of Posey skipping down the 
street in a new pair of Manolo 
Blahniks. Finally, pregnant pun- 
kette Paula (Fairuza Balk) has a 
spat with her boyfriend, so she 
takes to the road and picks up a 
hitchhiker. She's driven by por- 
tents, by sudden, horrible twists of 
fate, and by a barrage of discon- 
nected associations that make her 
want to write it all down. So why 
does she end up making the most 
conventional choice of all three 
characters? In her filmmaking as 
much as in her writing, Miller 
demonstrates a technical skill akin 
to glibness; too bad her creative 
velocity seems set on cruise con 
trol. (85m) Copley Place, Kendall 
Square, suburbs 
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**LA PIANISTE/THE PIANO | years younger, insists that Erika | tence. In French with English sub 
TEACHER (2001). Michael | take him on as her student, until | titles. (video/90m) Friday at the 
Haneke's adaptation of Elfriede | the teacher/student relationship | Harvard Film Archive 




































***1/2 PUNCH- DRUNK LOVE 
(2002). Actor Adam Sandler (The 
Waterboy, Mr. Deeds) and director 
Paul Thomas Anderson (Boc 
Nights, Magnolia) meet up in a 
barbed but sweet-natured 
bagatelle of whimsy and wounded 
innocence, and the result is the 
best film yet from either. The pro 
prietor of a novelty bathroom-sup 
ply company, Sandler's Barry 
Egan has seven hectoring sisters 
and the noodgiest of them, Eliza 
beth (Mary Lynn Rajskub, just one 
of this film's scene stealers), tries 
to fix him up with Lena Leonard 
(Emily Watson), who in time will 
become a kind of Alice in Barry's 
tawdry wonderland. Initially, how 
ever, Barry resists Elizabeth's 
crass efforts to match him up with 
Lena at a Kafka-esque family 
gathering where the seven sisters 
and various in-laws drive him into 


Jelinek’s Die Kilavierspielerin 
(“The Pianist”) does wonders with 
a verbose, stridently banal novel 
refining away much of its sopho- 
cynicism and smug racism 
In part he has Isabelle Huppert in 
the title role to thank. Fortyish and 
single, Erika Kohut is a failed con 
cert pianist and embittered 
teacher at the Vienna Music Con 


overturns and the refined facades 
shatter, for the characters and the 
film both. Jane Campion could 
give him some Piano lessons, but 
to his credit, Haneke ennobles the 
material. Still, La pianiste would 
never have gotten so much atten- 
tion had not he dropped his @s 
thetic pants on occasion. So every 
now and then, out of the blue, 
servatory who lives with her | Erika will squat and pee, or sniff a 
equally grotesque mother (Annie | soiled tissue, or peek at her moth 
Girardot) in a Punch & Judy show | er's pubic hair, or throw herself on 
of co-dependency. Huppert (who | a useless man to be utterly de 
won the Best Actress award last | graded. The arty trappings don’t 
year at Cannes for her perform- | disguise the titillating intent, or the 
ance) accords Erika an element of | film's ultimate effect of diminishing 
mystery, no small task given a | one’s delight in sex, humanity, and 
deadening regimen that consists | movies. In French with English 
of psychologically and physically | subtitles. (130m) Thursday at the 
damaging her students, trolling | Brattle. 

sex shops and parking lots for| PROFILS PAYSANS: L’'AP- 
scopophilic thrills, tearing her | PROCHE/PEASANT PROFILE: 
mother's hair out in another fight | THE APPROACH (2001). Cele 


gle 


moric 


about clothes and privacy, and | brated French Raymond Depar a tantrum of rage and grief that is 
mutilating her genitals. Walter | don photographer made this | at once horrific, pathetic, and hi 
Klemmer (Benoit Magimel, who | sobering documentary about | larious. To assuage his loneliness 
won for Best Actor at Cannes), | France's dwindling elderly rural | he turns to a phone-sex line, and 
blond and cocky and about 15 | population and their sad exis Continued on page 34 
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Continued from page 33 
that opens a Pandora's box of fur 
ther Suffice t 
say that complementing the sever 
wicked fairy-tale 
fashion, are four trollish brothers 
and they're all from Provo, Utah 
upervised by Philip Seymour 
Hoffman in a bl Elvis 
padour. No frogs raining down this 
but you do get an SUV 
ver outside Barry's office 
a cab depositing a tiny key 
trument, a harmonium as 
sidewalk. And if 
there’s any the film will be 
the beginning of a punch-drunk 
affair of perfectly matched tal 
(89m) Kendal! Square 
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* x QUEEN OF THE GYPSIES: 
A PORTRAIT OF CARMEN 
AMAYA (2002). Amaya 
the dancer considered the 
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armen 
some 


of Gypsy flamenco, was 
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“A TRIUMPH! 


One of the finest pictures of the year.” 
Elvis Mitchell THE NEW YORK TIMES 


{FOUR POWERFUL WOMEN AMAZE - 
in front and behind the camera. Kyra Sedgw 
has finally found the perfect role. aa tier: 


On | Gleiterman ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
MARVELOUS! 


Recalls the best page-to-cinema 
adaptation of John Huston.” 
Jan Stuart NEW YORK NEWSDAY 
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born poor into a family of dancers 
and musicians. By the time she 
died at age 50, in 1963 she'd 
had a theater named after her in 


pants as a costume, she played 
the role of breadwinner in her 
large Gitano performing family 
The patriarchs had to swallow her 
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professional dominance, but they 
could still control her love life 
which they apparently did until 
made an unwise late mar 
riage. in the phenomenal dancing 
excerpts from Amaya’s films, you 
see the transgressor she couldn't 
performed at | be off stage. Newspapers called 
the audience threw | her the Human Vesuvius, and 
Jocelyn Ajami’s | Hurok claimed that by the end of 
traces | every performance the combs had 
flown out of her hair. Her artistry 
her passion, maybe even her fury, 
became a model for contemporary 
flamenco dancers. (video/80 min 
utes) Wednesday at the Museum 
of Fine Arts 


Buenos Aires and a fountain in 
Barcelona. She made movies in 
Spain Hollywood she 
toured immense 


and and 
with 


egIS 


success | she 
of impresario Sol 
danced at the White 


President Roosevelt 


under the 
Hurok. She 
House for 
and when she 
Hall 


and mink 


Carnegie 
flowers 
fasc 


inating documentary 


her ¢ archival 
footage and interviews with family, 
The film 
exposes a life en 
ontending cultural and 
Carmen 
learned all the 
including those R 
assigned to men, she | ** x REAL GENIUS (1985). At its 
them like a with | best, this anti-authoritarian youth 
power and virtuosity, | comedy has the spirit of a minor 
She not only wore | league M*A*S*H: it’s set among 
the pens-in-the-pocket-protector 
set, but it avoids all the 
clichés about wimps and nerds 
indeed, it may be the only 
comedy in which the word 
denotes the guy the 
brains. The heroes are a couple of 
students at Pacific Tech who try to 
beat the school’s reigning brown 
noser at his own game by finishing 
a professor's laser-research proj 
ect. Along the way, they realize 
they're giving the world a new and 
seemingly invincible weapon. Di 
rector Martha Coolidge gets grand 
performances from Val Kilmer and 
the touchingly hyper Michelle 
Meyrink; these actors help to give 
teenage techno-comedy a human 
face. With Gabe Jarret and William 
Atherton. (108m) Tuesday at the 
Brattle 
**1/2 REAL WOMEN HAVE 
CURVES (2002). Patricia Car- 
doso's bittersweet coming-of-age 
comedy set in a high-strung Los 
Angeles Latino family is a touch 
ing, funny, authentic portrait of real 
people in a real place. Ana (Ameri- 
ca Ferrera) is about to graduate 
from high school with high honors, 
and she wants to go to a nice col- 
lege say, Columbia. Her old- 
fashioned mother (Lupe Ontiveros) 
disapproves, and she keeps put- 
ting Ana down because of her 
weight. In short, though Mama 
says she wants to keep the family 
together, she really envies her 
daughter and wants to squash 
Ana's opportunities to escape her 
own fate. So it appears that Ana’s 
future will begin and end in the 
sweat shop run by her earnest, op- 
pressed, and equally overweight 
sister (a scene in which the curva 
ceous women laboring at sewing 
machines strip down will undoubt- 
edly be a highlight of Rea/ Women 
Have Curves: The Musical.) The 
real curve in Rea/ Women is its 
perhaps unintentional misogyny: 
all the obstacles in Ana’s path to 
liberation, from Mama to her sis- 
ter’'s cutthroat, hoity-toity client, 
are women. Fortunately, there are 
fiery and finessed performances 
from Ferrera and Ontiveros to 
smooth out the rough edges 
(90m) Copley Place, Harvard 
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Square, suburbs 

**1/2 THE RING (2002). Gore 
Verbinski’s remake of Hideo Naka 
ta’s Ringu (a Japanese cult hit that 
spawned numerous sequels and 
inspired the slick but flawed Fear 
DotCom) is deliciously implausible 
and deliriously unsubtle at times 
yet it does a satisfying job of creat 
ing a world (okay, Seattle) where 
videotapes kill their viewers within 
seven days. Naomi Watts (cx 
and competent here, if light years 
from her Mulholland Drive tour de 
force) is Rachel, a 
porter investigating the 
deaths of four teenagers, one of 
whom was her favorite niece. Her 
ex, a scruffy photographer (Martin 
Henderson), offers his video ex 
pertise, and her 
(self-possessed 
Dorfman) starts 
from a dead little girl 
than Daveigh Chase 
Motion kid sister 
Darko). Matters progress to an 
abandoned horse farm off Puget 
Sound lone patriarch Brian 
aks of a decades 
and fidgets with 
settling 


but no more 


mely 


rebellious re 


mysterious 


precocious son 
David 
g messages 
(none other 
the Sparkle 
from De 


newcomer 


hearin 


mnie 


where 
Cox gruffly spe 
old family tragedy 
electrical 
way. Derivative, yes 
so than other fare 
And Verbinski’s visuals are affect 
en-scene is all 


decay 


cords in an un 
recent scare 


ing (his rainy mise 
mossy greens, like 
Jujubes); he avoids the tiresome 
bloody evisceration that every 
other horror director seems addict- 
ed to. This is a haunting, pure and 
simple, and it’s downright scary 
(114m) Boston Common, Fenway 
Circle, Somerville Theatre, Arling- 
ton Capitol, suburbs 

**xTHE ROCKY HORROR PIC- 
TURE SHOW (1976). This horror 
camp extravaganza still draws 
midnight crowds. Its story of two 
dorky, all-American kids (Barry 
Bostwick and Susan Sarandon) 
who find themselves indoctrinated 
into the pansexual ways of Dr 
Frank-N-Furter is no more outra- 
geous than La Cage aux Folles, 
but only a curmudgeon would deny 
the magnetism of Tim Curry, 
whose lip-smacking rendition of 
“Sweet Transvestite” remains one 
of the high points in all of cult 
movies. Jim Sharman directs 
(100m) Saturday midnight at the 
Harvard Square 

**ROGER DODGER (2002). As 
if sprung like an unformed child 
from the good intentions of Nick 
Hornby and the more sinister ones 
of Neil LaBute, writer/director 
Dylan Kidd's film takes you on a 
night of debauchery with Campbell 
Scott and 1000 cigarettes. Scott's 
Roger (he “dodges” life) is the 
“boy” of a powerful woman who is 
also his boss, and Joyce would be 
the conventional ballbuster if she 
weren't played by Isabella 
Rossellini. When she dumps him 
for another “boy,” Roger acts out by 
taking his virginal teen nephew 
Nick (Jesse Eisenberg) on the 
town to teach him about women 
and sex. Kidd delivers some smart 
dialogue, and the interaction be- 
tween Scott and Eisenberg keeps 
things lively. But the story is as 
tired as the unpleasant whiff of mi- 
sogyny: besides Joyce, we get 
nameless hookers in a seedy 
whorehouse and a pair of barflies 
(Jennifer Beals and Elizabeth 
Berkley) who generously provide 
Nick with a chaste sexual educa- 
tion. The female character who is, 
apparently, the source of Roger’s 
anger and insecurity is his sister, 
Nick’s mom, but Kidd plays their 
reunion off screen, missing the 
chance to develop both characters 
and up the dramatic ante. Tension 
and motivation may not be as sexy 
as snappy repartee, cigarettes, 
and Scotch, but they sure can ele- 
vate a movie from pretentious pos- 
turing. (104m) West Newton, 
Somerville Theatre, Arlington 
Capitol, suburbs 


Ss 
**1/2 THE SANTA CLAUSE 2 
(2002). In the first Santa Clause, 
Scott Calvin (Tim Allen) found a 
white bearded guy in a red suit 
passed out on his lawn. Scott put 
the suit on and — according to a 
contractual clause — became the 
new St. Nick. Now it’s eight years 
later, and we discover that a sec- 
ond clause requires Santa to get 
married (Scott's divorced) and 
bring a Mrs. Claus to the North 
Pole by Christmas or be “de- 
Santa-fied.” Directed by Michael 
Lembeck, Clause 2 is maudlin, 
manipulative fluff that warms your 
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* *& * 24 HOUR PARTY PEOPLE (MGM). Michael Winterbottor 
to Sarajevo, Wonderland. The Claim) has been as uneven as it has been ambitious 
Tony Martin, the musical 
the collectivist home of such 
New vho helped make “Madch 

mous with Ecstasy-laced raves, kamikaze 
and self-destructive megalomania. Winterbottom and screenwriter Frank Cottrell Boyce re 
who as depicted by British 
rossed perhaps with George Sanders. Coogan's 


whose repertoire 


sardonic integrity and an exhausting whimsy to the story of Manchester's 


entrepreneur responsible, among other endeavors, for Factory Records 


1 Happy Mondays, and the man w 


utting-edge rock, revolutionary hedonism 


bands as Joy Division der, anc 
ester” synony 
finances 
Juce the story to the rambling and unreliable memoirs of Martin himself 
comic Steve Eric idle 
Martin makes 
jirectly and chides us if 
in Martin's 


survive (he 


oogan fittingly resembles 
a hip David Frost who addresses the cameré 
1ces to Icarus or semiotics. And the bands get a 

megalomania and Winterbottom’s stylistic pratfalls. Still, he's 
still works for Granada TV) long enough to write his own history. (113m) 


a funny if suffocating host to his own life 


we do not catch his referer 
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* * 1/2 CHERISH (New Line). Indie quirkster Finn Taylor (Dream with the Fishes) again delves into 
the offbeat with this plucky romantic comedy that morphs into a psychological thriller. Zoe (Robin 
Tunney) is a trippy chatterbox working in an animation studio. She never meets the right guy (though 
she hooks up with plenty of posers), and when she does, she gets carjacked and a cop is killed. No 
saddied with vehicular homicide and held under house arrest in a slummy 
neighborhood. Within the tethered confines, Zoe is drawn to her anal-retentive collar-program officer 
Tim Blake Nelson) while devising a cockam lan to catch the “real” killer. For the most part 
Tunney carries the film on her sparkle, but Finn keeps jerking her from one vignette to the next and 


one believes her, so she's 
ame F 


precluding any emotional development. The nostalgic ‘80s soundtrack, featuring Soft Cell, Human 


League, and Hall and Oates (the good stuff!) takes on a role of ifs own. And as part of the strange 
eclectic 


cast (which includes Nora Dunn and Jason Priestley), pop icon Liz Phair makes her screen 


Jebut as a cr ike much of the film, she's 


rporate bitch superficially alluring. (99m) 


* * 1/2 INNOCENCE (Columbia TriStar). The problem w 


laire (Kri 


th Innocence is that it's mostly innocuous 


Fifty years tine Van Pellicom) fell in love. For some rea 


ty 100, Andreas (Kenny Aernouts) and ( 


hard. it they broke apart. Now 
Tingwell) has learned that Julia Blake) is 


as if the intervening half-century had never hap 


of rresolution, mischance, folly, Andrea: sensitive father 


5( 


the septuagenarian Andreas (Charles laire still alive and in 


the neighborhood. He arranges a i 
love, but tt 


d that, plus the specter of mortality, is the 


eeting, and it’s 


pened. They're still ir John 


1ough Andreas is a widower, Claire is married to curmudgeonly 


Norris), anc rub. Director Paul Cox, who has made 
perversity as Man of Flowers, here goes a little soft. He cuts to flashbacks of 


with 


Terr y 
such eloquent paeans tc 
idylis from five decades ago, or images of flowing water, or close-ups of mist on mirrors, etc 
numbing predictability, and the resolution of the elderly but still passionate triangle goes through its 
formulaic phases. The performances, however, afford this exercise in wistful nostalgia some 
poignance, as does a scene in which Andreas witnesses the disinterment of his late wife's grave, and 
the bones, 30 years dead, become the flesh of a beautiful woman. Like Schubert's Death and the 
Maiden Quartet, it doesn't confuse inevitability with cliche, or tragedy with treacie. (94m) 


* & 1/2 K-19: THE WIDOWMAKER (Paramount). The submarine film, with scores of sweaty men 
packed under pressure in a long metal tube tensed to unleash lethal missiles, is fair game for 
Kathryn Bigelow (Near Dark, Strange Days), Hollywood's most macho female director, who adapts 
this long-repressed true story of the Cold War. Fitfully moving and suspenseful, the picture nonethe- 
less sinks under its turgid solemnity. The year is 1961, and the Soviet Union responds to our nuclear- 
submarine threat by building a boat of its own. But the design and the construction of K-19, nick- 
named “the Widowmaker" by those unfortunate enough to be assigned to it, are a little shoddy, what 
with leaks everywhere and plumbing that looks like a set from Brazil. Morale is poor as well, as can 
happen when the guy in charge of the reactor has a drinking problem, so the brass replaces the 
commander, beloved softie Captain Polenin (Liam Neeson), with hardliner Captain Vostrikov (Harrison 
Ford, whose expression changes from pissed off to confused and pissed off) for the maiden voyage. 
This conflict leads to a Crimson Tide—like scenario that ultimately proves secondary to a mechanical 
emergency threatening radiation sickness and worse. All too successful in evoking claustrophobia 
and with its few moments of visual release and dramatic excitement a scant reprieve from the vomit 
ing and the Red Army Chorus—like score, K-79 hardly serves as an adequate acknowledgment of 
heroism that might have prevented World War Ill. (138m) 


* * THE EMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHES (Paramount). Maybe it's director Alan Taylor's CV (primarily a 
string of one-time stints helming television shows like Six Feet Under), but this pretty, whimsical slice 
of revisionist history could benefit from a Napoleon complex. That's not to fault lan Holm, who's com 
manding in the dual roles of the avaricious Little Corporal and the boorish commoner drafted to im- 
personate him on St. Helena (thus allowing the bona fide Bonaparte to be spirited to Paris and stage 
his second recoup). Neither can we blame Iben Hjejle, who exudes empathy and tenderness as the 
buxom melon vendor who offers succor to the undercover emperor and, unaware of his identity, falls 
in love with him and forces him to see the small beauties of life as a commoner. But despite flashes 
of originality, as when the once-great leader passes incognito through Waterloo to find that it's be- 
come a tourist attraction selling tri-colored souvenirs of defeat, the film suffers from too many dead- 
ened longueurs. It's as if Taylor didn't quite know what to do with a full two hours. In the end, neither 
cinematographer Alessio Gelsini Torresi’s crystalline perspicacity nor the fine performances of Holm 
and Hijejle can save The Emperor's New Clothes from being as inconsequential as one of the pastries 
that bears Napoleon's name. (106m) 


* * MA FEMME EST UNE ACTRICE/MY WIFE IS AN ACTRESS (Columbia TriStar). Writer/director 
Yvan Attal is like Woody Allen without the wit, hypochondria, or atheism. A Jewish auteur with major 
insecurities, he stars in semi-autobiographical comedies with beautiful leading ladies. Yet there are a 
few reasons to see this film. One is his gorgeous and gracious real-life wife, Charlotte Gainsbourg 
who plays the title actress, Charlotte, opposite Attal, who plays her spouse, a sportswriter named 
Yvan. The self-reflexivity informs Gainsbourg's honest perfo.mance but never really enters the con 
sciousness of the film. Instead, the plot is straight romantic comedy: Charlotte lands a leading film 
role as the romantic interest of aging heartthrob John (Terence Stamp), but the marriage tums rocky 
when Yvan questions her fidelity and tums into an overprotective stage mom. Highlights are Noemie 
Lvovsky's Cesar-nominated performance as Yvan's pregnant sister and Brad Mehidau's jazz score 
But the real reason to watch is the Allen-esque scene that sends Yvan off the deep end: Charlotte re- 
fuses to do a nude love scene unless the whole crew gets naked as well. If nothing else, this film 
teaches us to be careful what we wish for. In French with English subtitles. (95m) 









into a scenario from one of the 
soaps Lilia watches. But Amari's 
narrative is as lean and sensuous 
as the dancing itself, and Lilia’s fate 
proves surprisingly elegant and ex 
actly right. In Arabic with English 
subtitles. (100m). Wednesday at 
the Brattle 

* x x x SCHINDLER'S LIST 
(1993). Steven Spielberg has put 
aside childish things in this stirring 
adaptation of Thomas Keneally's 
book. It's the true story of Oskar 
Schindler (Liam Neeson), the op- 
portunistic capitalist and Nazi Party 
member who metamorphosed into 
one of the greatest humanitarian 
heroes of World War II: his “list” is a 
compilation of the names of 1100 
Jewish laborers ransomed from 
Hitler's Final Solution. Besides 
Schindler, Spielberg focuses also 
on Itzhak Stern (Ben Kingsley), 
Schindler's financial and spiritual 
accountant, and Nazi Amon Goeth 
(Ralph Fiennes), who rules his 
labor camp with a cruelty that is 
both capricious and methodical 
“The list is life,” says Stern. “Beyond 
the list is the void.” This film reck 
ons with both these enormities, life 
and the void, examining with un- 
earthly restraint, detachment, 
pathos, and zeal the ultimate hor 
ror, the Holocaust. (b&w/195m) 
Sunday at the Harvard Film 
Archive 

* **xSECRETARY (2002). Based 
loosely on a story by Mary Gaitskill, 
Steven Shainberg's wry, witty, oddly 
gentle shaggy-dog story about 
sado-masochism is an old-fash- 
ioned screwball comedy not to 
mention a breakthrough for the di- 
rector Steven Shainberg and his 
star, Maggie Gyllenhaal. With her 
large, soft-seeming body and 
moon-shaped head, her kewpie- 
doll mouth, and eyes wide with em- 
barrassment and curiosity, Gyllen- 
haal is the anti-Parker Posey of in- 
dependent film, the fleshy, flubbing 
alternative to the latter's brittle cool. 
Here her dumpy, doughy Lee Hol- 
loway has a habit of seeking relief 
through pain; when confronted with 
the ongoing dysfunction of her fam- 
ily, she reaches for the sharp- 
edged objects in her sewing kit. 
Then she becomes secretary to 
James Spader’s E. Edward Grey, 
Esquire, an elegantly unhappy and 
entertainingly crabbed lawyer, and 
they progress from typos circled by 
Grey's blood-red pen to that first 
smack on the backside to the yoke 
and handcuffs of the film's teasing 
opening scene. Gyllenhaal and 
Spader bring tenderness and sting 
to their offbeat mating dance, which 
despite its unconventionality proves 
touching, hilarious, and erotic 
(113m) West Newton, Somerville 


Theatre, Arlington Capitol, suburbs 
**1/2 THE SEVEN YEAR ITCH 
(1955). Billy Wilder's crude, sexist 
farce is about a middle-aged apart- 
ment dwelier (Tom Ewell) whose 
wife goes on an extended vacation, 
leaving him to battle temptation in 
the form of voluptuous neighbor 
Marilyn Monroe. The comedy is as 
broad as it gets, but Monroe man- 
ages to project a little sweetness 
As the Dazziedent toothpaste 
model who keeps her panties in the 
icebox and dips potato chips in 
champagne, she’s a beguiling car 
toon of sexuality, especially in the 
scene in which her cool white skirt 
billows up to her shoulders. But 
aside from this iconic moment, Billy 
Wilder's once titillating itch has 
aged into more of an irritating rash 
In a glib, dated affectation, Ewell 
delivers most of his lines straight to 
the camera — or, worse, to himself 
Even Monroe's ditz fits lack the 
knowing flair of her best work 
when the former Miss Norma Jean 
oozes, “I have lots of other things, 
but | have no imagination,” this ad 
mission rings more sad than saucy 
(105m) Monday at the Brattle 
**x*x*xSHCHORS (1939). This 
ought to be the most Stalinist of 
Alexander Dovzhenko's films, both 
because of its reverential focus on 
a leader figure — a Ukrainian revo- 
lutionary commander and be- 
cause Stalin not only proposed the 
subject but intervened at several 
points in the preparation of the film, 
not least decisively by executing 
several of its real-life characters 
But Dovzhenko makes it a personal 
film not just in its imagery but in its 
characterizations. While portraying 
Shchors as a trim, brainy leader 
never completely at ease among 
his men, Dovzhenko builds Sh 
chors's boisterous, brutal, and out- 
landish second-in-command, the 
aging Bozhenko, into an equal 
figure in his design. The two make 
a marvelous, mysterious pair: the 
one too human, the other not 
human enough. Like all 
Dovzhenko's films, Shchors lives in 
its detail, in wild gestures and ex- 
treme transformations, in rapid 
shifts of attention and multi-layered 
shots (in one scene, women riding 
to a wedding in a sleigh pass sol- 
diers fighting from house to house). 
The sound is largely redundant and 
irrelevant. Shchors is a film in flight, 
never lingering over its beautiful im- 
ages, aware that glory exists in mo- 
ments that swiftly pass. In Russian 
with English subtitles. (b&w/140m) 
Saturday at the Museum of Fine 
Arts 

**1/2 SIDDHARTHA (1972). Al 
though the days are long gone 
since its novelty sent legions of 


matted-haired hipsters scurrying 
chillums in hand, to seek illumina- 
tion in ashrams and pagodas, Con 
rad Rook's adaptation of Herman 
Hesse’s novel remains a majestic 
if languorous, spectacie. Cine- 
matographer Sven Nykvist renders 
Brahmin Siddhartha’s roving quest 
for self-knowledge in sun-bleached 
ascetic whites, brilliant oranges, 
and pale blue skies reflected in a 
moss-green Ganges. Indeed, his 
Supersaturated colors make the 
textured Indian landscape a much 
more engaging presence than Sid 
dhartha (Shashi Kapoor) is. But 
leaden characters aren't the only 
problem here clunkily grandilo 
quent expository dialogue that 
sounds dubbed even though it's 
not, grossly simplified pseudo-pro 
fundities, and far too many stoned 
longueurs also litter your path. Sid 
dhartha is buoyed by a captivating 
visuality, and the best scenes are 
the ones that don’t look scripted 
vérité tableaux of glassy-eyed 
smoke-puffing saddhus or rococo 
court scenes replete with gyrating 
dancers, sumptuous feasts, and 
leaping tongues of flame. Still, the 
way to enlightenment never 
seemed so heavyhanded. (85m) 
Wednesday at the Brattle 

SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN (1952). 
Steve Vineberg’s review is on page 
3. (103m) Wednesday and Thurs- 
day at the Arlington Regent 

* 1/2 SOLARIS (2002). Among the 
many thousands of films that don't 
need to be remade by Hollywood, 
Andrei Tarkovsky’s 1971 Solaris 
appeared to occupy a Safe position 
near the top of the list: it's a mas- 
terpiece, and its story (from Stanis 
law Lem’s futuristic novel) is as un- 
Hollywood as you can get. Why 
Steven Soderbergh and his pro- 
ducers (who include James 
Cameron) wanted to try their 
hands at it is a mystery that the 
film itself sheds no light on. Psychi- 
atrist Chris Kelvin (George 
Clooney) is sent to troubleshoot a 
research project on the planet So- 
laris, whereupon his dead girl- 
friend, Rheya (Natascha McEI- 
hone), shows up, apparently alive, 
and he tries to resume their rela- 
tionship, even though in both the 
book and Tarkovsky’s film, the past 
is irreversible and Chris's relation- 
ship with Rheya is a stage on the 
way to a radical questioning of all 
existence. Soderbergh eschews 
showy special effects which 
would be admirable if he had 
something to put in its place. But 
he alternates between a perfuncto 
ry, psychobabbling waste of the 
story's potential and blatant at 
tempts to flummox the audience 
(re-enacting Michelangelo's Cre- 
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ation of Adam in a corridor of the 
spaceship, for example). And So- 
aris might just be the worst-acted 
film of 2002; Clooney and McEl 
hone never dispel the impression 
that they're posing for graphics that 
will go on the side of a bus, though 
the director hardly gave them a 
chance. (98m) Boston Common, 
Fenway, Harvard Square, Chestnut 
Hill, suburbs 

* ** 1/2 SPIRITED AWAY (2001). 


This down-the-rabbit-hole anima 
tion, which shared the Golden 
Bear (with Paul Greengrass’s 


Bloody Sunday) at the Berlin Film 
Festival last February boasts a 
scrappy heroine whose real-life 
counterpart inspired Hayao 
Miyazaki to return to his lightboard 
after announcing his retirement in 
1998 (following his artful box-office 
smash Princess Mononoke). Ten 
year-old Chihiro (voiced by Dav 
eigh Chase) finds that her parents 
have been transformed into pigs 
after greedily eating food meant for 
spirits, and she enters a parallel 
world in an abandoned amusement 
park where she must petition for 
help from an evil witch (brilliantly 
voiced by Suzanne Pleshette). Her 
archetypal encounters ultimately 
end happily, but the journey is as 
exhilarating as the themes are uni 
versal. The scene where Chihiro 
must bathe a grotesque “stink spir 
it” during her stint at a bathhouse 
for the gods is simply classic 
Miyazaki’s refusal to bow to com 
puter-generated methods yields a 
breathtakingly elegant mise-en 
scéne, all Turner seascapes and 
Parrish sunsets and Monet gar 
dens. With its unforgettable back 
drops and creatures born from a 
palette dripping with viscera and 
humor, this is as stimulating a visu 
al experience as any non-psy 
chotropically-enhanced viewer is 
likely to encounter this decade 
Miyazaki understands the magic 
Disney intended, and he elevates it 
to a higher realm of dreamy, world- 
ly mysticism that is appealing to 
children of all ages and tempera 
ments. (124m) West Newton 


Somerville Theatre (no shows Fri- 
day), Arlington Capitol, suburbs. 
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OWS OF MOTOWN (2002). Behind | quence culminates in the explosion 
all the great Motown sounds of the | of a terrorist bomb intended to kill 
60s (the Supremes, Marvin Gaye former queen and current senator * 
Stevie Wonder, Smokey Robinson, Padmé Amidala (Natalie Portman 
and so on) was a pit full of musi swapping the regal kabuki cara 
cians who paced each recording | pace for a Britney Spears navel 
artist to the top of the charts. Paul | baring look). Yet it’s probably just a 
Justman's soulful documentary | ruse to get the future Darth Vader 
traces the formation of the eclectic | Anakin Skywalker (dud Hayden 
group known as the Funk Brothers | Christensen), away from Jedi men 
and the relative anonymity they | tor and wet blanket Obi-Wan Keno 
“enjoyed” while their sound was | bi (Ewan McGregor) and alone 
being splattered all over Top 40 | with the lovely Padmé. He's sent to 
radio. The film interweaves footage | her home planet, Naboo, to be her 
of the reunited still living Brothers | bodyguard, and on what look like 
performing Motown’s timeless hits | sets from The Student Prince he 
with such contemporary stars as | woos her in cinema's most embar 
Bootsy Collins, Joan Osborne, and | rassing courtship since Ben Affleck 
Ben Harper; and Justman captures | played with animal crackers on Liv 
the essence of the politically tumul Tyler's tummy in Armageddon 
tuous era withoul taking the bully | Then he's off to visit 
























































his mother 


pulpit this intimate portrayal re (poor Pernilla August) on Tatooine, 
mains focused on the musicians | since he hasn't seen her in 10 
and their infectious music. (108m) | years. Meanwhile, Obi-Wan has 
Kendall Square, West Newton, | discovered that some 10 years 
suburbs back, a now-deceased Jedi master 
STAR TREK: NEMESIS (2002). ordered, without the council's 
What's reported to be the last of | knowledge, a million-man clone 
the Next Generation Star Trek army. On the plus side, there’s not 
movies involves a prototype twin of | much of Jar Jar Binks (Ahmed 


Data, a half-clone of Captain Pi Best) or any of the other puerile 
card, and a diabolical Romulan | alien/racial stereotypes from The 
plot to destroy Earth. Plus, it | Phantom Menace. But as for the 
seems that Riker and Troi are | special effects, with a few excep- 


finally getting married. With all the 
usual suspects Patrick Stewart 
Jonathan Frakes, Marina Sirtis, | logue written by human or ma 
Gates McFadden, LeVar Burton, | chine. Any actor would be stymied 
Brent Spiner, Michael Dorn, and | by this crap. Harrison Ford took the 


tions they're pyrotechnical walipa 
per backing some of the worst dia- 


Whoopi Goldberg plus Kate Mil right approach with his sardonic 
grew as Admiral Kathryn Janeway. | seriousness; his presence is 
(116m) Boston Common, Fenway, | missed. But Portman, McGregor, 


Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs 

*STAR WARS: EPISODE Ii AT- 
TACK OF THE CLONES (2002). 
Displaying all the ineptitude of an 
Ed Wood but none of the inno- 
cence, Attack of the Clones falls to 
new depths of narrative incoher 
ence, torturous banality, and acting 
incompetence. The opening se- 


Christopher Lee as disgruntled for 
mer Jedi master Count Dooku, and 
Samuel L. Jackson as Jedi cipher 
Mace Windu haven't got a chance 
The only performer who does cred 
it to the script is Yoda (voiced by 
Frank Oz), and he's a special ef 
fect. (134m) New England Aquari- 

Continued on page 36 
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Continued from page 35 
um, Arlington Capitol. 


* *xSWEET HOME ALABAMA | 


(2002). Reese Witherspoon tries 


hard to duplicate the success of | 


Legally Blonde in this bland new 
romantic comedy from director 
Andy Tennant (Anna and the King), 
but even her brand of fierce deter- 


| mination (she comes off as the 
most driven prom queen of all 
time) can’t save the film. She’s cute 
and perky and not a little bitchy, but 
as in Legally Blonde, she has her 
heart in the right place as up-and- 
coming New York designer Melanie 
Carmichael, who must return to 
her hicksville home town in Alaba- 
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ma to obtain a divorce from her 
childhood sweetheart (Josh Lucas, 
who looks and sounds like 
Matthew McConaughey’s younger 
brother) so she can marry the 
debonair son (Patrick Dempsey) of 
the mayor of New York City. Natu- 
rally, once she gets there, her 
would-be ex gives her a hard time 
about her new hifalutin ways, and 


| the sparks (such as they are) fly 


The cast, which includes Candice 
Bergen as the calculating mayor 
and Mary Kay Place as Wither 
spoon’s mother, works hard, but 
the jokes are tired Tennant and 
screenwriter C. Jay Cox have to be 
the only guys around still trying to 
wring a laugh (or two) out of the 
wonders of the La-Z-Boy. (109m) 
Arlington Capitol, suburbs 


T 

* THEY (2002). As opposed to 
Them, it, or You Are Not |. Dear 
readers, I'm afraid contemporary 
horror slouches ever closer to re 
dundancy: once more a provocative 
premise devolves into laughable 
clichés, histrionic hand wringing 
and overwrought effects. Wes 
Craven (who used to be cool) 
merely “presents” this one, as he 
did the anemic Dracula 2000. Di 
rected by Robert Harmon and Zbig 
niew Karspruk, They asks the un 
settling question: what if there real 
ly are monsters under kids’ beds? 
Julia (androgynous, forgettable 
Laura Regan) is a driven, athletic 
young woman who suffered from 
night terrors as a kid. Long-time 
friend and fellow night-terror-suffer 
er Billy calls out of the blue to say 
that “they're back” and he can't 
hack it. Their childhood friends con 
verge at his funeral and grudgingly 
admit that these long-ago demons 
have also reappeared in their own 
hip urban lives. Julia, a PhD candi 
date in psychology, decides to 
figure out the scientific basis for 
what's going on. Her supportive 
EMT boyfriend (white-bread hunk 
Marc Lucas, Buffy's Riley Finn), not 
unreasonably, thinks she’s nuts 
Eventually we move into Lucio Fulci 
territory (think The Beyond with a 
tomboy heroine) and that gray land 
from which stolen children never 
return. A pity Mr. Craven’s recent 
film projects cannot be similarly 
banished. Boston Common, Fen 
way, [Somerville Theatre, Arlington 
Capitol, suburbs.] 

*x*x*1/2 TREASURE PLANET 
(2002). Robert Louis Stevenson's 
Treasure Island set in outer space? 
Non-computer animation? Yeah 
and damn it, it works. Anachronis 
tic and eclectic in the spirit of Terry 
Gilliam’'s Brazil, this epic, engaging 
film may restore detractors’ faith in 
the viability of Uncle Walt’s legacy 
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Jim Pleiades Hawkins (well-voiced 
by Joseph Gordon-Leavitt) is a dis- 
gruntied youth wondering when his 
life will begin. When he’s entrusted 
with a map to the legendary Trea- 
sure Planet, his adventure-craving 
egghead uncle (a brilliant David 
Hyde Pierce) begs Jim's mother to 
let the boy try his luck. The two 
venture out on a grand space ship 
(remarkably like an antique 
galleon) captained by a sexy cat- 
like admiral (droll Emma Thomp- 
son, whose scenes with Hyde- 
Pierce are as Beatrice and 
Benedick as you can get). Her 
ragamuffin alien crew (characters 
reminiscent of the French classic 
animation Forbidden Planet) are 
under the thumb of cyborg galley 
cook Long John Silver (crusty 
voiced Brian Murray), who takes a 
shine to young Jim. With its inven- 
tive art direction and stunning ac 
tion sequences, not to mention so- 
phisticated hilarity and no small 
amount of tongue-in-cheek homo- 
eroticism (much of it from a loony 
robot perfectly voiced by Martin 
Short), this may be the sci-fi space 
pic for the grown-ups to see this 
holiday season. (94m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, Fresh Pond 
Chestnut Hill, suburbs 
**xxTHE TRIALS OF HENRY 
KISSINGER (2002). Part prosecu- 
tion legal brief and part E! biogra 
phy by way of Frontline, this film 
from Eugene Jarecki (based on the 
2001 book by British journalist 
Christopher Hitchens) is a juicy 
and blistering muckraking docu- 
mentary. It argues that Richard 
Nixon's National Security Adviser 
and Gerald Ford’s Secretary of 
State is guilty of war crimes for or- 
chestrating secret bombings in 
Vietnam and Cambodia, for author 
izing the 1973 CIlA-led coup in 
Chile that put Augusto Pinochet in 
power, and for allowing the sale of 
US weapons to President Suharto 
of Indonesia that were used in the 
massacre of civilians in East Timor 
Presenting the 1973 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner as a war criminal is 
damning stuff; Jarecki and Alex 
Gibney, who wrote the screenplay 
couldn't get their movie financed in 
the US and had to turn to the BBC 
They. bolster their arguments with 
an A-list of commentators who 
worked closely with Kissinger or 
who covered his ascension from 
academic to international diplomat 
and media darling, and to their 
credit, they depict him not as a 
mad warmonger but as a cold 
diplomat obsessed with results 
who never suffered the conse 
quences of his actions. We also get 
abundant footage of Kissinger 
jing a David Frost interview in 
) he makes the chilling state 
t that countries turn Commi 
ist because of the ir euneenitity 
of their people. The real questions 
raised by The Trials of Henry 
Kissinger, however, concern Amer 
can hubris and the subversion of 
international law. Global respons 
bility and accountability are not 
mere ideals, Gibney and Jarecki 
argue, but the foundation of a dem- 
ocratic society with a humane for- 
eign policy. (80m) Kendall Square. 
***x THE TRUTH ABOUT CHAR- 
LIE (2002). Not everyone will wel- 
come Jonathan Demme's remake 
of Stanley Donen’s winsome, 
Hitchcockian 1963 classic Charade 
— Thandie Newton in the Audrey 
Hepburn role? And Mark Wahlberg 
as Cary Grant? But the truth about 
The Truth About Charlie is that it's 
Demme's best film since The Si- 


lence of the Lambs, and the most 
distinctively his own work since 
Something Wild. and Newton 
makes a case for being the Audrey 
Hepburn of the new millennium 
More than just a reprise of a 1963 
Hollywood movie, the film cele- 
brates the 1963 Hollywood way of 
making movies, but it also blends 
in ingredients from the then just- 
peaking French New Wave to make 
a sometimes exquisite, sometimes 
sodden souffié. The narrative re- 
mains more or less faithful to the 
original, with Regina Lambert 
(Newton) returning from a trip to 
find her Paris apartment stripped 
bare, her husband dead, and his 
ill-gotten cache of $6 million has 
vanished. That attracts the atten 
tion of a trio of multi-cultural thugs 
and an American Embassy official 
(Tim Robbins in a rough imperson- 
ation of Walter Matthau), as well as 
Joshua Peters (Wahiberg), the 
lumpish young fellow who always 
shows up when Regina needs him 
most. There’s not much chemistry 
between Newton and Wahlberg 
the real romantic pairing in Truth is 
Newton and the movie world of 
Jonathan Demme as, like a latter 
day Alice in a postmodern wonder 
land, she follows his camera down 
sometimes blind alleys into shut 
tered market places where Agnés 
Varda will loom as a minatory 
widow, or rooms in the Hotel “Lan 
glois” where Charles Aznavour will 
croon a ballad, or ballrooms where 
Anna Karina will sing the tango 
that connects every character and 
stops the story dead in its tracks 
Newton emerges bewildered but 
still delightful. As for the film, the 
last shot is of the grave of Francois 
Truffaut. If he’s rolling in it, it's 
probably with amusement. (104m) 
[Somerville Theatre (Monday 
through Thursday only), suburbs.] 
xxx TUCK EVERLASTING 
(2002). Mixing wholesome family 
drama, creepy characters, sci-fi el 
ements that echo Cocoon, and 
new-agey sentiments about living 
and life, this film by Jay Russell 
(My Dog Skip) generally does the 
popular book by Natalie Babbitt 
justice. Aided by elegant narration 
from Elisabeth Shue, Russell's 
take on the period tale is literate 
and handsome in the Wonderful 
World of Disney style, with enough 
robust acting and general weird 
ness to divert you from the implau- 
sible and the melodramatic. Set in 
1914, the story has feisty 15-year 
old Winnie Foster (Alexis Bledel), 
daughter of a wealthy, prominent 
family, trying to break free of her 
iptight parents (Amy Irving and 
Victor Garber). In the woods of the 
Fosters’ estate she meets the salt 
of-the-earth Tucks the 
ng that makes them immortal 
and falls handsome son 
Jesse (Jonathan Jackson). Enter 
mysterious Ben Kingsley with all 
the sleazy, sinister glee of his Don 
Logan in Sexy Beast. he's sent to 
find Winnie, but when he does, 
he’s out to seize the spring. William 
Hurt and Sissy Spacek as the 
elder Tucks espouse cautionary 
sentiments about the quest for im- 
mortality, but the film’s showcase is 
the blossoming romance between 
youthful stars Bledel and Jackson 
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**x*xTULLY (2002). A low-key 
contemporary East of Eden, Hilary 
Birmingham's film slyly unfolds its 
tale of family secrets while evoking 
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a world that has the feel of a real 
place inhabited by real people. Like 
the title hero, Tully Coates (Anson 
Mount), a hayseed Don Juan who 
helps out on his dad's Nebraska 
farm but doesn't seem to have 
much ambition beyond maintaining 
his car and finding someone to 
share the back seat with him. His 
straight-arrow younger brother Ear! 
(Glenn Fitzgerald) disapproves, 
and when level-headed Ella Small 
ey (Julianne Nicholson) returns 
from college, she's one more thing 
dividing them. Meanwhile, mysteri 
ous bills threaten to bring forecio 
sure on the property, and the film 
seems in danger of taking a soap 
opera spin. First-time director 
Birmingham, however, knows that 
the virtue of Tully is its faithfulness 
to the lives it dramatizes. The film's 
pace remains unhurried, its per 
formances remain unhistrionic, and 
its fields and flyblown habitations 
remain unchanged despite the 
emotional convulsions and bitter 
sweet resolutions. This is a splen 
didly crafted miniature of a movie 
(102m) Kendall Square, suburbs 
TWO WEEKS NOTICE (2002). 
That, as far as we can tell, is what 
Harvard Law grad and top corpora 
tion counselor Sandra Bullock 
gives millionaire boss Hugh Grant 
after taking care of him for five 
years. Is it too late for Hugh to 
come to his senses and tell Sandra 
he loves her? Surely not when 
Christmas is just two weeks away 
Sneak-previews Saturday at the 
Boston Common 


Vv 
LA VERITE SI JE MENS 2/YOU 
SHOULDN'T WORRY! (2001). 
Peter Keough's review is on page 
4. In French with English subtitles 
(105m) Thursday at the Museum of 
Fine Arts 


Ww 

@WEIRD SCIENCE (1985). In this 
flatulent mess of a comedy, writer/ 
director John Hughes reveals a 
sensibility that’s genuinely dis 
turbed. The catchy premise two 
high-school wimps create a gor 
geous woman IS merely the 
backdrop to a parade of garbagy 
fantasies, one deliriously dirty set 
piece after another. Hughes gives 
us fart jokes, bra jokes, sado 
masochism jokes, trashing-the-liv 
ing-room jokes; he lets one of his 
heroes (Anthony Michael Hall) do 
an outrageously lowdown mono- 
logue in black jive and then turns 
one of his villains into a squishy 
mound of a monster. And just when 
you think things can't get any wilder 
in walks Wez, the mohawked bad 
die from The Road Warrior, to dis 
rupt an already crazed party. Hugh 
es may think he’s interested in ado 
lescent lust, but his true themes are 
humiliation and disgust. This movie 
is less a comedy about two boys 
who invent the ultimate woman than 
it is an anal-expulsive nightmare 
about a couple of losers who keep 
getting shit on. With Ilan Mitchell 
Smith and Kelly LeBrock. (94m) 
Tuesday at the Brattle 

**1/2 WHITE CHRISTMAS 
(1954). It's such a Christmas 
perennial — usually on TV — that 
you hardly notice what a creaky 
movie it is. Bing Crosby had lost 
much of his light-handed charm by 
this time, and he and Danny Kaye, 
as Army buddies and vaudeville 
partners, are hardly a match made 
in Heaven. And though there are 
many Irving Berlin songs (including 
“Sisters” and “Count Your Bless- 
ings”), they aren't his best, and 
they get by-the-book performances 
with much zip. Directed by a dispir- 
ited Michael Curtiz, the movie is in- 
sipid in a WASPy '50s way, from its 
leading ladies (Rosemary Clooney 
and Vera-Ellen) down to the senti- 
mental plot about the old Army 
commander to whom Crosby and 
Kaye pay loving tribute. On the 
other hand, old-fashioned films 
often look better on the big 


| screens of old-fashioned cinema 


palaces like the Wang. (120m) 


| Monday at the Wang Theatre. 


***x1/2 WILD STRAWBERRIES 
(1957). Ingmar Bergman's serene, 
elegiac account of an old and dis- 
tinguished man’s voyage through 
the haunting worlds of his dreams 
and his past. The movie is a bit too 
tricked up with symbols, but the 
great Swedish director Victor 


| Sjéstré6m gives a very moving per- 


formance in the lead role. With In- 
grid Thulin and Bibi Andersson. In 
Swedish with English subtitles 
(b&w/97m) Sunday at the Brattle 
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SWF 30. with a petite t 
t k stable guy. Ra 
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FINER THINGS IN LIFE 
talian/Latin American female, 30, sho 
ark/dark, Olive ymplex 


seeking creative artistic SW BM 
ompany. £°529782 
MISCONCEPTION 


tt 


A woman becomes less beautiful with age? | 


Jon't think so! Call this strawberry blonde se 
yr, 58", with youthful “age is just an attitude 
attitude £°660496 

ATTRACTIVE SWF 
35, 56 im, youthful, seeks amusing, good 
looking, intelligent, easygoing, down-to-eartt 
SWM, 28-40, non-smoker, for long-term rela 
tionship. 27837559 

@WWW - SANDRA 
Fun SWF, 35, Bionde/Blue, enjoys trashy nov 
animation, Kung Fu 
N/Drugs, for a possible LTR 


Please drive 


yncerts 
SM, 28-40 
Tattoos/piercings a plus 
7484503 
Hi, GUYS 
SWF, 20, 5'6", 190Ibs, easygoing, down-to 
earth, Taurus, non-smoker, loves the gym, club 
bing, and shopping. Seeking easygoing WM 
20-31, with similar interests. £°870657 


@WWW - DEER25 
Athletic, passionate SWF, 20, smoker, loves the 
outdoors, adventures, reading. Seeking SM 
19-26, for friendship and a possible LTR 
796505 





MAKE ME WHOLE 
Creative, artistic SBF, 36, 5'7”, full-figured, non 
smoker, light drinker, no children, enjoys music 
of all kinds, dancing, more Seeking open 
minded SM, 30-50, non-smoker, light drinker 
467300 


@WWW - MARTA7 
y attractive, Hungarian lady. Well-educated 
SWF is looking for her “better half” (a SW/HM 
48-62). Life is too short to live alone. Music 


novies, theatre. 855846 
GOOD TIMES AHEAD 


Stable SWF, 42, enjoys dinner, dancing, hiking 
Seeking man wit! 


animals good head ¢ 


oulders. wh¢ wes hildre and the 
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Shy, wild, sensitive, strong SWF, 43, seeks a 
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Waites”, “Operation ivy” “The Pixies”, horses 
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ner child. No. stuffed shirts please 
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PUNK & ROCK MUSIC 
Blue-eyed, 18-year-old, good-looking, fun, out 
going, crazy SWF looking for you if you're com 
mitted to a monogamous relationship. Must be 
fun-loving! 47853664 

@WWW - WINTERGAL 
intelligent, funtoving SWF, 41, enjoys sports 
music, cooking. Seeking spontaneous SWPM 
40-50, WN/S, fo 
1792847 
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ATTRACTIVE SBF 

Attractive, classy, educated SBF, 5'5", 150ibs 
enjoys traveling, movies, music, outdoors 
Seeking down-to-earth. SPM, 30-44, 5'10"+ 
any race, for one-on-one  reiationship 
570723 

YOUTHFUL APPEARANCE 
Attractive, refined, sophisticated, cultured very 
feminine SWF, 38, underwent full surgery to 
become a woman, varied interests including 
raising flowers, seeks handsome gentleman 
30-42, for marriage. 27361336 

@WWW - PAULINERUN 
Warm, sensitive, fun SWF, 31, enjoys distance 
running. seeKing SM. 30-45, for friendship and 
ble LTR. 27844278 
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tennis, reading, Movies 
man who is intelligent, easygoing, and has a 
sense of humor. £9579145 
OFF-CENTER SEEKS SAME 

Plus-sized SWF, 33, open-minded, attractive 
creative, sense of humor, loves tall, European 
men, books, music, arts, and enjoying iife. I'r 
like no other. 2°864389 

@WWwW - DEER25 
Athletic, passionate SWF, 20, smoker, loves the 
outdoors, adventures, reading. Seeking SM 
19-26, for friendship and a possible LTR 
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@WWW - ARIIAN 
Fun-loving, open-minded, attractive nny 
SWF, 34, enjoys the beach, camping, dancing 
laughing at life. Seeking SW/HM, 29-39 
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MOCHA CHARM 
Pretty, slim, sit, fun, smart SBF, 55, loves fo 
eign film, GBH, WBZ, jazz, reading, dancing 
Seeking fit, professional SWM, 48-60 
height/weight proportionate, non-smoker 
7686028 
QUIET 

SBF, 22, non-smoker, seeks SBM, 22-25, non 
smoker, who likes relaxing, reading, cuddling 
romance, friendship, laughter 
77665876 

@WWW - BABYGIRL112 
Attractive, well-dressed SWF, 21, smoker, seeks 
SM, 18-24, for friendship, hanging out and 
maybe more. £2°776406 
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Honest, caring SWF, 52, 5°10", 266it her belly, hold her lovingly and te rie Educa fident,.creative SWM, 30, « « 
black/blue, enjoys dining in/out, movies, hugs Must be beautiful inside and out. 2°725023 kids, dogs, travel. sports. Seek 
Searching for sincere gent, 40-50, who doesn't MANY INTERESTS joing, creative SF, 21 for pos 
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SEEKS FUN & AFFECTION the outdoors, camping, fishing LOVES LONG HAIR 
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t ua tab t Wal f x 
ax / ‘ 16 es the 
ti-Deat pat Jestina 
kK ex W ) 4 
ke knowledge with ope and a 
t la te } 4 ) »d [ 4 
Julge te plea ‘ c 4 
e ( th tt legreed f 
1 hed, sé i petent SWM, la J 
1 alue ) [ ticat 1 
¢ 4 t 
Jal 
it 


@WWW - WINTER999 


a 


alks the beach. H86868 
RELATIONSHIP WANTED 


¢ eeking attract 


F -term relationship. § 
back t € T 409694 


| LOVE TO LAUGH 





6". 200Ibs. medium built 1 like 
eet a down-to-earth, honest woman, 25-45 
ho enjoys camping, mountains, beaches 

ooking, d g, fishing, bowling kK 

720605 
@WWW - LORIENSQUESTION 

AVE npassionate telligent WM 

638 nusic, reading, ¢ 1. Seeking a 





yman, 21-33, for frie 


LTR. 29875185 


Ing, possible 


4 
J 

















ationship. | love reycles, beaches HAPPY SINGLE MALE 
} hands. I'm an ex omantic and 8, 5'8" 240ibs, sense of humor, sincere, € 
affectionate person. 7875702 utdoor, m«¢ sports amping, romantic 
@WWW - BASEBALL248 ec er count tects cama 
WPM 47, father, N/S. Enjoys travel, good F, 28-49, for serious, long-term relationship 
ereah keeping-fit, music 864300 
ts . Seeki SF 3 @WWW - SPRACKT 
;00d-sense-of-humor for LTR. 28 eep, sensitive SWM, 28, likes muse te 
SOUTH OF BOSTON GB, Ny Wes. wom , 
tudent. 18. § 165lbs. likes to exer i ersations re. WS 
é and have f Seeking kind and f 
aSual dating, f e. 187571 
MATURE WOMAN WANTED 
WM. 34. construction worke 9” 165it 















5 hang out th and see what 











NATURE BOY 


Middle Fast 
viiddie caste 













|. 185864 
EXPERIENCE LIFE!!! 












QWWW - £51234 


a4 
WM, 19 ege 


SELF-EMPLOYED 


NICE GUY SEEKS FRIEND 


77831175 
@WWW - SMARTBROTHA471 


M. from Libya, seeks nice SF, to share love ar 
gether. Please be friendly. T86553 
LOVES TO LAUGH 

tive, kind, honest, funny SWM, 39, 51 
190It Arie vorks out regular eek 
4 f¢ Jat Fi b dD 


a7 6873 
COOL BROTHER 


BM. Capricorn, smoker, seeks open-minded 
adventurous woman, 18-30, for real fun times 


i more. 49795335 
GOOD LOOKS 


Polite SWM. 3 


t »-t 


8 for frie po e Q-te 


ship. 27871135 
@wWW - JP0512 
itgoing DWM. 36, father, enjoys cc 


} Gg, walks, the outdoor ports, Seek 
B/HF, 28-41, for possible relatic r 
7867173 

IF IT'S MEANT 2 BE 

BM. 20. € 160it 


SEEKS RARE 
athiet ea t, Aries NOKE 
eeks SWF. 20-2 f( ble 
7795991 
@WWW - WARMNSURE 


4 loves laugher, music. art a 


DO THINGS TOGETHER 


8", likes sports, walking, more 





ye an honest SWF who's interested ir 


ong-term relationship. This are my interests 
$? 17780603 

I'M MORE THAN OKAY 
35-year-old SWM, employed working with cars 
y0king for SW/HF who's 

it with me for a few drink 

77783418 

@WWW - JUSTDENDO 


honest, romantic 


hat are you 


fun oving and will go 


at our favorite bar 


Easygoing affectionate 
SWM, 25. N/S, enjoys concerts, movies, the 
simple things, the outdoors. Seeking honest 
SW/HF, 20-30, N/S, N/Drugs, for possible rela 
7751944 
GENIE IN YOUR BOTTLE 
j year-old SWM 


open-mir ced 
y good shape, seeks attractive SF 


tionshir 
0 t 


tnainn 7 
Jigoing é 

moker, in ver 
Prefers if yo the thick side and very 


umportant. 784668 
WHAT A GIRL WANTS 


old. 63’. 210lbs. shaved head. loves 


re oO 


ypen-minded. Race 


8-year 





play), traveling J 
yreat friendship, amazing relationship 
Manchester, NH. 49785225 

NEVER BEEN MARRIED. 
and looking for a fun relationship with a great 
lady. SWM, 27, 6'2”, with green eyes, originally 
from Texas. £°769667 

GOOD TIMES 
biking and four wheeling, then ca’ 
21, with a vibrant personality, and a 
passion for outdoor fun. 4769588 

ABOVE AVERAGE 


BM, 38, § 175Ibs, enjoy 





and lots of fun 





1 out. fashion desian. Seeking WF. 25-35 


GOO-LOOKING MAN 


OkiNg isome SWM, 8 


11", 175ibs eks nice SWF 






18 novies having 


7864291 


METRO WEST AREA 


41. seeking lady, 30-41, with a nice per 


ynality, for quality times, good cornversatic 


fun! Please ca 


SEXY STUNNING ITALIAN 


WM, 38, fit, muscular body, sensitive, car 

trong. Seeking SWF, 23-40. 49673134 
TRULY CHARMING 

>WM 140ibs, enjoys shows iD 

and tattoos. Seeks SWF 18-25. The younger tr 

etter! All calls answered! HP835082 


SWM, 2 


U 


M 
] 

M 
es 
and | 
ern f 


SBM 
lady 


ship 
up 


NOT YOU AVERAGE GUY 
5'11". 232!bs. fun. energetic. spor 


rot a bad tha 





OOKING guy W 


can learn about. Looking for a relationshit 


sorts...interested? 47831178 


VERY CUTE 


ender, funny, laid back, professi 
nebody, ove J 


work 














) 
1 } 7: 14 
A DATE WITH SANTA 
1 ok ' anta! K isk 
a B7s3 
OH CANADA 
built, living on the North Shore 
biking, time up north (Maine, Vermo 
anada). Seeking a woman for some nortt 


in. 4775961 

ALL THE GOOD STUFF 
23 search of as 
with simple values 


770014 


veet, understand 


for a loving reiatior 





@WWW - TROPICAL_FUN 


SBPM, 36, enjoys travel, exploring new places 


scuba div 


31-41 


ing, tropical destinations. Seeking SF 
with. 889095 
LETS TALK OVER COFFEE 


tgoing East Indian SM, 50, 53 


to share life 


ke ood listene 





62 525 
HOPE TO HEAR FROM U 


5ibS ‘OrKS ne meaica 


it { 


WE ALL NEED LOVE 


Male seeks female who is loving, peaceful, opt 
mistic, faithful, hopeful, parac 


1g. | want to walk hand in hand witt 






sical, and smu 


yOu every 


where ke Moodies, Zeppelin, Doors, and 
Floyd. €°756781 

MAD FOR MUSIC 
Romantic, sarcastic grad student, 28. | like 
ndie music: luna, Smiths, Radiohead, interpo 
films: Lynch, Hitchcock, vodka, walks, books 
Looking for creative partner in crime 


12799359 
RELATIONSHIP? 


nost eve: ) 
St every Quy 


eek a lady tc 


have fun with. | enjoy concerts, theater t 


Dear 
weekend getaways. 62", 250ibs 
Over 5'4”. #9769129 
REPUBLICAN AND 


f it. DWM, young § ho loves lite 


iking 


biond/Dlue You 





SeGK 


DANCE WITH ME! 
SCHOOL TEACHER 

SWM, 31, F ‘ Ker, seeks man, 25 

40 ) t 


reaging 


Q@WwWwW - RICKO911 


Warm: hone door 
ec 
Seek T 
T7881 
JOIN ME 
Physical M, 4 1 
Non-SMOkE K k ng walks 
the’ dogs. thea es. Seeking GWM 


36-4 ker, f t elationshit 
7744997 
MY TWO DADS 


B77 
@WWW - MAINEGUY207 


879004 
A GENTLE SOUL 


INCE 685699 
PLEASE BE KIND 


QWWW - FIRM1FORU 


T8687 
SECOND SHIFT PROV Ri 


7446729 
SLENDER AND YOUTHFUL 
t in, 29 0 is healthy, neat 


easygoing. 48452324 
@WWW - VXHORUSXV 





GM. college student, seeks happy, well-adjust 
ed guys, 19-24 for friendship, casual conversa 
tion and good times. 2865624 

FIT, ACTIVE, BUSY 
Masculine, fun SM, 42, 5'7”, 150/bs, likes going 
ut, travel, having fun. Seeking masculine guy 


similar in age and size. 49233827 












ale} 
















(OF | Mee sis 






























ALL-AMERICAN JOCK 


jooking WM, 32, masculine, must 
WM 21-35 


masculine shape into 


Very goo 
lar, works out. plays sports, seeks 
good-looking, ve 
working out, playing 
7850869 

@WWW - BOBBISOXX 
PREFER TO CROSS DRESS WHEN WE'RE 
TOGETHER Slim WM, no facial 
eeks the same t iggie, party a 
7865643 
GAY MALE 


ame. Are there a yay/quee 


sports, for dating 


hest hair 
what ever Comes uf 


Gay male Se@exs 


men out there not buying into the stat 
7648364 

GET TO KNOW. 
this SHM, 27, Gemini, no 


tion 


worKke If are a WM 5 ) jive Te a 
gle. 1867788 
@WWW - MANJOY 


E ke eek 


PURE & EAS 


BIWM, 45, 5'9 bs. MA/RI area ) 
ke Q and disease-free ek 1 
aSual dating. ZP867 1 0€ 


CALL ON ME 


ive 


f 


}-t elat f oy 1 1 
SEEKING LTR 


SEEKS SIMILAR 


REGULAR GUY 


Te 
@WWW - GROWL_BEAR 


™34 
JUST FOR FUN 


LETS BE FRIENDS 


184539 
@WWW - 26YOWMBOSTON 


T48455¢ 
NORTH OF THE BORDER 


ila sn. 22-45 843587 
SEEK NICE GUY WHO'S 


yn, North. 49752899 
@WWW - MUSICNBASEBALL 


smoker. Bost 


SAM, 4: assical 1 c. dining out 
cturopean hideaways. sports, films at the MFA 
J Kenda big-hearted 









7830485 
REGULAR GUY 

190ibs, very good-looking, mus 

works out five times weekly, into 

Jining, hanging out. Seeking 

n-shape gu for partnership 





juy, 28-48, for possible LT 
IWM, 34, 6 
Cular Dulid 
sports, Movies. 





another 
7524819 
SEEKING MY AGE/OLDER 
Straight-acting/appearing GWM 
165ibs, book editor, seeks GWJM 
friendship first. #282804 


38, 61 
38+, for 


eeeselarelis 


OME 


a member, 


USINgQ your C 


19/minute ¢ 18+ 






CHECK THEM OUT ON LINE AT 
WWW.PHOENIXPEOPLE.COM 














Pheenix| personals 


} and ft 


CHECK THEM OUT ON LINE AT 
WWW .PHOENIXPEOPLE.COM 


@WWW - REGULARGUYCAMBRIDGE 


earth, masculine SM, 41, no ke 


ker, for compa pa 
T786589 
LOOKING FOR TRUE LOVE 


IWM, 52 11”, 180Ibs, gray/biue ys f 
Gg, ¢ king, biking Nlerbiad Pr 
utgoing and lovable pe 
Drugs, to enjo 





GOOD TIMES 


WM. 33, 5'9 185ibs, persona! traine 


aprico on-smoker, enjoys shooting po 
offee houses, movies. Seeking woman, 24-45 
nokers ok, for friendship first, leading int 


mething more serious. #688254 
Q@WWW - JOE JACKSON 


WM, 28. f 10ibs, enjoys movies, d } out 
YCK Seeking well-built or husky male 
sible relationship. 49772480 
WAITING FOR YOU 
DM, 48, seeks a casual relationship with a 
est ma eet, get to know eachother 
and where it takes us. 4587597 


LASTING RELATIONSHIP 
SWM., 38. 5‘ 185lbs. Gemini, non-smoker 
speed aKING 
Seeking W/HM, 32-55, r 
t. 17346937 
@WWW - SOMERVILLAIN2 
IWM, 46, enjoys theater, movies, long walks 
eeks GAM, 36-48, similar t 
other. 29756570 
ALL ABOUT TIME 
Let's make time for ourselves and each other 
GWM, 51, 5°10", 215!bs, brown/brown Taurus 
1on-smoker, light drinker, loves gardening and 
antiques. Seeking a quality man, 39-59, non 
oker. 47826801 
SOUTH OF THE BORDER 
SWM, 25, Cancer, with tattoos 


1 mountain biking 


smoker, for friend 


iterests, to get t 


know eact 


Smoker, \ovesS 
19, Skateboarding, a 


seeking WM. 18-35. smoker. for dating 


T66738¢ 


1 rockabilly/'50s 


@WWW - MALLOR89 
Masculine, attractive SWM, 40, brown/bive 


the outdoo e art orking out 


and more 18754256 
BEAUTY ABOUNDS 
jline philosopher loves 


isome, masc 


eativity, an 





1 spontaneity. Seeking nev 


nm all personal levels. You be a similar 


horizons 0 





explorer who values playfulness, honesty 

77782855 
GUY FROM CHELSEA 

Me: GWN, 40, 5'5”, 154ibs, smoker, good-look 

the outdoors 

di shing v, and more. You 

WM. 40-55. Let’s have dinner together 


ean-shaven in, enoys 








@WWW - FALCOR 


SWM, 47, 5'10", 170ibs, brown/brown, seeks 
SM, 18-32, small build, who likes sports. 
music, video games, travel, for possible jong 
term relationship. #754260 


NORTH SHORE 
Masculine WM, 50, 510 170ibs 
brown/brown, non-smoker, seeks B/HM, 30-50. 
height/weight proportionate, for fun, movies 
dinner. f°695427 


PHOTOGRAPHER MALE 
Professional photographer seeks casual friend- 
ship with younger W/H/AM, 18-35, who likes 
photography and the company of an older man 
289098 


@WWW - RMUTT26 
Good-looking, educated SWM, 26, enjoys live 
music, politics, business, museums, travel 
photography, raquetball. Seeking intelligent 
humorous SWM, 26-40, good sense of humor 
for possible LTR. 49739502 


NEED NEW FRIENDS? 
SM, 30, 5'9", 165Ibs, brown/brown, clean 
shaven, loves road trips, music, working out 
nore. Seeking outgoing man, for casual dating 
good times, friendship and maybe more 
T?784055 





Def Ai} 


cal fun | | 


RU AWARE 


6 1252€ 





@WWW - VXHORUSXV 
GM, college student, seeks happy, well-adjuste 
guys, 19-24, for friendship, casual conversa 
tion, and good times. 865624 
SWE*T GUY FROM CT 
GWM, 20, Gemini, smoker, enjoys cook 
Seeking GWM, 18-22, for dating, gett 
know each other, for long-term relationship 
7387544 
MERRIMACK VALLEY/B0S 
GWPM, 58, 6’, 175ibs, seeks the tops 
B/W/H/M in the Boston area. A casual and quiet 
elationship with all new comers would be idea 
77785231 
SINCERE AND HONEST 
44 years old, brown eye alt-n-pepper hair 
shape. Love to read, beaches, mounta 
tennis ' movie trave }. LOOK git ta 
35-50. 2P669811 
THE RIGHT TOUCH !! 


ad-st Jere 
a nouigered ma 





year-old, straight-acting male 10°, 180ibs 

t brown/haze ed t ea 
clean-shaven. smooth. vary ca 9), SC@KS Same 
Knows how to make you feel good! South of 


Boston. £8777651 

HAKUNA MATATA 
3WM. 58, 59", 190lbs, clean-shaven, Aries 
von-smoker, loves classical/rhythm-and-blues 
nusic. Seeking same in GWM, 50-65 
noker. f°758029 

BROCKTON AREA 
SWM, 58 62 


“moker seek« 


Clean-snaver Nairy 
azel, Capricorr 


WM, 18-45, non-smoker. 749563 


hrown/t 
bro 





NEW EXPERIENCES 
SWM, 54, Sagitlarius, non-smoker, seeks BM 
25-57. Enjoys mnovies. Works in the retail indus 
try. 29752927 


RESEMBLES CARSON DALY 
Professional GWJM, 30, 6 205ibs 
black/brown, likes punk/indie rock, films at 
Kendall/Coolidge, Middle East shows, cheap 
eats, etc. Seeking masculine GWM, 22-40, no 
initial expectations! 4705054 


THE GOOD AND THE BAD 
Masculine GWM, 46, 5°11", 160!bs, athletic 
build, looking to share the good, the bad, and 
the everyday with the right guy. Seeking long 
term relationship w/similar. 438280 

GROWING TOGETHER 
WM, 37, 511", 170ibs, brown/blue, in search of 
my counterpart; SM, 18-22. Give me a call, let 
ee what develops. 4691353 

FRIENDSHIP OR MORE 
WM, 23, 6’, brown/brown, is looking for a guy 
18 
but must be drug-free and a decent persor 
7693393 





23. Physical features and race unimportant 





SHARE DREAMS 


Tr’ 
MUST LOVE LIFE 


Healt rT 


) e: Troe Zé > 
MULTI-FACETED 


4 St be seit B64 
SPORTS GUY 


Good-look h 
pretty new seeks Clea 


FREE SPIRIT 


SEEKING FRIENDSHIP 


WMA A , 

WM, 45. 6 0 \ 
} Italia 

2 al/opera. Seek f 
te tsa 


OLDER AND MASCULINE 
ANTIQUE CAR LOVER 


WM t 190ibs, seek k 






Prefer Nort 


YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 


WM, 54 oker. seek 
back sht-art MA 
} } W 
€ 0 noker, for a casual relat 


74398 1( 


THIS IS ME 
IWM, 45, 5°10", 230Ibs, stock rt e 


honest, smoker, enjoys antiques, cars, outdoo' 
activities. Seeking down-to-eartt , ~ 
sense of humor, 36-5( entral Ma 


77350643 
HANDSOME, ATHLETIC 


Masculine ell-educated, reliable. intelligent 
affectionate GWM, 47, looking for quiet 
thinking, professiona At 
na 35-5 10 iS looking for a commutt 
mogamous relationship, 4°301103 
ONE GOOD MAN 
Intelligent, upright, good-looking 4 pine 
WM, 39, 5'10", 175ibs, brown/gree eek 
nart, honest, masculine guy. 4230769 
SAGITTARIUS 
WM 6'3", 195ibs, t hazel. fit. ma 
ine humorou attractive cated 
Southeastern MA. Seeking fit, attractive SWM 
5-35 same location. HP264 
UNCOMPLICATED GUY 
7W' 57, 58", 155it ea t 
shape. Seeking mas¢ re, Open f ted GWM 
30-60, for casua.| or long-term relations 


Providence area. 49781326 
ARE YOU THE ONE? 


GWM, 45, seeks caring, older GM, 45-60, fathe 





figure type. for friendship first 177793633 
GEMINI LOOKING 
iWM, 48 isician, dancer, e 
travel and ynversat W 
M to eniay Jif th. 2761 
NEW TO THIS 
airing GWM 1 14 
Not into the bar scene. #9733728 
TRUE ROMANTIC 
Pas ynate SGWM, 51, young KING a act 
0 NOS, 0 DroV 
eache wn ) ? 
time KING tgoing, prope a 
/D-free, dating, possible long-ter elat 
No femmes please! £°693538 
WORKS TOO MUCH! 
E 140!bs,, brown/br 7) 
7 oking for monoga elati 
D/D-f 1a cca a 
et B tt ma €eK 
tt ] terests. TP67758¢ 


IT TAKES TWO 
GWPM, 34 
French cooking, movies, outdoor activities 
travel. Seeking i GM, witt 


similar interests, for casual dating. ZP46880( 
LIVES ON MA/RI BORDER 

GWM, 40, 510", 190ibs, brown/blue, look 

younger, Muscular and masculine non-smoker 

enjoys working out, movies, poetry, travel 

Seeking similar male, 28-40, for dating, possi 

ble long-term relationship. 2660361 

PORTUGUESE MAN 
GWM, 29. brown/brown, very cute, clean 


sdgemental, honest gentile 


teresting, intelligent 


shaven, seeks non 





ma y” dining Out, walks, music and 
7659041 
THE WIZARD OF 02 


somewhere over the rainbow a GM, 18 





waiting on this 18 year-old noking BM 
Are your skies blue? Dreams really do come 
true! 27618036 
ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
180ibs, very hair lar a 
one 0K } fo ME 








lean-Cut, enjoys theater, exquisite 


FALLING IN LOVE 


T 
WISH YOU WERE HERE 


T4 
FOR ALL ETERNITY 


T44 
LET'S TALK 


T 
MY OWN BEAT 


DAY IN THE SUN 


T 
A NICE GUY 


Tv 


SWEET & SPICEY 


extreme ea shape 


] ent park 


elationship. P6961 
SMART IS SEXY 


CONSERVATIVE IN 


Lambridge. Smart, conservative (l00KS a 
tic ell-traveled e ead au ; 
) ACE € te 
ate { 3} 


BORED IN SUBURBIA 


JUST A GUY 


38, 5'8", 160ibs, brown/haze 


17686101 
ENJOY CONVERSATION 


travel, and whole lot 1 


LOOK NO FURTHER 


T84 
EARTH ANGEL 


@WWW - MHIRACIA 


STABLE, GROUNDED 


W t 


FLOWERS FOR YOU 


@WWW - ANNAROSALINNI 


BEACHES FOREVER 


T 
SEEKS AFFECTION 


re. eset) 





@WWW - JEANKELLY 


MATTER. | am very attra 


ROMANCE AWAITS 


p. T84 
GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT 


ho ant. TP44558 
¢ Q@WWW - LUCKYCHRMX 
] t WE. 4 
7643 
HEALTHY 
tt rout ae ey 6683 
SOUTH COUNTY TAURUS 
, WF ‘ 4". 130Ibs, br haze 
no yer, U/U-Tree table, grounded 
at wie ( ( 
"Sa 1 eek fe € 


ECCENTRIC LADY 


kK 


ince. TP84569z 


w : READY TO COMMIT 


k for affectionat ft but 
a and wants e Wa’ 
HAPPY WITH YOURSELF? f life aKE e yt 
That is a great foundation. Honest. spirit T7753 
kind, funny, adventurous, optimistic SWF, 3€ THE FUNNY, SMART CHICK 
Ane on-smoker, seeks similar WF, 28-38 r tollinent - and t lery ( 
ke f fnendchin first 7750383 ‘ ey pe fe ne eek 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Non-political GWF, 25, seeks good-look 

political femme GWF. 23-30, witt 
sense and 
feminine. 2495585 
@WwWYW - NASIER 


f hur 
of humor 


Smart, witty, attractive SWF, 25, N/S, enjoy 






theatre. film. tong 


rea 





9 
J 


possible LTR. 29878988 





NOONE BELIEVES... _activst, seeks a partner in a SW/BF. Pass 
wd ’ ae a hee vied v0 - Fon sbout life? Let's not walk on the beact 
female 7297155 T : ; travei! non-smoker. 49798430 
SEEK A WOMAN THIS IS WHAT YOU WANT 
a , SBF 98 5 dark 
olag SWF, 25, independent, intelligent, f pony Wun OUT, 60 . 
seeks tty, attractive. smart woma spend } black air. Aquarius, s KE 
ma ist call. 2P87755§ Jating, long-term relationship. 2468831 
@WWW - MIDSHI SEX FIRST...NOT! 
Warn est GWF. likes the outdo: as table, sexy, 40ish GWF seeks a se 
g ve at ait e@. Seek tica 
1, SF. 35-4 ) é i N " 


1 very healthy. Pleas 





naybe e. Love of the art C, literat 


f good conversation, sarcast 


goo m st 841664 
sire PICK ME! PICK ME! YEAH 


SWF, writer, artist, 27, 175ibs, blue 


brown/bionde hair, looking for someone 


cial, not 


WaIKS. #841703 


Seeking SF, 23-30, with similar interests, fo 


AGE: JUST AN ATTIUTDE 
World-traveled, fit, educated SWF, 60s 


T 2 





nto gay culture. Just be 


MARGARITAVILLE 














A PHONE CALL AWAY 







T4404 






SOFT SKIN, WARM HEART 










LET'S GO OUT 










THE TWO OF US 








LEAN, MEAN SCIENCE 










T 
NEW HAMPSHIRE AREA 







atic 67378 
JUST GOT HERE 




























































7738 
PINK LIPSTICK TULIPS 
ped ‘ " 1 trave 
eeking eative. f ” hearte 
yried. attractive. fit 7; e 
2. 1740489 
THAS WASSUP 
] Tv’ 
SEEKING A FRIEND 
reading. outdoc +x 
}. 697 
INTERESTED? 
at 768458 


HEY LADIES! 


4 KING } 


768461 


ke jrinker. Love video 


games 


; ) } es a} 
ENJOY LIFE TOGETHER 


] 


GIRL AND PET DOG 


aga IWF. 35, fit, attractive, seek 
est. HP53209¢€ 
LOVE TO BE IN LOVE 
IWF, tomboy type, ve attract 
44 eone to laugh with. Let f 
pliment each other. @°423641 re 
THE WOMAN IN ME 





k ' al activit eek 
f WE ar inte 
7362109 
NEW TO AREA 
RE 2 bra smoke eeks oma 
t p. 32259 is 
LIFE'S TOO SHORT 
BIWF, 4 Ker, social drinker, er 
e game affectic and pass OK 
that specia man let's enjoy time togett 
745126 
TRUE ROMANTIC 
Sincere te SWF. 41. 5'9". 130It moke 
es the Beatle The G 
ovies. Seeking fen ie WF, 35-4 mila 
rests. TP830088 
TRY EVERYTHING IN LIFE 
’ cial. upbeat. 38 
W 1 
Never say never. %°769564 
NEW TO THIS: 





an, 24-27, f ssible to 
775371 
CAN YOU HELP 


] 










ure, a ; fe. TP! 





ACTION, INTENSITY AND LOADS 


Bill Bregoli, WESTWOOD ONE 


“MORE THAN JUST A GREAT ‘STAR TREK H IM" 
IT’S JUST A GREAT FILM!” i : 


Mark S. Allen, KMAX-TV/UPN, Sacramen 


“PROBABLY THE BEST TREK 
FILM YET, AND IT’S NOT 
JUST FOR THE FNS.” 

“SPELLBINDING, AMAZING, 
AND LAMUESS.” 

“ONE HECK OF A THRILLING 
RIDE THAT WILL KEEP YOU 
ON THE EDGE OF YOUR SEA” 

“A NEW FRONTIER IN 
ACTION MOVIES. BRILLIANT!” 


Liam Mayciem, KRON-TV/IND, San Francisco 


“GREAT ACTION SEQUENCES!” 


Katie O'Grady, KPTV-TV/ABC, Portland 


“A TREMENDOUS CHRISTMAS TREAT” 


Audrey Berard, RADIOSCOPE 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES pres ES BRN SPINER LEVAR BURTON MICHAEL DORN 
GATES MeFADDEN WAIN SIS ea ATT HIER TY UOHN LOGAN g Va IK K BERMAN « BRENT SPINER 
PG ipaars son oot = 1d READ THE POCKET BOOM ‘OER - "AIC BEAN id bl anD eA 
Some Mater ropr STAR UN TURE plas 


a Be Inappropriate f Sat ee ne 
Sh LENCE PERIL 8 RSOEVE OF SEXUAL CONTENT = SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE «= - StarTrek.com 
For rating reasons, go to ale fear atings.com ON V ANDE CDs 
PLAY THE LATEST ACTIVISION “STAR TREK” GAME, STARFLEET COMMAND 3 
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JOIN US FOR 


THE COMPLETE 
2002-03 SEASON! 









firected by Janos Szasz 
Shakespeare's Pericles, The Children of 

cheihai's traoicomess Herakles wr by Peter Sellars, two 

sc world premieres with music — The Sound of 

a Voice by Philip Glass & David Henry 
Hwang, and Highway Ulysses by Rinde 
Russian estate, where Eckert -— and Marivaux's delightful 


La Dispute directed by Anne Bogart. 


is set on a provincial 


little disturbs the 


inhabitants’ quiet lives Subscribe or become 
a member today 


and save! 


intil the head of the 


season sponsored by 


pind Managing money for people 
with other things to think about.” 








ORDER TODAY! WWW.amrep.org 617-547-8300 
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HOLIDAY SCHEDULE Schedule subject to change 
[wow [we [we] ww] mw | ow | ow 
Dec.16 Dec.17 Dec.18 Dec.19 Dec.20 Dec.21 Dec.22 
no show 8pm 8pm 5+8pm 7+10pm 4,7+10pm 1,4+/7pm 
Dec.23 Dec.24 Dec.25 Dec.26 Dec.27 Dec.28 Dec.29 
2,5+8pm 2+5pm no show 2,5+8pm 4,7+10pm 4,7+10pm 1,4+/7pm 


Dec.30 Dec.31 Jan.1 Jan.2 Jan.3 Jan.4 Jan.5 
2,5+8pm 4,7+10pm 2,5+8pm 5+8pm 4,7+10pm 4,7+10pm 1,4+/7pm 


Gift certificates available at the Charles Playhouse 
and online at blueman.com! 


REGULAR SCHEDULE | CONTACT INFORMATION | CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 
Tue —Thu 8, ticketmaster 617.931.2787 74 Warrenton Street Boston 
Fri 7+10, Sat 4,7+10, ticketmaster.com 1.800.BLUEMAN 

Sun 3+6 Info+Group Sales 617.426.6912 blueman.com 


© 2002 Blue Man Productions, Inc 
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Songs for your supper, page 22 


q Louder (han words by David Valdes Greenwood 


Gifts with meaning — and a message 


10 ThE GAMES POOPIE Play Ly Mike Mitiard 


Get board this holiday season 


16 Buying the right HOOKS for your deer Iriends 


by David Valdes Greenwood 


Rudolph may be in the sauce in his 
down time, but he sure knows how 
to shop for his crew 


22 SOnUS (Or Your SUppEr 


by David Valdes Greenwood 


A banquet of cocktails and carols, 
fine food and folklore for the holidays 


32 Sweet Charil) ny Kate Cohen 


The spirit of giving, revived 


a0 Ioy story by Liza Weisstuch 


Gifts for the kids in all of us 


Gift guide, page 4 


GUIDE TO THE SEASON | 


A BoomeRAngs 


Present this coupon and save | | 
$2 on any purchase of 
$10 or more. 


| Coupon Valid through 12/31/02 





Boomerangs is Boston's best place | 
to shop for New and Recycled Fashions, 
Cd's, Housewares, Electronics, Home 
Furnishings and other Great Stuff. 
SESE TRON ALLELE IES CLES RSL IRI CLOT LT S 


Every Donation or Purchase 
helps Prevent and fight AIDS.. 


716 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 
617-524-5120 
Mon-Sat- 10:30 to 7 
Sunday 12 to 6 


Your Purchase benefits 
AIDS Action Committee 


‘|| _—_ 
OD) = BoomerANas 


Tuesday, December 3! 
New Year's Eve 


The Milky Way Lungs 

The Crank-tones 
LENNY 0 HIS PISS POOR BOYS 
THE HEYEeooDds 


Start 9PM Cover: Si5 
Includes CHAMPAGNE TOAST! 
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Rock-star panties 


Paul Frank monkey face rug 


Dy David Valdes Greenwood 


PHOTOS THIS PAGE BY JOEL VEAK 


Wild Stories: The Best of Men’s Journal 


WILD STORT Pe S 
WILD CTAn - 


IFT-GIVING isn’t always easy 

when you stick to fixed cate- 

gories: Dad or Mom, guy or 
gal, gay or straight. It helps to work from 
personality, not stereotype. But it also 
makes a difference to start with a strategy: 
what do you want your gift to say? Know- 
ing the kind of message you want the gift 
to send can go a long way toward making 
sure it actually has the desired effect. The 
Phoenix has made your work easier, iden- 
tifying gifts that express all kinds of senti- 
ments, from the touching to the snarky. 


* You are one of my 
Favorite memories 


Sometimes a simple photograph just doesn’t capture an 
experience in a way that reveals the richness of the event 
and its importance to your life. To make a statement 
about how a particular day mattered to you or to cele- 
brate the contribution of a person in your life, consider 
a shadowbox (Big Picture Framing, $29 and up). Big 
Picture Framing makes customized 3D boxes that hold 
a single object or a collage of items that tell a story. 

Maybe it’s your grandmother’s wedding veil you 
want to preserve, or objects related to the opening of 
your first play. One recent shadowbox celebrated a 
bar mitzvah by including a family’s 100-year-old 
prayer book on its own shelf, a yarmulke (stuffed 
and mounted for depth), and a framed copy of the 
bar mitzvah invitation. Prices vary by design and de- 
sire, but each gift is a singular memento of a time 
and place. 


* Tll be the wind beneath your wings 


Sometimes, the people you love just need a little en- 
couragement to reach their dreams. If you want to 
help someone's dreams take flight, consider the Be a 
Pilot Introductory Flight Lesson (www. beapilot.com, 
$49). For léss than 50 bucks, you give the gift of an 
introductory-flight certificate, which is good at. 1800 
flight schools nationwide. The recipient will actually 
get to fly a plane during that first lesson, alongside an 
FAA-licensed instructor. This is about half the cost of 
a standard flight lesson, available as part of a nonprof- 
it program by the general-aviation industry to encour- 
age flight. The money goes to the flight school you se- 
lect, allowing it to continue providing this program. 
Best yet: you aren’t charged until the flight school en- 
rolls the recipient. And you can register right up till 
Christmas Eve on your computer — printing out the 
certificate as your sweetie slumbers. 


* Pamper your majestic self 


Give the king or queen in your life the Royal Treatment 
(Giuliano Day Spa, $295). Giuliano was named one of 
the top-30 salons in the United States and praised by 
SpaFinder as “elegant.” Relaxed and casual, with a 
wide range of services spread out over 7500 square feet 
on Newbury Street, Giuliano offers several enticing 
packages, including the Royal Treatment, which will 
knock the socks off anyone who receives it. Over the 
course of three and a half hours, the recipient will enjoy 
a Swedish massage, spa lunch, weightless soak in a 
pressure-free bath, and the exotic “Rasul Signature 
Treatment.” The Rasul ceremony involves entering a 
tiled steam chamber in which five types of mud are 
used to treat different parts of the body, with intermit- 
tent sprays of aromatically infused steam, followed by a 
brief tropical rain shower. This ritual is purportedly 
based on the traditions of ancient royalty, but it may 
lead to role reversal in modern times: the recipient is 
sure to be your loyal subject afterward. 


* You need all the luck you can get 


If the coming year is going to be a biggie for someone 
you love — a new job, home, or project — give him or 
her an elegant, simple symbol of good luck, a Viet- 
namese river rock (Ten Thousand Villages, $7). These 


See GIFTS, page 6 
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Ambrosia 

Aura 

Bob the Chef's 
Bombay Club 
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Julien 
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GIFTS, from page 4 

glossy stones feature an Asian symbol of good 
fortune, a gold fish. Each stone was plucked 
from a river in Vietnam, then polished with four 
coats of black lacquer in a Ho Chi Minh craft 
shop, before a delicate foil cutting of goldfish 
was applied and sealed into place with clear lac- 
quer. The Chinese word for goldfish includes 
the character for “abundance,” so it has come 
to symbolize wishes for good fortune — some- 
thing your recipient is sure to appreciate. 


* Patience is a virtue 


You just can’t hurry a bonsai tree (Bonsai 
Designs, $50 and up). That’s a major reason 
why receiving one is such a memorable expe- 
rience — you know that years went into 
shaping it into the angular beauty you see be- 
fore you. In Copley Place, a verdant-looking 
shop has opened that specializes in bonsai 
trees. Cypress, juniper, fig, snow rose, 
banyan, and ficus are among the plants that 
have received the traditional bonsai treat- 
ment, some potted and others in stone foun- 
tain bases. Ranging in price from $50 to 
$400, bonsais can be found for every budget, 
and each tree comes with a tag indicating 
how old it is and how long it’s been bonsai 
trained. (For instance, one $300 tree recently 
on display had been groomed for 15 years.) 
Especially for people always on the go, this 
gift encourages contemplation of the kind of 
beauty that comes from taking your time. 


* Embrace your inner geeK 


For some, their love of role-playing games, 
fantasy movies, and Star Trek spin-offs can be 
a source of shame, a stereotype that pegs them 
all too easily. For others, it provides identity 
and community. You can help your Renais- 
sance Faire—goer embrace his or her inner 
geek with a solid-pewter Lord of the Rings 
chess set (Boston Pewter, $795), whose pieces 


Crabtree & Evelyn bathrobe 


include elves, hobbits, and monsters. The good 
side is pure pewter; the bad side is pewter plat- 
ed in copper. The cost is whopping, but it’s a 
distinctive gift and real vote of confidence for 
the would-be hobbit in your life. 


You're only a Kid once — enjoy it! 


Kids’ music can get a little preachy, stuffed 
with lessons about perseverance and empow- 
erment, as if meant to educate first and en- 
tertain second. Not so the music of Ben 
Rudnick & Friends (Boing!, $15.98). This 
bluegrassy outfit, winner of a Parents’ Choice 
award, makes upbeat, happy music for kids. 
Their album Emily Songs began as a batch of 
ditties written with Rudnick’s four-year-old 
daughter, and the numbers zip along through 
topics like being a cowgirl and favorite colors. 
And there’s a hidden bonus for adults who 
find themselves singing along: you can retain 
your cool cred, because the “friends” from 
the album’s title are Jeff Bird of the Cowboy 
Junkies and John Zevos of Lichen. 


* Wild thing 
maKe my hewsk sin 


For the rugged mountain man in your life, let 
him know you think he’s a hero when you give 
him a copy of Wild Stories: The Best of 
Men’s Journal (Globe Corner Bookstore, 
$19.96-$24.95). Celebrating 10 years of 
masculine adventures, this collection in- 
cludes Sebastian Junger’s account of 
kidnapping in Kashmir and PJ. 

O’Rourke’s road trip in India. Aside 

from getting hooked on the drama — 
there’s an account of the wreck of the 

Kursk submarine — your man will feel 
impressed that he comes to mind 

when you think of these rough-and- 

tough dudes. And right now it’s a fea- 

tured selection at Globe Corner Book- 

store, which means it’s 20 percent off. 


| tional oven for 15, and 


Stay-Warm Cherrystone Pillow 


Seebes te hee testi bib ba Lor yrs rey ery et ete : 


Waste not, want not 


Those practical Swiss have done it again, 
making life more efficient in the most stylish 
way. The process of making kirsch, the cherry 
liqueur, yields thousands upon thousands of 
cherrystones (that’s pits to you and me) as a 
byproduct. Some clever rascal realized that 
properly cleaned and dried off, the little orbs 
make good conduits for heat. (One can only 
imagine how this discovery occurred.) This 
natural technology is at the literal core of the 
Stay-Warm Cherrystone Pillow (Hartnett’s, 
$27), which contains 1.5 liters of cherrystones 
in a smooth cotton pouch. Put the pillow in 
the microwave for three 
minutes, or a conven- 


it acts like a liquid-free 
hot-water bottle. Your 
favorite pragmatist can 
easily mold it to caress 
whatever body part 
hurts — and say a little 
thanks to the Swiss at 
the same time. 


* You need to 
get out more 


For the person in your 
life who spends too 
much time at home on 
the couch clicking from 
channel to channel, you 
might just need to do an 
intervention. So why not 
ease him or her into the 
world of socializing with 
a Loews Blast Pack 
(Loews theaters or 
www.enjoytheshow.com, 
$25)? You get a matinee 
ticket, coupons for 
snacks or beverages, and 
$20 worth of Loews cash for the recipient to use 
however he or she prefers (whether on admis- 
sion or concessions). Less tangible but even 


| more enticing, each recipient gets one entry in a 
| drawing to win a Loews Seasons Pass for an en- 
| tire year of free movies (12 months during which 


you get the couch back!). Of course, there’s no 
guaranteeing your favorite La-Z-Boy hero will 
actually maintain an interest in regularly leaving 
the house, but you can always buy another Blast 
ack next year. 


Vietnamese river rocks 


Focus! One-stop holiday- 
shopping options 


OPLEY PLACE (100 Huntington Avenue, 

Boston) and, via skywalk, Shops at the Pru- 
dential Center (800 Boyiston Street, Boston): 
more than 100 shops at Copley Place, including 
Hugo Boss, Thomas Pink, and Kenneth Cole; 75 
shops at the Prudential, including Saks, Clai- 
borne for Men, Levi's, and Barnes & Noble. 

The Heritage on the Garden (corner of Ar- 
lington and Boylston Streets, Boston): Anne 
Fontaine, Candela Day Spa, Escada, Hermés, 
Marina Rinaldi, Skinner Auctioneers and Ap- 
praisers, Sonia Rykiel, St. John Boutique, Tar- 
tine et Chocolat, Via Matta restaurant. 

Wrentham Village Premium Outlets (1 Pre- = And “ 
mium Outlets Boulevard, Wrentham): 170 
stores, including Banana Republic Factory 
Store, Barneys New York Outlet, Donna Karan, 
Hugo Boss, Nike Factory Store, Off 5th - Saks 
Fifth Avenue Outlet, Polo Raiph Lauren Factory 
Store, Versace, Sony, TSE, Timberland, 
bivariate April Comell, 





*% Slow down, Mom, 
you move too fast 


Encourage your busy mom to sleep in for a 
change and then lounge around afterwards. 
She'll look and feel fabulous in a Crabtree & 
Evelyn bathrobe (Clothware, $102—$122). At 
Clothware, you have your choice of super-soft 
polyester/viscose robes in solid colors, with 
contrasting trim on the lapels, or hearty 100 
percent cotton robes with more uniform cloth. 
The color options vary from pastels (mint, 
lavender, melon) to darker hues (pine and 
eggplant). All the robes are calf-length, belted, 
and cuffed. Mom will feel so at home in her 
new robe, you may 
never be able to get her 
back on schedule! 


* If you're goin 
te tiieke, doh 
in style 


Have you noticed lately 
that, even as smoking 
prohibitions increase, 
more people are smok- 
ing again? Not chain- 
smoking, mind you, 
but social smoking — 
the kind of thing people 
do after a meal or dur- 
ing a cocktail party. 
you know those 
things will kill ya” just 
falls on deaf ears. If 
you can’t beat ’em, at 
least help em smoke 
in high style, with a 
Calibiri Fero V 
cigarette lighter 
(Boston Engraving, 


e ove $39.95-$49.95). 


REPS NA inl These incredibly sleek 


babies have a wind-re- 
sistant butane flame and are easy to use with 
one hand, without a rub-wheel. They’re as 
slender as lipsticks and feature an easy-flip top. 
And since they’re sold at Boston Engraving, 
you can have them beautifully personalized. 


* You give me the warm Fuzzies 


Scarves should be cuddly and soft, not 
woolly and abrasive. In winter, the last thing 
you need is a piece of outerwear that irri- 
tates instead of cocoons. The fluffy 
black “vixen” scarf by Wooden 
Ships (JasmineSola, $28) belies 
its aggressive name and fairly 
begs to be stroked and pet- 
ted. Handmade in Indone- 
sia, it’s a long band of 
\ raggedy polyacrylic ma- 
terial with furry fingers 
of fringe running the 
length of either side. It 
| feels like a kitty and 
| looks like a cousin to 
the Cookie Monster — 
how can you possibly 
resist? 


See GIFTS, page 8 
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DOUBLE TREE 
GUEST SUITES 


STORROW DRIVE AT THE MASS PIKE EXIT 
IN BOSTON 








Fri-Sat fon 3-4 
PIECES OF A DREAM 


Their self titled album debut in 1981 was 
produced by the late Grover Washington Jr. 
who also produced two of their follow ups. 
They also worked as Grover’s back up Band 
on tours around the world. They have gone 
on to become on of the leading Soul, R & B, 


Gospel and Jazz groups. 


Show times: Mon-Thur. 8 & 10pm: Fri-Sat 8& 10:30pm: Sun 7 & 9pm 
Call for tickets & info at 617.562.4111 


Order on line at www.scullersjazz.com 





VISIT US ON THE WEB: www.scullersjazz.com 


SCULLERS JAZZ CLUB | 
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otto ae re 


el Wak LETS a 
ka ae : Byron Land 1& ig E 
+ ote dase e PEO SET RE Ng thee y 





. 2 j 
CS 


CELEBRATE NEW YEAR’S EVE 
with JOHN PIZZARELLI TRIO 





“THE EARLY PARTY” $269 per couple 
Scullers Jazz Club Dinner & Show package 


lttmerlticiMellitiomi mete strlen erall(s 
Dinner reservations 5:30-6:30pm 


John Pizzarelli Trio at 8pm 


“THE LATE PARTY” $339 per couple 
Scullers Jazz Club Dinner & Show package 


Five course dinner in the Boathouse Grille 
Dinner reservations 8:30-9:30pm 

John Pizzarelli Trio at 11pm 

Hats, noise makers and champagne toast 


at midnight. (tax & gratuity included) 


and STAY THE NIGHT... for just $100 you will receive 


a premium 2-room suite for one night, a wonderful New 
Years Eve Breakfast for two & a bag full of goodies when 
you arrive (room tax is not included and rate is only 
available with New Year’s Eve show package purchase. 


FOR ALL RESERVATIONS & INFORMATION 


CALL 617-562-4111 





Wed-Thu Jan 8-9 
FREDDIE HUBBARD 


& THE NEW JAZZ COMPOSERS OCTET 


The legendary trumpeter, composer is 
features with this exciting octet which is Led 
by trumpeter David Weiss and includes 
Jimmy Green on tenor, Myron Waldon on 
alto, Steve Davis on trombone, Xavier Davis 
piano, Dwayne Burno on bass, E.J Strickland 
on drums and Norbet Stachel on baritone 
sax. They'll be celebrating the release of their 
new CD “Walkin’ In Line.” 








Fri Jan 10 
KENDRICK OLIVER 


& THE NEW LIFE JAZZ ORCHESTRA 
This roaring big band will be celebrating the 


release of their first CD which was recorded 
live at Scullers last Fall with exciting vocalist 
Monica Lynk and special guest 


Christian MacBride. 
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s 

They've got the goods 

* Big Picture Framing, 1398 Mass Ave, 
Arlington, (781) 648-1489. 

* Biack Ink, 5 Brattle Street, Cambridge, 
(617) 497-1221. 

* Boing!, 729 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, 
(617) 522-7800. 

* Bonsai Designs, Copley Place, 
(516) 505-5407 (custom-order number only). 

¢ Boston Engraving, Copley Place, 
(617) 262-0091. 

* Boston Pewter, Westin Hotel, Copley 
Piace, Boston, (617) 267-1776. 

* Calliope, 33 Brattle Street, Cambridge, 
(617) 876-4149. 

* Clothware, 52 Brattle Street, Cophcage 
(617) 661-6441. 

¢ Giuliano Day Spa, 338 Newbury Street, 
Boston, (617) 262-2220. 

¢ Globe Corner Bookstore, 28 Church 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 497-6277. 

« Hartnett’s, 47 Brattle Street, Cambridge, 
(617) 491-4747. 

* Harvard Collection, Holyoke Arcade, 
Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 496-0700. 

¢ Hi-Fi Records, 620 Centre Street, Ja- 
maica Plain, (617) 524-4495. 

* Hootenanny, The Garage, JFK Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 864-6623. 

¢ JasmineSola, 37A Brattle Street, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 354-6043; 344 Newbury Street, 
Boston, (617) 867-4636. 

¢ Modern Design Furnishings, 19 Brattle 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 421-2789. 

* Museum Company, Shops at the Pruden- 
tial, Boston, (617) 267-0071. 

* Selletto, Holyoke Arcade, Mass Ave, _ 

comes ee 441-3696; 244 ects 


orrar thal egos oe norsk 
Street, Brookline, (617) 277-7700; 694 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 876-2414. 

* Urban Outfitters, 11 JFK Street, Cam-_ 
bridge, (617) 864-0070; 361 Newbury Street, 
Boston, (617) 236-0088. 

* www.beapilot.com, (888) BE A PILOT. 

* www.enjoytheshow.com. 


—DbV6. 
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GIFTS, from page 6 | 
* Youre a little beast! 


Children’s backpacks need not replicate the 
utilitarian feel of most adult packs. Calliope 
stocks five amusing alternatives to the kind of 
thing mountaineers 

hoist. Each Kidorable 

animal knapsack (Cal- 

liope, $24) comes in 

colorful shiny plastic in 

the shape of a critter. 

Ladybug, bee, and frog 

models feature googly 

eyes at the top of the 

pack; the cow and kitty 

have feet (er, hooves 

and paws) dangling off 

the underside. Each 

knapsack has several 

compartments, and each 

also includes a minia- 

ture stuffed-plastic-toy 

version of the knapsack 

animal. Less common 

than Hello Kitty or 

SpongeBob 

SquarePants, the bags 

capture the spirit of 

both and are sure to 

delight your imagina- 

tive child. 


* You shine 


For the Wallpaper mag- 
azine devotee, the 
glamourpuss who lights 
up a room and whose 
own rooms fairly glow 
with sophistication, 
consider a David 
D’Imperio Lily Lamp 
(Modern Design Fur- 
nishings, $370). 
They’re not cheap, but 


Bamboo cutting boards 


they’re distinctly tasteful and modern all at 
once. Extending from slender stems, white 
glass petals hide the small light bulbs. The 
stems reach down to a wall mount that can 
be customized to fit your own wiring. The 
design, by artist D’Imperio, is sleek and styl- 
ish, as different from a Tiffany lamp as a 
calla lily is from a peony — in other words, 
ideal for your sleekest, most stylish friends. 


# Right onl 


Though Gen Y wasn’t even born in the’70s, | 
kids today eat up icons of those looser, 
groovier times. Go to an all-ages show at 
Avalon and you could practically film an 
Eight Is Enough episode, what with all the 
colored sneakers, ring-collared T-shirts, and 
decals. So pick up one of a series of right-on 
70s T-shirts (Urban Outfitters, $24) fea- 
turing decals and prints from the Shaft era. 
SWEET, PLAY, SHONUF; and SUPERFLY are 
some of the slogang emblazoning 

the Five Crown T-shirts in or- 


Crown ’70s T-shirt 


anges, browns, and powder blues. At a 
glance, it’s clear that these shirts are the 
John Travolta of fashion: Welcome Back, 
Kotter style for kids raised on Pulp Fiction. 


* You drive me bananas 


Paul Frank’s whimsical monkey design has 
gone from the province of a devoted coterie to 
the craze of the alterna set in the last year or 
two. Now you can pick up a Frank offering 
your friends aren’t likely to have: the Paul 
Frank monkey face rug (Hootenanny, $43). 
Roughly three feet by three feet, in the shape 
of the monkey’s head, the woven rug is both 
enigmatic and sturdy, a 
playful gift for someone 
you like — or a subtle 
slam for someone you 
merely tolerate. 


JOEL VEAK 


* You feed 
me right Queen Bee messenger bags 
For those who can hardly 
boil water, the pleasure taken in the 
handiwork of a good cook knows no 
bounds. One way to show your appre- 
ciation is to give a gift that will be used 
again and again in the preparation, but 
isn’t just a utilitarian tool. Bamboo 
cutting boards (Selletto, $33.50 and 
up) are things of beauty, as decorative 
as they are functional. The variations in 
color of cut-and-pressed bamboo 
wood make for elegant, dra- 
matic patterns. These 
beauties come in nar- 
row-rectangle, large- 
rectangle, round, and 
square shapes to fur- 
ther fit the workspace 
or aesthetic of the 
cook who’s found 
the way to your 
heart. 


* You are 
) more than 
meets the eye 


~ At first glance, the 
framed works by 
artist Julie Anne 
(Harvard Collection, 
$40—$300) seem to 
? be fextured prints of 
' repeated patterns and 
' colors. Up closer, one 
sees that these are not 
just swaths of color, but 
intricately overlaid indi- 
vidual flowers. Dozens of 





JOEL VEAK 


the same kind of bud are meticulously laid in 
overlapping rows, their stamens pressed 
along with their petals, yielding these floral 
artworks that are lush sheets of color — pur- 
ple, pink, orange, or red, depending on the 
flower. Matted, framed under glass, and 
signed, they make a beautiful gift and are, by 
their very nature, as singular as the recipient. 


* You've got baggage 


At Black Ink in Harvard Square, the aesthetic 
tends toward the cute or toy-like. But one set 
of items with slightly more bite is the line of 
tarot-card-fronted Queen Bee 
messenger bags (Black 
Ink, $64). 
With front 
and interi- 
or pockets, 
ach bag 
Mas ample 
room for 
someone’s 
compart- 
mentalized life, 
and a shoulder strap for easy car- 
rying. And the best part is giving someone a 
bag with an inherent message found in the 
symbolism of the tarot card that adorns it. 
Particularly pointed is the “El Diablo” bag 
with a laughing Satan, but you could also 
make a statement with the spider-and-web 
bag. You'll just have to see them for yourself 
to know which sends your message loudest 
and clearest. 


* I wanna rocK you liKe a hurricane 


For the Le Tigre fan in your life, you’re just 
not gonna shop at Victoria’s Secret. You want 
a sexy gift that’s as kick-ass as she is. So pick 
up a pair of rock-star panties (Hi-Fi Records, 
$12). Featuring images of legends such as 
Bowie, Blondie, Joey Ramone, and the Clash, 
all hand silk-screened by local artist Buick, the 
panties come in thong, bikini, and bloomer 
variations. If you’re lucky, this is a gift you'll 
get to unwrap again and again. 


* You spin me right round 


You want to make really beautiful music? 
Give the vinyl fan in your life this floor- 
model Victor record player (Museum Com- 
pany, $399). Modeled after the old record 
cabinets, it has a top lid that opens to reveal a 
turntable with settings for both 33 1/2 and 
45. Inside the lower case of the wood cabinet, 
a CD player and radio afford additional lis- 
tening choices. The cabinet stands more than _ 
three feet high on gracefully curved legs. It’s 
a romantic and impressive way to start things 









Popcorn, movies 
and 
holiday shopping 
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NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS 





Gift he 


nor T REDEEMABLE IN CASH - 





VALID Ai ANY NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS THEATRE 


Showcase Cinemas Gift Certificates 
make the perfect holiday gift. 





Randolph Lawrence 1-6 
781-963-5600 978-686-2121 
Dedham Lawrence /-14 
781-326-4955 978-686-2121 

Circle Cinemas Revere 

617-566-4040 781-286-1660 

Lowell Woburn 
978-551-0055 781-933-5330 


Available in $5 denominations with complementary gift envelope. 
www.showcasecinemas.com 
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Masterworks of Contemporary 
Korean Photography 


November 6, 2002-February 18, 2003 


The Peabody Essex Museum presents America’s first 
retrospective of contemporary Korean photographer 
sto) alarelar-]alem,Cole m=] @ [aM Cal-Ml-lale tia] el-me)manlele(-le8) 
Korea, Koo's work explores issues of human existence 
elaremy 11m agicolele|ama@e)arjaau(ac-vem e)ale)coleie-lelary 


fe) ale) cole ic-lanhym-lalem e)ale)celaulelaic-le(-3 


PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM 


SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 800.745.4054 WWW.PEM.ORG 


MEDIA SPONSOR Phecenix 


FEW YEARS back, after the Thanks- 

giving table was cleared and the dish- 

es were washed and the Patriots had 
won, there was still quite a lot of beer in the 
fridge. My family needed something to do. A 
game, perhaps? Huddling with my home- 
from-college sister, we hatched a plan: ASS- 
HOLE! All we needed were a worn-edged 
deck of playing cards and the plentiful rem- 
nants of the Miller Lite suitcase, courtesy of 
my aunt’s chaw-chewin’ cowboy boyfriend. 
The plan was breathtaking in its simplicity. 
Why the hell not? So after some convincing, 
my nonplussed suburban parents sat down 
for their first round of drinking games since 
the Nixon administration. As seven of us got 
to dealing, | was surprised by how quickly 
the older folks took to the game — especially 
by the vigor with which my father boomed, 
“DRINK, asshole!” 

I drank. And so it continued for some time, 
all of us increasingly lubricated with the holi- 
day spirit, periodically shuffling musical- 
chairs-style around the kitchen table, and 
swearing heartily at each 
other according to our rank 
on the political totem pole. 

But I think Nana, who’s a 
little too fragile to pound 
beers and so was sitting 
alone in the other room, 
misunderstood. She had no 
idea we were playing a 
game. All she heard was us 
getting increasingly drunk 
and hurling foul-mouthed 
invective at each other. 

“Joanie,” she said with 
trembling concern, when 
my aunt checked in on her. 

“Please tell them not to have 
so much beer.” 

We should never have 
exposed Nana to such foul- 
mouthed familial inebria- 
tion. But things will be 
much better this Christmas, 
when we stay sober and 
stick with some of these in- 
nocuous board games. 


HIS YEAR'S big-ticket 

item is without a doubt 
the Trivial Pursuit 20th Anniversary Edition 
($29.99). It’s hard to believe it’s been two 
decades since those little plastic wedges and 
obscure questions revolutionized board gam- 
ing, but it’s true. (It’s even harder to believe 
that this year will also see holiday purchases 
of revamped Cabbage Patch Kids, Care Bears, 
and He-Man action figures, but that’s a dif- 
ferent issue altogether.) Hasbro has over- 
hauled the old girl and put out a special game 
commemorating the excruciating minutiae of 
the last 20 years. All your favorite cultural hic- 
cups from the ’80s (Pac Man, Michael 
Milken), the 90s (Fabio, Darva Conger), and 
beyond (the “I Love You” virus, Olestra) are 
here! There are 3600 questions in all, and a 
lot of ’em are doozies. Who knew that in Aus- 
tralia, Life Savers candies come in “musk” 
flavor? Were you aware that the average 
Japanese 11-year-old was six inches taller in 
2001 than in 1950? 

This version includes one oddity: a single 
question somewhere in those 600 cards was 
thunk up by an unnamed winner of the “Be a 
Question in the Trivial Pursuit Game” contest. 
“It was selected from hundreds of entries that 
people submitted about their own lives,” we're 


BY MIKE 
IMILIARD 


told. How one is expected to answer a ques- 
tion based on the personal arcana of John Q. 
Boardgame in Anywhere, USA, is beyond us. 
Otherwise, things are pretty much the same as 
they were back when Luke and Laura got 
hitched: same tiny plastic pies to fill up with 
tiny plastic wedges, same round fold-out 
board. But this time, there is one exciting ad- 
dition: a “Special Anniversary Deluxe Card 
Dispenser.” Buy now! 

Continuing in the pop-cultural vein, the 
People Magazine Board Game ($29.99) 
plays like an amalgam of charades, Pic- 
tionary, and The $25,000 Pyramid. The basic 
gist — governed by a host of rules that are 
oddly Byzantine for a game based on such a 
brainless magazine — is to convey to a 
teammate which celeb’s name is on the card 
in your hand (without, of course, uttering 
the person’s name). This gives you license to 
behave just as badly as all your favorite Tin- 
seltown types. 

SAMANTHA TWARDOWSKI 


“Have you ever had a brush with fame? If 
you have the best story, you go first.” If you’re 
that lucky person, draw a card, and get set to 
cajole that dumb-as-a-post second cousin into 
guessing the name of said star. Say, for in- 
stance, that your designated Hollywood hack 
is Jack Nicholson. You could either imperson- 
ate him (“You can’t handle the truth!”), do 
some sort of charade (imagine how cute junior 
will look holding back his hair, donning dark 
glasses, and grinning maniacally), utter words 
or phrases that might identify him (“Lakers 
games ...”; “Beaten to death in Easy Rider”), 
or, if all else fails, draw a picture of him. Even- 
tually, with enough right answers, your team 
may be the first to fill up a scoring pocket with 
25 mini cardboard People magazines. 

More than 1000 notable personalities are 
represented here. Examples of people the 
game’s makers consider notable: Muham- 
mad Ali, Paul McCartney, Alfred Hitchcock. 
Others: Tammy Faye Bakker, Maury Povich, 
Kenny G. We're sure Pablo Picasso would be 
honored to see his name on the same card as 
Nancy McKeon from The Facts of Life. 


See GAMES, page 13 





“A TERRIFICALLY. FUNNY, CLEVER SHOW 
EVERYONE CAN RELATE TO! A HOLIDAY GEM!" 
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“Valerie Harper gives. a 
rip-roaring performance! "-richard Dyer, Boston Globe 
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TUES-FRI 8, SAT 2&8, SUN 2&7:30 e NOW THRU JAN. 12 ONLY 
GREAT SEATS AVAILABLE FOR HOLIDAY PERFORMANCES! 
Ticketmaster (617) 931-2787 
Tickets also available at The Wilbur & Colonial Theatres, all Ticketmaster Outlets & www.ticketmaster.com 
Groups (617) 482-8616 * www.broadwayinboston.com © Broadway in Boston (617) 880-2400 


THE WILBUR THEATRE @ 246 tremont street + BosTON 
RROADWAY Huntington 






@c. EARCHANNEL 





GAMES, from page 10 

“People magazine remains true to the editorial 
concept it was founded upon in 1974: noth- 
ing fascinates people more than other people,” 
read the game’s instructions. “Especially 
celebrities.” Give credence to People’s assess- 
ment of Americans as shallow, fame-ob- 
sessed dolts. Buy this game. 

Reminding prospective play- 
ers that “we've all done things 
we're not proud of,” Loser 
($19.99) bills itself as “a board 
game for people who aren’t 
afraid to laugh at their mistakes. 

And their friends.” It was devel- 
oped by two PhD scientists (no 
joke) in California who claim it’s 
“perfect for dinner parties or re- 
union weekends with college pals.” 

First things first: “Unpack the 
game board,” the instructions read. 
“Unfold it.” (Let’s just say right off 
that if you need these directions, 
you should win this game handi- 
ly.) After the board is unfolded, 
players move their plastic pieces 
around it according to how they 
answer questions designed to determine 
their “loser quotient.” Some examples of how 
this might be done: 

“If you have hemorrhoid cream in your 
medicine cabinet, take the penalty.” 

“If you’ve ever thrown up in public, take the 
penalty.” 

‘Whoever has the most keys on their key 
chain takes thespenalty.” 

Loser is available in select toy stores and 
online at www.losergame.com (where you 
can also contribute suggestions for questions 
in future Loser editions). 

What would\you do if you needed water 
while lost in the jungle? How would you rec- 
ognize the symptoms of cat-scratch fever? 
The Worst-Case Scenario Survival Game 
($24.99) rewards or punishes you based on 
your instincts for self-preservation. The pop- 
ular books the game is based upon, of course, 


UNLIMITED 








are interesting reads — even if you'll never 
(fingers crossed) have to use the information 
they impart. And in some versions, they pack 
some great laughs, as when the golf edition 
instructs readers on how to finish a round 
with a broken arm, or the “dating and sex” 
survival guide tells 
what to do when your 
date is drunk, or 
his/her gender is un- 
certain. But this game 
seems to have lost a 
little of that sense of 


The Worst-Case Scenario 
Survival C) 


Gam 

fun, focusing as it does primari- 
ly on questions of survival (how to treat a 
wilderness heart attack, how to avoid schisto- 
somiasis worms when traveling abroad, how 
to prepare for a plane crash over water) that 
can sometimes makes for a surprisingly 
solemn gaming experience. 

Play progresses in a pretty straightfor- 
ward manner. Get the multiple-choice 
question right, and you move ahead on the 
game board. Get it wrong and your oppo- 
nent does. The first to cross the finish line 
is the victor. But think hard; many of the 
answers, like the one that says not to worry 
about whether to inhale through the mouth 
or the nose when plummeting earthward 
with a broken parachute because “you'll 
breathe through your skin,” were news to 
us. Others are amusingly enigmatic. How 
to keep from drowning while ice fishing? 
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“Carry a long, knotted rope with a weight 
on the end and hang ice spikes around your 
neck,” 

Be forewarned that the makers of this 
game, though they want you to have a blast 
playing it in the safety of your living room, by 
no means want you to take its lessons to 
heart when you're dangling precariously from 
a cliff. In a Jackass-style disclaimer, the in- 
structions practically scream: “DO NOT AT- 
TEMPT TO UNDERTAKE ANY OF THE 
ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED IN THIS GAME 
YOURSELEF.... [W]e do not guarantee that 
the information contained herein is complete, 
safe, or accurate, nor should it be considered a 
substitute for your good judgment and com- 
mon sense.” 

But you’d never actually substitute a board 
game’s wisdom for your own acumen, would 
you? If so, maybe you deserve those schisto- 
somiasis worms after all. 

Another game you'll want is Simpsons 
Chess ($29.99). With all these flashy, 
dumbing-down, pop-culture- 
obsessed games flooding the 
market, it’s not a bad idea, 


perhaps, to get back to ba- 
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sics. For a working-class ver- 
sion of the game of kings, 
you can’t beat Springfield's 
yellow-trash family. Here, 
they're all gussied up: Homer 
as the king and Marge as the 
queen, Krusty ag the bishop 
(the best Jewish bishop since 
Joey), Bart as the knight, 
Lisa as the rook, and little 
Maggie as the pawn. 

The current issue of the Atlantic Monthly 
includes a long piece profiling legendary chess 
wunderkind and certifiable head case Bobby 
Fischer, who, in his epochal matches with 
Boris Spassky, was incessantly bitching about 
niggling details like the glare from the chess 
| board, Maybe a fun set like this would’ve 
helped him lighten up? Maybe he wouldn’t be 
such a nut? Alas, it’s too late to tell. 
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T-Mobile to T-Mobile 


800 


WHENEVER 


Minutes 


Access your e-mail and information like 


stock quotes, showtimes and door-to-door 


directions. Enabled by 
T-Zenes 


Coverage not available in ull areas. Credit approval and one-year service agreement required with $200 earty termination fee 


time the Network begins to process the call (before the phone rings or the cail is answered) through ils termination of the call 
Tme $10 add a line. Except where noted, all rates are for domestic calls. Free domestic lang distance (Dul not for credit card or operalor-assisied calis) and roaming are available on the national GSM digital network of T-Mobile and its U S. roaming partners. Mobile-to-moblie minutes require both T-Mob le subscnbers to be on 


of-purchase requirements. Rebales not aval able on Fi 


Motorola C332 
SRP $99.99 
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Where to get ‘em 


Trivial Pursuit; Worst-Case Scenario, 
Simpsons‘Chess, Simpsons Monopoly, and 
Simpsons Loser Takes All available at 
Games People Play, 1100 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge. Call (617) 492-0711. 

Trivial Pursuit, Worst-Case Scenario, 
Simpsons Chess, Simpsons Monopoly, Simp- 
sons Clue, Simpsons Pictionary, and Simp- 
sons Trivia Game Tin available at Barnes & 
Noble at Boston University, 660 Beacon 
Street, Boston. Call (617) 267-8484, 

All games except Loser available at 
www.amazon.com. 

Loser available at www.losergame.com. 

— MM 


| 


Simpsons obsessives might also want to 
check out any one of the ever-proliferating 
merchandising tie-ins. The Simpsons Trivia 

Game Tin ($14.99) is a 
metal box chock full of brain- 
twisters even the most reli- 
gious viewers will find chal 
lenging. Monopoly: The 
Simpsons Edition ($34.99) 
lets players guide their 
pewter figurines around 
Springfield’s famous land- 
marks, along the way getting 
richer than Mr. Burns. The 
Simpsons Loser Takes All 
($14.99) is a game of chance 
and of skill (can yau flip 
my eyelids up?). Simpsons 
Clue ($19.99) offers a starring role in the 


| biggest mystery to hit Springfield since Mr. 


Burns was shot. Of course, no household 
would be complete without Simpsons Domi- 
noes ($10.99). And The Simpsons Pictionary 
($34.99) also looks to be a big draw. & 


Mike Miliard can be reached at 
mmiliard@phx.com. 
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69.99 


per month 


Copley Place (617) 236-4569 243 Washington St. (617) 973-6699 
BURLINGTON (781) 270-3210 METHUEN (97§) 689-9876 WAKEFIELD (781) 224-1122 


DANVERS (978) 774-1600 
MEDFORD (781) 306-0293 


PEABODY (918) 532-7890 
SAUGUS (781) 233-4567 


-Mob ie activat on on a qualifying rate 


SALEM, NH (603) 894-1234 
MANCHESTER, NH (603) 624-8724 
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THE ALLERGISTS WIFE 


SY CHARLES BUSCH 
DIRECTED 6Y LYMWE MEADOW 


NOW PLAYING THRU JAN. 12 ONLY! 
GREAT SEATS AVAILABLE FOR HOLIDAY PERFORMANCES! 
TICKETMASTER: (617) 931-2787 
THE WILBUR THEATRE 


“Most complete and affordable Hat Store 


for Women, Men and Kids in the 
greater Boston Area” 


poss / 
Of MARTHA’S VINEYARD ‘ 
FANEUIL HALL MARKETPLACE 
resin bee 


Bring This 


Hats - from funky to stylin’ 


Scarves, gloves, bags 


& & accessories etc... << Give the Git of Fidel 


¢ Native Eyewear 
i eee * Reptile A Wang Center Friend of the Film Series 
\. : © Ray-Ban Membership is perfect for your favorite 


Big savings! : nee ated film buff. Not only does it help keep our 


oP celluloid history alive and free for the first 
SS — ——~ time, it also includes advance seating, 


Tues-Sat 10am-6pm pre-film receptions and much more. the square nail studio 
79 Union St., Piccadilly Sq » Newton, MA 02459 For more information contact the the natural choice 
617-663-1099 Membership Department at 617-532-1255 11 holland street, somerville, ma 


~ SI <i or visit www.wangcenter.org. 617.625.1118 


Suzuki — the company known for being “First on 4 Wheels” — 
is now “First for Fun.” Introducing the exciting QuadSport® 
LT-Z400. It's all new, styled to rule and engineered for the 
experienced rider to have some good, clean fun. Okay, maybe 
not so clean. This machine is packed with performance that will 
paint a huge smile on your face. Precisely what you'd expect 
from the company that invented four-wheel ATVs. Point is, you 
need to see it today. It's 100% Suzuki and it's here now. But 
don't dawdle, because it will move! 


GREATER Boston:Mororsporrts 


1098 Mass Ave, Arlington, MA 02476 
Phone: 781-648-1300 * Fax: 781-646-4920 
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Suzuki engineered the LT-Z400 for experienced riders. Suzuki QuadRunner® ATVs may be used only by those aged 16 and 


* * “ ” © Ke * - 
¢ older. Suzuki highly recommends that all ATV riders take a training course. We'll even pay for it. For safety and training course 
: information, see your dealer or call the SVIA at 1-800-852-5344. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety, always 
s wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Always avoid paved surfaces. Never ride on public roads. Never carry 
passengers or engage in stunt riding. Riding and alcohol or other drugs don't mix. Avoid excessive speeds. Be extra careful 
e on difficult terrain. Highly skilled professional rider shown 
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15% Off Any Purchase 


232 Newbury Street Boston Btwn Exeter & Fairfield 
OPEN EVERY DAY 617-536-5992 


(No Double Discounts MoSulefiers One Per Custcrrer bast Presert At Tire OfPurchise 
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Award-Winning 
( Ww Handcrafts By 
ARTS Outsider Artists 
with Disabilities 
Shop outside : 


R 
eo OLLIDAY ig 


GAT DEC 7TH. 10-5 


for the gift that gives twice 


60-62 Hardvard St., Brookline Village 
www.gatewayarts.org ~ (617) 734-1577 
Gallery and Crafts Store ~Call for Hours 


MAN 


GROUP 


HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING MADE EASY! 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE ONLINE AT BLUEMAN.COM 
TICKETMASTER: (617) 931-2787 
THE CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 


Grand Poe 
penis 
| 318 Harvard St., Suite 32 
H Arcade Building 
j Coolidge B 
617.731.262 
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Aborn True Value’ 
438 Harvard Street 
Brookline, Mass. 
02446 
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Antique Radios 
Our Specialty 


phone: 617-739-9000 
fax: 617-975-0006 


www.aborntruevalue.com 


LUN Cayiolela mel suce mi sieleis(eltle 
with Davis Square Prices 


Back» Blues 


Unique Clothing 


E for Women and Men 
89 Holland St -_ . 


Somerville, MA 02144 
At the DAVIS Square Red Line @® 


(617)628-0046 


Save $3,000 This Year 


QUIT SMOKING 


Holiday Special 15% Off Hypnosis 


Center for Integrative Healing 
Devender Singh, M.D 
322 Washington St. Suite 200 
Wellesley, MA 02481 


www.cichiwellness.com 


508-358-5770 


JUDY JETSON INC | 
HAIR 


1765 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA02140 617.354.2628 
Gift Certificates Available 


TICKETS NOW ON SALE! 
PERFORMANCES BEGIN FEBRUARY 11TH! 


TELECHARGE.COM: (800)447-7400 
THE STUART STREET PLAYHOUSE 


BENNY ANDERSSON & BJORN ULVAEUS’ 


THE SMASH HIT MUSICAL frets co ABBA 


THE ABBA-SOLUTELY PERFECT GIFT! 
PERFORMANCES BEGIN JANUARY 25TH! 


CALL (617) 931-2787 
THE COLONIAL THEATRE 


pod 


home, body, spirit 


313 Washington Street, Brookline Village 617.739.38 
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Sensual Toys* Fine Erotica 
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ANTA BABY — 
It’s that time of year again. The squad is getting all angsty 
‘cause our gig will be done in a few weeks and then it’s those 
long polar winter days with no rooftop-landing drills or running- 
takeoff practice to look forward to. I talked to the others and asked if 
there was anything you could do for them to help lift their spirits 
once the predictable post-holiday depression sets in. For once, they 
were unanimous: books. Even without Oprah’s Book Club (may it 
rest in peace, thank you very much, Jonathan Franzen), they have 
some firm ideas about what they want to read when the time comes 
to put up their hooves and relax by the fire. For one thing, only hard- 
covers will do (they deserve the best, after all). And recognizing that 
every reader has a unique personality is important, so try not to con- 
fuse who gets what. (Dancer and Prancer still haven’t forgiven you 
for mixing up their stockings at last year’s party.) To help you out, 
I’ve made a list of who wants what — and, yes, I checked it twice. 
Your literary pack leader, 
Rudolph 


For Dasher: Game Face: What Does a Fe- 

male Athlete Look Like? (Random House, 

2001; 224 pages, $35), by Jane Gottesman 
You know Dasher, all about speed. She’s 

exhausted the bios of Jackie Joyner-Kersee 

and Uta Pippig, and she’s 

pretty much examined the 

lives of Serena and Venus 

to death. I found just the 

deal for her: Game Face, 

a coffee-table book cele- 

brating the most impres- 

sive women in sports 

since 1827. Now, Dasher 

may have her feelings hurt 

a little by not being in- 

cluded — I mean, she must have set some 

kind of high-jump record — but how can she 

not love the excellent pics of the US women’s 

soccer team and the story by Kristi Yam- 

aguchi’s mom? And I don’t think she even 

knew about the woman discus champion. 

With notes from around the world and espe- 

cially representative photographs from the last 

few decades, Game Face covers a wide range 

of topics that any athlete would appreciate. 

I’m pretty sure Dasher will cruise through this 

in one sitting and then keep it out where 

everyone else can see it. 


‘Holiday 


at The 
‘Coop 


Many gifts under $10 &$20 # 


LEGO™ Writing Systems ¢ Plush ¢ Ornaments ¢ Book Lights « Games 


Puzzles ¢ Gourmet and More! 


617-859-3300 


EVERYDAY DISCOUNTS 
30” Off National Campus Bestsellers™ 


* = 


at 


20” Off New & Noteworthy Titles 
10” Off Most Hardcovers 


Students get 15% Off all insignia clothing wg 


(with valid Harvard ID) 
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| 
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For Dancer: Stravinsky & Balanchine: A 
Journey of Invention (Yale University Press, 
2002; 416 pages, $40), by Charles M. Joseph 
What a snob Dancer’s become! While the 
rest of us are perfectly content to watch River- 
dance on PBS, he has to be all Twyla Tharp and 
Martha Graham. But even an aesthete deserves 
a present, and I think Stravinsky & Balanchine 
ought to do the trick. Exploring the connection 
between the modern composer and the famed 
choreographer, Skidmore professor Charles M. 
Joseph does such a good job showing how Bal- 
anchine was able to help audiences “see the 
music and hear the dance” 

, that I almost want to see 
dance live. Considering how 
rigorously formal each man’s 
work can be, Joseph has 
pulled off quite a trick in 
making their collaboration 
understandable for the lay 
reindeer like myself. And 

however much Dancer has read about Balan- 
chine, I think he’ll find new material — an ex- 
amination of more obscure work like The 
Flood, for instance — that will make him feel 
vastly well-informed and superior. 


See BOOKS, page 20 


y y 20% Off 


All Calendars, 
Holiday Wrap 
and Boxed Cards 


specials 


Hooded Harvard Sweatshirt 


$29.99 for Him / $19.99 for Her 
Harvard Cap & Tee Set - $24.98 


Harvard Jackets - $49.98 


Buy a Harvard Cap and get 
the second for 50% Off 


GREAT selection 
of Picture Frames 


-C@P 


HARVARD 


1400 Massachusetts Ave ¢ Harvard Square 


617-499-2000 * www.thecoop.com 





HUMAN 
RIGHTS 
WATCH 


Thursday, December 12th Tuesday, December 31st 


THE SO AND SO’S winter RESIDENCY 


MAYBE BAYBE * MELODRONE * PAMELA SUEMANN 


MOSAI? PHY OT IAEA 


international 


Film Festival 


— Nay oe 14 Films from 12 countries 


Saturday, December 14th 


SLOBBERBONE 
LOVELESS 
WILL JOHNSON OF CENTRO-MATIC 
THE SO AND SO’S waver resoevcr EVE 
SCOUT *MOBIUS BAND + LUKE TEMPLE 


Friday, WHEAT. 20th 
THE FLY SEVILLE + THE BURNING PARIS MA JALs MC)ayitayiay| 


Saturday, December 21st 


TREMONT ALE PRES. JAKE BRENNAN 
A FREE HOLIDAY SHOW | & THE CONFIDENCE MEN 


STARLA DEAR® THE HIGH CEILINGS 


FRANCE * THE GREAT NORTHERN 
THE BRETT ROSENBERG 
YONI GORDON & THE GOODS PROBLEM 


Thursday, December 26th 


THE SO AND SO’S winter resibency HATS, NOISEMAKERS, 


JOHNNY LIVES 
BRETT ROSENBERG (SOLO) CHAMPAGNE @ MIDNIGHT 


tickets available at ticketFast 


Visit TT’s Website www.ttthebears.com © Call 492-0082 


The Ultimate Stocking Stuffer! 


12TH ANNUAL 


Museum of Fine Arts 


p.m 


Feb. 1 & 2, 2003 | Sweer Sixteen 


World Trade Center Boston 


© Over 450 Wineries 
© Seminars 
* Celebrity Chef Demos 


4 Jano Rosebiani — traqi Kurdistan 
www.wine-expos.com f 8:00 p.m. 
877-946-3976 : Seven Days in TEHRAN 


Reza Khatibi - France/lran 
18th Anthony Spinazzola ‘ 
Gala Festival Of Food & Wine 2 1:00pm. 


Jan. 31 2 Tue Pinocner Case 
World Trade Center Boston 5. Patricio Guzmnén ~ 


781-344-4413 Beigium/Chile/France/Spain 
Sponsored By: p 6375 P.M. 
RANA’S WEDDING 
Hany Abu-Assad ~ Palestine 


@ 





Audi 


Audi and Your 
Lecal Audi Dealers 


WINES FROM SPAIN j 


These films represent many points 
of view, not necessarily those of 


Check out the Human Rights Watch 


: This program may be subject to 

best i oca i M Pp 3s last minute changes. For details 
Se and updates, please check with 

as the venue box office or visit our 


in Boston. es 


www.hrw.org/iff 
* 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


January 23-26 


International Institute of Baston Coolidge Corner Movie Theatre 


6:00 and 8:00 p.m. 
GAZA STRIP 
james Longley — Palestine/US 


2:00 p.m. 
AFGHANISTAN YEAR 1380 
Fabrizio Lazzaretti 

& Alberto Vendemmiati ~ 
Afghanistan/ttaly 


4:00 and 6:00 p.m 
Tue Last just Man 


Steven Silver - Canada 


January 27th ~ January 30th join 
us in the Coolidge Screening 
Room fer special encore presenta- 
tions of films from the Boston 
Human Rights Watch international 
Film Festival. Here's a second 
chance to catch these rarely 
screened films: 





Fender Squier® Electric Guitar Package 


Black Squier® Stratocaster SE-100 

¢ Maple neck with Rosewood fingerboard 

¢ Three pickups and tremolo 

Fender SP-10 Guitar Amplifier 

¢ 10 Watts RMS, 5" heavy-duty speaker 

Accessory Package 

¢ Electronic tuner, instruction book, strap, 
extra strings, picks and cable 


| > hil For Only 
$199.99! 


Rock by Gibraltar 
Double Bass Drum Pedal 


; © Exclusive “hammer head” 
dual surface beater 
¢ Smooth, solid and fast 
* Single chain “Dual Drive” 


AManutachwrere closeout! Supplies limited! 


RBG2-11DB List price $265.50 Only s 129.99! 


The MadPlayer™ !f you've got the words but not 
' the music, MadPlayer™ is for YOU! 


¢ Automatically creates brand new songs, copyright-free, 
in 20 different styles (Hip Hop, Rap, Trance, House, 
Garage, and more) 

¢ MP3 and WMA Player, Voice Sampler/Mixer, Karaoke 
Player, FM receiver ¢ Includes headset with mic, 32MB 
SmartMedia® card with pre-loaded samples, MadWare™ 


Only $299.99! software and manual * USB connection and MORE! 
Yamaha YDP113 Digital Piano 


* 32 Note polyphony, 10 voices and a single pedal 
¢ 88 Graded-hammer weighted action keys 
$295 


¢ Touch sensitivity 
¢ New Stereo sampling tone generation : 
Off List! 


¢ Dual mode (combine two voices) 
¢ Built-in speakers with two 20 watt amps 


Only $999.99! 


<a Zoom MRS-1266CD Hard Disk Recorder 
Check ft Out! A Expanded rhythm section now has 12 touch-sensitive pads (a full 


List Price 
$1295.00 


chromatic scale) as well as hundreds of 
pre-programmed patterns 
¢ Built-in CD/R/RW drive 
¢ Stereo master channel for mix-down 
¢ 6 Simultaneous inputs 


Oniy $999.99! oo 


yeu . 


20 Stores 
Throughout 
New England 
and Upstate 
New York! 


www .DADDYS.com 


OPPORTUNITY ROCKS! 


11/3 thru 12/31 


Dappy's Neeps Store MANAGERS 
SaLespPeop_e & ELectrRonics TECHS 


in 
your 
old 


We'll allow up to 


SHAVERS 


BLUE BOOK 
On your Trade-ins! 


For the used gear we're 
looking for... 


But, even if your used gear 
isn't the stuff we're looking 
for, we'll still allow 
More than Blue Book 
on Almost Anything! 


*Double the Average Wholesale 
Price printed in the latest Orion 
Guitars & Musical Instruments 
Blue Book 
depending on age, condition, 
and marketability. 


See your Daddy's 
salesperson for details! 


ENSATIONAL GEAR 
AND GIFTS 
HRU Dec. 31st! 


Something For 
EVERY Musician! 


Yamaha DGX-202 Synth with Survival Kit 


76 Full-sized, Touch-Sensitive Keys ¢ Extra large display 

* 605 Instruments & Sounds « DSP, Reverb & Chorus effects 
* 6-track recording * Dynamic = & Bass Boost system 
¢ MIDI in/out ' . 


Package Price 


$329.99! nnninaee | 


Casio CTK-481 Keyboard 


¢ 5-octave keyboard with 
full-size keys 

* 12-Note polyphonic 

¢ 100 Tones, 100 Rhythms, 
100 Songs 

¢ 2 Built-in speakers 


List Price $149.99 


Drum Zone DZ5-PK 


5-Piece Drum a, 
¢ Complete Full Size BeeAD 

Drum Kit Package! 
¢ Available in Black, Wine Red, 


08757, 0875 
Metallic Blue or Dark Green 


WITH Cymbals & sonest 
Only $349.99! 


Tama “Ready to Rock” Package 
Swingstar 5-Pc. Drum Kit Daddy's 
WITH Cymbals & Hardware! iicludes: 

Plus... nen one 

¢ Planet Z™ Cymbals by Zildjian® 

¢ HT30 Drum Throne « Video 


¢ Available in Vintage Blue, Vintage 
Red, Vintage Silver, Midnight Blue or Black 


® 
Peavey Stagepack Available in Black, Sunburst, 
Bass Guitar and 5 Transparent Blue or Transparent 
H Red 
Amplifier Package Pg: © Peavey Accessory Package 
A ¢ Peavey MicroBass® Amplifier 
All For Only 


$339.99! 


List Price $449.99 


Daddy's 
includes 
the Yamaha 
ane Kit: 


ist Price $759.50 


OVER 
45%, 
Off List! 
85566, 85567. 85568. 85569. 


85570, 65560, 85561. 85562 
85563, 85564 


All For Only ony $599. 99! 


¢ Peavey Milestone® Bass Guitar 


Includes bass guitar, 
Amplifier and accessory 
package with gig bag, picks, 
digital tuner, strap and cable! 


Largest Music Chain In New England! 
New England's FAVORITE Used Gear Dealer! 





Portlond, ME Portsmouth, MH Slem, NH Manchester, MH Hash, MH Veron, (T- Stmford, CT Orange, CT W. Hartford, CT Spring, MA 
207-TT-DADY 603-494-1142 6034934400 034409946 13-88-1160 860-648-1237 2039759000 1037909299 860-204-4648 413737443 
Peabody, MA Boston, MA Burlington, MA Dedham,MA Shrewsbury, MA No, Dartmouth, MA Warwick, RI Albany, NY Rochester, NY Syracuse, NY 
OTASN103 617204809. 781.7005 


781-329-9924 508-797-4421 SOB 992-3377 M01-$23-DADY 518-452-9431 585-424-4500 315-454-9625 





If an error gets printed in an ad, we reserve the right to correct the erroneous information prior to completion of any sale or purchase 


FAX RESUME OR LETTER TO DEPT. HR-P 
603-623-7995 OR APPLY ONLINE AT WWW.DADDYS.COM 
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ALL Chandeliers, * ) 
Floor & Reading Lamps, \__ | 
“D> Wall Lights, Tables, < le 


Occasional Furniture & Mirrors 


40-80%" 


Lampshades 20% off 


EVERYTHING ON SALE 
EVERYTHING MUST GO 


Perfect for Holiday Gifts of Light 


Hundreds of Top Brands at Never Before Seen Prices 
¢ Waterford ¢ Fredrick Cooper * Wildwood * Artemide & more 


Spend $2000 & Get an Extra $100 off 


1313 Beacon Street 91 Middlesex Turnpike 
Brookline, MA 02446 Exit 32B, 128 (95) 


Tel: 617.232.1900 Burlington, MA 01803 
Tel: 781.229.2300 
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The National Center of Afro-American Artists presents: 


"Bhai, Natenal 


Exhilarating Performances 
Nov. 29th ~ Dec. 22nd 
[remont Temple 


88 Tremont Street, Boston, MA 


Fridays & Saturdays @ 8pm 


e/fC 


Saturdays & Sundays @ 3:30pm 


rickets on sale at the 
Orpheum Theatre Box Office 
| Hamilton Place, Boston, MA 


cash only 


Call for Tickets 


Monday- Friday 10am-5pm 
617.423.NEXT (6398) 
www.nextticketing.com 
Group Sales Only 


617.585.6366 www.blacknativity.org 


All shows performed at 88 Tremont Temple 


HARPERS FERRY 


. 


158 BRIGHTON AVENUE at ee ) Va 


CONCERT LINE-254-7380 * CLUB LINE-254-9743 


HARPERS FERRY’S ANNUAL 


NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY! 


Featuring: 


Dance ‘til 2am with New England’s hottest band 


THE MUDHENS 


Your ticket includes: 
Split Champagne, Party Favors & Balloon Drop at Midnight 
Tix on sale at www.harpersferryboston.com, Ticket City and at the Club 


Call for details. This event is 21* . 


~ 


aia a ye 7 WY f > \ 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT HARPERS FERRY OR 


CHARGE BY PHONE TICKET CITY IN ALLSTON © 787-2370 
OR CHARGE TIX ONLINE AT OUR WEBSITE WWW .HARPERSFERRYBOSTON.COM 


Place your ForSale 
Classified ad for less 
than $10. 


617-859-3300 


BOOKS, from page 16 


For Donner: Hello to the Cannibals 
(HarperCollins, 2002; 661 pages, 
$27.95), by Richard Bausch 
Not to be critical, but when you name a 
reindeer after the pioneers who ended up 
eating each other in the mountains, you 
can’t be too surprised that Donner is fasci- 
nated with creepy subject 
RICHARD matter. I'm hoping that 
BAUSCH Hello to the Cannibals will 
+i ) satisfy his craving for that 
HELLO ~ sort of thing while dealing 
with flesh-eating only in 
18 passing. A novel spanning 
the lives of two women 
100 years apart, it’s the 
story of college dropout 
Lily, who has married perhaps too quickly, 
and finds comfort in being a playwright. Lily 
becomes obsessed with Mary Kingsley, a fa- 
mous 19th-century explorer who hated the 
confines of Victorian society so much that 
she traveled alone to the wilds of West Africa 


CANNIBALS 


just to get away. Mary's adventures do in- 
deed involve cannibals, but Lily’s drunken 
in-laws are just as scary, if you ask me. It’s a 
good long read, which I hope will keep Don- 
ner focused more on fine literature (and less 
on his serial-killer trading cards). 


For Blitzen: Six Days of War: June 1967 
and the Making of the Modern Middle 
East (Oxford University Press, 2002; 512 
pages, $30), by Michael B. Oren 


If | hear one more word 
SIX DAYS 
of WAR 


JURE 1967 AND THE BARING DF 
TRE MODERN MIDBLE CAST 


OCHRE, B. UREN 


ol war strategy from 
Blitzen, I’m posting a help- 
wanted ad for a new rein- 
deer. Really, having a mili- 
tary enthusiast on our 
squad gets on my nerves, 
but he does pull his weight, 
so a gift is in order. Six 
Days of War chronicles the 
difficult circumstances sur- 
rounding Israel’s occupation of the West 
Bank. Fear of Egypt, Syria, and Jordan played 
a role, and conflicting intentions had as much 
to do with the outcome as sound military poli- 
cy, according to this book. Not everyone 
would agree with author Michael Oren’s view 
that there was no enduring anti-Palestinian 
plan at the heart of the initial action. But even 
Oren says that, in the end, “Israel was still in- 
capable of imposing the peace it craved.” 
Maybe that will give Blitzen pause. If not, at 
least it will give him something to think about 
during the dark nights ahead. 


For Comet: Seeing in the Dark: How 
Backyard Stargazers Are Probing Deep 
Space and Guarding Earth from Inter- 
planetary Peril (Simon & Schuster, 2002; 
379 pages, $26), by Timothy Ferris 
Our little stargazer, 
Comet, is going to do furry 
little back flips when she 
sees this. Science writer 
Timothy Ferris has written 
accounts of amateur as- 
tronomers for people just 
like Comet. Seeing in the 
BHY FERRI Dark is full of stranger- 
than-fiction stories of how 
ordinary people obsessed with the night sky 
keep making discoveries — from asteroids to 
changes on the moon. My favorite story is 
about an aging Texas housewife who turns to 
astronomy when her children are raised and 
gone. She not only makes a discovery or two 
but ends up founding an observatory. (Comet 
will be so jealous!) There's also a glossary of 
terms and a handy guide for reading the sky, 
which may be a bad idea — you know how 
distractible Comet is when she flies. But we'll 
just have to get her blinders for Christmas Eve 
and let her enjoy herself the rest of the year. 


For Cupid: The Winter Queen 

(Houghton Mifflin, 2002; 307 pages, 

$25), by Jane Stevenson 
When you love romances as much as Cupid 


eters ! nard to tind a nove! tat esn 


old ground. I’m thinking Winter 


seem lO Cove 
Queen is a tresh enough tale to make an im 


pression. Elizabeth of Bohemia, sister to the 


king of England, meets Pelagius, an ex-slave 


Yoruban prince who is also a seer, and turns to 
him to see what will become of her children. 
Because of the unusual nature of such a match 
in 17th-century Amsterdam, 
where the novel is set, the 
couple conducts its love af- 
fair and eventual marriage in 
utter secrecy. (If Cupid tries 
to research this herself, 
there’s no historical record 
that any of it actually hap- 
pened — but, then, interra- 
cial romance wasn’t really 
making the papers in those days.) Rendered in 
dense period detail, it’s like Danielle Steel 
written by a PhD — Cupid will swoon and 
feel smart all at once. 


For Prancer: Dressing the Man: The Art of 
Permanent Fashion (HarperCollins, 2002; 
307 pages, $49.95), by Alan J. Flusser 

Thank God Prancer’s out of the closet. No 
more rolling our eyes when he claims his in- 
terest in Madonna is academic. And he can 
stop “accidentally” ending up yoked to 
Dancer. But now we have to do something 
about his attire, a crime against gay reindeer 
everywhere (that rainbow collar and bell set 

| shudder). Fashion 

designer, costumer, and 
writer Alan Flusser gives 
great tips in Dressing the 
Man. Though intended 
for male humans, of 
course, | think his Cary 
Grant—worthy sugges- 
tions — dress for your 
own physical trademarks, 
not trends — are eminently practical. And his 
step-by-step guide should help Prancer look 
as fabulous as he feels, and save him from an- 
other embarrassing year in the People Worst- 
Dressed Holiday Icons issue 


For Vixen: Hell Hath No Fury: Women’s 

Letters from the End of the Affair (Car- 

roll & Graf, 2002; 432 pages, $24), by 

Anna Holmes (editor) and Francine Prose 
Poor Vixen. I can’t imagine why she ever 

thought things with Blitzen would last. | mean, 

he’s always had his eye on Cupid — it was 

just a matter of time. Hell Hath No Fury may 

not fix her broken heart, but she’s sure to take 

some comfort in these letters from women 

who were also done wrong by their men. From 

Monica Lewinsky’s e-mail 

to President Clinton (sure, 

it’s personal, but it’s no blue 

dress, right?) to the pre-ax 

words of Anne Boleyn (who | 

had the misfortune not to 

bear a son while married to 

Henry the VIII), these mis- 

sives cover just about every- 

thing poor Vixen is feeling. 

We might suggest she not 

take it too far — Sylvia Plath and Virginia 

Woolf are in here too, and they went patently 

in the wrong direction with their woes — but 

if misery loves company, at least Vixen won't 


feel alone. 


For Rudolph: The Muse in the Bottle: 
Great Writers on the Joy of Drinking 
(Citadel Press, 2002; 224 pages, $15.95), 
by Charles A. Coulombe 
Well, I know, you’re a little reluctant to en- 
courage me to drink even more, but you know 
I’m a reindeer of my word: absolutely not a 
drop till after the last gift is delivered. (Besides, 
reindeer don’t let reindeer fly drunk.) And 
when I’ve done my part, you can reward me 
with The Muse in the Bottle, a killer little col- 
lection of what famous writers have written 
and said about liquid pursuits. From ancient 
Petrenius to Ray Brad- 
bury, with stops in be- 
tween for Dickens and 
Twain, these are my 
peeps — great men and 
drinkers who under- 
stand the civilized 
pleasures of the right 
beverage. And before 
you get all sanctimonious, let me remind you: 


it’s my red nose you hired me for e 


David Valdes Greenwood can be reached 
at mambobean@aol.com 





Moving | & Boston's Biggest @ 
Look for a soon? | Christmas Tree Center! 


THE LARGEST SELECTION IN BOSTON 


jo is o n t n e Place a TREES STARTING AT $15.00 


. ForSale WREATHS & STANDS AVAILABLE 
train. Classified ad tor ALL SIZES AVAILABLE 
less than $10. NO SPECIAL ORDERS REQUIRED 


DARTMOUTH STREET 
257 NORTHAMPTON STREET 
ne BOSTON ° 617-347-8933 


(ACROSS FROM BOB THE CHEF'S 
case {| sor |i A BETWEEN TREMONT AND COLUMBUS 
617-859-3300 : , PARALLEL TO MASS AVE) 


9AM-TIPM ¢ 7 DAYS A WEEK 


et er: DECEMBER 10-30 
© S Holiday Pops concerts conducted by Keith Lockhart and Bruce Hangen 


Seats still available for the following performances: 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12 
1pm TV dress rehearsal 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 3pm 


Sponsored by Marsh 


Melo) 4 ie) g a ; MONDAY, DECEMBER 16 - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 
3pm 


job Ta the SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 


11am 
~ q 
office. oo THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26 - MONDAY, DECEMBER 30 


3pm, 7:30pm 


Tickets: $21-$99 

(617) 266-1200 » www.bso.org 

For groups of 25 or more, call (617) 638-9387. 

For services, ticketing, and information for persons Holiday Pops 
with disabilities call (617) 638-9431. sponsored in 
& 5 TDD/TTY (617) 638-9289 part by 


ALL PROGRAMS AND ARTISTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Coy Tey 





2 GUIDE TO THE SEASON 


ACE IT: FOR many of us, the holidays are about the food. 


Gifts are unpredictable — oh thanks, the sweater’s so, um, 


green — and relatives can pack as much drama into one day 


: , , . : > 
as a Mexican soap opera works into an entire season. But food, glori- d| 


ous food, is what gets us by, filling the awkward pauses in conver- 


sation with lip-smacking noises, giving us something to praise and 


agree upon. And it’s more than that: food crowns the day, with all 


the year’s best laid out to make us feel like kings and queens. 


While that’s all terrific and terribly moving, what if you don’t 


cook? Or if you do cook but live in one of those tiny North End 


apartments with kitchens the size of French green beans, and you 


know better than to attempt serious meal preparation there? Or per- 


haps you simply like the idea of someone else doing the dirty work 


— making the meal so you don’t have to, and serving it up 


like a treasure. 


For those who will skip throwing big holiday affairs but 


would still like to celebrate the season with fine food and 


drink, the area offers a sleighful of options. Below, you’ll find 


cocktails, appetizers, entrées, and desserts worth adding to 


your holiday list, from 10 restaurants around New England 


known for menus that make diners merry. Each restaurant 


was chosen for a particular dish that invokes some festive ele- 


ment of the season found in a popular holiday song, with a bit of 


lore for good measure. 


So make a new holiday tradition. Stow away the KitchenAid, 


leave the Calphalon in the drying rack, and put on your best 


dining-out duds. Then head to one of these restaurants for a 


supper worth singing for. 


“Santa Claus Is Coming to Town” 


With little tin horns and little toy 
drums, 

rooty toot toots and rummy tum tums, 

Santa Claus is coming to town . 


No wonder Santa’s tummy is rummy — rum 
spans the globe as a must-use holiday ingre- 
dient in cultures that celebrate Christmas. 
Rum cakes and rum balls are parts of Ameri- 
cana; Nesselrode pudding, flavored with 
rum, adorns tables in Russia; and in the 
sunny Virgin Isles, spiced rum is served with 
guava. And no rum concoction is as inextri- 
cably linked to the holiday as eggnog, which 


began as grog made with wine, but mor- 
phed into rum-laden nog in Colonial times. 

It might be hard to find eggnog on local 
restaurant menus, but you certainly can find 
rum. And no bar serves it up quite like Bom- 
boa (35 Stanhope Street, Boston, 617-236- 
6363), the French-Brazilian restaurant on 
the edge of the South End. With its zebra 
banquettes, Bomboa feels more like Carni- 
vale than Christmas, as befits a chef (Felino 
Samson) who spent nine years in the fashion 
industry before stepping into his whites. 

As if to match the bold room, Samson’s 
cuisine favors big flavors, and the cocktails 


See SONGS, page 25 
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Let The Phoenix 
find you a 
new roommate. 
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~~ 4196 BOYLSTON ST. BOSTON 
bastharterbhion (617) 880.2400, Groups (617) 482-8616, www.broadwayinboston.com 
OCT INAE! "y 01 & WILBUR THEATRE BOX OFFICES 7.2 4 


* cru 


GUT CERTIEIGC ATES AVAILABLE | ORIGINAL CAST RECORDING IN STORES NOW! 

























ig : a * oa 
| FBTR P| aed is 
a ee tne 











nH THE il 
617-859-3300 
95% FIND A 


ROOMMATE 
IN 2-3 WEEKS 


> 8 









Check out the best local 
MP3s in Boston. 


apnea 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 















The best route to success is through 


Quinnipiac University. 


















Our location in Hamden, Connecticut, halfway between New York City and 
Boston, plac es us at the center of the Northeast’s most dynamic corporate and 
health care corridor. Our clinics in health law and tax prepare oul students 
with real-world experience before they graduate. Add a nationally rec ognized 
fac ulty partic ularly in our spec ialty areas ol dispute resolution and health law 
and you vé got a great law s« hool that's taking its students plac es inc luding major 
metropolitan areas such as New York, Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia, Atlanta, 
Los Angeles, and Washington, D.C 
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UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF LAW 


http: Aaw.quinnipiac edu 
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extraordinary” 


Office of ContinuingtProfessional Education 


- Milton Glaser 
The Art Institute of Boston at Lesley University 
700 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02215-2598 


* 








Graphic Design, Web Design, Drawing, 
Artist Writing Series, Photography, 
Marketing for Artists...and more. 


Call us to register at 617 585 6724 
Or visit www.aiboston.edu/EXTRA 


< For additional day courses in the arts 



















Holly Fair 


Cambridge’s Oldest Crafts Fair 
Holiday Shopping 

Ornaments 

Stocking Stuffers 

Hot Fragrant Wassail 
Handmade Cards & Jewelry 
Good Things to Eat 

Baked Goods 
Santa Claus 
White Elephant Stuff 


Over 50 Juried Vendors... 


Saturday, 12/14 
& Sunday, 12/15 


Supports CCAE’s Scholarship Fund 


For more details or a CCAE Catalog 


617.547.6789 x1 
www.ccae.org 
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Cambridge Center 
for Adult Education 





VV: specialize in one thing—preparing 
people for professional careers in 
technology. Because we have kept this focus for 
almost a century, Wentworth is highly respected 
by industry leaders throughout the northeast. 

Like you, Wentworth lives in the real world. 
Our faculty of practicing professionals are 
familiar with the latest technologies and trends. 
Our hands-on curriculum prepares 
you to be a versatile and savvy professional. 
Wentworth gives you the skills to be both a 
leader and an innovator. 

With hands-on learning, experienced faculty, 
great reputation, cutting-edge information and a 
supportive community, Wentworth prepares you 
for the technology 
of tomorrow. 


Bachelor of Science Degree Programs In 


Computer Information Systems 
Construction Management 

Design Engineering (Mech. Concentration) 
Electronic Systems Engineering Tech. 

¢ Project Management 


Certificate Programs 
¢ Professional Land Surveying 
* Professional Web Development 


Wentworth 


Institute of Technology 


Professional and Continuing Studies 


Online at www.wit.edu/dpcs 
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ta preser 
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. t ‘ M Ave, | 

Saturday, December 14 + 8 pm 
t S. . 6 Wash ton St. W. Newt 
Sunday, December 15 + 8 pm 

Chur / Covenant - 67 Newbury Street, B 
Wednesday, December 18 + 8 pm 
Telephone Charge (617) 262-2092 


Ticket order form & info at 
www. bostoncamerata.org 


Tickets $40/$35/$25* 


*$25 tickets not available for 12/7 concert 
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Ken Johnson, Project Manager 
MASSPORT, Boston, MA 


Bachelor of Science, Civil Engineering Tech. 1981 
Wentworth Instructor, Architecture and Const 








“T always try to deliver 
marketable skills that 
students can capitalize on 
now in any interview, in 
any review. What I teach will 
help them break into a field 
or get to the next level.” 











Spring Classes Begin 
January 11, 2003 


information Sessions 
January 8th @ 6 pm 


Call 1-617-989-4300 


Take the "T" - Green Line MFA Stop 
or Orange Line Ruggles Station. 
Free On Campus Parking 
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are similarly larger-than-life. The rummiest 
of these wonders is the Stumbling Islander. 
This concoction is for people who like their 
liquor: it blends what Bomboa describes as 
“the Best Three Rums of the Caribbean” 
with tropical juices. Its price is steep — $8 a 
pop — but you won’t need two: one’ll be 
enough to have you under the table (or the 
tree, as the case may be) 


“The HanukKah Song” 





So drink your gin and tonica 

But don’t smoke marijuanica 

If you really, really wannika 

Have a happy happy happy happy 
Hanukkah 


Not everyone loves Adam Sandler’s 
Hanukkah song, but it’s certainly taken on a 
life of its own, including inspiring his current 
full-length animated feature, Eight Crazy 
Nights. And it may be the only holiday song 
ever to invoke a little weed, but we didn’t 
find that item on even the merriest menu in 
Boston this year. Instead, consider the drink 
of choice in Sandler’s ditty: a gin and tonic, 
which may be more suburban than authenti- 
cally Jewish per se. But culturally attuned gin 
drinkers may indeed savor their tradition as 
they imbibe; Barkan Wine Cellars, the largest 
and most modern distillery in Israel, makes 
its own stock gin, which it exports around 
the world (along with its various wines). We 
at the Phoenix, of course, encourage con 
sumption in moderation, so as to avoid the 
kind of gin frenzy (and ensuing public ine- 
briety) that possessed England in the 1700s 
and became known as the “gin epidemic.” 
Sandler’s song simply celebrates a little in- 
dulgence for good cheer’s sake. To take him 
up on his instructions — with a twist, of 
course — head to Cambridge's coolest 
neighborhood watering hole, the B-Side 
Lounge (92 Hampshire Street, Cambridge, 





617-354-0766), which boasts 75 years of 
history in various incarnations, and a 
rockin’, modern laid-back staff. A number of 
gin combos grace the cocktail menu, includ- 
ing the Aviation ($6.50), a beverage extrava- 
ganza that begins with gin, but also includes 
maraschino liqueur and fresh-squeezed 
lemon juice. We’re not sure what any of 
those ingredients has to do with the drink’s 
name, but you might well be flying after you 


toss back one or two of these babies 


“Away in a Manger” 





Away in a manger, no crib for his bed 

The little lord Jesus lay down his 
sweet head 

The stars in the bright sky looked 
down where he lay 

The little lord Jesus asleep on the hay 


Restaurant trends come and go, and cutesy 
terms enjoy their moment of vogue. We're 
just beginning to emerge from the era of 
“hay,” “straw,” “nest,” and “bed,” terms 
that often referred to a.mound of starches 
that had been shredded or thinly sliced 
and then fried and baked. Potatoes, plan 
tains, yucca — each became a fanciful 
mound in the hands of inventive chefs. 

But the humble sweet potato was largely 
ignored. Despite its embrace in other parts 
of the world from Hawaii, where it’s 
prepared with macadamia nuts, to New 
Zealand, where it’s beloved as “kumara,” it 
has never enjoyed a high profile in these 
parts. Lacking the of-the-moment pan- 
Latin cachet of plantains or the general ac 
ceptability of white or gold potatoes, these 
meaty gems show up on vastly fewer 
menus, at least until holiday time, when a 
few brave restaurants roll out sweet pota 
toes in their icky orange-glazed form as a 
side dish. 

Thank God for Southern restaurants 
like Magnolia’s (1193 Cambridge Street, 


Ream sec melmsrinnicetts 


BB Wolf's 


New World BBQ & Bar 


Stop By & Try Our New Menu 


Little Plates $5 - $9 © Big Plates $9 - $14 


Cambridge, 617-576-1971) in Inman 
Square. Chef John Silberman received his 
culinary training in New Orleans (includ 
ing at 
makes a mean hay mow of delectable 
crispy sweet-potato strings ($3.95), the 
kind of ethereal preparation that brings to 


mind good Belgian frites. Topped with 


crumbled Maytag blue cheese to offset the 





natural sweetness, they're more flavorful 
than just about any other carb you could 
And the fact that 

they’re on so few menus makes them all 





possib \ load up on 


the sweeter here 


of inquiry are welcomed. Students are asked to test 
the ideas presented in their personal experience, which is valued above 
theoretical learning. No prior knowledge of the subject is 
necessary. The course is for all, regardless of education, 
age, race, political or religious beliefs. 
Meditation is offered in subsequent courses. 


Place 


he famed Commander's Palace). He 


PRACTICAL PHILOSOPHY 


THE LOVE AND APPLICATION OF WISDOM 


There has never been a greater need for Practical Philosophy 
This ten-week introductory course draws on philosophies 
from east and west to provide a refreshing and useful approach 

to the challenges of our age. 

The course is based on a philosophy that Man in truth is limitless 
and that there is a unity underlying the apparent diversity in 
our daily lives. This approach leads to greater wisdom, confidence 
and happiness. 

This course is practical, not academic. Discussion and a spirit 


WINTER TERM BEGINS THE WEEK OF JANUARY 13 
CAMBRIDGE: Wednesdays, Friends’ Meeting house, opposite 105 Brattle St. 
WALTHAM: Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 28 Worcester Lane 
TIME: Classes meet 7:00-9:30 pm. FEE: $145 (full-time students $75) 
Register by phone or on site at 6:30 pm first evening. 
For information: call 800-423-4553 or visit www.philosophyFoundation.org 


THE PHILOSOPHY FOUNDATION 


our ForSale Classified 
ad for less than $10. 


617-859-3300 
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“Blue Christmas” 





you'll be doing alright 
With your Christmas of 


But I'll have a blue 


M hrite 


blue Christmas 


In 1890, Godey’s Lady's Book, the 
women’s magazine, offered an elaborate 
Christmas menu, which served as a model fot 
the better families in Victorian London. Top 
ping the list, an American export: Blue Point 

r Blue Point 


English 


oysters. Originally named fi 


See SONGS, page 26 
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SONGS, from page 25 
Long Island, where they were discovered, 
these tasty mollusks were also found along 
the Atlantic Coast up to Canada; once the 
elite of Quebec developed a taste for them, 
they became all the rage in France as well 
From there it wasn’t long before Londoners 
adopted them as must-have menu items 

If you’re going to féte the holiday in such 
grand old style, you most certainly want your 
surroundings to match. That’s why you'll 
choose Maison Robert (45 School Street, 
Boston, 617-227-3370), located in Boston’s 
Old City Hall, a grand old period building 
that practically begs for a top hat and tails. 
For 30 years, the Robert family has served 
classic French cuisine with innovative flour- 
ishes. Jacky Robert, who trained at Maxim's 
of Paris, helmed the kitchen for years, but 
today it’s a Georgia native, Ken Duckworth, 
handling the oysters in this grand palace of 
cuisine. And Duckworth is a man to be trust- 
ed with seafood: he’s a National Geographic 
Society traveler, whose previous stints as chef 
were on an island and on the coast of Florida. 
He serves up elegant Auitres Point Bleu sur 
glace et mignonette au verjus. (Yes, that’s in 
French, but would you expect any less at a 
classic establishment like this?) What that 
means is six Blue Point oysters, served on ice 
($11) with a tangy, acidic verjus sauce, which 
makes for a bracing mouthful — oysters not 
being something you can nibble, after all. The 
kind of flavor that energizes the palate and 
wakes up the senses, Blue Points are the per 
fect cure for the holiday blues. 


“Its Kwanzaa Time” 





The first fruits mean Kwanzaa 
We'll say the Nguzo Saba 
From Umoja to Imani 

Love! Joy! And Harmony! 


In the United States, it’s hard to imagine 
celebrating the holiday season as a harvest 
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out on Christmas Day 


INDING A RESTAURANT open on Christmas Day is notoriously hard. You can go to your 

neighborhood Chinese restaurant (unless it closes, too), but what if you want a really nice 
holiday meal that you don’t have to cook yourself? Check in with local hotels — holiday travel- 
ers have to eat something, right? While not all hotels keep their restaurants open, some go all 


out. Here are two that will make your spirits bright. 

This year, the Boston Harbor Hotel (Rowes Wharf, Boston, 617-439-7000) is positioning 
itself as the Mother of All Holiday Dining. intrigue Café will be serving holiday teas. The At- 
lantic Room will offer a Christmas Day brunch for $65. And the new Meritage restaurant, with 
chef Daniel Bruce at the heim, will celebrate in style twice, offering five-course prix fixe din- 
ners ($85), once on Christmas Eve and again on Christmas Day. The view of the harbor 
alone makes it a memorable locale for your holiday, without the pressure of having to cook 


for yourself. 


At Fifteen Beacon (15 Beacon Street, Boston, 617-670-2515), the Federalist's Christmas 
menu is something of a Victorian dream: roasted-chestnut soup, Christmas goose, pheasant 
under brick, and cinnamon-Armagnac-plum torte. Chef David Daniels's food can be paired 


with wine from the 21,000-bottie wine cellar. And it's all served in a formally elegant dining 
room on Beacon Hill, which lends the entire affair a dreamy period charm. 


time. What with the short days, long nights, 
and bitter cold, we tend of think of this sea- 
son the way much of Europe did: a time to 
long for the return of light, hoping to sur- 


vive the winter on our way to spring. But for 


fully half the world, it’s a time of warm 
weather, blooming gardens, and thankful 
ness for the bounty of the earth 

It’s one of those regions that shines at the 
heart of a distinctly American tradition, 
Kwanzaa celebrates the culture of people 
who trace their heritage all the way back to 
Africa, and its rituals highlight the gifts of 
the earth. One element of the seven-day cel- 
ebration is mazao, which represents the har 
vest of the “first fruit.” Mazao praises the 


labor of a community to produce its own 

food; but since many urban dwellers can’t 
bring their own harvest to the table, most 

celebrants adorn their Kwanzaa mats with 
fresh vegetables and fruits. 

For a taste of mazao that reflects the vi- 
brant African-American culture of the Ameri- 
can South, settle into a seat at Rouge (480 
Columbus Avenue, Boston, 617-867-0600). 
The newest venture from Gretchen and Andy 
Husbands, owners of Tremont 647 and Sister 
Sorel, Rouge offers a bar and dining room 
featuring Southern-inspired treats, including 
fried green tomatoes ($9). Chef Salvatore 
Fristensky serves his with celeriac slaw, ré- 
moulade, and Maine crabmeat, and these 





orbs of beauty yield a juicy burst of summer 
even in the dead of winter cold. Their sunny 
disposition is a cheering way to celebrate tra- 
ditions both recent and ancient. 





“Little Drummer Boy” 








Mary nodded, 

The ox and lamb kept time 
I played my drum for him 
I played my best for him 
Pa-rum-pa-pum-pum 


Several years ago, Americans were enchanted 
by the food climax of the movie Big Night: 
the serving of a timpano, a drum-shaped 
(and, for that matter, drum-size) concoction 
with macaroni walls and just about everything 
you can imagine spilling out of the center. 
The movie’s timpano was a rendition of the 
more common Italian timballo, a kettle-like 
creation of pasta or rice and filling, which 
draws its name from the timbale drum. 

You might not recognize the word timbale, 
but you've certainly seen them in action. 
From the flying hands of Tito Puente to the 
marching bands in the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day parade, the shallow, metal-rimmed 
drums have been part of our musical land- 
scape. More recently, the term “timbale” has 
become a staple on restaurant menus to de- 
scribe small, individually molded dishes that 
sit like little drums of flavor on your plate. 

Icarus (3 Appleton Street, Boston, 617-426- 
1790) not only offers a timbale, but lamb that 
keeps time as well. Chris Douglass has been 
turning out lovely meals in the two-level space 
for almost 20 years now, so he has elegant pair- 
ings down to a science. In this case it’s a pan- 
roasted lamb loin with eggplant timbale ($32). 
The earthy moistness of the eggplant is balanced 
by the red-pepper crostini that accompany the 
dish. And if you don’t mind substituting the 
sparkling music of a piano for the rum-pa- 


See SONGS, page 30 
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TICKETS 


‘Rolling Stones 
‘One Last Time 
'1/12/03 Fleet Center 


‘Mighty Mighty 
'Bosstones 


: Bon Jovi - Yanni - Producers - Mamma Mia - Coldplay - Moby - New Found Glory - Indigo Girls 


Patriots « Bruins « Celtics 


BUY ONLINE: ACETICKET.COM 
1-800-MYSEATS + 617-734-6666 


Order by Phone/Online - Credit Cards accepted 
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HARVEST Co-op Markets 





Experience the “co-op difference” at your locally-owned 
and managed Harvest Co-op Markets. 


@ The Phoenix says, shopping at “politically committed... 


Harvest Co-op... is a virtue!” 


@ Everyone can shop—and anyone can join as a member, 


but it’s not required! 
®@ Great Gifts! Ask about our personalized gift baskets. Pick out 


exactly what you want! Rich cheeses, gourmet goodies, festive 


wines, decadent chocolates, luxurious bubble baths, candies... 


@ Equal Exchange Fair Trade coffee, cocoa and tea—a fair 


price goes to the farmer and family. 
@ Ecofish, premium quality, environmentally responsible 
seafood, preserving healthy fisheries. 


@ River Rock Farms beef, dry aged, local, no hormones or 


antibiotics, the most tender and succulent beef available. 


™ Choose from”our exciting selection of wines to fit any 


budget, and fine champagnes like Veuve Clicquot and 
Perrier Jouet. Explore the selection of top micro-brew 
beers. 


@ Harvest Gift Certificates available at the customer 


service desk. 


™@ Come on in and discover the Co-op—we offer a unique 


selection and wide variety of products, you'll be glad you did! 


Now on Special at HARVEST: 





grocery e dairy ° frozen 


Robert’s Gourmet Booty, a delicious puffed corn 


and rice snack, three flavors, 4-5 0z. .............. $1.49/ea 
Pistachios or shelled walnuts .................... $2.99lb 
Ig ios VS o's niece dedi wvinte ey 0 eae $3.99lb 
Colavita extra virgin olive oil, one liter ............... $7.99 
Ben & Jerry’s ice cream pints ................... $1.99/ea 








wine & beer 


A Wine Spectator “Best Buy”, 
Tortoise Creek Winery, 750 mi, ..... $5.99/ea 


5 Fok Chardonnay-Viognier 
OL SS Merlot-Cabernet 
ie Syrah-Mourvedre 


Harpoon Winter Warmer — full bodied ale with a hint of 
cinnamon and nutmeg for the holiday season, 6pk .$5.99+dep 


“The tortoise 
always wins.” 














'Harvest’s own deli and cheese 


Ask for a sample at our Deli 

In-store baked ham, sliced or whole ............... $4.99/Ib 
The recipient of the coveted “Ed’s Award”: 

Harvest’s Own Lasagna, traditional or veggie 
NEI 9 ok wiesd'b ov a's Sive s 9 als bce cee eas $4.99/Ib 
Tour De Marze Brie — Half price holiday special! 

By the piece or whole wheel ................ Wow! $3.99/Ib 
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‘meat * seafood — 


USDA Choice Standing Prime Rib Roast ........... $5.99/Ib 
Black Tiger Shrimp, raw 
EEA EE ee ne ee SPL ee $6.99/Ib 
ah aioe Sale ck ole kaos Any eine dl $9.99/Ib 








| Shrimp Ring — 24 large cooked shrimp with cocktail sauce$6.99 


| Large Shrimp Platters assembled to your preference at similar 
savings! 
Br SR ONS NT RANTES IO 


bulk coffee Ries. sai 


Equal Exchange Fairly Traded Gourmet Coffee 
Organic Love Buzz, smooth, sultry and sweet 
with an unexpected bite and a lasting finish ........ $ 4.99/Ib 
















Café Salvador, velvety smooth with a hint of caramel . .$ 4.99/lb 











‘fresh produce 







Organic Haas Avocados ...................... 
Organic baby peeled carrots, ilbbag................ 
ET AG A a ar 
rere LTO GPOON PORES «0... cece eens 
Royal Gala Apples 
EEE SS PO ee ee eee 

















Sale prices last through December 24 


AL: 


CO-OP MARKETS 


581 MASS AVENUE, CENTRAL SQUARE, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 © 617-661-1580 
57 SOUTH STREET, JAMAICA PLAIN, MA 02130 © 617-524-1667 
WWW.HARVESTCOOP.COM 


supplements & personal care 


All New Chapter brand supplements .............. 25% off! 
Country Life Vitamin C, 500mg, vegetarian 
time-release, 100 count. Buy one get one free! ....... $10.99 



































Ring in the New Year! 






Pool, dancing, DJ, buffet, a champagne toast, party 
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9 pm to 1 am for just $125 per table of 4* 
or $35 per person (6 person maximum) 21+ only 





Come and have a blast as we countdown to 2003. 
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Bill Bregoli, WESTWOOD J 


“MORE THAN JUST A GREAT ‘STAR TREK iM= 
IT’S JUST A GREAT FILM!” 


rk S. Allen, KMAX-TV/UPN, Sacramento 


“PROBABLY THE BEST TREK 
FILM YET, AND IT’S NOT 
JUST FO THE FNS.” 

“SPELLBINDING, AMAZING, 
AND FLANLSS.” 

“ONE HECK OF A THRILLING 
RIDE THAT WILL KEEP YOU 
ON THE EGE OF YOUR SEAT 

“A NEW FRONTIER IN 
ACTION MOVIES. BRILLIANT!” 


Liam Mayciem, KRON-TV/IND, San Francisco 


“GREAT ACTION SEQUENCES!” 


Katie O’Grady, KPTV-TV/ABC, Portiand 


“A TREMENDOUS CHRISTMAS TREAT.” 


Audrey Berard, RADIOSCOP 


AAGTION, INTENSITY AND LOADS OF FUN 


rar q?wRekK = 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES pseu a RICK HAMA PRODUCTION TTR nf EEE” aT SENET /OUTHA an nt mE LEVAR BURTON MICHAEL DORN 
GATES McFADDEN MARINA SIRTIS ““SyJERRY bOLOSM manos MARTY HORNSTEIN “er crencoey GENE RODDENBERAY °“Sy JOHN LOGAN s RICK BERMAN « BRENT SPINER 
PS Asirnsenrs sre araseety earns Pet READ THE POCKET BOOK SCREEN VOHN LOGAN Peau 2Fir\ BERMAN mE TTHART BAIRD GD. 


pria 
SCT ACTION WOLENCE& PERIL EA SCENE OF SEXUAL CONTENT SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE StarTrek.com 


For ee reasons, go to www.filmratings.com. ON VARESE SARABANDE CDs 
PLAY THE LATEST ACTIVISION “STAR TREK” GAME, STARFLEET COMMAND 3 
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pum-pum of a drum, dine at Icarus on Friday 
nights for live jazz by Mark Kross. 


“Do You Hear What I Hear?” 





Ringing through the sky, 
Shepherd Boy, 
Do you hear what I hear? 
1 song, a song, high above the tree, 
With a voice a big as the sea 


Seafood is at the very heart of one of the 
most beloved Italian traditions: the feast of 
seven fishes for Christmas Eve. The tradition 
specifies that dinner on Christmas Eve should 
be meatless, and by Catholic logic that prohi- 
bition does not include seafood. The seven 
dishes may vary from region to region; you 
might find a menu that spans baccala, cala- 
mari, eel, smelt, and shrimp. 

Italy, of course, is a coastal country, which 
allows such a tradition to partake of the best 
ingredients. One of the great joys of living in 
New England is our own coast and its ample 
supplies of fresh seafood. Raphael Conte, 
owner of Raphael Bar-Risto (1 Union Sta- 
tion, Providence, Rhode Island, 401-421 - 
4646), not only specializes in Italian prepara- 
tions of fish, he frequently takes to the sea to 
reel in his dishes. Cruising off the waters of 
Rhode Island, he’s an avid fisherman as well 
as an award-winning chef. 

One of Conte’s signature dishes does in- 
deed speak with a voice as big as the sea. A 
confident dish that reflects both his study 
with his grandmother in his ancestral home 
of Naples and the experience of opening five 
acclaimed Italian eateries, Conte’s lobster fra 
diavolo (market price) makes quite an im- 
pression. The lobster meat is served out of 
the shell, with littleneck clams, and the two 
distinct ocean flavors — one sweet, one briny 
— are made harmonious on a plate of pasta 
with a flavorful but not overwhelming red di- 
avolo sauce. It took only two fish for this dish 
to become a tradition with Providence diners, 
who have made it a most-requested item. 





“Oh, HanukKah’" 





Let's have a party, we'll all dance 
the hora. 

Gather round the table, we'll give 
you a treat. 

Sevivon to play with, latkes to eat. 


For many Jews, the aroma of latkes cooking 
at holiday time is akin to Proust's 
madeleines, a transporting experience. The 
word latke actually means “pancake” in Yid- 
dish and used to encompass any small, disk- 
shaped fried cake of shredded vegetables. It 
wasn’t until the 17th century that potatoes 
became the traditional ingredient, and it 
wasn’t the vegetable itself that related the 
dish to the holidays: it’s the oil in which 
latkes are fried that carries the meaning. 
The oil represents the cleansing of the Tem- 
ple of Jerusalem after it was liberated from 
the Syrians in 165 BC. 

As well-known to Americans as the drei- 
del (or sevivon, as it is also called), latke 
variants are found widely on menus, from 
homespun American hash browns to the 
Swiss-originated rosti, which is a latke with- 
out matzo binding, served all year round. 
Perhaps because latkes are not an inherently 
glamorous dish, they’re difficult to find in an 
upscale restaurant (or perhaps Americans 
just can’t get enough mashed potatoes in- 
stead). 

Whatever the case, a drive north to Ken- 
nebunkport, Maine, yields a cousin to the 
latke that will both satisfy yearnings for its 
simplicity and reward the diner with a stun- 
ningly elegant presentation. White Barn Inn 
(37 Beach Avenue, Kennebunkport, Maine, 
207-967-2321), the only restaurant in 
Maine to earn the AAA Five- Diamond 
Award, serves beef tenderloin in Barolo ox- 
tail sauce on potato rosti. Accompanied by 
baby vegetables and horseradish, it’s like a 
celebrity chef took mom’s Hanukkah dinner 
up a notch. And the glamorous setting, all 
white linen and fine silver in restored 1860s 
barns, will make you feel so celebratory you 
won't even mind the tab for the four-course 
prix fixe meal ($81 per person, before tax, 
tip, and beverage). 
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You're a Mean One, Mr. Grinch 





You're as cuddly dg a cactus. 

You're as charming as an eel, 
Mr. Grinch, 

You're a bad banana with a 
grease-black peei 


Leave it to Dr. Seuss to prove that holi- 
day sentiment doesn’t have to be reveren- 
tial or sanctimonious. Long before the 
ending in which the Grinch gets into the 
spirit, children of all ages get to revel in his 
bad behavior and sour approach. That’s 
the genius of Springfield native Theodor 
Geisel, whose books have been translated 
into 18 languages (including Latin, la-di- 
da) and have sold more than 100 million 
copies, a testament to his combination of 
off-kilter humor and inventiveness. 

There’s very little hope of finding most of 
the Grinchian ingredients on local menus. 
Eel is generally reserved for sushi bars, and 
cactus is something you feed tourists in the 
Southwest. But bananas have a solid place 
inf holiday dining. Bananas Foster — which 
involves setting the dessert aflame — was 
the show-off dish of the ’70s, and, in this 
non-berry season, bananas appear in countless 
versions of fruit salad (the ever-present but 
somewhat unloved member of the holiday-dish 
family). The offering at Mantra (52 Temple 
Place, Boston, 617-542-8111) is 
caramelized bananas and black Mission 
figs, with cardamom ice cream and nuts 
($8). Pairing a European presentation of 
the bananas with the Eastern flavor of the 
cardamom yields the kind of intoxicating 
dish that has earned chef Thomas John 
praise from the likes of Food & Wine and 
Esquire magazines. 

The exotic diversity of his dishes reflects 
John’s personal story, which begins with a 
childhood spent on a farm in India — 
which has some unusual holiday traditions 
of its own. There, Christmas is celebrated 
with gusto as a secular holiday that in- 
volves carols, gifts, and decking the fili- 
greed halls. But while city dwellers may 
spring for potted spruce trees, rural citi- 
zens are more likely to decorate banana 





trees, elevating the fruit to a whole new 
place in the holiday pantheon. 


“We Wish You a Merry Christmas” 





Now bring us some figgy pudding 
And a cup of good cheer . 

We won't go until we get some 
So bring some out here! 


Mmm, mmm, suet. Yeah, baby, love those 
Brits with their inventive use of parts. Who 
else (okay, maybe the Scots) could have a 
beloved holiday pudding featuring a custard 
made with the white fat from the loin and kid- 
ney regions of farm animals? It may be worth 
singing about in England — or immortalizing 
in literature, thank you, Charles Dickens — 
but it’s not exactly surprising that your aver- 
age American has skipped that little tradition. 

Trust Gordon Hamersley of Hamersley’s 
Bistro (553 Tremont Street, Boston, 617- 
423-2700) to offer an enticing alternative. 
Hamersley is a master of blending regional 
dishes and traditional preparations with cre- 
ative, contemporary technique. With wife 
Fiona choosing the wine list and more than 
a decade’s experience in their South End lo- 
cation, the Hamersleys have carved a niche 
for their bistro as a true fine-dining spot, 
without any kind of stuffiness or pretension 
in the experience (check out their informal 
dress policy). So it’s a natural place to turn 
for a little reinvention of fig pudding that 
will strike a festive note without, er, slinging 
the suet. 

Here, you can sink your teeth into an 
apple-and-fig tart ($8.75), a combination 
that yields a subtle cousin to the earthy 
sweetness that old New Englanders sought 
from mincemeat (made either with venison 
or green tomatoes, raisins, and, yes, suet). 
No frightful images need come to mind re- 
garding this dish, which comes adorned 
with brandied caramel and sweetened 
whipped cream — and, God bless us all, 
no suet in sight. cd 


David Valdes Greenwood can be reached 
at mambobean@aol.com. 
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ESPECIALISTAS EN COMIDAS CRIOLLAS 
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the place to meet...and eat! 


Best Grill Cheese in Boston 
605 Centre St. Jamaica Plain, MA 
(617) 522-2223 


Hours of Operation 


STO Monday 
7:00am - 6:00pm 
Tuesday - Friday 
20) () ? 7:00am - 10:00pm 
Saturday 
8:30am - 10:00pm 
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9:00am - 6: 
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Pheenix 
617- IETHER 59-3300 
Find a band or find a bandmate. 
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THE CHOICES 


31 TOPPINGS, 9 SAUCES, 4 CRUSTS 
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182 MASS AVE, BOSTON 
617-450-0009 


holiday sale through 12.24.02 THE ART STORE 


TALC) MOLLOY ME CATLIN OUKOTATOLD 


photo albums $35.98 - $79.98 


the art store. landmark center boston 
corner of brookline ave. & fullerton st. next to fenway amc theatre 
617.247.3322 m-sat9-9 sun11-6 artstore.com 
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includes champagne Coast midnight, party favors anda free bufiet 
‘nights a week * 1667 Mass. Ave. Cambridge * 617-547-0759 
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Classified ad for less 
than $10. 
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T SEEMS LIKE the leaves have just 
barely started to fall, and already we're 
being bombarded with the message to 
GIVE. The Gap tells us to “give color” and 
“give stripes”; Macy’s says we should do 
nothing less than “give them the stars.” The 
actual act of giving has somehow been 
warped by all the hubbub; however reward 
ing it is to spend our hard-earned cash on 
gifts for our friends and loved ones, yielding 
to the commercialism of the holid 
year can leave us in danger of teelin 


empty. Not to mention the sc 


intentioned gifts that fall into that ited 
pile of things given away. ret 
(gasp!) re-gifted as soon as the i 


his year, spare your recipients the 
agony olf feigning excitement 
over a monogrammed 
turtleneck and give some 
thing that’s good for 
their consciences 
and yours 

A membership to 
WGBH, for instance, 
sends much-needed 
funds to public-tele- 
vision programming, 
and it entitles the 
holder to a host of dis- 
counts and special bene- 
fits. In addition to receiv- 
ing savings around town at 
places like the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Brookline Booksmith, and the 
Wang Center, members are kept in the loop 
about ’GBH events in the area and learning 
tours abroad. Plus, members get a discount 
at the online store,.so that uncle who's an 
Antiques Roadshow fan can get his videos at 
15 percent off. The station also currently of- 
fers a deal in which a new membership pur- 
chased online (main.wgbh.org/wgbh/shop/) 
qualifies you for an immediate 25 percent 
discount in the online 















































ree without lettin; 
the cat out of the bag 
Avoid the hassle by giv 
ing Arts/Boston gift cer- 
tificates instead. Available 
online (www.artsboston.org) 
or by calling the Arts/ Boston 
Holiday Hotline (617-262-8632, 
ext. 221), they can be used for any tickets 
sold at BosTix, the discount ticket booths in 
Copley Square and Faneuil Hall, or through 
the Arts/ Mail discount subscription. The 
certificates are sold in $10 denominations, 
and the money goes to Arts/ Boston, a non- 
profit that supports 165 dance, music, and 
theater groups in Boston. Like Little Kids 
Rock, Arts/ Boston seeks to fill the void left 
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shop — so you can score 
a membership as a gift 
and also snatch up some 
‘GBH paraphernalia for 
even more gifting for a 
good cause. For further 
information, call (617) 
300-5400. 

For the musician or 
music lover on your list, 
give the unique gift of a 
donation in his or her 
name to Little Kids Rock. 
This San Francisco—based 
organization was founded 
by Dave Wish, an elemen- 
tary-school teacher who 
was frustrated with the 
lack of adequate music 
education at his school. LKR arranges for 
the donation of instruments to schools, and 
for volunteers to teach children how to play 
them. The after-school program has caught 
the attention of Bonnie Raitt and B.B. King, 
who are honorary board members, and the 
Grateful Dead’s Rex Foundation recently 
awarded Little Kids Reck a $5000 grant. 
The programy has already been successful in 
the Bay Area, Los Angeles, Memphis, and 
New York, and it’s now set its sights on 
Boston. It’s planning to ‘work with First Act, 
an instrument manufacturer in Needham, to 
distribute instruments fo schools in the area. 
A donation comes with a letter of thanks and 
a copy of the organization’s latest CD, Little 
Kids Rock Coast-to-Coast, which includes 
songs written by students. Log on to.www 
littlekidsrock.org or call (510) 528-3673 or 
(973) 746-8248 for more information. 
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by a lack of school funding for the arts 
through a program called Tomorrow’s Audi- 
ences, which brings,inner-city children to the 
theater. Plus, its half-price ticket deals are 
some of the best bargains in the city. 
Another option for gift certificates that 
benefit charity is Boomerangs. This thrift 
store, run by AIDS Action Committee, is on 
par with any in the city for new and “pre- 
loved” clothing; acessories, housewares, 
books, and home furnishings. The money 
goes to AIDS research; AIDS Action clients 
are also given vouchers to shop in the store 
twice a year. Shopping at Boomerangs com- 
pletes the charitable cycle, as. the clothes and 
other items sold at the store are themselves 
donations, many of which are collected 
through a partnership with Dependable 


See CHARITY, page 37 








“IF YOU HAVEN'T 
SEEN STOMP, GO! 


If you have seen it, 
take someone who hasn’t 


and share the pleasure.” 
-Boston Globe 
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Lirnited Engagement Begins February il 
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617-876-9080 :: 617-482-3370 


BOSTON BALLET 


MIKKO NISSINEN |Artistic Director 


Get YOUR 
tickets 

before the 
magic ends— 
only 2 full 

sii Es. j; weeks left! 


CALL 
TODAY! 


m. wi } 
CALL TELE-CHARGE AT 1.800.447.7400 


Tickets also available at The Wang Theatre Box Office, open Mon-Sat, 10 am-6 pm. 
Groups of at least 25 call 617.456.6343. TTY 1.888.889.8587 ? 26 


www.bostonballet.org 


TICKETS $15-70 
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Models, The Seconds, The Cignal, Early Humans, Black Eye Mm, Men Of Porn, Bossy , Binge Mt ols, / Gomtees, Slick Pig. Ed In the Refridgeraters, Elliot, Liars Academy, 
Christiansen, 5 Days Waiting, The Threat, Toxic Narcotic, T Y R@itethe roroenaietes y ar ‘Losing ©.A., Polina, Robots, Lenola, Alotia, Lines, Dick Dale, The 
Strangemen, Vic Thrill, Araby, Homesick For Space, Red In e,A 18, Drchestra ,Asci ; isi be & Black Rebel Motorcycle Club, Quitter, The Gentlemen, Mr 
Airplane Man, The Faithful, 16 Years of Grace, Din, The Buckiiaillimmmincer ConSpWee dic enter ig Pig , Salacious Crumb, Plan B, Ted Leo/Pharmacists, Helms, 
Eamonn Vitt, The Secrets, Brendan Benson and the Well Fed'g ris Lee, The Re. kgrd Trackstar, Kimone, Damn Personals, The Gentlemen, Lost 


City Angels, The Jaded Salingers, Reverend Glasseye and bn Leg, Seks B Dayt aine Americana, Pretty Girls Make Graves, Your Enemies 

Friends, Dot Flash Line, Bright Eyes, The Good Life, Maydaj uckers, Jessg ¢ I-P, psop Rock, Vast, 1ZZ, Persephonies Dream, Joe Pernice, 

Warren Zanes, Quitter, Loveless, Calendar Girl, Munk, Ultim Bok, Duvall ; hey, Anti-Pop Consortium, Jaded Salingers, Mr, Airplane Man, 
Hazie Maze, T House Of The Almighty, Michelle Shocked, The # ds, The Fig aly P he Queens Men, The Gentlemen, Crash n Burn, Link Wray, 


Mishima USA, Chauncey, Milligram, Damn Personals, Averi, L O8 ngels, T ron ate, Warhorse, Pedro The Lion, Damien Jurado, TW Walsh, 
Garrison, Errortype:11, Rise Park, Aaron Katz Band, Reid Foe prs of ul dé ca Normal, Rumplefink, The Brian Gottesman Band, Jims 
Big Ego, Car Crash show, Aberdeen, the Diamond Club, A irls Cl R Pa Princess Superstar, Noelle, Kingsize, Drexel, Maincain, 
Random Acts of Violence, The Tint, Big Daddy Kane, Denali, is, Kin Gru inx Motiv, Quedrowam, Waltham, David James Motorcycle, 


Sinners and Saints, Tiger Mountain, Cranes, Mistle Thrush, ens, Jaded Salingers, Electric Hellfire Club, Empire Hideous, Serphim Sh ing the Vein, Owls, Need New Body, Fin Fang Foom, The 
Undead, Gutter Punx, Suspect Device, Five Days Waiting, p, On The Drop, Sage Francis, Edan the humble Magnificent, Grand Buffe sphere, Choexpirement, Eyes Adrift, Landon, Nada Surf, 
Dragstrip Courage, Longwave, Slowride, Aqualung vs. Billion Dies, Aaly Trio with Ken Vandermark, Scissorfight, Cracktorch, Quitter, Med S, Kili Me Tomorrow, The Common Cold, Maserati, Seven 


Buxton, The Small Miracles, The Faint, The Vue, Sector 98, 
ib, Dragstrip Courage, Radio Free America, Araby, Reveille, 


Nations, Missing Joe, Carla Bozulich, Nels Cline, Beulah, Maz 
Tarmak, Hotwire, Entering Hero, The Flower Kings, California ¢ 
Sick, 7th Rail Crew, Tribe of Judah, MUST, Elevation 74, Peps nator Block, Masterminds, Kreators, Virtuoso, Reks, illin’ P, 
Dtension, Odd Jobs, Kabir, OVM, madame Iz Real, The Feeno F erg AS bu | : . } s, Giant Sand, Jim & Jenny Pinetops, Auto Interiors, Hello, 
Attack!, The Good North, Mix Master Mike, The Arsonists, Zio 4 a? Ve ' ; ea fea} is, Alotia, The Panda Squad, Yo La Tengo, My Favorite, The 
Alps, Lucky and the Bastards, Sarah Borges and Her Unbeli ic Company, Red Pill, Dona the Buffalo, Jimmy Ryan, The 
Tension Men, Rock City Crimewave, The Catheters, Turpentine Brothers, Demolition Doll Hods, Cyclub, Death Hay Davies, V , The Limit, ewhere, Hayden, Emily Sparks, Lords Of Altamont, Fast Actin Fuses, 
Liquor Tricks, Soil, Headstrong, Skinlab, Certainly, Sir, 90 Day Men, Turing Machine, The Explosion, The Briefs, Spitzz, The Beatings, Cherry Valence, Deadly Snakes, Bad Wizard, Plaid, Nobukazu Takemura, Mira 
Calix, My Morning Jacket, Photoflash, Swearing At Motorists, The Velvet Teen, Actual Proof, Satyananda, Seishi, Ben Taylor, Bardo Pond, Fursaxa, Tiger Saw, True Love Always, Carrigan, The Also/Rans, Cancer To 
The Stars, The Alienist Outfit, The Tint, The Nationale Blue, The Pattern, River City Rebels, The Realistics, Greg Howard Band, Charis, Lipfloater, Bullfrog, Black Sheep, Non-Phixion, Skitzophrenik, Finkghost, 
Vogonz, Palabra, Stanley Maxwell, Dirt Bombs , Speedball Baby, Mr. Airplane Man, The Lot Six, RC/DC, Eyes Like Knives, Officer May, Follow The Leader, Pangea Pham, Tru Indeed, J. Simone, Storm Session, 
Nachillus, Reason, DM2 Crew, Kleva Kid, Individuaiz, Button + Miss Behave, Soltero, Color Forms, The Long Winters, Bradshaw, Feedback, Todd Giles, Sarah Shannon, Seldom, The Warren Commission, The 
Beatings, Charlene, Hello, Attack!, Blacktail, Death Cab For Cutie, The Dismemberment Plan, Cex, Give, Bottleneck Drag, The Faithful, Obstak!l, The Dismemberment Plan, Death Cab For Cutie, Cex, The Cignal, Car 
Crash Show, Calumet-Hecla, Suntan, Missing Joe, Averi , Labb, Clarias, Caged Heat, Beefy DC, Three Day Threshold, Sticky18, The Stumbleweeds, Speed Crazy, High Plains Drifter, Photon Torpedoes, Julie Doiron, 
Rosa Chancewell, Rosie Thomas, Corporate Whores , Little Horse, Brian Gottesman Band, Aveo, Die Electric, Supercomp, Agnostic Front, TSOL, The Casualties, Lost City Angels, Shai Halud, Cannae, Puritys 
Failure, The Red Chord, Lydia Lunch, Duncan Wilder Johnson, Iilin’P, DTension, Karate, The Ivory Coast, Fin Fang Foom, John Brown's Body, Princes of Babylon, Sim Redmond Band, Psychotic Larry, Unwelcome 
Wagon, Volition, Debris, Pinback, Her Space Holiday, The Douglas Fir, The Bismarck, Technician, Liquor Tricks, Moonraker, Mappari, JT and the Dirty Truth, S.O.R.A., Stephen Brodsky, Brulee, Cracktorch, Drexel, 
the Lot Six, the Pills, milligram, Lost City angels, illin' P, Reks, pennywheel, mishima USA, The Rise Park, Jaya the Cat, Sean Na Na, The Subject, Ed in the Refrigerators, Suplecs, Halfway To Gone, Shake Dog 
Shake, Over The Rhine, Jennie Stearns, Reverend Glass Eye + His Wooden Leg, Seabiscuit, Blivet, Vinyl, The Sweepers, Scissorfight, Cave In, Old Man Gloom, Milligram, Medea Connection, Black Helicopter, 
Watchmaker, 4Way Anal Touchfight, Papa Grows Funk, hi8us, Red Telephone, Major Major, The Audiants, Linus, High + Mighty, J-Lone, 7L + Esoteric, Mr. Airplane Man, Modey Lemon, The Konks, The Count Me 
Outs, Incus, Scissorkiss, Stoic, Cyclub, Blue Moon Harem, The Curtain Society, Black Cat Music, Holy Ghost, Flickerstick, Abandoned Pools, Chelseaonfire, Lamont, Elvis 77, Grand Total, Culture, Ili Kings, Tristeza, 
Interpol, The Skating Club, Milemarker, Arab On Radar, The Lot Six, GURU, Swollen Members, Poem Rocket, The High Ceilings, Flexie, Brian Gottesman, Piebald, Cracktorch, Kipper Tin, Eyes Upon Separation, 
Puritys Failure, Backstabbers, Inc, Defcon 4 Concrete Blonde, Don McClowd, The Bears w/ Adrian Belew, Nikki Sudden, The Reputation, Sorry About Dresden,Fu Manchu, Injected, Headstrong, The Good Life, Azure 
Ray, Clairvoyants, Mr. Lif, Gods Little Joke, Count Zero, Vic Thrill, Munk, Michigan Blacksnake, Canine, Kranksquad, Jaeme Brennan, Liquor Tricks, The Brought Low, Black Helicopter, The Humanoids, Jiggle, Jinx 
Motive, Knockout, Tootsie, Purge D.1.,Project Object w/ Ike Willis and Napoleon Murphy Brock, Doc Hopper, The Bismarck, Freakshow, Deny Everything, HOTEL BLANC, Dresden Dolls, Neptune, Shannonwright, 
Araby, Heidi Saperstein, The Breeders, The Damn Personals, Sylvain Sylvain, Red Planet, Shake Dog Shake, Devour, Deguelo, Bi-Polar Coaster, Grudgefuck, Masterminds, Odd Jobs, All the Queens Men, Bee + 
Flower, Barbez, Quitter, Crash N Burn, Chubby, Eldemmur Krimm, aL.one, Kabir, Stymie, Deck Eleven, Pure Fiction, Gatsby, The Slackers, Jaya the Cat , Last Stand, Victory At Sea, Helms, Placer, Circle & Square, 
Suntan, The Frames, Lipfloater, Drexel, The Dubnicks, Slater, Thalia Zedek, Reverend Glasseye + his Wooden Leg, Anny Luckless, Sometimes She Burns, Castle Bravo, Scamper, King Dubious, Rocket West, 
Carrion, Cat Power, Chris Brokaw, Kelly Hogan, Jay Bennett, Splendid Nobodies, MC Superbowl Battle, ISIS, Sive, 27, Knanate, Victor Wooten, Dave Aaronoff and the Details, The Brett Rosenberg Problem, 
Delicious, The Charms, Antibalas Afrobeat Orchestra, Sugarman Three, Lifestyle, The Good North, Sadie, Jupiter Project, Aberdeen, Cold Memory, DJ Nile, Kyle Fischer and Owen, The Sea Navy, KRS-1, Akbar, The 
Silent Goodbye, Still Life, Oxy Continentals, Murphy's Law, Lost City Angels, Suspect Device, Jucifer, Cokedealer, Ghetto Thunder, Today Is The Day, Burnt By The Sun, House Of Low Culture, Watchmaker, Cynthia 
Von Buhler’s Countess, Mary Timony, Alix Olson, Natalia Zuckerman & Nadine Goeliner, Jen Kirkman & Becky Donahue, The Hissy Fits, Dred, Gloria Record, Her Space Holiday, Ideas Of Space, Moonraker, 
Satyanada, lluminada, DJ Seishi/Reazon, Cancer Conspiracy, Rise Park, Carrigan, Spank, Club d’Elf , RAQ, Easy Action, The Takers, Detachment Kit, Ray Manzarek & Jim Carroll, Kittymonkey, Munk, All The 
Queens Men, Schism, The Sucka MC’s, Sweatpant Boners, Akrobatik, Breez Evahflowin’, Chan, Afu-Ra, 7L + Esoteric, DJ Eclipse, Unearth, Keepsake, Until The End, Unsung Zeros, Pilot To Gunner, Sky Rocket, 















CHARITY, from page 32 

Cleaners throughout the Greater Boston 
area. Gift certificates are available in any de- 
nomination. Boomerangs is located at 716 
Centre Street, in Jamaica Plain. Call (617) 
524-5120. 

For the foodie with a desire to do good 
that’s as big as his appetite, spring for tickets 
to Taste of the Nation. One hundred per- 
cent of ticket sales from this benefit go to 
Share Our Strength, a nonprofit dedicated 
to ending poverty and hunger both in the US 
and abroad. The Boston event, in which 85 


area restaurants and 40 wineries donate their | 


goods for a night of elite all-you-can-eat 
tasting, will be held on May 3, 2003. Last 
year’s participating restaurants included Am- 
brosia on Huntington, Hamersley’s Bistro, 
Chez Henri, Brasserie Jo, and the East Coast 
Grill. Among the local charities that benefit 
from this evening of culinary decadence are 
Food for Free, which collects food for free 
distribution in Cambridge and Somerville; 
Operation Frontline, which offers classes on 
nutrition and cooking; and the Greater 
Boston Food Bank, New England’s largest 


* Heifer international 


from three of these regions. With an empha- 
sis on self-reliance in the global marketplace, 
GEP arranges for educational resources like 
textbooks and computer training, and also 
provides small-business start-up grants in 
low-income communities. GEP stresses that 
the people it assists define and achieve suc- 
cess on their own terms, and that it supports 
local initiatives rather than merely distribut- 
ing handouts. Peet’s will also be holding a 
Holiday Tips Donation on December 24: on 
that day, the coffee and tea will be free, and 
employees will donate their tips to a local 
nonprofit of their choice. The company will 
match the employees’ amount in tips, up to 
$1000. You can find Peet’s at 175 Federal 
Street, in Boston; 100 Mt. Auburn Street, in 
Cambridge; and 285 Harvard Street, in 
Brookline. 

One of the most popular charitable gifts is 
the donation of a piece of a protected area 
in a friend’s name. You can buy a part of 
practically anything these days; an Internet 
search turns up organizations big and small 
asking for money, and it’s hard to sort out 
the scams from the real deals. The Nature 





Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 


AMERICAN MODERNIST 


Rare prints by a master photographer 


October 23, 2002—February 2, 2003 


THE PHOTOGRAPHY oF 








617-267-9300 


www.imfa.org 


BOSTON 


Sponsored by 


TIAA 
CREF 


Media sponsor is 


go.gwbur 


Print media sponsor is 
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Conservancy remains an old stand-by. Its 
Adopt an Acre program is currently raising 
money to adopt 8000 acres in Chile’s Valdi- 
vian Temperate Forest. One acre costs $75 
and comes with an honorary certificate de- 
tailing the acre’s location. The money may 
also go toward hiring park 
rangers, educating peo- 
ple living in the rain- 
forest area on enviro- 
mental matters, and 
developing environ- 
mentally sound uses 
for the land. The Na- 
ture Conservancy also 
operates the similar 
Rescue the Reef pro- 
gram, which is currently 
raising funds for Indone- 
sia’s Komodo National Park. Home to a di- 
verse array of coral, fish, and animals, this 
park has been threatened by blast fishing 
and pollution. As with Adopt an Acre, a $75 
donation buys a certificate noting a location 
within the Reef; money may also go toward 
maintenance expenses. For more informa- 
tion, call (800) 628-6860, check out 
www.nature.org, or write to the Nature 
Conservancy, Attn: Treasury (Web/Sup- 
port), 4245 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 100, Ar- 
lington, VA 22203. 

Many of the same retailers urging us to 
GIVE are also starting to tell us that we're 
running out of time. Fortunately, most of 
these and many other charitable gifts are rel- 
atively easy to Order, and they have a big 
payoff, both for the groups they’re benefiting 
and for your own spirit of giving. Why not 
give something a little different this year? 
Your cousin in the monogrammed turtleneck 
will no doubt appreciate it. ® 


food pantry. Tickets are $75 to $100 and are 
available at 10 area Bread & Circus stores. 
E-mail taste_of_nation_boston@yahoo.com 
for more information. 

It might not sound entirely classy to be 
known as the crazy who 
gave everyone a goat for 
the holidays, but it cer- 
tainly would be memo- 
rable. Heifer Interna- 
tional arranges for the 
delivery of livestock to 
poverty-stricken fami- 
lies all over the world. 
The byproducts of the 
donated animal, like 
cow’s milk or chicken 
eggs, serve to sustain the family 
and provide them with a source of income. 
As part of their agreement with Heifer, the 
family will also pass offspring from the ani- 
mal on to other families in their village, 
spreading the opportunity for self-reliance 
and encouraging peace and cooperation be- 
tween neighbors. Heifer’s gift order list is 
impressive, ranging from a share of a dona- 
tion of an animal, like a llama, pig, or trio of 
rabbits ($10), all the way to an ark ($5000), 
which is literally a whole menagerie of ani- 
mals, two by two. A donation sent as a gift 
will come with a fold-out greeting card that 
explains Heifer’s mission. For more informa- 
tion, log on to www.heifer.org, or call (800) 
696-1918. 

Caffeine junkies will be happy to get their 
hands on a Peet’s Global Education Part- 
nership Single Origin Cdffee Sampler. 
Available exclusively at www.peets.com for 
$19.50, this trio of half-pound bags sends a 
portion of the proceeds to the Global Educa- 
tion Partnership (GEP). This nonprofit sup- 
ports youth-development programs in 
Kenya, Tanzania, Guatemala, Indonesia, and 
San Francisco. Fittingly, the coffee comes 



































Peet’s Coffee Sampler 

















llection 


Kate Cohen can be reached at 
kcohen@phx.com. 
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generations. And this season, a won- 

derland of options will toy with your 

gift-giving imagination. Whether 
you're looking to achieve eternal 
youth or just like to play, each toy 
you add to your cart makes shopping 
less of a chore. 

“The holidays are one of the most 
stressful times of the year. Toys bring 
you back to what Christmas used to be,” 
explains Melody Fleur, an assistant manager at 
Urban Outfitters in Harvard Square. “It gives 

| a childlike, happy tone to the holiday, which 
has gotten to be so serious. Besides, every- 
body loves a toy. It’s a very low-stress gift to 
b>. get: you don’t have to integrate it into 

©. your life or find a place for it, all you 
have to do is play.” 

“We like to carry toys that bring 
out creativity and imagination rather 
than just entertain,” says 

Celine Vaughan, man- 

Pat ager of No Kidding! 


in Brookline. She 


RIES OF “Come here, quick, you've got 

to see this!” echo on a crowded Saturday 

afternoon at Faneuil Hall’s Zoinks! toy 
store. But these words are not just the exhorta- 
tions of small children pressing holiday de- 
mands on their parents; young professionals 
and grandparents alike beckon one another to- 
ward the latest editions of toys that have a 
strong hold on their own memories, and a 
group of students in college baseball caps hud- 
dle in the infant section to plan purchasing 
strategies for young cousins. 

Despite the age recommendations printed 
on the boxes of many 
products, toys have an 
allure that crosses 
















Bristle Blocks 








trendy toys — especially movie-based 
playthings that go out of style quicker 
than you can say “in its first weekend 
at the box office” — you can choose 

from plenty of other classic items that 
are still going strong. 

It’s hard to find a more imagina- 
tion-enhancing activity than building. 
No Kidding! carries a selection 
of materials for people big and 
little to exercise their urban- 
planning instincts. For those 
with architectural inclinations, 
there are plenty of traditional 
stand-bys like Lincoln Logs 
($12.99-$49.99) and Bristle 
Blocks ($19.99 for 85 pieces). 
Future — and present — engi- 
neers might prefer a set of Geo- 
mags ($20.50), a favorite among 
customers (and staff) at Curious 
George Goes to WordsWorth in 
Harvard Square. Assembling a struc- 
ture with the 52-piece set of magnetic 
ball bearings and rods requires strategic- 
balancing skills — and even more inventive- 
ness. 

Quality products may indeed stand the test 
of time, but just as children grow, the toy in- 
dustry matures over the years. For instance, 
while remote-control cars were once one- 
clunky-size-fits-all, now you can get — or 









rather, give — models smaller than a light 
bulb. Samara Lamm, owner of the Kids Place 
in Newton, says Kid Galaxy Racers ($14.99), 
cordless remote-control cars, are zooming off 
the shelves for use by kids with and without a 
driver’s license. 

On a more ride-able scale, young folks can 
scoot around on the Little People’s Products 
Spider-Man motorcycle ($199.99), which 
speeds up to a handle-bar-clutch- 
ing four miles per hour, or 

Razor’s Scream Machine 
($99.99), a slick version of Big 
Wheels, both of which can be 
found with a speedy log-on to 
Zanybrainy.com. 

The digital era has not been 
lost on Lego. If you exhausted 
the inventory at the local electron- 
ics store last year shopping for 
your favorite gadget fanatic, head 
over to Zoinks! for the Lego 
Movie Studio ($147.95). Com- 
plete with a digital video camera 
and sound-editing equipment, the kit 


Kid Galaxy 
i is a mini movie lot you can fill up with 


your own Lego sets. Then you can enact a 
sequence, film it, edit it, and even garner au- 
dience attention by sending the finished 
product off to Lego.com for the world to 
view. Know anybody who's particularly taken 


See TOY, page 42 





Blackout Buster 


Pour on the juice when you need it most with a Honda generator. 


¢ 3000 watts of Honda portable power 

¢ Advanced inverter technology provides 
reliable power to computers and other 
sensitive equipment 

¢ Super quiet range—49 to S8dB(A) 

¢ 12v-12A DC output 

¢ Convenient electric starting 

* Oil Alert, overload alarm 
and Eco-Throttle 

¢ 20 hrs. at 1/4 load 
















MSRP 


$19999°5 


Up to 12 months 
no payment / no interest 
through Nov. 30, 2002 

for both generators 


ei 











107 Brimbal Avenue, Beverly, MA 01915 
Phone: 800-464-CYCLE (2925) * Fax: 978-927-9720 
www.cycles128.com 












GREATER Mororsports parkway 
: : wu” cycle 
1098 Mass Ave. Arlington, MA 0247€ 1865 Revere Beach Pkwy (Rte 16), Everett, MA 02149 






Phone: 617-389-7000 * Fax: 617-389-1192 
www parkwaycycie com 


HON DA 


SS ERT RRR. ON SE, SIO STE RAIS REGIE TEBE! 
GENERATORS & PUMPS 
www.honda.com 






Phone: 781-648-1300 ¢ Fax: 781-646-492C 













EU3000is 








Please read the owner's manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment. Connection of a generator to house 
power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician 
© 2002 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 













ANY WAY YOU WANT IT. 
ANY DAY YOU NEED IT. 
BEER WORKS HAS YOU COVERED. 


: BOLD AMERICAN Foop 
oo. =p t + R W 0) R KS AWARD WINNING BEER 
Sow CHAMPIONSHIP BILLIARDS 


O45 | Ket. @) Os me ©) 0) - a oy -0 i Me od 10), (On 80). 7-0 ae mn | ©) 


AVAILABLE AT ALL BEER WORKS LOCATIONS: 


AFTER WORK HAPPY HOUR COLLEGE HOOK-UP 
NEED A REASON TO LEAVE EARLY? PUT THAT EDUCATION TO WORK! WEDNESDAY 
How ABOUT 1/2 PRICE APPETIZERS NIGHTS ARE COLLEGE NIGHT AT BEER WORKS. 
FROM 4:00 - 7:00 PM? OFFER AVAILABLE AT COME ON DOWN AND ENJOY 1/2 PRICE 


ALL BEER WORKS LOCATIONS APPETIZERS OR A FREE HOUR OF POOL 
MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS (CANAL STREET LOCATION ONLY) WHEN YOU 
FROM 4:00 - 7:00 PM. ORDER ANY DINNER ENTREE. OFFER AVAILABLE 
EXPIRES NOVEMBER 3OTH. WEDNESDAYS FROM 8:00 PM - CLOSE! 
LIMITED TIME OFFER. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. LIMITED TIME OFFER. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 





PANV/-N | -N =) oe 9-0 P- 0 8 -d -8 = Be © 9-0) 


NFL SUNDAYS BUCK A BILLIARD $20 TUESDAYS 
GOT GAME? WE GOT GAME! We've SATURDAYS AND THURSDAYS 
GOT THE SUNDAY TICKET AT CANAL COME ON DOWN TO BEER WORKS WHAT TO DO WITH $20? How ABOUT 
STREET. 4 GAMES @ 1:00 PM. ON CANAL STREET To SCORE SHOOT AN HOUR OF POOL, CRUSH A 
4 GAMES @ 4:00 PM. COME DOWN AND 1 HOUR OF BILLIARDS FOR $1. PITCHER OF BEER AND DOWN TWO 


ENJOY 1/2 PRICE PIZZAS WHILE OFFER AVAILABLE SATURDAYS CHEESE BURGERS AND FRIES? 
WATCHING YOUR TEAM SCORE! OFFER FROM 12:00 - 6:00 PM. TWO HOURS OFFER AVAILABLE TUESDAYS 
AVAILABLE SUNDAYS FROM 12:00 - 7:00 MAXIMUM. CANAL STREET ONLY! AND THURSDAYS FROM 8:00 - CLOSE. 
pM. CANAL STREET ONLY! OFFER LIMITED TIME OFFER. EXPIRES NOVEMBER 30TH. 
GOOD THROUGH DECEMBER 29TH. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. CANAL STREET ONLY! 





BOSTON BEER WORKS 112 CANAL ST., BOSTON, MA 02144 
NEAR NORTH STATION ¢ 617.896.BEER 


={os—9 RO). m=) =8 = ae ','10) «1.60 of ME =) ,1010) 41. | ae -\\4 <= 1) 8 BO). Pn O29" Do) 
ACROSS FROM FENWAY PARK ° 617.536.BEER 


BOSTON BEER WORKS 278 DERBY ST., SALEM, MA 01970 
IN HISTORIC SALEM * 978.745.BEER 


PRIVATE PARTIES & EXCLUSIVE FUNCTIONS CALL PHOEBE @ 617.896.2309 FOR DETAILS. 









IRON HORSE ENTERTAINMENT GROUP PRESENTS 


SATURDAY, MARCH ist - 8 pm SUNDAY, MARCH 16th - 8 PM 
The Roxy - Boston 
THE ORPHEUM THEATRE 


Live at The Orpheum Theatre 


Sejpatsiaullis 
wneatre 


sy 4? 
Ves 


3 og * SUNDAY, 
y MARCH 30th = Wi > 
8 pm Wednesday Aoril Oth at 8 pm 


All Shows: TICKETS FOR ALL SHOWS ARE AVAILABLE TQ) CHARGE BY PHONE C 


: AT ALL TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS AND 
Onsale Saturday, ONLINE AT TICKETMASTER.COM 
ert yom ticketmaster 61/- 031- h\ 










Happy Holidays 
from 


Zn 


STORES, SUPERSTORES & DISCOUNT SHOPS 








=< 








STOP BY A STORE NEAR YOU FOR UNIQUE GIFTS! 


VIDEO EXPO LOCATIONS 










AMAZING SUPERSTORES & EXPRESS LOCATIONS AIRBORNE FOR MEN LOCATIONS 









BOSTON, MA 1258 Boylston St  (617)859-8911 R DEDHAM,MA 530 Providence Hwgy (781)320-9377 WARWICK, RI 2318 PostRd (401)739-3080 A PROVIDENCE, RI  262CharlesSt  (401)273-0610  B 
BOSTON, MA 57 Stuart St (617)338-1252 A READING,MA 1349 Main St(Rt28) (781)942-7804 A KITTERY, ME Route 236 North  (207)439-6285 B MEDFORD,MA 423 Mystic Ave (Rt38) (781)391-7438 AR 
PEABODY, MA 82 Newbury St (978)535-7999 & WALTHAM, MA 465 Moody St (781)894-5063 A PORTLAND,ME  666CongressSt (207)774-1377 B 
NORTHBORO,MA 15BelmontSt  (508)366-3807  # WEYMOUTH, MA 138 Bridge St(RI3A) (781)335-0446 & GROTON, CT 591 Rti2,Sheetz Plaza (860)448-0787  B BOOK & VIDEO LOCATIONS 
E.PROVIDENCE, RI 155NewportAve  (401)438-3070 A FAIRHAVEN,MA 10 Sconticut Sq (Ri6) (508)991-8191 R MERIDEN, CT 1919 N.Broad St  (203)235-5512 ave NEW HAVEN,CT 754 ChapelSt (203)562-5867  B 
JOHNSTON, RI 1530 HartfordAve (401)272-0475 ave PITTSFIELD, MA 1021 South St(Rt20) (413)496-8055 AB TROY, NY 516 River St (518)272-7577. g@ | CORNER-PROV,RI 1954 Westminster St (401)861-0739  B 
PROVIDENCE,RI 15 ThurbersAve  (401)467-7631 #  #$SPRINGFIELD,MA 486BBridgeSt  (413)747-9812 B HAMILTON 216 N.Hamilton St (914)473-1776 B 
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q Blaster 






only $19.95 


plus S&H 


Loft 2-6" diameter 


(non-toxic water base) | 


fog rings up to 14 feet away. Great gift 


biel s 
Tos Mfoleclicl- iM elec) Melle lee the kid 


These dreamy beautiful rings in 
demonstrate principles of physics all of us!! 
FValoM-le-M Ul) mi-tretlar-lélare Mm CemyT-1 Coe 


Colors Translucent Red, Blue and Purple. Blaster also in Silver. 


Order on line www.zerotoys.com 
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If your band doesn’t work, find one that does, 
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Phoenix 


617-859-3300 
Find a band or find a bandmate. 

















ed to the schoolyard 

The Launcher and 
Blaster ($20.95-$24), 
found at Zoinks! and 

Urban Outfitters, are a 

bit like a bubbles-and- 
wand set with a lot 
more thought, physics, and ergonomics in 
volved. Created by engineers, the translucent 
mechanisms, which look like a cross between a 
phaser gun and a hair dryer, shoot scented fog 
rings. They produce a toroidal vortex, the 
same motion that propels tornadoes and dol- 
phins’ air bubbles, so whoever pulls the trigger 
can produce movie-caliber smoke-like effects 
that disappear in a puff. 

There are also several toys that resemble re- 
furbished versions of classics. Know any ace 
hacky-sackers? Fancy footworkers will wel- 
come the new chal- 
lenges of Myachi 
($5), a sack derived 
from the simple col- 
lege pastime of catch- 
ing a lighter on the 
back of one’s hand. 
It’s available at New- 
bury Comics and at 
www.imyachi.com. 

“Instead of just 
kicking it — which is 
tough — Myachi lets 
you do cool tricks 


TOYS, from page 38 

with George Lucas? Pick up 
a Star Wars Lego series 
($24.95—$99.95) so that 
cinephile can finally film the 


famous battle sequence the 





























way she’s always said it 
should’ve been done. For tech- 
nically adept constructors, there are Spybotics 
($79.95), programmable robots you build with 
Legos. They come with a CD-ROM contain- 
ing missions to be uploaded into the robot, 
which you then guide on its task with an in- 
frared remote. They're like video games come 
to life. 

Some of us remember that when we were 
young, we thought we couldn’t outgrow dolls 
fast enough and couldn’t wait to start building 
our own wardrobes. But even your most fash- 


Where to Find It 


* Boing!, 29 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, 
(617) 522-7800. 
* Curious George Goes to WordsWorth, 
1 JFK Street, Cambridge, (617) 498-0062. 
* The Kids Place, 388 Watertown Street, 
Newton, (617) 527-0500. : 
* Newbury Comics, various locations, www.new- 
burycomics.com. 
* No Kidding!,19 Harvard Street, Brookline, 


ion-sawvy friends 
could take a few tips 
from Manhattan 
Toy’s line of Groovy 
Girls ($11.95). The 
plush, 13-inch dolls 
can be found in 
stores throughout the 
city, but they draw 
budding hipsters in 
droves to Boing! in 
Jamaica Plain. The 
diverse dolls’ trendy 
funkiness is a force 
















to be reckoned with, (617) 739-2477. catching and tossing 
as evidenced by * Tokyo Kid, 36 JFK Street, Cambridge, it with your hands,” 
their faux fur (617) 661-9277. says creator Steven 
coats, fringed tops, * Urban Outfitters, 361 Newbury Ochs, who’s launched 
sparkly sweaters, Street, Boston, (617) 236-0088; a grassroots cam- 
mini pleather 11 JFK Street, Cambridge, paign to spread the 
skirts, and leopard- (617) 864-0070; www.urbn.com. word about his sack. 


* www.manhattantoy.com. 

* www.myachi.com. 

* www.zanybrainy.com. 

* www.zerotoys.com. 

* Zoinks!, Faneuil Hall Marketplace, North 
Market Building, Boston, (617) 227-6266. 


— LW 


“We were all athletes 

at one point. Myachi 

is just the type 
of thing 
you can do 


print coordinates 
($7.95-—$10.95). 
“They appeal to a 
range of ages be- 
cause there’s such a 
variety of them,” says 
Boing! owner Elaine 
Hackney. “They're 
really unique with 
different hair and 
skin colors, and they’re soft. Plus they have 
great clothes.” Since the dolls are 
stuffed, they don’t have those daunt- 
ing Barbie-body proportions that 
are so widely disdained. What 
they do have is some of the 
hippest furniture on the block, 
such as a fringed couch 
($14.95) and a lush loft 
($99.95), which could easily 
serve as a model for your 


grooviest gal pal as she revamps 


her apartment. SW 












anywhere: on 

the couch, on 

the subway, or in 

the park, like ulti- 

mate frisbee or 
freestyling it by yourself.” 

For those on your list who cling to the 
tried and true, Gumby and Pokey key 
chains ($6) snuggle merrily in the bins at 

Urban Outfitters, a clearinghouse of iiber-hip 
retro tchotchkes that make ideal stocking 
stuffers. Shoppers crowd the alcoves in the 
Harvard Square store fingering through giggle- 
guaranteeing gifts like Transformer key chains 
($6), Mullet Dolls ($12), Tootsie 
Pop Lick-O-Meters ($8), and 
the Godfather of Soul himself, 
a dancing, singing, hip-swinging 
James Brown mechanical 
doll ($30). 

“My generation are the ones 
who are creating toys today, so 
everything is coming back,” says 
Kids Place owner Lamm, 27. 
“About 40 percent of the cata- 
logues | go through is stuff I had 

when I was younger. Our genera- 
tion are moms and dads today, so we’re the 
target audience.” She notes that Shrinky 
Dinks ($9.95) and Mr. Wooly ($2.95) are 
among her personal favorites. 

Does the retro route sound like it would thrill 
someone on your list? You'll find plenty of af- 
firmative nods at Newbury Comics, where 
classic bobble-head dolls ($9.99—$29.99) 
cram the shelves. All the old-school fa- 
vorites are back in noggin-swinging ac- 
tion, from Strawberry Shortcake to 
Pee-wee Herman to a biker Betty Boop 
Toss in the full set of head-wagging 
Monkees and everyone will have some- 
= thing to jiggle along to. 

“This stuff makes great gifts because it’s 
© harder to think what people need for practi- 
7) cal purposes,” says shopper Heidi Blanken- 
sip. But at the end of the day, what serves a 
more practical purpose than play? & 





Groovy Girls are just 
one of several lines of i@ te 
playmates to sabotage Barbie’s 
popularity. Vaughan of No Kid- 
ding! says Get Real Girls 
($12.99-$18.99) are another 
prime pick. Each has different facial 
characteristics and comes with the gear 
of a favorite activity, like scuba diving, 
basketball, snowboarding, or soccer. Of 
course, for unabashedly sassy femme 
form and muscle, check out Japanima- 
tion figures, many of which can be 
swooped up at Tokyo Kid in the Garage 
in Harvard Square. Evangelion ($15.95) 
comes with extra heads and arms, and the 
shapely gals and hunky guys of Final Fantasy X 
figures ($24.95) would amuse even those who 
think themselves too old for dolls. 

“Anime is much more 
diverse than [Ameri- 
can] cartoons,” 
says Tokyo Kid's 
Andrew Cocuaco. 
“There aren't the 
self-imposed re- 
strictions US com- 
panies have placed 
on comic books 
and animation, so 
[Japanese anima- 
tion] is not auto- 
matically relegated 
to kids.” 

Zero Toys are 
among the other 
hot picks not relegat- 










































Liza Weisstuch can be reached at 
} lizashayne@yahoo.com 





a 
< 
3 
a 
> 
au 
o 
oO 
¢ 
D) 
2 
a 
o 
o 
3 
a 
a 
vu 
c 
© 
> 
c 
bo 
a) 
> 
oO 
- 
E 
2 
2 
| 
3) 
£ 
c 
c= 
oO 
> 
wo 
c 
4 
G 
s) 
2) 


PRODUCED BY FELD ENTERTAINMENT 


( Oar Psnep’s 


YEARS 
OV eee 


96 - 99 “© FleetCenter 


-FLESCTCENT 


Join in the magic _ verizonwireless 


Buy tickets at Www.disneyonice.com 
ticketmaster Ticket Centers, 
FleetCenter Box Office or call (617) 931-2000 


For information call (617) 624-1000 ¢ Groups (617) 624-1805 


TICKET PRICES: $42 vip - $25 - $20 - $12 


(Service charges and handling fees may apply; no service charge at Arena Box Office.) 
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1260 RT. 1 North, Sau 


Tuber ee 7 
SLACKERS 19 Market Street Portsmouth, NH 603.427.1425 





205 miles 0 SW eS ee 


Feel the pull. The experience of Stowe is one that is not easily forgotten. With 


the most exciting terrain found anywhere, you'll wish you were here every day. 


("J METHOD CENTER 


Un www.ridestowe.com 


There is only one Stowe 
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The ear and clothes 10 gel gt 


Note: W indicates female-specific item. 


Skis 
Head Cyber i.C 160 ($700) 
When Walker Giersch of Bob Smith's Wilderness 
House on Comm Ave started explaining the tech- 
nology behind Head's Intelligence skis, we won- 
dered if he might be pulling our poles. Dig this, if 
you will: inside the Intelligence skis, there’s some- 
thing called Intellifibers. These miracles of science, 
developed right here in Cambridge, transform me- 
chanical energy into electrical energy. As vibra- 
tions travel down the ski, the electric energy creat- 
ed by the Intellifibers is captured in a closed circuit 
and sent through a resistor up to a chip embed- 
ded in the tip of the ski. The energy is filtered and 
fired back to the fibers. Unreal, eh? There’s more. 
The energy then tells the 


fibers either to shorten, making the ski more rigid 
(giving it better grip on hard snow), or to lengthen, 
(softening the ski torsionally for softer snow). The 
regult of this tiptop technology? The skis respond 
instantly to changes in snow, speed, and terrain, 
giving you total control of the ski and ultimate pre- 
cision in your turns 


Fischer Scenio 500 ($675) 

So maybe we're a bunch of nerds, but we think 
what's behind the ski is as exciting as schussing 
down the slopes. Well, almost. To develop the tech- 
nology behind this ski, Fischer looked at how audi- 
toriums manage sound. As every good sound en- 
gineer knows, it's got everything to do with the 
density of materials. The denser the material, the 
more sound it absorbs. Fischer transplanted this 
idea to skis with a technology called “frequency 
tuning.” Different parts of the ski have different den- 
sities, designed to absorb vibration most effective- 
ly. As Giersch says, you're getting a lot of technolo- 
gy for a great price 


Boots 

Technica Icon Alu Hot Form ($775) 

The Hot Form system allows you to 

customize the liner of the boot re- 

peatedly, as many times as you want. 

Inside, there's a three-layer sand- 

wich. The middle layer is 

made of reactive foam that 

pushes against the outer 

shell, making the ski more respon- 

sive to the boot; it also pushes against the inside, 
customizing the boot to your ankle and feet. The 

result is decreased response time and increased 
comfort 


Lange Comp 100 ($550) 

“If you haven't had a pair of Lange boots and 
have always wanted to try them,” says Giersch, 
‘now's the time.” The shell has been redesigned 
for the first time in 20 years. It’s powerful. It’s pre- 
cise. And it fits a variety of feet. The best, as they 
say, has just gotten better 


Bindings 

Tyrolia LD12 ($280) 

The biggest thing with bindings is integrating them 
with the skis. These days, most skis come with 
bindings; K2 is the only brand that doesn’t, and 
this is the last season that'll be the case. The right 
bindings allow the ski to flex more fully, thereby 
providing more variety in turn shape. The Tyrolia 
Rail Flex system mounts on any ski (and comes 
on many of the Head skis) and does the best job 
of allowing the ski to flex naturally 


Marker and Volki Motion 1200 ($229) 

The original cooperative effort between Marker 
and Volkl, the Motion boasts a lightweight design 
and high-performance responsiveness. And 
instead of a series of screws, the binding interface 
slides on rails integrated into the skis. Everything 
flexes around a stable, solid pin. That means better 
stability, better edge grip, smoother turns, and en- 
hanced versatility. 


Poles 

Leki Titanium Limited Edition Trigger ($80) 
In the ski-gear ensemble, poles are 

the unsung workhorses. In the Leki Wy Wi 
Titanium, the trigger grip provides : ‘ 
more security and comfort, and : ' 
lessens the risk of injury with its safe- 

ty release, popping off just like a bind- 

ing. In terms of pole material, titani- 

um’s the best it gets; it's got a 

stronger resistance to snapping than 

carbon. As Eric Kerensky of Ski Mar- 

ket demonstrated, the pole can be 

bent to a gentle U-shape, and returns 

to arrow-straightness 


Snowboards/Bindings/Boots 

K2 Recon Riser 161 ($499) 

K2 believes in enjoying the ride. For mountain rid- 
ers who focus on speed and control, and like to 
catch some air from time to time, the Recon per- 
forms. The base is made of 4000 CGX, “the 
newest and best performing base material ever 
made,” says the K2 Web site. The material is 
infused with wax, making it hyper-resistant to abra- 
sions, extremely durable, and able to retain wax 
longer. As K2 puts it, “Always waxed, always fast.” 


K2 Ambush Snowboard ($415) 

This free-ride machine wants to be ridden forward 
and fast. A smidge of Riser (two millimeters) gives 
control in every situation, from the big snow in the 
West to the hard stuff we have here. The Ambush 
turns hard and holds the edge. Made with triaxial 
fiberglass, it features a K2 Superlight core, carbon 
Kevlar matrix, and narrow-profile edges 


Drake Matrix ($230) 

Drake made a lot of adjustments on its bindings 
this year. It redesigned the strap, making it thick, 
comfortable, and flexible. An aluminum heel cup 
wraps around to the toe, uniting the rider with the 
board for better response. The high back is com- 
pletely adjustable, and the base plate also adjusts 
back and forth. 


K2 Corsair Boa Boots ($220) 

New this season, the Corsair is 

fast becoming one of K2's most 

comfortable and versatile boots. 

It's got increased lateral flexibili- 

ty, and also offers specifically 

designed flex and movement for 

technical all-terrain riders. What 

we find particularly neat is the 

Boa cable-closure system. Instead of 
cumbersome laces and varying boot loose- 
ness, all you need to do is twist a dial. Titanium 
cables tighten, giving precise lace tension and a 
completely uniform pull. Adjustable on the go 
Reliable in the long term 


Burton Fish ($470) 

The Fish is a small, wide board, designed for max- 
imum float in powder with precise maneuverability 
In order to optimize the rider weight-to- 

flex ratio (all in the name of obtaining 

the perfect ride), Burton designed one 

board with two different flex patterns. 

The MD (medium density) board is 

geared to 120-to-150-pound riders; the 

HD (high density) works for riders from 

150 to 180 pounds. At Ski Market, Seth 

Ustaitis tells us that the HD gives you 

better control on harder snow (good for 

New England), and that the MD is ideal 

for powder (for when you head West). A 
25-to-30-millimeter taper maximizes 

float and control, and the side cut 

makes for decisive styling. 


Burton P1 ($249) 

The two-piece base plate on these free-ride bind- 
ings is new this year for Burton. This innovation en- 
hances edge control. The bindings have a carbon 
high back, and, like the Burton Fish Board, come 
in both MD and HD. Plus, the P1s have a cush- 
ioned strap and adjustable toe ramps. 


Ride Fuse Boots ($229) 

This new line has all-new liners. The Direct Drive 
3D liner consists of custom-moldable foam. Cut- 
out metatarsal ridges provide a better fit for wider 
feet. And the Fuse has that great moon-boot retro 
look. Don’t we all miss moon boots? 


Salomon SP4 Bindings ($185) 

This powerhouse of a binding has anatomic straps 
and a customizable high back, making for a velvety 
ride. Set up is simplified with the Integrated Mount- 
ing System, and the Fast Fit toe means you'll be 
buckled in before your buddies. 





Mountain Hardware Alchemy ($240) 

Soft-shell jackets are this year's industry buzz, 
says Bill Boyle at Wilderness House. The Alchemy 
excels in the cold, wet, and wind. The 100 percent 
windproof Gore WindStopper laminate keeps con- 
vective heat loss (otherwise known as wind chill) 
to a minimum. The DWR (durable wind repellant) 
finish works with the WindStopper to resist water 
penetration, ideal for mercurial New England 
weather. Trango fabric, a brushed-fleece inner 
lining, and Power Shield panels put the soft in 
soft shell. 


Burton AK Aileron Jacket ($279) W 
Designed for women by women, the Aileron is 
cut to fit the contours of the female 

form. And it's got a flood of fea- 

tures. The Exo-contour hood 

keeps the weather out. There's 

a jacket-to-pant interface, an 

internal collar, an interior gog- 

gle pocket, pit zips, a stretch 

waist gaiter . . . the list goes on 

It's made of GoreTex Classic 

fabric, making it as rumble-tumble 
down-and-dirty tough as you are on the slopes. 


Arc Teryx Javelin SV Jacket ($425) 

The Javelin is more supple than traditional three- 
layer garments, meaning you won't want when it 
comes to mobility. And you'll stay warm because of 
the soft-brushed interior. This jacket has all the es- 
sential features, plus a zipper on the diagonal — 
just enough slant to give it style. 


Fleece 

Patagonia R2 Midweight ($150) 

Ahh, the ubiquitous Patagonia fleece. Prepsters 
and preppettes have warmed themselves inside 
these fuzzy coverings for years, but don't let that 
dissuade you from these products. Patagonia’s 
an environmentally sound and savvy company, 
and its fleece jackets compete with the best. The 
R2 blends lightweight compressibility with 
roasty-toasty warmth, and the sculpted fit 
streamlines bulk. 


Goody Fleece Products (prices vary) 

Think of Goody fleecewear as fleece couture. 
Goody designs and creates everything imaginable 
in fleece in specific sizes, shapes, colors, and func- 
tions. The hot-ticket item this season is the wind- 
proof fleece jacket, made of Maiden Mills material 
(starting at $79). Under one roof up in Vermont, 
Goody makes everything from goggle bags to bras 
(if you wear such garments, take a moment to imag- 
ine the bliss), from socks to scarves to quilts. While 
we were on the phone with Goody himself, he fin- 
ished up a hat for a premature baby. Goody Fleece 
is located at 62 US Route 4, Mendon, Vermont. 


Mountain Hardware Power Stretch Zip ($85) 
Welcome to the world of wicking. Made of Polartec 
Power fleece, this pullover is dry engineered to draw 
moisture from the inside surface and disperse it on 
the outer surface for fast evaporation. ‘Cause no 
one likes feeling clammy. With this fleece, you'll stay 
dry (and thus warm) even when you're burning lots 
of calories. 


Marmot Power Stretch Fleece ($99) W 

Like the Mountain Hardware version, this is a light- 
weight, front-zip, wicking stretch pullover. It’s got a 
Nylon face for durability and a polyester fleece 
back for warmth and moisture management. Lycra 
gives it the stretch fit. And in the they-think-of- 
everything department, the fleece is anti-microbial 
to prevent odors. 


Pants 

Arc Teryx Theta SK ($375) 

The Theta SK is made of the “most waterproof, 
most breathable material on the market right now,” 
says Andy Weig of Wilderness House. These pants 
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sit above the waistline, have a full-stretch back, a full | Velvet ll Flurry ($90) W 
side zipper, a powder cuff, and a Kevlar instep patch | The Velvet Flurry is the 
to protect against fraying. “These pants move with first patented technical 
people,” says Weig. snow goggle anatomical- 


Burton Radar Jean Pant ($110) W ly fitted and designed for the 

We always thought that denim on snow was a female rider. The goggle is made of high- 
snow-sport no-no. But as Burton puts it, “We've 
taken a major faux pas and made it dope.” These 
pants look like a baggy pair of jeans. They've got a 
water-resistant wax coating, wicking mesh lining, 
gaiters, and streetwise style 


Burton AK Full Zip Pants ($180) 

The technical two-layer fabric defends against the 
rotten weather. The ankle-to-hip zip allows for ulti- 
mate accessibility, ease of entry, and maximum 
ventilation. These pants have fully taped seams, 
kickpatch panels, jacket-to-pant and cuff-to-boot Nina MacLaughlin can be 
interfaces, and a boatload of other reached at nmaclaughlin@ 
edge-cutting features phx.com 


layer to wick away moisture. The patented 
high/low-pressure vents control air flow and 
oust fogging. We're reluctant to list the 
colors the goggles come in, lest you 

think that girly fluff outweighs sub- 

stance. Violetta, lemon drop, wine cool- 
er, and blue mist represent a sampling 

of the goggle flavors. Sure, the colors 

are pretty, but performance comes first. 


Gloves 

Bonfire M20 ($70) 

A thermos keeps hot 
things hot and cold 
things cold. The Outlast 
Insulation that lines these 
gloves does something sort of similar. As you build 
up heat, the fabric absorbs it. As you cool off, the 
fabric releases your heat back to you. How does 
it know? We're not really sure, but we 

like the idea that our heat is something ~ 
we deposit into these gloves, from 

which to make a withdrawal when funds 

are low 


Black Diamond Dry Tool ($59) 

These light, extremely durable gloves put 

up a heroic fight against cold and wet 

They're windproof and water- and abrasion-re- 
sistant. They're made of Schoeller material, a 
Swiss blend of nylon, Lycra, CoolMax, and poly- 
ester. The leather pads are fantastically tanned by 
Pittards, leaving them supple and totally waterproof 





Head Cyber |.C 160 skis 


b 
a 
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Outdoor Research 

Mt. Shuksan Shell Mitts ($53) 

These Gore-Tex mitts are light, rugged, stuffable, 
and totally waterproof. The palms are made of 
1000d Hydroseal-200-coated Cordura and are wa- 
terproof to over 200 PSI. And that sounds pretty 
waterproof to us 


Helmets 

Boeri Kameleon ($90) 

Helmets are needed in the same way as seatbelts: 

you might be the best driver on the highway, but 

that doesn’t mean there aren't a bunch of buffoons 

on the road with you. Same goes for skiing. You ‘ 
wear a helmet not only to protect yourself in your ?, 
own wipeouts, but also to protect yourself against 

others’. The Kameleon is simple foam and plastic. 

It fits. It looks good. And it helps keep your cranium 

intact. 


W ’ f 
Ovo Titan ($159) 
The Titan has a polycarbonate main frame and a ff 
carbon-fiber dome. That's a fancy way of saying 

it's safe. It’s also durable and comfortable, and a 

Thermo-plastic ear base makes it warm. The iy 
three-point goggle-retention system prevents Es }:} 
against premature goggle ejection. Because we ate 

all know how disappointing premature goggle | 
ejection can be. 


- Goggles 


Smith Triad Spherical ($85) 

Be it brush, bumps, or babes, you want to see it 

all on the slopes. The shape of the lens on the 

Triad Spherical mimics the shape of the eyeball. 

That makes for a much clearer picture of what's in 

front of you. When you're traveling at speeds 

nearing 60 miles per hour, having the sharpest 

picture is paramount. PRODUCT SHOTS COURTESY OF THE WEB AND PAUL TAGGART 


density, hypo-allergenic foam with a CoolMax top 


1 big thank-you to our models, 
Jasanne and Rex, and everyone at 
Bob Smith's Wilderness House on 
Comm Ave 
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“SHAWNEE PEAK 


_YOUR MAINEJ 


Call the 
Mt. Washington 
Valley Motor Lodge 
at 800-634-2383 
today! Ski and stay for as 
little as $49 per person, 
per night! 


$199 College Student Season Pass! 
Full or part-time, undergrad or 
graduate students are ALL eligible for 
this GREAT deal! Buy Online! 


Celebrating 65 years 
of Skiing and Riding! 


WWW.SHAWNEEPEAK.COM 


SHAWNEE PEAK 


ROUTE 302, BRIDGTON, ME 
65 


207-647-8444 


Just 2'/: Hours from Boston! 


CHINOOK 
Recut ballet! 


Qntdoop Adveatur é 


93 HOLLAND STREET, 


SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02144 
PHONE: 617.776.8616 © FAX: 617.776.5272 


Enter to Win a pair 
of Native Eyewear 
sunglasses from: 


Chinook 
Outdoor 
Adventure 


log-on to: 


www.bostonphoenix.com 


Host of the 2003 NCAA Skiing Championships 


artenouth Skiay 


Ski the home of the “Big Green” 


Dartmouth Skiway 
Grafton Turnpike, Lyme Center NH 


(603) 795-2143 


skiway.dartmouth.edu 
JUST OVER TWO HOURS FROM BOSTON 


MASSACHUSETTS 

BERKSHIRE EAST, South River Rd 

Charlemont, (413) 339-6617 

http://www. berkshireeast.com 

Vertical drop: 1180 ft 

Trails: 45 total 

Snowboard area: half-pipe and terrain park 

Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 

Lifts: one triple, three doubles, and a wire 
rope tow 

Hours: Mon. and Tues. from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., Wed. and Thurs. from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m., Fri. from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sat 


from 8:30 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Sun. from | 


8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $25, $20 for students 
children under 18, and seniors over 65; 
weekends, $38, $30 for students and 
teens 13 through 18, $25 for children 
under 13, $20 for seniors. Reduced-price 
tickets are available for after- 
noon and night skiing. Rentals 
skis $25, children 
under 13 $20; snow- 
boards $30 and $25 
Lessons, group ski les- 
sons $20/hour, pri- 
vate ski lessons 
$40/hour 
board 


$2 


group snow- 
lessons 

5/hour, private 
snowbdoard lessons 
$45/hour 

BLANDFORD SKI AREA, Rie. 23 

Blandford, (413) 848-2860, or (413) 568- 

4341 for snow conditions. Operated by the 

Springfield Ski Club, Blandford is the oldest 

continuously operating club-owned ski area in 

North America 

http://www. skiblandford.org 

Vertical drop: 465 ft 

Trails: 26 total; 40 percent novice, 50 percent 
intermediate, 10 percent expert 

Snowboard area: half-pipe and terrain park 

Snowmaking capacity: 80 percent 

Lifts: three double chairs and a beginner tow 

Hours: Fri., Sat., Sun., and school vacations 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Night skiing on 
Fridays in Jan. and Feb. from 5 to 
9:30 p.m 

Rates: lifts, $28 full day, $21 half-day, and $19 
all day Fridays on-holidays 

¢c a 
sit Web site t 

V US package 

Lodging: available in 
area 

Events: TBA, Great Cardboard Box Race, see 
Web site for date 

BLUE HILLS, 4001 Washington St., Canton- 

Milton line, (781) 828-5070. The lodge is a 15- 

minute drive from Boston 

http://www.thenewbluehills.com 

Vertical drop: 309 ft 

Trails: seven trails ranging from novice to ex- 
pert 

Snowboard area: half-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 90 percent 

Lifts: one double chair, one pony lift, one rope 
tow, and one magic carpet 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m 
weekends from 8:30 a.m. to 10 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 
$25, $21 for children under 12; from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or 1 to 4 p.m., $21 and 
$17; from 4 to 10 p.m., $23 and $22; from 
6 to 10 p.m., $19 and $17; weekends and 
holidays, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m, $31 
and $27; from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 1 to 
4 p.m. or 4 to 10 p.m., $27 and $23; from 
6 to 10 p.m., $23 and $20. Rentals, skis 
or snowboards available in a package with 
ticket, weekdays $41, juniors $37; week- 
ends $47 and $43. Instruction, group les- 
son available in a package with ticket 
weekdays $39, juniors $35; weekends 
$45 and $41; one-hour private lesson $50 

Events: week-long ski camps over December 
and February school vacations, five days 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day, call for 
price 

BOUSQUET SKI AREA, 101 Dan Fox Drive 


15-mile radius of sk 


Pittsfield, (413) 442-8316. Child care avail- | 


able 
http://www.bousquets.com 
Vertical drop: 750 ft 


Trails: 21 total; seven novice, seven interme- | 


diate, seven expert 

Snowboard area: terrain park 

Snowmaking capacity: 98 percent 

Lifts: two double chairs, three tows 

Hours: weekdays from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m 
Sat. from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Sun. from 
9am. to4p.m 

Rates: daily lifts, $25, nightime lifts (4 to 
10 p.m.), $15. Rentals of skis, snow- 
boards, and snow blades, $18. Full-day 


tube rental, $15. Instruction, group lesson 
$25, private lesson $45 
Lodging: nearby in Pittsfield and Lenox 
Events: Feb. 2 and Mar. 9, freestyle snow- 
board competition 
BUTTERNUT BASIN, Rie. 23, Great Barring- 
ton, (413) 528-2000, or (800) 438-7669 for 
snow conditions. Base includes a children's 
nursery, clubhouse with locker rooms and 
cafeteria, an upper lodge with cafeteria, a sun 
deck, and a ski rental, repair, and clothing 
shop. Also see cross-country listing 
http://www.skibutternut.com 
Vertical drop: 1000 ft 
Trails: 22 total; eight novice, seven intermedi 
ate, seven expert 
Snowboard area: two top-to-bottom terrain 
parks. 


| Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 


Lifts: one quad, one triple chair, four double 
chairs, one poma, one rope tow. 
Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., week- 
ends from 8:15 a.m. to 4 p.m 
Rates: weekday lifts $32, $22 for 
seniors, students, and juniors 
under 14; weekends, $43 
for adults and stu- 
dents, $32 for seniors 
and juniors; $15 for a ticket 
on Mon. and Tues 
throughout the sea 
son. Rentals, $27, $22 for 
juniors, $15 for children 
Instruction, private les 
son $60, group lessons 
$25 
Lodging: Numerous motels, inns 
and B&Bs in the surrounding area of the 
Berkshires 
Events: Jan. 26 and Feb. 9, Battle for the 
Berkshires BoarderCross and SkierCross 
Mar. 8, Pepsi Family Fun Day 
CATAMOUNT SKI AREA, Rte. 23 
Egremont, (413) 528-1262. Half the lifts are in 
Massachusetts. the others are over the bor- 
der in New York 
http://www.catamountski.com 
Vertical drop: 1000 ft 
Trails: 28 total; 30 percent novice, 40 percent 
intermediate, 30 percent expert 
Snowboard area: snowboard park 
Snowmaking capacity: 96 percent 
Lifts: five double chairs, two tows, one j-bar 
Hours: Wed. through Sat 


y < n th 


South 


from 9 a.m. t 


a.m. to 4 p.n 

tes: weekdays, $29, $26 f 

14 through 22, and $22 

14 and seniors 65 and over; nights, Wed 

through Sat., $23, $20, and $18; week- 
ends and holidays, $44, $40, and $31 
half-day, $37, $35, and $26. Rentals, skis 
or snowboards $28, children under 14 
$23; half-day, $23 and $19. Instruction 
group lesson $27, private lesson $60 for 
one hour 

Lodging: nearby 

Events: Dec. 14 and 15, Annual Scout Week- 
end; Jan. 2, Columbia County Chamber 
Benefit Night; Jan. 11, Snowboard Con 
test, Slopestyle; Jan. 16, Roe Jan Lions 
Benefit Night; Jan. 25, Pipe Jam; Feb. 8 
Snowboard Contest, Slopestyle; Feb. 12 
Rotary Club Ski Day; Feb. 13, Fairview 
Hospital Benefit Night; Feb. 15, Pipe Jam 
Mar. 1 and 2, Annual Scout Weekend 
Mar. 8, Berkshire Snow Shoe Fest; Mar. 8 
and 9, Annual Scout Weekend 

JIMINY PEAK, Corey Rd., Hancock, (413 

738-5500. Call (413) 738-PEAK or (888) 4- 

JIMINY for snow conditions 

http://www.jiminypeak.com 

Vertical drop: 1140 ft 

Trails: 40 total; about one-quarter novice, half 
intermediate, one-quarter expert 

Snowboard area: park with a half-pipe and lift 

Snowmaking capacity: 93 percent 

Lifts: two quad, two triple chairs, three double 
chairs, one tow, one magic carpet 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 10:30 p.m 
weekends from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts $37, $28 for students 
from seven through 22 and seniors over 
62; half-day, $33 and $24; weekends $49 
for adults and students, $34 for children 
under 12 and seniors; half-day, $45 and 
$30. Twilight rate, from 3 p.m. to close any 
day, $32, $28 for students and seniors on 
weekdays. Rentals, skis and snowboards 


$28, $24 for children under 12 (half-day, | 
$24 and $20). Instruction, $30 for’ group 


lessons, $70 for private 

Lodging: On-mountain lodging available in the 
Country Inn 

Events: Jan. 28, 29, and 30, Special Olympics 
Feb. 23, Bay State Games; Mar. 2, Mardi 
Gras on the Mountain; Mar. 16, Mountain 
Dew Vertical Challenge; Mar. 22, Spring 
Fling 

NASHOBA VALLEY, Powers Rd., Westford, 

(978) 692-3033, or (800) 400-SNOW for snow 


conditions 

htttp://www.skinashoba.com 

Vertical drop: 240 ft., with a northwestern ex- 
posure 

Trails: 17 total; three novice, five intermediate 
nine expert 

Snowboard area: 400-foot half-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 

Lifts: one double chair, three triple chairs, four 
rope tows, one T-bar 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m 
weekends from 8:30 a.m. to 10 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $24, $22 for children 
under 13; weekends, $32, $30 for children 
and $18 for children under five; nights 
$22, $20 for children. Rentals, weekends 


$14; nights, $18 and $16; snowboards with 
boots $25. Instruction, $25 for group les- 
sons and $50/hour for private lessons 
Packages available 


ford 
OTIS RIDGE, Rte. 23, Otis, (413) 269-4444 
http://www.otisridge.com 
Vertical drop: 400 ft 
Trails: 11 total 
Snowboard area: snowboarders welcome 
Snowmaking capacity: 95 percent 
Lifts: one double chair, one T-bar, one pony 
tow, two rope tows 
Hours: weekdays from 9:30 a.m to 4 p.m 
weekends from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m, night ski 
ng Tue from 5 to 10 p.m 
Rates: weekday lifts, $15 for 


through Sun 
aduits 


S 65 through 69; week 


and jun 
iors, $5 for se 
r juniors, $10 
seniors 65 through 69; nights, $12 
Rentals, weekdays, $10 for s 
snowboards; weekends . 
snowboards; nig 
f snowboards. Le 
esson, $30 for one 
Lodging: nearby in Otis 
PINE RIDGE SKI AREA, Rte. 32, Barre 
355-6446 
Vertical drop: 200 ft 
Trails: one beginner, two 
more advanced 
Snowboard area: snowboard park. + 
Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 
Lifts: one T-bar, one rope tow 
Hours: Fri. from 4 to 10 p.m., Sat. from 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 to 10 p.n 


and Sun. from 9:30 a.m 


$10 for 


intermediate, on 


available 

SKI WARD, 1000 Main St 

845-1797 or (508) 842-6346 

http://www.skiward.com 

Trails: seven 

Snowboard area: half-pipe; there is also an 
area for snowtubing 

Lifts: five 

Hours: Mon. through Fri. from 1 to 9 p.m., Sat 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sun. from 9 a.m 
to 5 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $18 half-day (from 1 to 
6 p.m. or 4 to 9 p.m.); weekends and holi- 
days, $28 full day, $26 half-day. Rentals 
weekdays, skis $15, snowboards $25 
weekends and holidays, skis $17, snow- 
boards $25. Instruction, group lesson 
$20/hour, private lesson $35/hour 

SUNRISE HILL, 43 Washington St., North At- 

tleboro, (508) 699-0145. Owned and operated 

by the town of North Attleboro, Sunrise Hill is a 

small mountain great for beginners and day- 

trippers. As there is no snowmaking, the area 

is only open when there is enough snow on 

the ground. Call in advance 

http://www.nelsap.org/ma/sunrise.html 

Vertical drop: not available 

Trails: two 

Snowboarding area: none, but snowboarders 
are welcome to ski downhill trails 

Snowmaking capacity: none; area depends on 
natural snow. Call ahead for conditions 

Lifts: one J-bar 

Hours: depends on conditions 

Rates: call for rates. 

WACHUSETT MOUNTAIN, 499 Mountain Rd 

Princeton, (978) 464-2300, or (800) SKI-1234 

for ski conditions. Features NASTAR recre- 

ational racing. About an hour drive from 

Boston. http://www.wachusett.com 

Vertical drop: 1000 ft 

Trails: 18 total; one-third novice, one-third in- 
termediate, one-third expert 

Snowboard area: half-pipe. 

Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 


Shrewsbury, (508 


Lifts: two quads, one triple chair, one pony lift 


one poma lift, one carousel 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m 
weekends and holidays from 8 a.m. to 
10 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts (until 4 p.m.), $35, $27 for 
juniors under 13 and seniors 65 and over 


(half-day, $30 and $22); weekends and 
holidays (until 4 p.m.), $44 and $30 (half- 
day, $39 and $25); nights (4 to 10 p.m.) 
$33 and $25, 6 to 10 p.m., $29 and $22 
Add $10 to a day or half-day ticket and ski 
until 10 p.m. Rentals, $25, $20 for juniors 
and $16 for children under six; snow- 
boards, $30. Instruction, $25 for group les- 
sons, $60 for private, $40 for semi-private 
lesson by appointment 

Lodging: Wachusett Village inn. Call (978) 
874-2000 


CONNECTICUT 
MOHAWK MOUNTAIN SKI AREA, Rie. 4 


| Comwall, (860) 672-6100 or (860) 672-6000 
$20, $18 for children; weekdays, $16 and | 


http://www.mohawkmtn.com/default.htm 

Vertical drop: 650 ft 

Trails: 23 total; about 20 percent novice, 60 
percent intermediate, 20 percent expert 


| Snowboard area: none, but snowboarders 
Lodging: nearby in Acton, Concord, and West- | 


are welcome to ski downhill trails 
Snowmaking capacity: 98 percent 
Lifts: four double chairs, one triple chair 
Hours: Mon. through Sat. from 8:30 a.m. to 
10 p.m., and Sun. from 8:30 a.m. to 
4p.m 
Rates: lifts, all-day ticket, either 8:30 a.m. to 
to 10 p.m., $37, $30 for juniors 


$12 for children under five 


6 p.m. or 1 
under 16 
morning or 10 either 8:30 a.m. t 


2, and $1 


MOUNT SOUTHINGTON, off |-84 


ton, (860) 628-0954 or (800) 982 

http://www.mo 

Vertice 

Trails 
ate, f 

Snowboarding area: terrain park. There is a 
snowtubing park available on weekends 
and holidays 

Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 


Lifts: two double chairs, one triple chair, two T 


ive expert 


bars, two handle tows. 

Hours: Mon. through Thurs. from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m., Fri., Sat., and Sun. from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and 6 to 10 p.m 


Rates: weekdays 


all - 

kids under six; skis at night $23 and 

snowboards in the day $30, $28 at night 

Instruction, group lesson $22, private les- 

Ski-wee programs for children 
ages four to 12 available weekends and 
holidays 

Lodging: nearby in Southington 

POWDER RIDGE, 99 Powderhill Rd., Middle- 

field, (860) 349-3454 or (800) 622-3321 

http://www.powderridgect.com 

Trails: 17 total; seven beginner, six intermedi- 
ate, four expert 

Lifts: two double chairs, two triple chairs, one 
handle tow 

Snowboarding area: half-pipe and terrain park 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Snow- 
tube park is open from 9 a.m to 9 p.m. on 
weekends and holidays, and from 4 to 
7 p.m. on Wed. and Thurs 

Rates: lifts, weekday eight-hour timed ticket 
$29, $26 for juniors under 12 and seniors 
over 60; half-day, $26 and $23; night from 
5:30 to 10:30 p.m., $20 for all. Weekends 
and holidays, eight-hour timed ticket, $32 
and $29: half-day, $29 and $26; night $20 

Snowtube park is $18 for three 
hours Fri., Sat., and Sun., and $15 on 
Wed. and Thurs. Rentals, shaped skis 
$27; snowboards $30. Instruction, group 
lesson $23, private lesson $45 

Events: Jan. 25 and 26, Dough in the Snow 
Feb. 22 and 23, Special Olympics 

SKI SUNDOWN, 126 Ratlum Rd., New Hart- 

ford, (860) 379-7669, or snowline, (860) 379- 

SNOW. 

http://www.skisundown.com 

Vertical drop: 625 ft 

Trails: 15 total; 50 percent novice, 25 percent 
intermediate, 25 percent expert 

Snowboard area: none, but snowboarders are 
welcome to ski downhill trails 

Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 

Lifts: three triple chairs, one double chair 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m 

Continued on page 11 
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THREEDOM 






Offer valid until December 215, 2002 


THREE TIMES THE FUN 


With the College Threedom Pass, you can 
ski and ride three of New England's best and 
closest mountains all season long for one low price. 
The pass is good every day, but the offer is 
good for a limited time only. 

It's the best season pass value in the East. 


For more information and to purchase your 
Threedom Pass, go to threedompass.com. 









(53 Waterville Valley y 


CRANMORE 


Shop early for best selection. The skiers and 
snowboarders on your list will thank you! 


Adult packages starting at $149. Atomic or 
Blizzard packages from $239, K2 packages 
from $299. Adult boots start as little as $135 
with 11 boot models under $200. Got a 
growing teen? What you buy today will be 
too small next year? Now you can lease a 
$700 package for only $250. Kids shaped 
ski packages start at $135 and you get half 
back in trade next year. We even have kids 
shaped ski lease packages including boots 
for as little as $90 while supplies last. New 
England’s best selection of skiwear. Kids ski 
pants for $29.99, ladies pants for $39.99 
and men’s pants from $44.99. Our back- 


room bargains are always half off! 


SKi HAUS 


We have a full selection of skateboards in 
stock from all major brands. There are skate 
shoes from DVS, DC, Lakai, emerica, and 
more. Snow skates from World Industries, 
Burton, Gnu and Premier. We have all the 
new videos in both VHS and DVD with a 
staff that can help you choose one in the rat- 
ing system you want. There are Grenade 
gloves, Dragon, Spy and Oakley goggles and 
the best selection of packs around. And, we 
don't just have the latest and greatest snow- 
boards, we stock the basics from Burton, 
Ride, Salomon and more that'll leave you 
money to get to the mountain. Riders with 
up to 17 years experience can help you pick 
from real snowboard brands. 


Snowheards 


Wilmington 320 Lowell Street (Rte 129-Exit 38 off 193) Ski Haus 978/658-0044 NOTB Snowboards 978/658-5555 


Tax Free Salem, NH 317 South Broadway (Rte 28) Ski Haus 603/898-1722 NOTB Snowboards 603/898-8532 
Store Hours: Monday through Saturday 10 am til 9 pm and Sunday Noon til 5 pm 


Visit our website at www.skihaus.com 





ynder the Lights, 
Saturday 
em Nights! 


Ee POP... 


the Lights 


‘saturday Nights 92 Covert... 


ONLY 


ae — *%.. 
$37 inc.UbES..2° * 
Skiing....Snowboarding....Tubing.... 
Rentals....Lesson Clinic...Entertainment.. 
Ski or ride Saturday nights a 
3:00pm - 10:00pm from Jan.4 to Mar.15,2003 * 
for one low price. The most affordable 
night skiing in all of New England! 
tubing:hours are from 5:00pm - 10:00pm 


Northern New England’s Premier Night Skiing Mountain! 


Route 114, Henniker, New Hampshire 


24-Hour Information and Snow Conditions: 
1-888-PATS PEAK 


or visit www.patspeak.com 


PATS PEAK 


WOODWARD'S Resort wy 


Exit 33 off 1-93 RR1 Box 107 Lincoln. NH 03251 


1-800-635-8968 www. woodwardsresort.com 


¢ 90 Rooms ¢ Restaurant 
Lighted Ice Skating Pond 

e Lounge with Fireplace 

e Indoor Pool, Sauna & Jacuzzi 
e Raquetball « Game Room 

me © Guest Laundry 
e Snowmobile From your Room! 
« ©® Ski Rental Discounts 
Kids Stay & Eat FREE Program 


Ask About 3rd night Lodging FREE 


Cannon Mid-Week Ski & Stay 
INCLUDES. omy Sr. 
© | Night Lodging 
© | Day Skiing at Cannon Mountain Rane ' 
Loon Mid-Week Ski & Stay 
INCLUDES: Only $199 
LOGON e 2 Nights Lodging . 
TAN e 3 Days Skiing atLoon Mountain 


SKI & STAY THE WHITE MTS. 
CHOICE OF 5 GREAT SKI AREAS! 
INCLUDES 
° vd. ® 1 Night Lodging 
1 Day Skiing atLoon Mountain, Bretton Woods 
” ‘Connon, Cranmore or Waterville Valley Ski Areas 


LGN \ Bretton 
MOU TAIN 


Please Note; Rates Do Not Include Tax or Gratuity, 
All Midweek Rates are Sun. - Thurs. Non -Holiday. Expires 4/1/03 


Holiday Ski & Stay 
Packages from $119.95-$149.95* 


Apr s-ski activities include Turbo Tubing, 
live bands, dancing, drink and dinner specials. 


=} Sprint. 
GOTTA ROCK 


COLLEGE SNOWFEST WEEK 
January 5-10, 2003 


$49 Ski, Stay & Play* 


Per person, per night, includes lift & lodging. 
5 night stay only $225 per person. 


Daily food & drink specials. 
Fun-filled Apres ski events 
and nightly live entertainment. 
Never a cover! 


sugarloaf/usa. 


1.800.THE.LOAF 
www. sugarloaf.com 


as 


Sunday river 


1.800.543.2SKI 
www.sundayriver.com 








Introducing the Escape Pass, just one more way to 
get away from it all at Sugarbush, Vermont. This 6 
or 12-day pass offers substantial savings and can 
be shared with others. It’s a big place, so bring a 
friend. There’s plenty of room. 


6 PACK ESCAPE PASS: $270 


* 6 transferable full-day lift tickets 
* 2 lift tickets can be used per day (share with a friend) 


12 PACK ESCAPE PASS: $480 


¢ 12 transferable full-day lift tickets 
¢ 4 lift tickets can be used per visit (split it between 
2, 3 or 4 people - or hog them all for yourself) 


Reloadable at orginal price. Must purchase by 12/25/02. 
Call 800-53-SUGAR or order online at sugarbush.com 





SUGARBUSH 


Vermont's Mountain Resort 








Continued from page 6 

Rates: daily lifts, $35, $31 for children under 
15, $8 for children under seven; half-day 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or afternoons from 1 tc 

and $27 

$24 and $21 

non-holiday $18. Ski rental $29 for eight 


5 p.m., $31 nights from 6 tc 


10 p.m senior weekday 
hours, $25 for four hours, $16 for children 
under seven; snowboard, $36 for eight 
hours, $31 for four hours. Instruction, $24 
for group lesson, $55 for private lesson 

Lodging: Numerous hotels, inns, and B&Bs 
within 20 minutes 

Events: Jan. 25, Big Air Snowboard Compet 
tion; Feb. 1, Big Air Alpine Competition 
Feb. 16, Mountain Dew Vertical Chal 
lenge 


WOODBURY SKI AREA, Rte. 47, Woodbury 
203) 263-2203 
http://www.woodburyskiarea.com 

Vertical drop: 975 ft 

Trails: 18 total; one-third novice, one-third in 


termediate, one-third expert 
nowboarding area: two half-pipes and two 
all-terrain parks. The mountain also has 
snowtubing, snowshoeing, and an in-line 
skate and bike park; it’s the first mountain 
east of the Mississippi to allow snowbik- 
ing 
Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 
Lifts: one double chair, two rope tows, one 
handle tow at new sledding park 
Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.; all trails lit 
at night 
Rates: lifts, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., $25, $22 for 
children under 10; from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m 
$35 and $30; night lifts $17; $19 ticket for 
a three-hour session at the tubing park 
Rentals, skis $29, snowboards $31. In- 
struction, private lessons $45, group les 
sons $17 
Lodging: nearby in Woodbury 
Events: Nov. 16 and 17, Ski, snowboard, and 
skate competition for cash prizes 


S 











MAINE 
BIG SQUAW MOUNTAIN, Rie 
Greenville, (207) 695-1000 
ical drop: 1750 ft 
Trails: 22 total; 33 percent novice, 33 percent 





34 percer 


ntermediate 





owboard area: none, but snowboarders are 


welcome 
Snowmaking capacity: 60 percent 
Lifts: one triple chair, one double chair, one T 


bar, one surface lift 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $15; Fridays, weekends 
holidays, and vacation weeks, $25, $20 
for students, children four and under are 
free. Rental skis, $15; snowboards $20 
Instruction, private lessons $30 per hour 
$15 group lessons 

Lodging: available at 58-room lodge and 
nearby. 

BLACK MOUNTAIN, Rte. 2, Rumford, (207) 

364-8977. Also see cross-country listing 

Vertical drop: 470 ft 

Trails: nine total; two novice, three intermedi- 
ate, four expert 

Snowboard area: terrain park and half-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 75 percent 

Lifts: one T-bar, two handle tows 

Hours: Thurs. and Fri. from 3 to 9 p.m., Sat 
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sun. from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., with extended vacation 
and holiday hours 

Rates: lifts, all-day $17, $13 for children; half- 
day, $12 and $9. Rentals and instruction 
available 


Lodging: available in Rumford, 10 minutes | 


away 
CAMDEN SNOW BOWL, Off of Rte. 1, Cam- 


den, (207) 236-3438, or (207) 236-4418 for | 
| Hours: Thurs. from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fri. from 


snow conditions. The ski area overlooks 
Penobscot Bay. 
http://www.camdensnowbowl.com 


Vertical drop: 950 ft., with a north-northeast- | 


ern exposure 

Trails: 11 total; two novice, seven intermedi- 
ate, two expert 

Snowboard area: terrain park. There are also 
areas to skate and tube slide, as well as a 
toboggan chute 

Snowmaking capacity: 45 percent 

Lifts: two T-bars, one double chair 

Hours: Tues. and Thurs. from 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m., Wed. from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fri 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., and weekends and 
holidays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 


Rates: weekday lifts, $18 for adults and stu- | 


dents, $12 for children under 13; nights, 
Tues. and Thurs., $12 and $10, Fri., $14 
and $12; weekends and holidays, $28 
$22 for students, and $18 for children 
(half-day, $20, $18, and $12). Rentals 


$20 (half-day and nights, $15); snow- | 
boards, $20 (half-day and nights, $15); | 


inner tubes, $3 per hour. Instruction, $18 
for group lessons, $30 for private 

Lodging: available in Camden-Rockport area 

Events: Jan. 31 and Feb. 1 and 2, National 
Toboggan Championships 

EATON MOUNTAIN, Rte. 2, Skowhegan, 

(207) 474-2666. Mostly a night-skiing area 

Will be hosting snowmobile races this year. 

Vertical drop: 620 ft 

Trails: 19 total; 20 percent novice, 40 percent 
intermediate, 40 percent expert 

Snowboard area: snowboard park and half- 
pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 

Lifts: one double chair, one surface lift 

Hours: weekdays from 3 to 10 p.m.; week- 
ends, holidays, and school vacations from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 6 to 10 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $20, $17 for children; 
nights from 6 to 10 p.m., $18 and $16 
weekends, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. $20, $17 for 





per day; snowboards, $13 per night, $15 
per day group 
$10/hour, private lessons $18/hour 
Lodging: available at Kyes Mote! and Canaan 
Motel nearby 
LOST VALLEY, Lost 
(207) 784-1561 
http://www.lostvalleyski.con 


Instruction lessons 


Valley Rd., Auburr 


Vertical drop: 240 ft., with a northeastern ex 
posure 

Trails: six novice, four intermediate, five ex 
pert 

Snowboard area w jing park 





Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 

Lifts: two double chairs, one T-bar 

Hours: Mon. through Sat. from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m., Sun. until 5 p.m 

tickets are available by the hour 
On weekdays, two hours for $12, three for 
$14, four for $15, six for $17 
$18; on weekends, $17, $19, $22, $27 
and $30. Rentals, skis $20 (half-day $15 
snowboards $25 (half-day, $17.50). In 
struction, private lessons $50, group les 
son for two $60 and $15 for each addition- 
al person 

Lodging: discounts available at the Coastline 
Inn, Auburn Inn, and Munroe Inn 

Events: Jan. 5, beginning of Mountain Dew 
series; Jan. 20, JP Parisien Memorial 
Race; Jan. 25, Handicap Ski-a-Thon; Feb 
7, 8, and 9, City of Auburn Winter Carni 
val; Mar. 1, Magno Race 

SHAWNEE PEAK, Rie. 302, Bridgton, (207) 

647-8444. Top-to-bottom night skiing on 17 

trails 

http://www.shawneepeak.com 

Vertical drop: 1300 ft 

Trails: 40 total; one-fourth novice, one-half in 
termediate, one-fourth expert. 17 night 
trails 

Snowboard area: terrain features throughout 
trails and boardercross race series 

Snowmaking capacity: 99 percent 


Rates: flex 


eight for 





Lifts: one quad, two triple chairs, one double 
hair, one surface lift 
Hours: Mon. through Thurs. from 9 a.m 
9 p.m., Fri. from 9 é 
0 p.m., Sat. and holidays 
from 8:30 a.m. to 10 p.m 
Sun. from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.tr 
Rates ay lifts, all-day 
$30 children x 
through 12 and seniors 65 
and over; 12:30 p.m. to close 


$26 and $21; 4 p.m. to close, $21 
and $19. Weekends and holidays, all-day 
$42 and $29; 12:30 to close, $36 and $25 
4 p.m. to close, $21 and $19. Sat.-night 
special, 4 p.m. to close Sat. and all-day 
Sun., $45 and $35. Rentals, skis $26 
(nights $16), children five and under, $13 
snowboards $30 (nights $22), children 
$21. instruction, private lessons $45 

Lodging: nearby 

Events: Dec. 27, Ulir Fest ‘02; Jan. 8 and 9 
Racing with the Moon series begins; Jan 
24, Shawnee Peak's 65th Birthday Party 
Jan. 31, Moonlight Charity Challenge 
Feb. 1, Mountain Dew Vertical Challenge 
Mar. 7, International Rotarians Polio Plus 
Ski Day; Mar. 8, Joe Jones Snoriders Fes- 
tival; Mar. 22, Spring Fling Beach Party 

SK! MOUNT ABRAM, Rie. 26, Bethel, (207) 

875-5002. In addition to skiing, there's a new 

tubing park that is the longest in Maine 

http://www.skimtabram.com 

Vertical drop: 1050 ft 

Trails: 39 total; 26 percent novice, 49 percent 
intermediate, 25 percent expert 

Snowboard area: terrain park 

Lifts: two double chairs, one T-bar, one han- 
die tow, one tubing lift 


9 a.m. to 8 p.m. and weekends, holidays, | 
and school vacations from 9 to 4 p.m 

Rates: lifts, Thurs. and Fri., all-day $19, $15 
for juniors six through 17; half-day, either 
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or 12:30 to 4 p.m 
$17 and $13. Weekends and holidays, all- 
day $35, $25 for juniors and seniors 65 
and over; half-day, $26, $20 for juniors 
and $18 for seniors. Rentals, skis and 
snowboards $25, $15 for juniors (half-day, 
$16 and $10). Instruction, group lesson 
$20, private lesson $35, $30 for children 
six through 12. Tubing $12 for a full day, 
$6 for one hour 

Lodging: Bethel Inn & Country Club, Norse- 
man Inn, and other Bethel hotels have 
package deals with the mountain, and 
there are a variety of other inns, B&Bs, 
and motels in the area | 

Events: Dec. 29, Mountain Dew Vertical Chal- 
lenge; Jan. 1, Jeep Appreciation Day; Jan 
10, Maine Alpine Racing Association 
Slalom Competition; Jan. 24 and 25, 
Bates Winter Carnival; Mar. 15, Mt. Abram 
42nd Anniversary Celebration 

SUGARLOAF USA, Rie. 27, Carrabassett 

Valley, (207) 237-2000, or (800) THE-LOAF 

for reservations. The resort includes hotels, 

boutiques, restaurants, and a health club. Call 

(800) THE-AREA for lodging reservations 

Also see cross-country listing 

http://www.sugarloaf.com 

Vertical drop: 2820 ft 

Trails: 143 total, covering 45 miles, including 
glades and tree skiing; 27 percent novice 
30 percent intermediate, 43 percent ex- 
pert 

Snowmaking capacity: 92 percent 

Snowboard area: four to seven snowboard 


Lifts: two superquads, two high-capacity 
quads, one triple chair, eight doubles, two 
surface lifts 


| Hours: daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3:50 p.m 


children (half-days or night skiing, $18 
and $16). Rentals, skis, $14 per night, $12 


parks and a half-pipe 
| 


Rates: weekend and weekday lifts, $53 for 
adults, $47 for teens 13 through 18, $35 | 





| Lodging: 16,000 beds in the Mount Washing- 


| 
for juniors under 13 and seniors 65 and | 


over; half-day $39, $36, and $27; holi- | 





days, $54, $48, and $36. Rentals, skis 
$32, $18 for juniors and seniors, $13 for 
hildrer gh-performance equipment 
$42: snowboards, $32. Instructior 
lesson $25, private $65/r 

Lodging: on-n tain t 
aging a availat 

Events: [ 6 and 8, 5thaA Bud 
Blues Fest; De ind 8, Sugarloaf Arts & 
Crafts Holiday Show: Dec. 14 and 1 
Slass A Mogu! meet competition: De 
fireworks: Jan. 3, USASA Slope-style 
an. 4, USASA Boarder 
and 11, Bud Light Concert Series 
TBD: Feb. 1, Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Maine Sugarioat Charity Cha 
enge:; Feb. 1 and 2, Class B Meet pe 
tition; Feb. 8, Bud Light Concert Serie 
act TBD; Feb. 9, 10, and 11, Maine Spe- | 


Cial Olympics Feb. 22 and 23, Budweiser 
All-Star Aerial Show: Mar. 8, Bud Light | 
Concert Series, act TBD; Mar. 8 and 9 
Class B Freestyle competition; Apr. 11 
12, and 13, Budweiser Reggae Weekend 
SUNDAY RIVER SKI RESORT, Rie. 2, Newry 
(6 miles north of Bethel), (207) 824-3000 or | 
(800) 543-2SKI. Snow conditions for Boston- | 
area skiers, (617) 666-4200 or (508) 580 
0666. New entertainment center features a | 
lighted half-pipe, lighted ice-skating rink, teen 
center, restaurant, and nightclub. Also see 
cross-country listing 
nttp://www.sundayriver.com 
Vertical drop: 2340 ft 
Trails: 128 total 
cent intermediate, 31 
Snowboard area 
half-pipes, including « 





34 percent novice, 35 per 
percent expert 

six terrain parks and two 
ne lighted half-pipe 


with 


Snowmakin g capacity 97 D 


percent 


f glade acreage alsc 


vered 













Lifts: nine quad chairs (four high-speed de 

tachables), four triple chairs, two double 
hair ee surface lifts 
Hours: weekdays f Jam. to4 ‘ | 
Gs and honda 8 | 

Ra ad $4 
$3. 
R 
> ' 
| 
‘ 

| 
is ackages avail- | 
aD 
Loagin e mouptain, a 125- | 
On distance from lifts. | 
ondominiums, 20 1 Sr ap Lodge 
& Ski Dorm with meal pian available for | 
groups, and deluxe 230-room Summit | 
Hotel. Other lodging nearby | 


Events: Jan. 5 through 10, Sprint Gotta Rock 
College Week: Feb. 15, Palmer Rider 
cross Maine MountaiN Series Boarder- 
cross; Mar. 23 through 30, USA Snow- 
board Association National Champi 
onships; Apr. 5 and 6, 16th Annual Bust N 
Burn/Parrothead Festival 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 

ATTITASH/BEAR PEAK, Rie. 302, Bartlett 

(603) 374-2368, or (877) 677-7669 for snow 

conditions 

http://www.attitash.com 

Vertical drop: Attitash 
1450 ft 

Trails: 70 total; 20 percent novice, 47 percent 
intermediate, 33 percent expert 

Snowboarding area: terrain parks and 500- 
foot super-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 98 percent 

Lifts: two high-speed quads, one quad lift 
three triple lifts, three double lifts, three 
surface lifts 


1750 ft.; Bear Peak 





| Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., week- 


ends and holidays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: $49, $44 for young adults 13 through 
18, $32 for children under 13; half-day 
$39, $35, and $25. Adult one-day is $53 
during holiday periods. Rentals, skis $26 
$19 for juniors; snowboards, $33 and $27 
Lessons, $30 for group, $65/hour for pri- 
vate 


ton Valley area, with 1600 available at At- 
titash; call (800) 223-SNOW for packages 
Events: Nov. 28 through Dec. 20, Polar Ex- 
press; Dec. 22, Airwalk Superhits |; Dec 
26 through 29, Winterfest; Dec. 28, Holi- 
day Slopestyle; Jan. 1, 14th Annual Stan 
& Dan's Race; Jan. 4, Palmer Ridercross. 
Skiercross; Jan. 12, Airwalk Superhits II 
Feb. 1, Lenny Clarke Celebrity Ski Classic 
to benefit the Genesis Fund; Feb. 9, Air- 
walk Superhits lil; Feb. 27, Mountain Dew 
Vertical Challenge; Mar. 1 and 2, Bud- 
weiser Aerial All-star Show; Mar. 15, 12th 
Annual Cystic Fibrosis Ski Challenge 
Mar. 21, 30th Annual Red Parka Pub 
Challenge Cup Dual Pro Format; Mar. 23, 
Airwalk Superhits IV. 
BALSAMS/WILDERNESS, Rie. 26, Dixville 
Notch, (603) 255-3400, or (603) 255-3951 for 
ski conditions. This 15,000-acre resort also 





| has NASTAR facilities and a skating rink. Lifts 


are complimentary for registered guests. Also 
see cross-country listing 

http://www. thebalsams.com 

Vertical drop: 1000 ft 


| Trails: 14 total, plus eight acres of glade ski- 


ing; 30 percent novice, 45 percent inter- 
mediate, 25 percent expert 

Snowboarding area: terrain park and haif- 
pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 80 percent 

Lifts: one double chair, two T-bars 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $30, $20 for children 

Continued on page 15 
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Discover the 
magic at 
CUR ance me non a 


There's really 
no mystery to 
the magic.If 
you have 
always wanted 
to learn to ski or 
ride, Gunstock’s nationally 
recognized, award winning 
Mountain Magic program is 
the one for you! 


$109 three-day 
learning package 

For three days of your choosing, get: 

ea lift ticket *a two hour lesson 
*state-of-the-art Fischer Sceneo shaped 
skis or Snowboard 

And the Magic continues! After you've 
completed your third lesson, you'll receive | 
the Gunstock Magic Card 

and lots of discounts. 





Mountain Magic 





[oe 


~ 45 Trails, 8 Lifts 
¢ Snowshoeing 
«Cross Country Skiing 
¢ Snow Tubing 
Night Skiing 





_ 
| 


| Lessons, Rentals 
|*Mountain Gear Shop 
'eSki N Stay Packages 


Chad Marte! 


Ted Rauh Photo 


Rider 





from $49 pp,mdwk. 
1-866-SKISTAY 


Gunstock ,Route 11A, Gilford, NH 03249 
603.293.4341 locally or 1.800.GUNSTOCK 


www.gunstock.com 


e-mail: gunstock@gqunstock.com 

















THE ALTERNATIVE SKI AND SNO 
TEAM SHREDS NEW ENGLAND 


aed 


Pee, 7 ; o “. ; : 
sSacie F yo sh ea 


ates in * ii lil 


Win FREE lift tickets at the FNX warmup parties... 
Listen to FNX for details! 


I/il: WILDCAT 2/8: GUNSTOCK 3/8: JAY PEAK RESORT 
1/25: SUGARBUSH 2/éde: WATERVILLE VALLEY 3/ée: LOON 


NS Yar Pheenix 


" : ! ale, < wee de. a 
a aT 
—_ 





MOUNTAIN FRIENDS ano FREEDOM 


Snow, The Difference 


r 


N° 1 In THE EAST \fetok N° fin THE EAST 
TERRAIN PARKS = LIFTS 


COME ON UP ano STAY FOR FREE? 


Choosing where to stay during your Stratton 


vacation is just half the fun. Find the perfect * Three Days, Free Nights—just purchase a three-day 

: midweek lift ticket for $139t and Stay for Free two nights 
home for your family to launch from each at Stratton's Liftline Lodge. Lodging upgrades are 
memorable day - whether it is our renowned Long available, including the Long Trail House. This package 
Trail House, our beautiful condominiums, or the \' is available midweek, non-holiday from 


’ ee opening through closing. 
convenient Liftline Lodge — at www.stratton.com. — e * 


t Price is per person, per package, based on double occupancy. 


www.stratton.com 1-800-STRATTON Tax and service charge not included. Some restrictions may apply. 





Green Mountain 


Rock Climbing 
223 Woodstock Ave. 


Rutland, VT 0570" INDOOR 
ROCK CLIMBING GYM 
8,000 SQ FOOT 











MOUNTAIN 












Just 2 hours north of Boston 
Vermont Exit 6 1-91 


$42 Adult Weekend /Holiday, $32 Midweek 
$499 Full Season Pass, $199 Full Season 
Pass for Students, College & Military 
With Current Valid ID 


PREMIERE 


ICE CLIMB GUIDING 


visit our webpage,@ www.magicmtn.com 


CORPORATE ADVENTURE 
TEAM BUILDING 





Rte 11, PO Box 524, Lentinitisers VT 
802-824-5645 Fax 802-824-5199 


Email: Info@magicmtn.com 





www.vtclimbing.com 


" 86 Luxuriously 
=. X P R E 5 S decorated rooms. 
HOTEL << SUITES 


King and Two bedded rooms, One and Two Bedroom Suites, King Jacuzzi rooms, 
Hair dryers, [ron and boards, coffee makers, pay-per-view movies, Nintendo, 
27” color TV’s, Indoor heated pool, Hot Tub, Exercise facility, Business Center, 
Gift Shop, Guest Laundry and Indoor corridors. 


Enjoy a Complimentary Extended Continental Breakfast served daily 6:30am-10:30am. 
Breakfast consists of bagels, croissants, English muffins, danish, mixed assortment of muffins, yogurt, French 
toast, waffles, cold and hot cereal, fruit salad, juices and coffee. 


Vermont Ski Rate: 


Will include... Sunday - Thursday $85.95 

Map to all downhill and cross country ski Friday & Saturday $99.95 
locations in southern Vermont. (excluding Holiday Weekends) 

Special Vermont Gift *All Rates are based on 1-4 quests 


www.hiexpress.com | 
Reservation Number: (802)257-2400 100 Chickering Drive, Brattleboro, VT 














Continued from page 11 
weekends, $35 and $25. Mon. through 
Thurs., two can ski for the price of one 
Ski rental $26, snowboard rental $30. In 


for group lessons, $60 for 











struction, $40 
private 
Lodging: 209 rooms at Balsams Grand Re 
sort Hotel. All trail fees free to hote 
guests. Nursery care free to hot 
BLACK MOUNTAIN, Rie. 168 
(603) 383-4490 
http://www.blackmt.com 
Vertical dro 
Trails: 40 total; 34 percent novice, 32 percent 
intermediate, 34 percent expert 
Snowboard area: snowboard park 
Lifts: one triple, one double, one platter-pu 





JaCKSOF 





one J-bar 

Hours: daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $20, $15 for juniors 
under 19 and seniors 65 and over; week 
ends, $32 and $20. Rentals, $25, juniors 
$20; snowboards $20. Instruction, group 
lessons $25, private lessons $40 

Lodging: on mountain and nearby in Jackson 

BRETTON WOODS, Rite. 302, Bretton 

Woods, (603) 278-3320, snow phone (603 

278-3333, or (800) 258-0330 for lodging. Also 

see cross-country listing 

http://www.brettonwoods.com 

Vertical drop: 1500 ft 

Trails: 76 total; 31 percent novice, 41 percent 
intermediate, 28 percent expert 

Snowboard area: Accelerator Park and 500- 
foot haif-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 95 percent 

Lifts: four quads, one triple, one double, two 
surface lifts 

Hours: Sun. through Thurs. from 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m., and Fri., Sat., and holidays until 
9p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $49, $39 for teens from 
13 to 18, and $29 for children under 13 
weekends, $57, $46, and $34. Wed. lift 
tickets are two-for-one. Rentals, $28, $22 
for children and seniors; $33 for snow 
boarding, $28 for telemark. Instruction for 
skiing and snowboarding, $29 for group 
lessons, $65 for private; multiday rates 
and packages available 

Lodging: from budget conscious to the grand 
hotel, including the Mount Washington 
Hotel, Bretton Arms Country Inn, the 
Lodge at Bretton Woods, and Townhomes 
at Bretton Woods 

Events: Nov. 15, 16, and 17, Fall Food Festi- 
val; Nov. 30, Christmas with Dickens 
Dec. 13, 14, and 15, A Victorian Holiday 
Celebration; Dec. 15, USBA Cross Coun 
try Biathlon Race 10 and 7.5 km; Dec 
20 through 26, Family Christ- 
mas Celebration; Dec. 29 
New Year's Gala Celebration 
Jan 3, 4, and 5 
Winter Carnival 
Jan. 10, 11, and 
12, Future Chefs Winter 
Festival Weekend 
Jans 12 Board- 
erBlast 2003; Feb 
8, Fund Dash Dual 
Mar. 1, Nodobdy’s 
Children Ski-A- 
Thon; Mar. 1 and 2 
New Hampshire Biathlon 
Championships; Mar. 22 
BoarderBlast 2003 The Sec- 
ond Wave 

CANNON MOUNTAIN, Franconia Notch 

Parkway, off I-93, Franconia, (603) 823-8800 

Call (603) 823-7771 for snow conditions or 

(800) 227-4191 or (800) 237-9007 for lodging 

and reservations. The mountain is the home 

of the New England Ski Museum 

http://www.cannonmt.com 

Vertical drop: 2146 ft 

Trails: 45 total; 14 percent novice, 46 percent 
intermediate, 40 percent expert 

Snowboarding area: half-pipe and terrain 
park open to skiers and riders 

Snowmaking capacity: 97 percent 

Lifts: one tram, two quad chairs, three triple 
chairs, one wonder carpet, one kinder lift 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts (includes tram), $34 
$23 for juniors under 18 and seniors 65 
and up; weekends, $45, $37 for teens 13 
through 17, and $29 for seniors. On Tues 
and Thurs., two adult tickets are $40 
Rentals, skis $24, $18 for children; high- 
end rental equipment, $32; snowboards 
with boots, $32; high-end rental $36. In- 
struction, $29 for group lessons, $50/hour 
for private lesson 

Lodging: available in Franconia and Lincoln 

Events: Dec. 29, FSC Race; Jan. 4, Elvis 
Day, FSC Race; Jan. 25, Beach Party 
FSC Race; Feb. 1 and 2, FSC Race; Feb 
9, FSC Race; Feb. 22, Jack and Sam's 
Excellent Adventure & Hochebirdge Race 
on Gary's Slope; Mar. 1, Root Beer Rally 
Mar. 15, Crash Dummies Race KISS 108 
Mar. 16, FSC Race 

CRANMORE, North Conway, (603) 356- 

5543. Everyday low pricing and great values 

all season long. Call (603) 356-8522 for 

group sales packages 

http://www.cranmore.com 

Vertical drop: 1200 ft., with west, northwest 
and southwest exposures 

Trails: 39 total, including five glades; 36 per- 
cent novice, 44 percent intermediate, 19 
percent expert 

Snowboard area: new freestyle terrain park 
with quarter-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 100 percer 

Lifts: one quad, one triple chair, three double 
chairs, three surface lifts, two magic car- 
pets. 

Hours: Mon. through Thurs. from 9 a.m. to 


4 p.m., Fri. from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sat 











from 8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sun. from 
1. to 4 p.m.; tubing park open Fr 
0 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sun 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m 
Rates: weekday and weekend lifts, adults 
$35, children under 13 and seniors 70 
and over, $19; nights, $15 all ages 
Ss $25. Instruc 
tion, $25 for group lessons, $85 for pri 
vate 
Lodging: available at the Cranm« 
miniums and nearby 
DARTMOUTH SKIWAY, Rte. 10 (Exit 14 off! 
91), Lyme Center, (603) 795-2143, or (603 
643-4300 for lodging 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~skiway 
ical drop: 968 ft., two mountains with 
western and northeastern exposures 
Trails: 30 total; 25 percent novice, 50 percent 
ntermediate, 25 percent expert 
Snowboard area: snowboarding park 
Snowmaking capacity: 54 percent 
Lifts: one quad, one double chair, one J-bar 
Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 
Rates: weekday lifts, $25, $17 for children 
under 12, $17 for seniors 65 and older 
half-day $18, $14, and $10; weekends 
$36, $25 for non-Dartmouth college stu 
dents, $22 for children, and $17 for sen 
iors; half-day $27, $22, $18, and $10 
Rentals available, call for prices. Instruc- 
tion, $40/person 
Events: Jan. 11, Special Olympics; Feb. 8 
Sprite Snowboard Series; Feb. 8 and 9 
Dartmouth Winter Carnival; Feb. 22 
Tuck Winter Carnival; Mar. 1, Children’s 
jospital at Dartmouth fundraiser event 
GUNSTOCK, Rie. 11-A, Area Rd., Gilford 
(603) 293-4341, and (800) GUNSTOCK for 
lodging. Also see cross-country listing 
http://www.gunstock.com 
Vertical drop: 1400 ft 
Trails: 47 total; 30 percent novice, 60 percent 
intermediate, 10 percent expert 
Snowboarding area: a terrain park with two 
half-pipes and a Shredder 
Snowmaking capacity: 98 percent 
Lifts: one quad chair, twe 
double chairs, two handle tows 
Hours: Mon. from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tues 
Wed., and Thurs. from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m 
Fri. from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sat. from 
8:30 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Sun. from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 
Rates: Mon. lifts, $28, $20 for teens, $12 for 
children under 13, and $15 for seniors 65 
and over; Tues. through Fri., 9 a.m. to 
close, $36, $26 $16, and $15; Tues 
through Fri., half-day, $28, $20, $12, and 
$15; Tues., Wed., and Thurs., 4 p.m. to 
9 p.m., $20, $16, $14, and $16 
Fri. and Sat., 4 p.m. to 10 p.m 
$22, $20, $15, and 
$20; weekends and 
holidays, 8:30 a.m 
to close, $46, $36 
26, and $36; weekends 
and holidays, half- 
day, $36, $26 
$20 and $26 
Rentals, skis $28, $20 for 
half-day 
$20 and $16 
snowboard rentals 
$35 and $28; half-day $25 and 
$20. Instruction, ski or snow- 
board group lesson $28, $55 for 
Snowshoeing and tubing also 








y snowboard 


re Condo 





triple chairs, two 


children 


private 
available 

Lodging: many’ inns, motels, cottages, and 
B&Bs nearby, some that offer ski-and- 
stay packages with Gunstock 

KING PINE, Rte. 153, East Madison, (603) 

367-8896, or (800) 373-3754 for lodging 

Area includes a skating rink, indoor pool 

nursery, tubing area, and fitness complex 

Also see cross-country listing 

http://www. kingpine.com 

Vertical drop: 350 ft 

Trails: nine novice, five intermediate, three 
expert 

Snowboard area: new half-pipe and terrain 
park 

Snowmaking capacity: 100 percent 

Lifts: two triple chairs, one double chair, one 
handle tow, one wonder-carpet lift 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., night ski- 
ing Tues., Fri., and Sat. from 4 to 9 p.m 
plus holidays and vacation weeks 

Rates: weekday lifts, $24, $15 for children 
under 13; twilight, from 2:30 to 9 p.m 
$18 and $14; nights, from 4 to 9 p.m., $17 
and $13; weekends, $30 and $20; week- 
end twilight, $25 and $15; weekend 
nights, $17 and $13. Seniors over 65 ski 
for junior rate, children under six ski free 
Seniors 70 and over, weekday $5, week- 
end $10. Rentals, skis $22, $15 for chil- 
dren; snowboards $27 for adults and chil- 
dren. Instruction, $45/hour for private les- 
sons, $22 for group 

Lodging: Purity Spring Resort has 80 rooms 
in a variety of styles 


| Events: Jan. 4 and 5, Fourth of July in Janu- 


ary weekend; Jan. 5, Buddy Werner 
Race; Feb. 8 and 9, Mardi Gras weekend; 
Feb. 9, Wellinghurst Memorial 10km 
Classical X/C race; Feb. 18 and 20, Win- 
ter Carnival with fireworks on the 20th 
after night skiing 
LOON MOUNTAIN, Kancamagus Hwy., Lin- 
coin, (603) 745-8111. Call (800) 229-5666 for 
snow conditions, or (800) 229-STAY for lodg- 
ing at the mountain, or (800) 227-4191 for 
Loon lodging bureau. The resort is in the 
White Mountain National Forest. Also see 
cross ry listing. http://www.loonmin.com 
Vertical drop: 2100 ft., with a north-north- 
western exposure 
is: 44 total and five tree skiing areas; 20 
Continued on page 16 
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) for a week, fly ona plane or even drive 
on vacation. From impeccable grooming to” 
jendly staff, our full service resort atmosphere 


m. We will make you feel like you're on vacation 


/ 








































telat ies ad sean 
Ski & Stay packages starting at only $129 p/p midweek. 


9 Village inn Road ¢ Westminster, MA 01473 (800) 342-1905 * (978) 874-2000 * www.wachusettvillageinn.com 
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64 percent intermediate 





i 
ak pacit 19 pe nt 
e} j 4 ola 4 
$39 f de $ 
} j 
8 Renta $22 f hildre 
wooards $40, $35 for children. instr 
$33 for group les on weekdays 
$37 on weekends, $75/hour for private 


Lodging: slopeside lodging and many motels 
inns, B&Bs, condominiums, and resorts 
Events: Dec. 7 and 8, Snocross; Jan. 4 
USASA Freestyle Snowboard Event; Jan 
5th, Jeep King of the Mountain Series 
with international legends of ski racing 
Feb. 8, 4th Annual Mickey Dude Founda- 
tion's CASA Winter Golf-on-Snow Open 
Mar. 1, 11th Annual Briefcase Race with 
Mike Lynch to benefit the Faulkner Breast 
Centre Research Fund; Mar. 29, 12th An 
nual Mountain Dew Championships 

MOUNT SUNAPEE, Mount Sunapee State 

Park, (603) 763-2356, (603) 763-4020 for 

snow conditions, and (877) MTSUNAPEE for 

lodging. Tours available. Goosebumps is a 

fall-line, black-diamond mogul trail down the 

steepest face of Sunapee’s North Peak 

http://www.mtsunapee.com 

Vertical drop: 1510 ft., with a north-northeast 
exposure 

Trails: 60 total; 25 percent novice, 54 percent 
ntermediate, and 21 percent expert 

Snowboarding area: half-pipe and alpine ter- 
rain park 

snowmaking capacity: 97 percent 

Lifts: one high-speed detatchable quad, one 
fixed quad, two triple chairs, three double 
chairs, three surface lifts 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4.p.m 
ends from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $48, $39 for teens 13 

yugh 18 and seniors 65 through 69 

and $30 for ages seven through 12 

and over; weekend rates 

$45, and $34. Rentals, $31 


d under 


weeK 





and 
seniors 7 $51 
$19 for chil 


»whoards, $38 and 





$33; snowshoes snowblades avail 
able struction, $29 for group lessons 
$60 for private 
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Budd é f Egg 
1 Ma ' 
Event 
H ' + 
NEH r 
t F 
1p Ball; Feb. 8 
M Race; f ), Buddy Werne 
? > r ? t € 
F Mountain Dev t 
Fet ISASA Half-pipe 
mpetitior Fet JSSA Freestyle 
hog et: Ma NH State Char 
pionship; Mar. 8, Corporate Ski Challenge 
and Snow Sculpture Day; Mar. 15, Dual 


Freestyle Competition and Ben Allen Cup 

Race; Mar. 16, Third Annual Battle of Big 

Air, Mar. 22, Fifth Annual Slush Cup; Apr 

5, 12th Annual Intr Cardboard 
Sled Race 

PAT’S PEAK, Rie. 114, Henniker 

3245, or (800) 742-7287 for 

http://www.patspeak.com 

Vertical drop: 710 ft 

Trails: 21 total and three glades; 38 percent 
novice, 30 percent intermediate, 18 per- 
cent expert; 14 percent super-expert 

Snowmaking capacity: 90 percent 

Snowboard area: snowboard park 

Lifts: one triple chair, three double chairs, four 
surface 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., night 
skiing Mon. through Fri. until 8 p.m. (in 
Jan. and Feb. only); weekends and holi- 
days from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m, night skiing 
on Sat. in Jan. and Feb. until 10 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $26, $20 for children 14 
and under and seniors 65 and over; half- 
day or night, $20 and $16; weekends and 
holidays, $40 and $28; half-day, $28 and 
$22; night, $21. Rentals, skis $20, $18 for 
children and seniors, and $12 for children 
under six; half-day or night, $16, $14, and 
$6; snowboards, $30, $28, and $20; half- 
day or night, $25 and $23. Instruction, $20 
for group lesson, $45/hour for private les 
son 

ng: located nearby 

Jan, 5 

Feb. 15, St. A’s Carniy 
Josh Hall Memorial Board-A-Cross 

RAGGED MOUNTAIN, Ragg 

Danbury, (603) 768-3600 

Out-of-t 
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ates: weekday lifts, $32 for adults, $29 for 
te 1: x sat 
en ar er week 
ds and holid $4 adults. $3 l 
€ j $30 f and $22.50 for 
seniors. Rentals, $27: snowboards, $32 
instruction, $25 for group lesson, $50 for 








one-hour private ie 
Lodging: mid-mountain lodge and two-bed- 
room condos in nearby Danbury 


Events: Dec. 14, Ski East Race; Dec. 21 
USASA New Hampshire Series; Jan. 4 
Mountain Dew Vertical Challenge; Jan. 11 


Ski East Race; Jan. 12, COTE Open; Jan 
25 and 26, USASA New Hampshire Se- 
ries; Feb. 1, Ski East Race; Feb. 8 
Ragged Mountain Downhill and Ski East 
Race; Mar. 1, Ski East Race Finals; Mar 
29, Eastern Boarder's Last Call 

TENNEY MOUNTAIN, Rte. 3A, Plymouth 

(603) 536-4125, or (888) TENNEY-2 for snow 

conditions 

http://www.tenneymin.com. 

Vertical drop: 1400 ft 

Trails: 46 total; 12 percent novice, 58 percent 
intermediate, 30 percent expert 

Snowboard area: terrain park and tubing park 

Snowmaking capacity: 85 percent 

Lifts: one triple, one double, one platter pull 
three handle tows 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., week 
ends from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: lifts, weekdays, call for prices; week- 
ends $37, teens or military $32, and jun- 
iors six through 12, $21. Ski and snow- 
board rentals available; call for prices. In- 
struction, two-hour group lessons $28, pri- 
vate lessons $50 

Lodging: ski-and-stay packages available; af- 
filiated local inns and hotels provide free 
ski vouchers. Call for details 

WATERVILLE VALLEY, Rite. 49, Waterville 

Valley, (603) 236-8311, (603) 236-4144 for 

800) GO-VALLEY for 


cross-country listing 


w conditions. or 


eservations. Also see 





http://www.waterville.com 
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$32. | ict yroup lesson $ $ 
during holidays 
Lodging: more thar beds available 





nearby inns and t 

Events: Jan. 5, Sitour Snow Jam Race; Feb 
1, Boeri Supercross snowboard; Feb. 2 
Boeri Supercross ski; Feb. 8, Blades Mon 
ster Park Battle; Feb. 22, Mountain Dew 
Vertical Challenge; Mar. 8, Jack Williams 
Ski Race for Wednesday's Child; Apr. 1 
April Fool's Day, ski for $1 

WILDCAT MOUNTAIN, Rie. 16, Pinkham 

Notch, Jackson, (603) 466-3326, (800) 255 

6439, or (888) 754-9453 for snow conditions 

The mountain is across from Mt. Washington 

Child-care center at resort 

http://www.skiwildcat.com 

Vertical drop: 2112 ft 

Trails: 47 total; 25 percent novice, 45 percent 
intermediate, 30 percent expert 

Snowboarding area: terrain park 

Snowmaking capacity: 90 percent 

Lifts: one detachable quad, three triple chairs 

Hours: Mon. through Fri am. to 
3:30 p.m., weekends from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. (open every day until 4 p.m. in 
the spring) 

Rates: weekday lifts, $42, $36 for teens 13 
through 18 and seniors 65 and over, $25 
for children under 13; Wed., two for $52 
weekends and holidays, $52, $42, and 
$25. Rentals, skis $25, snowboards $33 
Instruction $30, $59 for pri 


from 9 








group lessor 





vate 

Lodging: Wildcat is in a national forest, so 
there is no slope-side lodging 
packages with the nearby North Sey 
Grand Hotel and other lodges in Jackson 


and Gorham 
Events: Jan 

Jan. 25, UNH 

Wildcat Valley 

board Box Race 


WFNX-hosted 





Apres 
Carnival; Feb. 2 
Feb. 18, Card- 
20 Mountain Dew 


Winter 
Inferno 


Feb 


M r 

Ur eng via > and Le 
Vomer Weekend: Mar. 2 for Life 
Vertical Cha ye to benefit the F € 


VERMONT 
ASCUTNEY MOUNTAIN RESORT, Ae 


f 


Lodging 


BOLTON VALLEY, Rte 
Bolton 
3444. This full-service resort of- 
fers child care, dining, a sports 

center, and evening activities. It 
changed ownership very re- 

cently 
change 
Also see cross-country 
http 
Vertical drop: 1625 ft 
Trails 


ates: weekday 


484 1 8 


ciuces af ) st 


J a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays, 8:3¢ 


4 p.m weekends and holidays 


ft, $48 for adults, $33 for 
hildren under 
ft. $52 


16 and seniors; weekend 


and $37. College ticket, $35, mid 
week non-holiday. Rentals, $30 for adults 
and $20 for children, $30 for snowboards 
for adults or children. Instruction for down- 
hill, cross-country, telemark, and snow 
boarding available 

215 slopeside rooms consisting of 
hotel rooms and one-, two-, and three- 
bedroom condominiums 

2 (Exit 10 off 1-89) 


(877) 926-5866 or (802) 434- 


prices subject to 
call or check Web site 
listing 
www.boltonvalleyvt.com 


52 total; 27 percent novice, 47 
percent intermediate, 26 percent expert 


Snowmaking capacity: 60 percent 


Lifts: one quad, four double chairs, one sur 
face lift 

Hours: Mon. from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tues 
through Sat. from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., and 
Sun. from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, 9 a.m. to close, $40, jun 
iors seven through 17, $26; 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. or 1 p.m. to close, $30 and 


L 
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$20; nights, 6 p.m. to close, $26 and $16 
and $33; 9 a.m 





kend/holiday lifts, $47 








dging: 146 hotel ro 


ims at the resort 

















BROMLEY MOUNTAIN, Rie. 11, six miles 
Manchester Center, (802) 824-5522 
for reservations 800) 865 


802) 824-5458 
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te fis. $46. 38 f f 
gt 1 teens i 
ef nilarer alf-day ) and 
$24: weekend and holiday lifts, $52, $45 
and $35; half-day, $42, $36, and $29 


Rentals, skis $30, $20 for juniors, half- 
day, $22 and $14; snowboards $30 for 


adults and juniors, half-day $22. Instruc- 
tion, $35 for group lessons, $70 for one- 
hour private lesson 
Lodging: 300 rooms available 
other lodging nearby 
Events: Jan. 12, Poland Spring Winterfest 
Feb. 15, February Festival; Feb. 23, Kare 
Andersen's 18th Annual Telemark Race 
and Festival; Mar. 15, Mountain Dew 
Vertical Challenge; Mar. 15 
Vermont Agricultural Day 
BURKE MOUNTAIN, Rie. 114 
(Exit 23 off 1-91), East Burke 
(802) 626-3322 or (800) 922- 
BURKE. Also see cross-coun 
try listing 
http://www.skiburke.com 
index.htm! 


on mountain 


Vertical drop: 2000 ft., with a northern 
exposure 
Trails: 43 trails and glades; 25 percent novice 
45 percent intermediate, 30 percent ex 
pert 


Snowboarding area: all but one 
board-friendly, and a ets 
added this season 

Snowmaking capacity: 76 percent 

Lifts: one quad chair, one double chair, one J 

one poma 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m 


rail iS SNOW- 





bar 
to 4p.m 
weekday lifts off-peak, $29, $2¢ 


niors and teens 13 to 





children under 13; weekends, $39 
and $25 2, and 
Rentals, skis $22. juniors $17: s 


Instn 





uniors $28 
for group lessons, $49 for private 


Continued on page 18 
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70 Trails and Glades’ MW 
12 Lifts, including 3 Quads SUMMIL Next Time, 


143-room Slopeside Hotel STAY S LO PES] [) F 





As low as 


+391 


1-5 Day 
Midweek Madness 


GETAWAY 


Enjoy uncrowded slopes and 
midweek skiing and riding at 
its best. Our Midweek Madness 
Package includes slopeside 


accommodations and lift ticket. 
#BOSPHE 


Fe cat se *PP/PN/DO, Midweek, plus tax & gratuity 
is Rage the oe Jan 1, 2003- March 13, 2003, Sun - Thurs, holiday periods excluded. 









Go to www.attitash.com for all 
the info or call (888) 554-1900 today! 






www.attitash.com 


LODGING RESERVATIONS: (800) 223-SNOW «+ 24-Hour TOLL-FREE SNOWPHONE: (877) 677-SNOW 
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Access Mount Sunapee 


Groom ing 
Terrain, Parks 


F 
amily Programs 
Snow 


z 
me enery 


Ten SKI Magazine Medals for 
Excellence. No wonder Mount Sunapee 
is the fastest growing ski resort in 

North America! 


MOUNT Value 
SUNAPEE — 


NEW HAMPSHIRE’S RESORT GOS3-763-2356 


Servicg 
Lifts 


Check out the best local 
MP3s in Boston. 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


ot T 1 


MOUNTAIN Resor’ 


Cranmore’s new DARKSIDE TERRAIN PARK— 


a chaotic carnival of energy, with 11 newrails, 


jibs, trannies, spines and fun boxes. 


www .cranmore.com 
Si tisalele}i (ma coloto Mm) loladam Geolalaleh 7 | 603-356-5543 | 800-SUN-N-SKI 
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Lodging: room for 800 
also nearby 

Events: Mar. 22, Big Air Competition witt 


JAY PEAK, 4850 Rte. 242, Jay, (802) 988- 
611. Ca 800) 451-4449 for reservation 
Jay Peak boasts 


Thre m 
snow annually. Three touring 


yy Near mountain 


0 


average 


nearby for cross-country skiers 
backcountry skiing; guided 1 


able 

nite w.jaypee 

Vertical dror 

Trails: 76 trails, glades and chutes; 20 per 
ent novice, 40 percent intermediate, 40 
percent expert 

Snowboard area: terrain park and half-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 80 percent 

Lifts: one 60-passenger tram, three quad 
chairs, one triple chair, one double chair 
one T-bar, one moving carpet for begin- 
ners 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., week- 
ends from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: daily lifts, $53, $39 for children under 
18, $30 for students, and $12 for seniors 
Rentals, $30, $20 for children. Instruction 
$48/hour for private lesson, $25 for group 
lesson 

Lodging: available at slopeside Hotel Jay 
condos, townhouses, single family homes 
and in nearby area 

Events: March 3 and 22, Annual IFSA Glade 
and Chute Bash 


KILLINGTON, Ries. 4 and 100, Killington 


(802) 422-3333. Call (802) 422-3261 for snow | 
| Vertical drop: 1700 ft | 
| Trails: 145 total, including tree terrain; 25 per- | 
cent novice, 53 percent intermediate, 22 | 


conditions, or (800) 621-6867 for reserva- 

tions. Killington consists of seven mountains 

and lift tickets are also valid at Pico Mountain 

It's usually the first mountain open in the fall 

and the last one to close.in the spring 

http://www.killington.com 

Vertical drop: 3150 ft 

Trails: 200 total; 36 percent novice, 32 per- 
cent intermediate, 32 percent expert 

Snowboard area: two half-pipes, two terrain 
parks, and a boardercross course 

Snowmaking capacity: 70 percent 

Lifts: 12 quads (six are high speed), two gon- 
dolas, seven surface lifts, six triple chairs 
four double chairs 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., week- 
ends from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: daily lifts, prices will not be available 
until late November; prices for multi-day 
packages are posted now; call or check 
Web site. Rentals, skis, snowboards, or 
snow blades, $34, $21 for juniors. Instruc- 
tion, group lesson $34, one-hour private 
lesson $89 ($5 holiday surcharge) 

Lodging: rooms for 18,000 in the region 

Events: Dec. 7, Holiday in the Hills; Dec. 9 
through 13, Race Week; Jan. 26 through 
31, Taste of Killington Week; Feb. 8, Bud- 
weiser All-Star Aerial Show; Feb. 12, Su- 
perpipe/Park Jam; Feb. 19, Superpipe. 
Park Jam; Mar. 8, Budweiser All-Star Aeri- 
al Show; Mar. 16, Superpipe/Park Jam 
Mar. 23, Second Annual Superpipe & Rail 
Jam; Mar. 30, Seventh Annual Sunshine 
Day Dream Festival, A Tribute to the 
Grateful Dead; Apr. 5, 23rd Annual Bud- 
weiser Bear Mountain Mogul Challenge 
Apr. 12 and 13, 10th Annual Spring 
Loaded Pro/Am Snowboard Event 

MAD RIVER GLEN, Rie. 17, Waitsfield, (802) 

496-3551, or (802) 496-2001 for snow condi- 

tions 

http://www.madrivergien.com 

Vertical drop: 2037 ft 

Trails: 45 total; 30 percent novice, 30 percent 
intermediate, 40 percent expert 

Snowboarding area: no snowboarders al- 
lowed 

Snowmaking capacity: 15 percent, but the 
area gets plenty of natural snow 

Lifts: three double chairs, one single chair 
one handle tow 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., week- 
ends from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: $42, $30 for children from six to high 
school and seniors; half-day, $35 and $24 
Rentals, $24, $19 for children. Instruction 
$55 for private lessons ($20 each addi- 
tional person), call for prices for group les- 
sons 

Lodging: nearby in Waitsfield or Warren 

Events: Dec. 28, Mad River Glen Snowshoe 

al; Jan. 4 and 5, Green Mountain 
eekend; Jan. 11 and 12, National 

Guard Weekend; Jan. 25, 5th Annual Up- 
hill Snowshoe Challenge; Feb. 1, Triple 
Crown Mogul Challenge: Feb. 22, Junior 
Mogu! Challenge; Mar. 1, Unconventional 
Terrain Competition; Mar. 8, Backcountry 
Challenge; Mar. 15 and 16, North Ameri- 
can Telemark Festival; Mar. 21, Vertical 
Challenge; Apr. 4, 5, and 6, Vermont Ad- 
venture Games 

MAGIC MOUNTAIN, Rte. 11, Londonderry 

(802) 824-5645 

http://www.magicmtn.com 

Vertical drop: 1700 ft 

Trails: 33 total; 25 percent beginner, 25 per- 
cent intermediate, 50 percent expert 

Snowboarding area: hits and terrain parks for 
snowboarders 

Snowmaking capacity: 87 percent 

Lifts: one triple chair, one double chair, two 
surface lifts 

Hours: daily from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $32, $26 for teens 13 
through 17, $22 for children; half-day 
$28, $22 
and $32: half-day 
Snow-tubing t 

$7. Rentals 


44 


Lodging: 19 lodging areas near the mountain 
Visit Magic Mountain's Web site for a 
complete listing 

Events: Feb. 14, Valentine's Day Couple's 
Race; Feb. 22, Magic Mountain Extreme 
Challenge and torchlight parade; Mar. 15 
Levitation Big Air 

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE SNOW BOWL, 

Middlebury, (802) 388-4356, or (802) 388- 

7951 for | ny 

http://www.middiebury.edu/~snowbowl 

fertical drop: 1050 ft 

Trails: 15 and two glade areas 

Snowboard area: terrain park 

Snowmaking capacity: 35 percent 

Lifts: two double chairs, one triple chair. 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., except for 
Christmas 

Rates: weekday lifts, $26, $20 for students 
and seniors 62 and over; half-day, $21 
and $15; weekends, $32 and $25; half- 
day, $26 and $20. Rentals, skis $26, $20 
for juniors 11 through 14 (half-day, $23 
and $17); snowboards $25 and $20; half- 
day, $20 and $15. Instruction, $47/hour 
for private lesson, call about group les- 
sons 

Lodging: nearby 

Events: various slalom and giant-slalom races 
take place throughout Jan., Feb., and 
Mar. Call for dates and registration info 

MOUNT SNOW, Rie. 100, West Dover, (802) 

464-3333, or (802) 464-2151 for conditions 

or (800) 245-SNOW for reservations and in- 

formation. Mount Snow includes nearby 

Haystack in its trail system 

http://www.mountsnow.com 


percent expert 


Snowboarding area: five terrain parks and two | 


half-pipes 

Snowmaking capacity: 85 percent 

Lifts: three high-speed quad chairs, one regu- 
lar quad chair, 10 triple chairs, four double 
chairs, two surface tows, three magic car- 
pets 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., week- 
ends from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 


Rates: midweek lifts, $52 for adults, $47 for | 


juniors from 13 through 18, $36 for chil- 
dren six through 12 and seniors over 65 


weekends and holidays, $61, $54, and | 


$41. Haystack lift tickets $43, $30 for chil- 


Cre 


dren six through 12 and seniors. Rentals 
ski or snowboard packages $35, $25 for 
juniors and seniors. Instruction, group les- 
son for $35, private clinics are $82 for an 
hour 

Lodging: new slopeside resort hotel, four 
condo complexes, and a 92-room lodge at 
the base of the mountain; more than 60 
inns and lodges nearby 

Events: Dec. 14 and 15, Rock Maple Racing 
Snocross Series at Haystack; Jan. 4 and 
5, Rock Maple Racing Snocross Series 
Jan. 12, Ridercross Series Opener; Jan 
19, Ridercross Series #2; Jan. 25, Moun- 
tain Dew Vertical Challenge; Feb. 2, Rid- 
ercross Series #3; Feb. 15 and 16, Bud- 
weiser All-Star Aerial Show; Feb. 16, Rid- 
ercross Series #4; Feb. 22, Mega Mother 
Hucker; Mar. 8 and 9, 5th Annual Anti- 
Gravity Grail; Mar. 22, 20th Annual Glade- 
iator Bump Competition; Mar. 29 and 30 
7th Annual Spring Reggae Festival; Mar 
29, 2nd Annual Sink or Skim; Mar. 30, Sth 
Annual Dummy Downhill; Apr. 5, 13th An- 
nual Snow Tire Slalom; Apr. 12, Rock 
Maple Racing Snowmobile Hillcross 

OKEMO, Rte. 103, Ludlow, (802) 228-4041 

(802) 228-5222 for snow conditions, or (800) 

78-OKEMO for reservations 

http://www.okemo.com 

Vertical drop: 2150 ft 

Trails: 106 total; 25 percent novice, 50 per- 
cent intermediate, 25 percent expert 

Snowboarding area: five terrain parks and two 
super-pipes 

Snowmaking capacity: 95 percent 

Lifts: eight quad chairs (four high-speed de- 
tachables), three triple chairs, five surface 
lifts 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., week- 
ends and holidays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $57, $47 for teens 13 
through 18 and seniors 65 through 69 
and $37 for children under 13 and seniors 
70 and over; weekends, $62, $53, and 
$40. Rentals, skis or snowboards $32 
$22 for juniors under 12; performance 
equipment available at higher prices. In 
struction, $32 for group lessons, $75 for 
private 

Lodging: on-mountain, Okemo Mountain 
Lodge, Kettle Brook, Solitude Village 
Ledgewood, and Winterplace Condos 
offer 2400 beds; 50 other lodges nearby 

Events: Feb. 23, Mountain Dew Vertical Chal- 
lenge; Mar. 1, Vermonte Carlo Casino 
Night fundraiser for OMARA and OMS 
Apr. 5, Slush Cup; Apr. 6, Dummy Big Air 
Lontest 

PICO, Rte. 4, Sherburne Pass, fF 


422-3333, (802) 422-3261 fo 


tions, and (800) 898-7426 for reservations 

Explorer and mountaineer programs also of- 

fered. 

http://old. killington.com/pico/index.htm 

Vertical drop: 1967 ft 

Trails: 48 total; 23 percent novice, 48 percent 
ntermediate, 31 percent expert 

Snowboard area: half-pipe and Alpine park 

Snowmaking capacity: 75 percent 

Lifts: two quads, two triple chairs, two double 
chairs, one surface lift 

Hours: Mon. through Fri. from 9 a.m. to 

weekends and holidays from 
8 a.m. to4 p.m 

Rates: midweek lifts, $45, $35 for teens, and 
$25 for juniors and seniors; half-day, $35 
$25, and $20. Rentals, skis or snow 
boards, $33 for adults and teens and $20 
for juniors or seniors; half-day, $25 and 
$16. Instruction, $33 for adult group les- 
son, $36 for young adult or child group 
lesson, $85/hour for private lesson 

Lodging: available on mountain 

Events: Jan. 25 and 26, TeleFair; Mar. 24 
Fred's Freeride Super Pipe Rail Jam 

QUECHEE LAKES, 1 River Rd., Quechee 

(802) 295-9356 

http://www.quecheeclub.com 

Vertical drop: 650 ft 

Trails: three beginner, four intermediate, one 
expert 

Snowboard area: none, but snowboarders are 
welcome to ski downhill trails 

Lifts: one chair, two surface, one T-bar, one 
rope tow, one double chair lift 

Hours: Fri., Sat., and Sun. from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. During school vacations and 
Christmas break, also open Mon. through 
Fri. from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: daily lifts, $28, $24 for children; half- 
day, $22 and $20; twilight, 2 p.m. to close 
$10 and $8; Sun. from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m 
$20 and $16. Holiday periods are blacked 
out; only season-pass holders can ski 
Rentals, skis $25, $18.for junior equip- 
ment; snowboards $26 for adults and jun- 
iors. Instruction, $45 for a group lesson 
$70/hour for a private lesson 

Lodging: nearby 

SMUGGLERS’ NOTCH, Rte. 108, Smugglers 

Notch, (802) 644-8851, (800) 451-8752, or 

(802) 644-1111 for snow conditions. The trail 

system extends over Morse, Madonna, and 

Sterling Mountains. Also see cross-country 

listing 

http://www.smuggs.com. 

Vertical drop: 2610 ft 

Trails: 72 total; 22 percent novice, 53 percent 
intermediate, 25 percent expert 

Snowboarding area: two terrain parks and 
one half-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 62 percent 

Lifts: six double chairs, one T-bar, two handle 
tows 

Hours: weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 
weekends from 8 a.m. to 4.p.m 

Rates: regular season lifts, $54, $38 for 
youths under 19 and seniors 65 through 
69; half-day, $42 and $30; holidays, $58 
and $40; half-day, $46 and $32; early or 
late season, before Dec. 7 or after Mar 
30, $40 and $30; half-day, $32 and $22 
Rentals, skis or snowboard $35, $26 for 
youths under 18. Instruction, $36 for 
group lessons; $85 or $70 for a private 
lesson, depending on time of day 

Lodging: on mountain 

Events: Jan. 11, SuperPipe Jam |; Jan. 25 
Heritage Winterfest and Primitive 
Biathlon and USASA Half-Pipe Competi- 
tion; Feb. 1 and 2, Verizon Luge Chal- 
lenge; Feb. 8, SuperPipe Jam Il; Feb. 9 
USASA Half-Pipe Competition; Feb. 15 
Second Annual 5K Snowshoe Run and 
2K Gourmet Walk; Mar. 1, USASA Half- 
Pipe Competition; Mar. 8, SuperPipe Jam 
Ill; Apr. 5, Brian Kidd Day feat. SuperPipe 
Jam IV 

STOWE MOUNTAIN RESORT, 5781 Moun- 

tain Rd., Stowe, (802) 253-3000, (802) 253 

3600 for ski conditions, and (800) 253-4154 

for reservations. Alpine tickets at Stowe are 

also honored at the Stowe Mountain Cross 

Country Center. Also see cross-country list 

Ing 

http://www.stowe.com 

Vertical drop: 2360 ft 

Trails: 51 total; 16 percent novice, 59 percent 
ntermediate, 25 percent expert 

Snowboard area: beginner park, mini-park 
advanced-terrain park, and super-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 73 percent 

Lifts: one eight-passenger gondola, one 
quad chair, one triple chair, six double 
chairs, three surface lifts 

Hours: weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 
weekends from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., night 
skiing Thurs., Fri, and Sat. from 5 to 
9 p.m. and during the holiday period 

Rates: ticket prices TBA. Rentals, $42 for 
skis, $40 for snowboards, and $30 for 
telemark. Lessons, $35 group, $85 for 
private 

Lodging: more than 60 country inns and 
lodges are at the slopes or nearby 

Events: Dec. 13, 14, and 15, Chevy Snow 
Lodge Tour; Jan. 9, torchlight parade and 
fireworks; Jan. 12, Slopestyle Series | 
featuring some of the best freestyle talent 
in the East; Jan. 17 through 26, Winter 
Carnival; Feb. 9, Slopestyle Series |! 
Feb. 23, Stowe Derby; Mar. 29 and 30 
Spring Summit Celebration Part |; Mar 
30, Slopestyle Series Ill; Apr. 5 and 6 
Spring Summit Celebration Part Il; Apr 


4 p.m 


‘ 


and 13, Spring Summit Celebrat 
Part Ill 

STRATTON SK! AND SUMMER RESORT, 

Rte. 30. Bondville. (802) 297-2200. (80K 


STRATTON for reservations. or (802) 297 
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4211 for snow conditions. Also see cross- 

country listing. http://www.stratton.com 

Vertical drop: 2003 ft 

Trails: 90 total; 42 percent novice, 31 percent 
intermediate, 27 percent expert 

Snowboard area: six terrain parks and a 
night-lit half-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 90 percent 

Lifts: one gondola, four six-passenger lifts 
four quad chairs, one triple chair, two dou- 
ble chairs, two surface lifts, three magic 
carpets 

Hours: daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: check Web site for lift prices. Strattor 
Express card saves 25 percent off week 

and holidays, and 50 percent off 

midweek lift tickets 

$21 


ind $24: sn 


ends 
Rentals, skis, week 
Jays $30 


f juniors, weekends/hol 


days, $34 ywooards, week 
Jays $39 and $3¢€ 
$43 and $39. Instruction, $32 for group 
lessons, private lessons start at $75/hour 

Lodging: on the mountain and nearby 

Events: Dec. 21, Snowflake Festival; Feb 9 
and 10, the Drambuie Open; Feb. 15 
Snowflake Festival; Mar. 8 and 9, Jimmie 
Huega Express; Mar. 10 through 16, US 
Open Snowboarding Championships; Mar 
22, Trailblazers End of Season Party 
Mar. 29 and 30, Stratton’s final Snowflake 
Celebration and Spring Fling 

SUGARBUSH RESORT, Off |-89, Warren 

(802) 583-2381, (802) 583-SNOW for snow 

conditions, and (800) 53-SUGAR for lodging 

reservations. Skiing on six mountain peaks 

all within Sugarbush North and South 

http://www.sugarbush.com 

Vertical drop: 2650 ft 

Trails: 115 total; 21 percent novice, 44 percent 
intermediate, 35 percent expert 

Snowboarding area: two terrain parks and a 
regulation half-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 67 percent 

Lifts: seven quad chairs, three triple chairs 
four double chairs, four surface lifts 

Hours: daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: lifts, weekdays, $48, $42 for teens 13 
through 18, and $35 for juniors under 13 
and seniors 65 and over; weekends, $57 
$49, and $37; holidays, $59, $53, and 
$39. Afternoon tickets available. Rentals 
skis or snowboard, weekdays, $30, $25 
for juniors; half-day, $25 and $20; week 
ends and holidays, $32 and $27; half-day 
$27 and $22. Instruction, $35 for a group 
lesson, $80/hour for private lesson 

Lodging: on mountain 

Events: Nov. 30, Turkey Tumble, mogul con- 
test; Dec. 21, Park and Pipe Kickoff, BBQ 
music, prizes; Jan. 26, Snow Jam; Feb 
22, Castlerock Extreme, extreme skiing 
challenge; Mar. 1 and 2, Corporate Clas- 


weekends/holidays 
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sic Fling, coed corporate teams race; Mar 
15 through 18, J-3 Jr. Olympics, best J-3 
racers in region; Mar. 29, Spring Celebra- 
tion, pipe competition, music and BBQ 
Mar. 30, Mt. Ellen Adventure Fest, Unique 
Triathlon: ski, ride and telemark; Apr. 5 
and 6, Spring Weekend, Reggae Fest and 
pond skimming; Apr. 12 and 13, Vermont 
Adventure Games, Sugarbush Triathlon 
and other snow events; Apr. 19, Spring 
Mogul Contest, bumps contest in the sun 
with music and BBQ 
SUICIDE SIX, 14 The Green, Woodstock 
(802) 457-6661, or (800) 448-7900 for lodg 
ing. Includes a cross-country-ski area and 
sports center with pool, indoor tennis, squash 
courts, and Swedish massage. Suicide Six 
and the Woodstock Ski Touring Center are 


both part of the Woodstock Inn and Resort 
http://www.woodstockinn.com 
Vertical drop: 650 ft 


Trails: 23 total; 30 percent beginner 
40 percent intermediate, 30 per 
cent advanced 

Snowboard area: half-pipe 

Snowmaking capacity: 50 percent 

Lifts: two double chairs, one J-bar 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: weekday lifts, $26, $21 for children 
under 15 and seniors 65 and over; half- 
day, $21 and $16; weekends and holi- 
days, $46 and $30; half-day, $34 and $25 
Rentals, skis $26, children $21 (half-day 
$18); snowboards $32, children $26 (half 
day $22). Instruction, group lesson $25 
private lesson $50 

Lodging: at Woodstock Inn and Resort, ski and 
rentals included with rooms Sun. through 


Thurs. (non-holiday). Plenty of lodging 
nearby 
CROSS COUNTRY 
MASSACHUSETTS 


BUTTERNUT BASIN, Rie. 23, Great Bar- 

rington, (413) 528-2000, or (800) 438-7669 

for snow conditions. Thére is no snowmaking 

on cross-country trails. Also see downhill list- 

ing 

http://www. butternutbasin.com 

Trails: 8 km, all marked and groomed 

Hours: Thurs. and Fri. from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 
weekends, and Dec. 25 through Jan. 1 
Jan, 19, 20, and 21, and Feb. 16 and 24 
from 8:15 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: trail fee, $8. Rentals, $15, $9 for chil- 
dren. Instruction (by appointment only) 
$15 for group lessons, $32 for private 

NORTHFIELD MOUNTAIN CROSS-COUN- 

TRY SKi AREA, Rte. 63, Northfield, (800) 

859-2960. http://www.nu.com/northfield. 

Trails: more than 25 miles of groomed and 
tracked carriage trails 





Hours: Wed. through Sat., from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m 

Rates: daily trail fees, $12, $9 for seniors 
and $5 for juniors (free for skiers under 
seven and over 69). Rentals, $14, $9 for 
juniors. Instruction, $10 for an hour clinic 
$15 for 90-minute group lessons, and 
$25 for private lessons. Snowshoe rental 
$6. Combo packages and season passes 
available 


MAINE 
ACADIA NATIONAL PARK, Rie. 3, Bar Har 
bor, (207) 288-3338. The park is on Mount 
Desert Island, right off the coast. Skiers can 
hear and sometimes see the ocean. Free 
camping in the park, and plenty of lodging 
nearby 
www.hps.gov/acad/exploring. htrr 
Trails: 45 miles of carriage paths, 35 
them groomed on a varying schedule 
and 20 miles of unplowed park roads 
Hours: visitors’ center, daily from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m 
Rates: no trail fee. Rentals through 
Cadillac Mountain Sports: classic skis 
$12, (half-day, $9); call (207) 288-4532 
CMS also rents ice skates and snow- 
shoes 
Lodging: besides camping in the park, Bar 
Harbor has the best selection for lodging 
Call (800) 288-5103 or go to www.barhar 
borinfo.com for info 
BLACK MOUNTAIN, Rie. 2, Rumford, (207) 
364-8977. Cross-country facilites are shared 
with Jackson Ski Touring; see Jackson's entry 
for all information. Also see downhill listing 
SADDLEBACK SKi AND SUMMER LAKE 
PRESERVE, Rite. 4, Rangeley, (207) 864- 
5671. The 12,000-acre preserve includes 
Saddleback Mountain and Saddleback Lake 
Also see downhill listing 
http://www.saddlebackskiarea.com 
Trails: 20 km of groomed trails 
Hours: ski anytime; lodge and rental shop 
open daily from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 
Rates: no trail fee. Rentals, $8 for adults, $5 
for juniors (half-day rate available) 
Lodging: on the mountain, Rock Pond Moun- 
tain homes, and White Birch condomini- 
ums; other lodging in nearby Rangeley Vil- 
lage 
SUGARLOAF OUTDOOR CENTER, Rte. 27 
Carrabassett Valley, (207) 237-2000. In addi- 
tion to skiing, there's an Olympic-size skating 
rink, a barbecue, and a sun deck. Also see 
downhill listing 
http://www.sugarloaf.com 
Trails: 105 km, all groomed and double- 
tracked. Skill level ranges from a 13-km 
beginner trail to an expert trail with a 750- 
foot vertical drop 
Hours: Tues. through Sat. from 9 a.m. to 


h ttp 
f 





9 p.m., and Sun. and Mon. from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $16, $10 for juniors under 13 
and seniors 60 and over; half-day, $12 
and $8. Rentals, $18, $14 for juniors; half- 
day $13 and $10. Instruction, $25 for 
group lessons, $20 for juniors, $45/hour 
for private. Skating fees, $5, $4 for juniors 
rentals $5. Moonlight ski-rental package 
includes trail fee, equipment rental, and 
headlamp, $20. Snowshoe rental with trail 
fee, $20. Packages and season passes 
available 

Lodging and Events: see downhill listing 

SUNDAY RIVER INN, 23 Skiway Rd., Newry 

(six miles north of Bethel), (207) 824-2410 

Also see downhill listing 

http://www. SundayRiverinn.com 

Trails: 40 km, all groomed 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., week 
ends from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $15, $10 for juniors age 12 
through 16 and seniors, $8 for children 
(half-day, $12, $8, and $6); free for 
guests. Rentals, $16, $10 for children. In- 
struction, $18 for group lessons, $30 for 
private 

Lodging: available at the inn. Inn rooms with 
shared bath or private bath, all include two 
meals and free trail passes. Sleeping-bag 
dorm also available, two meals included 
and half-price for children with adults 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN CLUB, Rie. 16 
Pinkham Notch, (603) 466-2725, 466-2721, or 
(603) 466-2727 for reservations. The Pinkham 
Notch Visitors’ Center is 10 miles from Jack- 
son, connected by the Avalanche Brook Trail 
It is a 2.5-mile hike to Tuckerman Ravine, an 
undeveloped ski area in the White Mountain 
National Forest. (Note to downhillers: the 
ravine can be skied only in the spring due to 
the high risk of avalanches during the winter 
and is for expert skiers only. It is the most ex- 
treme skiing in the East and can be accessed 
only by a 2.5-mile hike that gains nearly 3000 
feet. Bring your own skis.) 
http://www.outdoors.org 
Trails: more than a dozen marked, un- 
groomed trails wind through Pinkham 
Notch. Best for intermediate and expert 
skiers 
Hours: visitors’ center open daily from 
6:30 a.m. to 10 p.m 








Rates: no trail fees. Snowshoes available for 


rental 

Lodging: at the lodge, $50 per night with two 
meals, $35 per night without meals, pri- 
vate rooms, $73-$90. Lodging available at 
self-service huts at Carter Notch (accessi- 
ble by hiking uphill 3.8 miles), Zealand 
Falls (accessible by snowshoeing or ski- 








ing 7 miles), and a hostel at Crawtord 
Notch (on Rite. 302); bring food and a 
sleeping bag, $21 





Events: outdoor skills workshops and activi- 


ties are held throughout season 


BALSAMS/WILDERNESS, Rie. 26, Dixville | 


Notch 

through Mar. 31. Also see downhill listing 

http://www.thebalsams.com 

Trails: 85 km of trails, 75 double-tracked for 
skating and classic skiing; 35 percent 
novice, 48 percent intermediate, 17 per- 
cent expert. Telemark and backcountry 
skiing daily. 27 km of dedicated, marked 
trails for snowshoeing 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $15, juniors under 17, $10 
seniors 70 and above, free. Two-for-one 
specials available midweek (except during 
Christmas break and Massachusetts 
school vacations beginning Feb. 14) 
Rentals, $22. Instruction, $25 for group 
lessons, $45 for private. Snowshoe rental 
is free for hotel quests, $5 for day visitors 

Lodging: at Grand Resort Hotel and nearby. 
All trails free for hotel guests 

BRETTON WOODS, Rte. 302, Bretton 

Woods, (603) 278-3320, snow phone (603) 

278-3333, or (800) 258-0330 for lodging. Also 

see downhill listing 

http://www.brettonwoods.com 

Trails: 100 km ranging from novice to expert 
95 percent groomed 

Hours: daily from 8 a.m. to 
4p.m 

Rates: $17, $10 for children 
under 13 and seniors 65 and 
over. Rentals, $18 for people 
13 through 64, all other ages 


$12; Snowshoes, $15 and $12. Instruc- 


(603) 255-3400. Trails are open | 









Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $10, $6 for juniors and stu- 
dents. Rentals, $16, $12; snowshoes 
$15, $4 for two hours, or $10 for half-day. 
Ice-skate rentals available 

Lodging: a variety of lodging within 20 min- 
utes, from B&Bs to national hotel chains 

FRANCONIA VILLAGE CROSS COUNTRY 

CENTER, Rite. 116, Franconia, (603) 823- 

5542 or (800) 473-5299. Horse-drawn sleigh 

rides, ice skating, and tubing hill also avail- 

able 

http://www. franconiainn.com 

Trails: 65 km of tracked and groomed trails 
35 km for backcountry, 5 km for skating 
Terrain ranges in difficulty 

Hours: daily from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: trail fee, $8. Rentals, $12, $8 for chil- 
dren. Instruction, $15 for group lesson 
$20 for private lesson 

Lodging: inn on site (quests receive free trail 
pass) 

GREAT GLEN TRAILS AT MT. WASHING- 

TON, Rte. 16, Jackson/Pinkham Notch, (603) 

466-2333 

http://www.mt-washington.com 

Trails; 40 km of trails, groomed with both dou- 
ble tracks and a skating lane. Snowmak- 
ing coverage is 2 km 

Hours: daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 


| Rates: weekday trail fees, $9, $6 for juniors 


tion, $18 for group lessons, $35 for pri- | 


vate 
Lodging: rooms at the Mt. Washington Hotel 


under 18 and seniors 60 and over; half- 
day, $7 and $5; weekends and holidays 
$14 and $10; half-day, $10 and $7; tubing 
hill, $5. Rentals, skis $18, $10 for juniors 
half-day, $12 and $8; snowshoes $15, $12 
tor half-day. Instruction, $15 for group les- 
son, $35 for one-hour private lesson 
Lodging: nearby 
GUNSTOCK, Rte. 11-A, Area Rd., Gilford 
(603) 293-4341 or (800) GUNSTOCK. Also 
see downhill listing 


| http://www gunstock.com 


Bretton Arms, the Bretton Woods Motor | 


Inn, and other area lodges 
Events: Dec 
Biathlon Race; Jan. 12, USBA Cross 
Country Biathlon Race; Jan. 20 
Geschmosse! 15 km Classical Ski Race 
Feb. 1 and 2, New England Telemark Fes- 
tival; Mar. 1 and 2, New Hampshire 
Biathion Championships; Mar. 9, the 
Great Glen to Bretton Woods Nordic Ski 
Marathon; Mar. 23, 31st Annual Mount 
Washington Cup Nordic Ski Race 
EASTMAN CROSS COUNTRY CENTER, Exit 
13 off 1-89, Grantham, (603) 863-4500, or 


(800) 258-3530 for lodging information. Snow- 


shoeing, sledding, and ice skating also avail- 

able 

http://www.eastmannh.com 

Trails: 36 km of trails, with 20 km tracked, 16 
km skate-groomed, and 6 km backcountry 


15, USBA Cross Country | 


Trails: 52 km; 25 km tracked, 37 km skate- 
groomed 

Hours: Mon. through Fri. from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Sat. and Sun. from 8:30 a.m. to 
4p.m 

Rates: weekdays $11, $9 teens and seniors 
$7 for children; weekends and holidays, 
$13, $11, and $8. Value Mondays (except 
holidays), $8, $7, and $5. Instruction, $15 
for group lessons, $25 for private, $15 for 
each additional person. Rentals for skis 
and snowshoes $14, $13, and $12 

Lodging: nearby. 

JACKSON SKI TOURING FOUNDATION, 

Main St., Jackson, (603) 383-9355 or (800) 

927-6697. The nonprofit foundation is char- 

tered to maintain the ski trails around Jack- 

son. You must be a day or season member to 

use its trails. The base lodge offers a place for 

Continued on page 22 
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THE MOUNT SNOW EXPERIENCE 





What makes a vacation perfect? 


Your vacation time is precious, 
we want it to be perfect. 
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For some it's relaxing by the fire in a slope-side 
condo, skis propped up outside ready to do it 
all again tomorrow. 


For others it's the pleasure of a heated pool, 
full-service spa and all the amenities right 
outside their door. 


At Mount Snow we know that one size does 
not fit all. That's why we offer packages of all 
shapes and sizes. 


Plan your custom-built package today: 
Call toll-free 1-800-245-SNOW 
Or log on to Mountsnow.com 
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Full Service Car Wash « Auto Detailing Experts 
Mobil Gas * Convenience Store/ATM 


617 254-3200 


434 Cambridge St, Alliston 
www.alistoncarwash.com 
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Put the magic 
into your" 
cain 


Ra . 









back 
nter! 


It’s no illusion... 
Tenney offers the lowest ticket prices 
in New Hampshire’s White Mountains! 















For more info, log on to 
www.tenneymtn.com 
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Opening December 12th... 


Grand Opening Celebration December 14th! 




















BOSTONPAINTBALL 


www.bostonpaintball.com 


Located in Somerville’s Assembly Square - 
next to Home Depot and Good Times 


Stop by and play today! 
or call: 1.617.941.0123 to book a game 


PLay Faster 











If you need a roommate, 
you need the Phoenix. 














617-859-3300 
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skiers to meet, obtain trail information, and 
get rentals and instruction 
http://www .jacksonxc.com 
Trails: 158 km (66 trails the 
Jackson Ski Touring Founda with 97 
km groomed: 44 percent novice, 20 p 
t intermediate, 36 percent expert 
f at 
Jowne é { Jack and tt 
Nt Mountain Nat The 
€ 5 v Pink? N 
expe t f 
M 5 
JeSIG 
Ne R i 
J 1 Iging properties ght B&B 
‘ ‘ 
| N( 1a¢ 
ownt 
Events: Jan. 25. UNH Winter Carnival Race 
Feb. 2, Wildcat Valley Inferno; Mar 
7th Annual Jackson Jaunt 
KING PINE, Rte. 153, East Mad 
367-8896, or (800) 373-3754 for lodging. Als 
see downhill listing 
http://www. kingpine.con 
Trails: 20 km of tra yroomed and tracked 
Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4¢ 
Rates: trail fee, midweek, $6 adults, $4 for 


juniors under 13; weekends, $8 and $5 
Trail fee is included with a valid Alpine lift 
ticket. Rentals, $10. instruction, $22 for a 
group lesson, available on Tues., Sat 

and Sun. and every day during vacation 
weeks. Private lessons available by ap 
pointment 

Lodging: ski area is part of Purity Spring Re- 
sort, which has 80 rooms in a variety of 
Styles 

Events: see King Pine'’s downhill listing for the 
schedule of events 

LOON MOUNTAIN, Kancamagus Hwy., Lin 

coin, (603) 745-8111, ext. 5568. Also see 

downhill listing 

http://www.loonmtn.com 

Trails: 10 trails stretching over 35 km; all are 
groomed and tracked for skating and clas- 
Sic skiing 

Hours: weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 
weekends from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $14, seniors 55 and over 
and kids under 13, $8; half-day, $9 and 
$5. Rentals, $22, $15 for kids seven 
through 12 and seniors, $8 for kids under 
seven; half-day, $15, $9, and free. Instruc- 
tion, $29 for two-hour group lesson, $60 
for hour-long private lesson 

Lodging: available at the Mountain Club at 
Loon and other places in Lincoin and 
Woodstock 

NORDIC SKIER, Rite. 28/109, Wolfeboro 

(603) 569-3151, or (800) 60-LAKES for lodg- 

ing information 

http://www.wolfeboroxc.org 

Trails: 28 km of groomed trails 
backcountry 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $8 for adults, free for kids 
under 12 and for seniors over 75. Rentals 
skis and snowshoes, $15, $10 for kids 
telemark, $19; ice skates for indoor and 
outdoor rinks, $7 and $5. Instruction, $15 
for group lessons, $25/hour for private 

Lodging: nearby. 

Events: call for more information about moon- 
light ski tours, Winter Triathion, and cross- 
country races 

THE NORDIC CENTER AT WATERVILLE 

VALLEY, Rie. 49, Waterville Valley, (603) 

236-4666 for Ski Touring Center; (603) 236- 

4144 for snow conditions, or (800) GO-VAL- 

LEY for lodging reservations. in addition to 

the Base Camp Adventure Area offers 


ind 


20 km of 


skiing B 

snowshoeing, winter hiking 

sleigh rides. Al ee downhill listing 
aterville.com 

than 105 km through the valley 

and White Mountain National Forest; 70 

groomed and tracked. Trails range 


from novice to expert 


kating 





nttp://www.¥ 





'raus 
km 


Hours: daily from 8 a.m. until dusk 

weekday, $13, children 
under 13 and seniors 65 and over, $10 
half-day, $11 and $8; weekend $15 and 
$11; half-day, $13 and $9. Rentals, classi- 
cal $18, $15 for children and seniors (half- 
day, $12 and $10); skate skis, $22 and 
$18 (half-day, $17 and $14); snowshoes 
$15 and $12 (half-day, $10 and $9). in- 
struction, group lesson $22, private lesson 
$45/hour. 

Lodging: more than 2500 beds available in 
nearby inns and hotels 

Events: Jan. 26.and 27, Snowshoe Discovery 
Weekend; Feb. 3, New Hampshire High 
School Cross-Country Championship 
Race; Feb. 4, 5, and 6, 2002 Nordic Spe- 
cial Olympics; Mar. 3, 20th Annual 
Triathlon, ski, run, showshoe race; Mar. 11 
through 16, USCSA National Collegiate 
Nordic Ski Championships. 

WINDBLOWN CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING, 

1180 Turnpike Rd., New Ipswich, (603) 878- 


Rates: trail fees 


2869. The resort is just over the Massachu- | 


setts border. 

http://www.windblownxc.com/ 

Trails: 40 km groomed trails, including five km 
backcountry trails; plus a 50-foot-wide 
open slope on Barrett Mountain for tele- 
mark skiers 

Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, weekdays, $10 for adults 18 
through 64, $8 for seniors 65 and over 

and teens 13 through 17, $6 for juniors 

eight through 12; weekends $14, $12 for 


seniors, $10 for teens, and $8 for juniors 








Rentals, $15, $12, and $9; snowshoes 
$10 for people 13 and up, $8 for children 
Every afternoon from 2 to 5 ¢ $3 off 
trail tee als 
weekend $14 
ate 

B&e 

VERMONT 


BLUEBERRY HILL SK! TOURING CENTER 


id 











private ] ] 
mos 
wood-fired Sauna availabie 
are based the Modif A . 
BOLTON NORDIC CENTER, Rte Ex 
ff |-89), Bolton, (877) 926-5866 2 4 
3444. This full-service resort offe h are 
Jining, a sports c g activitie 
lt changed ownership very prices 
subject to change; call or check Web site 
Also see downhill listing 
http://www.boltonvalieyvt.com 
Trails: 100 km: 35 km groomed, 65 km natu 
fa 


Hours: daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $12, $8 for juniors under 19 
and seniors 60 and over; half-day $10 and 
$6. Rentals, $16, $25 for telemark, and 
$18 for snowshoes (half-day, $12, $16 
and $12). Instruction, call or check Web 
site for prices 

Lodging: available at Bolton Resort 

BURKE MOUNTAIN, Rte. 114 (Exit 23 off | 

91), East Burke, (802) 626-8338 or (800) 922- 

BURKE. Also see downhill listing 

http://www.skiburke.com/index.htm! 

Trails: 80 km of trails, 70 km tracked, 55 kr 
skating terrain 

Hours: daily from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: trail tee $12, $8 for students, seniors 
and children. Under seven and over 70 
are free. Rentals, $12, $8 for seniors and 
children 

Lodging: room for 800 on or near mountain 
also nearby 

EDSON HILL MANOR, 1500 Edson Hill Rd 

Stowe, (802) 253-7371 or (800) 621-0284 

The manor is a 225-acre estate 

with riding stables. http 

www.stowevt.com 

Trails: 40 km of trails 
that connect to those 
of Topnotch and Moun 


Mansfield; 25 km 
groomed 
Hours: daily from 9 a.m 


dusk 


Rates: trail fe 





dren under 12 free with 
a paying adult. Rentals, skis or 
snowshoes $15, half-d 
struction, group less 
lesson $20/hour. Three- and five-day room 
and ski packages available 

Lodging: available at the inn 





THE HERMITAGE, Coldbrook Rd., Wilming- 
ton, (802) 464-3511. The inn is a converted 
18th-century estate and is located between 





the downhill ski areas of Haystack and Mount 
Snow. http://www.hermita 


km of trails, 30 km tracked, 20 km 





Trails: 55 
skating terrair 
Hours: daily from 8:3 





Rates: trail fees and rentals are each $14 fo 
one day; intro package SSONS 
rental, a tals 
$14. Instruction, $14 fo s 
private lessons by appo 

Lodging: inn has 15 rooms; there are 14 bed- 


and-breakfast rooms a mile down the road 
at the Brook Bound Lodge 

MOUNTAIN MEADOWS SK! RESORT, Thun- 

dering Brook Rd Killington, (802) 

775-7077, (800) 221- 

lodging 

http://www.mtmeadowsiodge.com , 

Trails: 57 km groomed and mapped, 3 km of 
snow-making trails 

Hours: weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m, week- 
ends from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $17, $8 for children under 
12,. half-day, $14 and $6. Rentals, $17 
and $9, half-day, $14 and $7. High-per- 
formance equipment, $28. Instruction, $23 
for group lessons, $47 for private 

Lodging: available nearby. 

Events: early-season masters’ and women's 
ski camps. Call for information 

MOUNTAIN TOP INN, Mountain Top Rd 

Chittenden 

2100. In addition to skiing, the inn offers 

sleigh rides, sledding, ice skating, and horse- 

back riding. http://www.mountaintopinn.com 

Trails: 85 km over 1000 acres, 80 km 
groomed and tracked, 80 km skating ter- 
rain from novice to expert 

Hours: daily from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $16, $12 for students and 
seniors, $6 for children under 12; half-day. 
$12, $10, and $4. Rentals, $18, $14 for 
students and seniors, and $8 for children 
half-day $14, $12, and $6; snowshoes 
$18, half-day $14. Instruction, $20 for 


off Rte. 4 









(802) 483-2311 or (800) 445- | 


group lesson, $30 for semi-private 





Lodging: 35 rooms in the inn, and 15 cottage 


and chalet units within walking distance 
Food availabdie 
PROSPECT SKI MOUNTAIN, Rie. 9, Wood 
ford, (802) 442-2575 


SMUGGLERS’ NOTCH, Rt 


644-8851 Q 


STOWE MOUNTAIN RESORT CROSS- 
COUNTRY TOURING CENTER, Rie. 108 
we, (802) 253-7311, or (800) 24-STOWE 
Mo connect 
with those of Edson Hill, Topnotch, and the 
Trapp Family Lodge, making it part of the 


for nt Mansfield’s trails 


odging 





East's largest groomed cross-country net 


work. Alpine tickets honored at the cross- 

ountry ski area. Also see downhill listing 

http://www.stowe.com 

Trails: 45 trails; 50 km of beginner and inter 
mediate trails, about 35 km of groomed 
trails, 40 km of backcountry trails. Inter- 
connected with three other touring centers 

150 km of total groomed terrain 

Hours: daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $14, $7 for children under 
13. Rentals, skis $20, $12 for children. In- 
struction, $26 group lessons, $60/hour for 
private lessons 

Lodging: available at resort and nearby inns 

STRATTON CROSS-COUNTRY CENTER, 

Rte. 30, Bondville, (802) 297-2200. Also see 

downhill listing 

http://www.stratton.com 

Trails: 70 km total, 30 km groomed, 20 km 
woodlands in the Sunbow! wilderness 
area; difficulty ranges from beginner to ex- 
pert 

Hours: daily from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; moonlight 
skiing available on weekends 

Rates: trail fees, $14, $10 for children 

Lodging: on the mountain and near- 


by 








TOPNOTCH, Mountain Rd 
Stowe, (802) 253-8585 or 
(800) 451-8686. Topnotch 
is a resort/spa with a trail sys- 
tem that links with Mt 
Mansfield’s and Trapp 
Family Lodge's trails. Non 
skiers can chill out at the 








spa, take a de, o 
play indoor tennis. Also fea- 
tured: shiatsu massage, aromathera- 


py hair treatment, and salt-glo 

loofah 

http://www. topnotch-resort.com 

Trails: 30 km, all groomed 

Hours: daily from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $12, $8 for children 12 and 
under, free for guests, $8 for half-day 


Rentals, $18 and $14. Instruction, $25 for 








group lessons, $40 for priv 
ging: 92 rooms and towr 
ouses on the property 
TRAPP FAMILY LODGE, 42 Trapp Hill Rd 





we, (802) 253-851 





Six 





Rates: trail fees, $16 children 
through 11, free for guests. Rentals, $18 
$14 for children. instruction, $15 for group 
lessons, and $45 for one-hour private les 
sons 

Lodging: rooms available at lodge and near- 
by. Call for rates 

Events: Jan. 4 and 5, Nordic Instructor clinic 
PSIA Level 1; Jan. 26, Stowe Winter Car- 
nival 15K Race, call (802) 253-7321 

WOODSTOCK SKi TOURING CENTER, 14 

The Green, Woodstock, (802) 457-6674, and 

(800) 448-7900 for lodging reservations. Part 

of the Suicide Six downhill area, which in- 

cludes a sports center with pool, indoor tennis 
courts, squash courts, and Swedish massage 

Suicide Six and the Woodstock Ski Touring 

Center are both part of the Woodstock Inn 

and Resort. http://www.woodstockinn.com 

Trails: 60 km total, groomed for both tradition- 
al and skate 

Hours: full-service shop, open daily from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m 

Rates: trail fees, $12.50, $8.25 for juniors 
under 15; half-day, $8.25 and $5.50 
Rentals, $15 and $10; half-day, $10 and 
$7; snowshoes, $13 and $8; haif-day, $9 
and $6. Instruction, $16 for group lessons, 
$30 for private lesson 

Lodging: at Woodstock Inn and Resort; ski and 
rentals included with rooms Sun. through 
Thurs. (non-holiday). Plenty of lodging 
nearby 
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PP/DO MIDWEEK* 


50 


« «» PP/DO, WEEKEND* 


Loon 


ES THAT INCLUDE 
emcee MEAP NEAKFAST & DINNER 


4 pp/DO MIDWEEK!* 
FROM ONLY $5 = 


From $79.90. pPP/DO, weekend 


OTHER GREAT SKI & STAY PACKAGES AT YOUR CHOICE OF: 


Bee ws 


i at Ey, (<) Waterville Valley 


CRANMORE 


Also Try Snowmobiling, Tubing, Skating, Snowshoeing, Hike a Mountain, Cross Country Skiing, Enjoy Tax-Free Shopping & Much MORE!! 


GROOMED SNOWMOBILE TRAILS! 


INCREASED GROOMING FOR WINTER 2003! PLENTY OF FREE PARKING FOR YOUR SLED & TRAILER! RIDE YOUR SLED TO YOUR ROOM & CONNECT DIRECTLY TO THE CORRIDOR 11 TRAIL SYSTEM! 
ON-SITE SNOWMOBILE RENTALS AVAILABLE!! 


INDIAN HEAD GUESTS ENJOY FREE USE OF ALL RESORT FACILITIES 
¢ ENTERTAINMENT IN OUR THUNDERBIRD LOUNGE* WEEKEND & HOLIDAY WEEK KIDS ENTERTAINMENT 
¢ INDOOR POOL & HOT WHIRLPOOL SPA * SAUNAS ¢ GAME ROOM ¢ GIFT SHOP SKATING ON SHADOW LAKE 
¢ OUTDOOR HOT SPA - OPEN ALL WINTER* GROOMED CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRAILS ¢ GUEST LAUNDRY & MORE! 


DECEMBER 8" THE 24TH), JANUARY & MARCH WEEKEND SPECIAL !! 
STAY 2 WEEKEND NIGHTS - RECEIVE A 3* NIGHT {0°ciNc on) FREE! 
PLEASE NOTE: ALL PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE TAX & GRATUITY. EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS AND HOLIDAY WEEKS. SUBJECT TO RATE CHANGE & AVAILABILITY. 
ADD $10.00 FOR FEBRUARY & MARCH WEEKENDS, PRICES NOT VALID HOLIDAYS & VACATION WEEKS 


INDIAN HEAD 54-10) ae www. indianheadresort.com 
RESERVATIONS/INFORMATION 4_800-343-8000 


Exit 33 Off I-93¢ Lincoln, NH 03251-9726 ¢ (603) 745-8000 


“BEST SPORT/UTILITY 4X4 ATV" 
ATV MAGAZINE 


“SPORT RIDING RATING. . 
UTILITY USE RATING 


OVERALL SHOOTOUT RATING..... 1ST.” 
4-WHEEL ATV ACTION 


. FOR THE RIDER WHO WANTS TO GET BIG BORE 


PERFORMANCE \ WITHOUT BREAKING THE = BANK ¥ 
4-WHEEL ATV ACTION — 


a <2 


5 STARS. 
5 STARS. 


WHEN YOU'RE ON TOP, EVERYONE'S ALWAYS 
TALKING ABOUT YOU BEHIND YOUR BACK. 


We've packed the Suzuki QuadRunner’ Vinson™ 500 with so much 
advanced technology, it's hard not to get noticed. Like an automotive 
style gear selector. Push button two- or four-wheel drive. 

And an innovative in-gear starting feature. So it's only natural that 
industry experts can't say enough about this impressive ATV 
So come in today and climb aboard the incredible 
QuadRunner Vinson 500. You won't stop talking either. 


led 29 


107 Brimbal Avenue 


Beverly, MA 01915 


Phone: 800-464-CYCLE (2925) 
Fax: 978-927-9720 
www.cycles128.com 


S SUZUKI 


CALL 1-800-828-RIDE OR VISIT US Lt dye ee pe ae = by apeesaen. Suzuki O vadRur 

may be used only by those aged r Suz mn ng cous e Wel 

for A For Safety and training c nation of Goal ce tit 300-859 > 5348. ATVs ca 

opera’ “4 your Safety. always o~ aetna eye 0 ection poh otect te avok paved si nak ) 

eae eats peak oy y passenger engage in stunt r rang. Rdg sd aco “tT “7 rugs 8 don't mix Avoid @ 

—— Be extra car ful on n diffic: utter n. Aon aw ith concerned conserva’ verywhere si at, urges you to rea Ugh 
on public and priv vate bn ind. Prese ing oppor nities by s mg espe 4 onment. local la 

rights of others when you ride See 2 dealer ~ és ta st © 2002 American Su oe ki Motor Corpor 





The 22nd Annual Sprint® 
Collegiate Snow Fest 


January 6-10, & 13-17 2003 


Daily activities and tons of giveaways 
Outdoor Hot tub parties 

On snow contests for cool prizes 

Live DJ's spinning the hottest new music 
Bikini and Boxer short parties 
(Nightspot/Outback) 

Free pizza/movie nights featuring 

MSP production films 

18+ Night Clubs- Bands - July for Kings, 
and 2 Skinny J's (Pickle Barrel) 

Plenty of discounts around the area 
only for college students 

Additional event information 
available at 802.422.1700 


Ready to Party? 
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4. &>._ Snow Fest Packages from $49 PP/PN 
Be >. nf ES Rate is for 5-day/night College Snow Fest ski weeks and is 
Motes Ss 3 ' based on four people in a one bedroom condo. Tax and 


* 
* 
é 


met gratuities not included. Special lodging-only rate available 


Book online at college. killington.com 
or with one easy Call to Killington Central 
Reservations at 1.800.621.MTNS 
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To listen or respond, call 617-976-758 7 caicosts $2.69/minute. Must be 18+. Outside Greater Boston call 900-226-8559 


- a EE noe en tt EY B E WI C K E- D 
Naughty, sleek, female feline seeks for a sugar daddy ! Ky year old at You obey! Humor ‘el Q 
frisky tom for back ally hijinx and yht/weight proportionat tached fema 4” with a hot bod Y: blond. lifestyle d 1a 
N ife cont | 
NV i \ 48 (exp 01/1 a 
K 





e J interesting We the art ‘ < t oye { } fential. e194 
) SWM fit f d EXPLORATION? V P1740 (exp 01/1 
‘Bi FEMALE SKS titude, into parties, perversion and any, playt a hs 
\ttractive, adorat te | i now y f ; k ft LESBIAN VOYEUR 
} way and mak ky free-spirted f SKS SHOWOFFS 
91408 (exp 01/1 : ¥ k k tive ey 






Join Erosphere for a vacation 
where anything goes! | 


Oasis Of Sin at Hedonism Ill 
in Runaway Bay, Jamica 
Feburary 22 - March 1, 2003 
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one Mm/T 10Ng POSitio! 10d. uit Wdo! ' 2K) . 


1937 (exp 1/03 exp 01/16 1/18 29635 (exp 1/03) plus. €P1411 (exp 01/18) 2213 (exp: 12/19) 


smokers, piercings, té 
please be free. & 


exp:05: 





To place your Erosphere Personal, call 617-859-3383 Monday - Friday 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
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* ye , 
@1i.°Y-) 
To listen or respond using your credit card, 


\ YOU 
LOOKING FO 
ORA 


7.859.3383 
- fri, 9am - 6pm 


7.425.267 


headline: $8/week 
15 words: $20/week 
2 week minimum 


includes FREE vaicemail EROTIC FANTASY 


PE SOK \ rN 


Email us at erosphere@phx.com. Browse personals or place an ad at adult.bostonphoenix.com 
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aay ie 


Dungeon Par Excellence 


ke 


ipduitiat- pecten! s PREMIER 


Fully-Equipped, Professionally Staffed 
Discreet, Multi-Room BDSM Facility 


New England’ Best Adoh En Services! 


MILD t 


suaranteed Attractive Female ad Male nn for all occasior 


No party too small! « One hour door to door! 
The hottest 1 & 2 girl show! 


No Escorts * Private dancers! . 


1-800-300-6787 


rsnetw + patente 


WE os a 
"L@)@ 


Genuine Dominas & Submissives 


(781) 388-9990 


mystiquedungeons.com 
7 days -11 am to I am ~ Women and Couples Welcome 


Models Wanted! 


Seen the Phoenix's Erosphere 
Cover? Would YOU like to be on 
it? Experience not necessary. 


cai! 617-450-8637 


Alt Nude: All Nude! 


. Or cas 


SOM AS 


O Bask 19-24 


HOLIDAY BREAKFAST 
—-OPEN 9S A.M.— 


RIDAY, DEC. 20 & TUESDAY, DEC. 24 


10'S GIGANTIC GOURMET 7 cy. 
HOLIDAY BUFFET - 
© Ai day « mieuTt Giveaways 


47 THOMPSON RD., WEBSTER, MA | 


-888-41PLACE + RTE. 395, EXIT 1 
OPEN 7 DAYS 12-1AM 
18+ NIGHT ALL WEEK 


SHANGHAI 


is Swedish Shiatsu - Body Scrub 
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPISTS 


From 95N, Take exit 23 | From 95S, Take exit 24 
to Rte. 146 to the (Branch Ave.), take 
Mineral Spring Ave Right onto Branch Ave, 


xit, take Left onto g07 lights to 
ve * as aay Woodward Rd. and take 
Mineral Spring. 


.| aright. Go to end of 
Building is on corner of Woodwasitiho Mineral 
Mineral Spring and 


. Spring Ave 
Woodward Rd. - building is on the left. 


1410 R Rear Mineral Spring Ave. No. Providence, RI i, 


OPEN 7 DAYS AE 353. 5100 WALK-INS 
A WEEK WELCOME 


"$5 ON FRI & SAT. 4 
FREE PARKING WITH ATTENDANT 


EY i mat 


DIRECTIONS: 


Take Rt. 95 Exit 18 Thurbers Ave. 
Follow Thurbers Ave. West 1/2 mile 
Turn left onto Broad Street 1021 
Broad Street is on the right, 2nd Floor 
PR AA | 
PENSE Lov 
BEHIND BUILDING 


1021 BROAD STREET 
2ND FLOOR * PROVIDENCE, Ri 


(401) 941-9901 


HERE’S HOW TO 
PLACE AN AD IN 
THE PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS: 
CALL (617) 
859-3300 
MON-FRI 9:00 AM to 
6:00 PM. 
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PN) © | Be ee) = © a4 | Oi —— ee ceo) [- [ei — mae] 0] ame|i-je)l-)\\ar-le mm e)(-1-|-(-Met-|| Mou Wallet < Enc by = 


DYN Nie: = toe aD 


Valea Colllale mM -s-Jelt- lar 


Bachelor Party Specialists 
ynbeleivable xXK Shows 


4.2.3 Girl Shows 
‘ nt 
strippers for every eve 


Qush and Frat Parties 
pored on wednesday 
office parties 


Guaranteed Hot Young Girls EVERYTIME! 
3 Girls for the price of 2 * College Gauys Special 


Ores (Ta laleM-1| Me). mde) ater) 


Boston, Providence, Worchester, Springfield, 
Killington, Newport, Laconia, Nantucket 


1-888-598-5425 


Hot Male “MAcmm Amon OLelLt Medal lel @rel el 
Dancers Regi alel@ (oltlate MCilg Mol mig-s- 
Available! 

@www.dancersitd.com 





BDreeprweneeer 


Body wrap 
Showers 
Dry Sauna 


a Walk-In Service 
7 days a week 10am-12pm 
112 Union St.- 1st Floor 


phone Building 
ieasieinen R.I. 


ani 274-3334 » (401) 274-6661 


$1.95/min 


917-TALK wos. 
a HoT 


al i VLIVE 
900- 2" one GliL) 


or 3.99 per minute 
Table Shower 


RT 95 N-S to Exit 30 


72 East Street © Pawtucket, Al 


® Sa) (401) 722-0111 


Hot Sauna, Exercise 


A good place to meet bad people. 


Adult Section 
Holiday Deadlines 


12/6/02 
12/2/02 by noon 
12/20/02 

: 12/12/02 by noon 

12/27/02 
: 12/19/02 by noon 
1/3/03 
Deadline: 12/26/02 by noon 
Holiday Office Hours 

11/27/02 - close 3:00pm 
12/24/02 - close 3:00pm 


Issue: 
Deadline: 
Issue: 


"Unforgettable Fashions For Women” 
\% Clubwear 
exotic 


Kat wee 
NS North 
"Godfried's Plaza” 
Ps xe AS Saugus, Ma 
781-231-9181 
katscostumes.com 


FALL MEANS 
4 AT 


DON’T 
MISS 


NS 


WWW .CLUBFANTASIES.COM OPEN 


7 DAY 
SPONSORED BY MILLER : Boor YOuR i F Ick JOIN US FOR OUR 
EXTRAVAGANZA! 


\ = WITH GREAT PRIZES!!! | 
SUNDAY TADS. P ARTY NOW i 
Adda TICKET . DECEMBER 16TH THRU 24TH 
4 : 10 STEAK FRY wcwwoes aomssion ro PRIVATE Bsr ¢ cintethed Ag 
WE NOW OFFER KENO AND 
CHECK OUT OUR ALL NEW LUNCH & DINNER MENU [lies 3 0820 22 
FEATURING MARK SCIUCHETTI FORMERLY OF TWIN OAKS 
EVERY TUESDAY IS AMATEUR NIGHT! 
OVER $400 IN CASH & PRIZES! 


ALL NUDE Fantasy IsLanp Room! 
MONDAY NIGHT 
“ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW ENTERTAINERS WE ACCEPT ALL COMPETITORS’ VIP CARDS 
28 ; SIMS AVE & HARRIS Rr PROVIDENCE ¢ 401.272.41 20 Tr = asi. 


DECEMBER 16TH tHru 21ST | & 


- TUESDAYS - 
2 FOR 41 TABLE DANCING 


WITH COORS LIGHT & CLUB FANTASIES!!! 
TWICE THE FUN 1/2 THE PRICE! 


yout FOOTBALL PARTY 
CLUB FANTASIES ON TH “WWW.CLUBFANTASIES.COM.. 
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When you don’t wi ‘" to be alone. G 


Whim 


ingerie 
. room ér Modeling Stud: to 


- 


Sensual Private Lingerie Modeling 


Shows *¢ Fantasies * Fetishes + 


. . 4 
Role Playing * Gentlemen's Friendly Atmosphere 
Alternative Lyfestyles 


237 Park Ave 
Worcester, MA 
508.753.3796 


Sale of Intimate Apparel 


333 BE 
STE 1 
413.731.8826 





I mployme “nt Inquiries Welcome 
¢ -at | ome © 









prov ide r see king 


| dependable 


























— 

| 
Honesty is our 

only policy 


(617) 
277- 
6605 


Trying to save & 
money for 
spring break? 
Premiere has 
part time 
Openings for 
escorts. 

i Some college 
preferred, 
no exp. 
necessary. No 
transportaion 
needed 
Call Julia 


ESCORTS 


2 
For Boston's most elite service 


ittractive 


drug tree 


courteous ladies. ID Required 


} Part Time & Full Time Positions Available 


(617) 593-5790 





Get Laid tonight! 
Totally Free! 


IJNSEY.S 


All American 
GELS sersive 


Immediate opening 
por attractive ladies 19-45 


Utmost class & 
Total sophistication 


Dinner Dates 
Social Events 


617-742-8662 
1-877-353-0343 


{ om ‘ best kept secret 


Seductive Ladies ready for all occasions including bachelor 
parties, 2-girl shows. All nationalities. 18-38 years. 


Eee 


Accepted before midnight! 


617°792-081 








t purposes only 





JN PHOENIX 


olumbus Ave 
7, Springfield, MA 










ESCORTS - to place your line ad, please call 617-859-3260 





REE RE 
XXX-FANTASY & 
FETISH 


BEG FOR iT! 





ve you at ah f 
lash Worthy slave 

ewarded with bonda 
line & more 


pie rare Fantasia 


(617) 803-9042 
Kendra & Co. 






Lady IceFire 
401-524-5633 
MAXINM’S 


508-753-3796 


NEW ENGLAND 
DOMINATION 


617 728-1429 
RACHAEL 


617-232-6769 


PEAR RIE OP 
XXX-ADULT 
RETAIL 


Attn: Strippers & 


Drag Queens 
Teddy's Shoes 





The Best Seat in 
the House 


LuvSeat 


woah Sa AB 


RE AAP ES 
XXX-MASSAGE 
& ESCORTS 





ALISA 
SEXIEST PRE-OP #1 
NEW DIVA! trom Virginia wilt 

t scarlet hair & lips DOM. X 

617-292-7744 
“A MALE MASSAGE” 
*“GREG* 
1-617-782-4499 
“ALLURING” 


617-817-6934 


“JILLIAN” 


| 617-802-1880 

“KATE 42 YRS” 

"617-490-0076 
“KRISTEN” 
617-228-1227 


#1 RIO SHE- 
MALE 


617 578-7228 
$100.00 DATES 


857-234-0643 


* A HANDSOME * 
ITALIAN BOY” 


617-867-0249 
* BRIAN GWM * 


(617) 267-2398 


* HOT ASIAN * 


* HOT BLONDE * 
From 18-22 ready to 
please. Outcall only 


617 287-8469 


* SWEET HEART * 


617-319-1673 


** WET & WILD ** 
Exotic girls 
always available 
in/out 24/7 
781 267-0680 


aeeee 


CONTEMPORARY 
INAMORATA 


ekeeee 


617 437-9362 


BODY 
BEAUTIFUL 


" (781)-289-9846 


617-792-0818 


THE NUMBER for COL- 


LEGE GIRLS 
WE'RE AVL 24/7 


*Ho* Ho* Ho* 
CHRISTMAS BONUS 


508-345-2528 
*KOE*ANDSU 


1-866-556-5557 


2 OF A KIND 


781-799-1205 
A po DREAM 


utt and a 
3! Available 


"781-485-0103. 
A CLASSIC 
TOUCH 


617 593-5790 
A HOT ASIAN BOY 


617 267-2037 


A Relaxing Male 
Massa e 
with G 
nenppenel O.K. 


617-644-BODY 


A TOUCH OF 
ASIA. 


617-407-0696 
OBSERVOR 9th EDI- 
TION 


617-623-5295, 


'M MIMI 


617 247-4457 
ABBEY 


617-465-5511 
“AMANDA” 


617 490-2762 
ABRIL 


617-423-1003 
ABSOLUTELY 
SEXY 


617 542-3087 


AFTER DARK 
617-451-0414 
s outcall 


ANNA LEE 


(508) 596-2483 


friend! Ince 
jirlfriend! Inca 


ALEXANDREA 
ieecnmetes oot 


hing avi. Fast 
tcall, Hote! Cait 


617 264-8896 
ALEXIS 


38D-26-3€ 


617-269-4129 
ALEXYS ESCORT 
ER t 
603-623-8008 


ALL NEW 


"617 642-2842 
ALLEVIATE STRESS 


617-262-7316 
~ ALYNA 


617 542-4564 
AMAZING! 


Sexy, sweet and exotic 
etite 36C-25-36, 
115ibs for the ultimate 
in GFE call 


857-222-2144 
AMBER 


617-201-4427 
AN EROTIC MAS- 


SAGE 
617-699-4738 
AN EROTIC 


617-699-4738 
ANASTACIA 


617-201-4298 
ANGEL 


617-780-2200 
_ ANNE 


866-206-9069 


extension 1268 


_ ARIANA 


617-254-2656 


ASIAN PLAYMATE 


"617 427-6261 


Asian She-Male CoCo 


617 306-1256 
ASIAN SHEMALE j 
he Best Asian in tow 


617 839-3526 
ASIAN TRANSEX- 
UAL 


617 593-2491 


ASIAN TS 4 MALES 


617 594-2753 
BABY BLONDE 


617-970-8603 
BABY DOLL 


617-721-5041 


Beautiful & Bust 
CHOSEN TO APPEA 
IN PENTHOUSE.3401 


781-297-7173 


BEAUTIFUL 
ANGELS 


617-780-2611 
BEAUTY & 
BRAINS 
617-251-6996 
BLACK BALLERI- 
NA 


781-485-0103. 


BLACK BEAUTY 


978 275-0592 
BLONDE 
& YOUNG 
"978-275-0592 
BORED 
_HOUSEWIFES 


ating g 
xt door .. ta 


" (978) 490-1016 


BOSTON’S FINEST 
DIAMONDS 


4 32 GFE, 


"857-928-0363 


BRAZILIAN BOY 


ow in town, Handsome 22yr 


155ibs in shape, beautifu’ 
nile. Private, safe man to mar 


Ready to make your fantasies 


me true Gabnel 


617 216-2574 
Cambodian 
Princess 


In/Out 
617-212-3497 


CARYN 


juage 


617-881-8607 


CATHERINE 
years. Irish/American. lovely 


efty eyes, Wnge 


(978) 521-9206 
CHARLENE 


617-254-9126 
“CHASTITY” 


781-526-1015 
CHINA'S PRINCESS 
617 212-3497 


CHOCOLATE 
DELIGHT | 


617-230-4871 
CHOCOLATE TR EAT 


781-485-0126. 
CHRISSY 


781-640-1665 
COLLEGE CUTIE 


bright bive 


617-407-8235 


COUNTRY GIRL 


(978)-681-8666 
AISY PRE-OP 
New in town From 
Florida, 23yrs old, 
brunette. Fully func- 


tional- guaranteed! 
Beginners welcomed. 


617-423-9553 
DOUBLE 
YOUR PLEASURE 
617-884-6719 
DYNASTY 
ESCORT SERVIC E 


” 617-699-2694 
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STRIPC LUB 


Tady 

“ COR 
‘. 3 Dyer 100 Girls 

" Many Fresh Faces 

Always Discreet 


“ Bostonbadgirls com 


617-326-3400 


Tiffanydreams.com 


181-586-0849 


Bag sg» 671-3158) Eig 
im Calls (lee in in Meine) san travel Blondes 


~ : DIKO)UG pIALenee ne 


A good place to meet bad people. 


ONE ON ONE + TWO Gir SHOWS 
SWAY, YOUR WAY + DOM & SUM W/EQUIP. 


"Private introductions For 
A Select, Privileged Few" 


f 4 | 
AN ait 


“ "¢ 1-800-698-8829 » 617-742- 1608 


ai CL OW. mo =r 
ay Nicole Gotner S © Ack, ot WWW. — COM eis (<5) Free 
ee oore KAual mo 
Dec.11-13  Dec.14-17 Massage ee 


"Make Your Fantasy Treat yourself 
Become a Reality" with a Swedish 


with the Worid Most 


Massage by 
aan eae professional 
1-888-822-2020 massage therapists 


www.Exotica-2000.com for men and 


‘women. 
- 
Cau sav 


Call for an appt. pe hte ; wae eo 
ta 
“Touch ; 617-969-5034 ates aay 
more model, available 
SENSUAL TOUCH | De ee m 
SOOTHING, m ‘ 
RELAXING LADIES go 
BEYOND COMPARE 


p ~ = 

. aa 
24/7 oF 

IN/OUT CALLS - 


Book one of our ee Ladies for your Holiday Party or New Years Eve! 


“Girlfriend Experience “i “Beaty Y Brains” 


review 
www. TheEroticReview.com 


escortreviews sitereviews discussionboards livechat  servicequides video chat 





MORE ESCORTS FOUND ON PAGE 8 
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+x Make your 4 


Wildest Dreams 
Come True 


* » 
+ mon. - Sat. Stag 
10am — 6pm 
New Arrivals 
Verifiable Incalls Only 


















Help Wante 
Women-owned and § 
operated escort 
service; 
Safe and supportiv 
environment; 
If you're new to 








617-562-0595 Birr 


* Hel 


no transportation fequired 


MiM 


Wanted 25-35yrs * 


PRE-OP 
STASHA 





in calls only 


EXPECTATIONS 


EXPECT ESCORT SERVICE 
Clean, quality, young, 
professional women 
Accurate descriptions 
On time, every time 
Fun, no rush attitude 
Reasonable rates 
Discretion and privacy 
assurance 
All calls to be verified 


\, 
508-578-0826 


We're read 
for your 
desires. 

Our 
beautiful, 
bronzed, # 
CXxOtic Sirlsom 
will tempt 
and salisfy. 











French,” 
Italian, Spanish, 
Hawaiian, Brazillian 


(617) 319.246¢ 


see actual photos online 


= 
= 
bee 
v 
. 
2 
= 
eS 
as 
ee 
© 
arta 
G 
al 







joe out what’s between our sheets 
turf ® page 2 






eee = 


Erosphere Phoenix Adult Personal s 





617-319-7385 





your line 





aci, 


ELEGANT 
New ladies for the holi- 
days. Gentlemen only. 
North Shore Southern 
NH.128 In/out Call 
Wendy Hiring 


*82 978-239-4807 
EMMA’ S ASSETS 


ery etite onde 23yrs 
34 > 33 A. waist with a cute 
but b e butt. college student 
tasies & fetishes. Visual 
yuarantee l voice nessage 


(508) 504-2089 
ERIC FOR MEN 


1-617-451-3584 


EROTI NCING 
EXOT Dé SAGE 
MOONLIGHT ENTERTAIN 

MENT 
i/7 IN 5 Our ALLS 


617-391-3600 
EXOTIC BEAUTY 


& tan sk 


vOut 


617-319-2460 
EXOTIC COMPANIONS 


Attractive females of all national 
ites avi all occasions including 
parties 2 giri shows fetishes 


Outcall incall by appt. onlyf. hir 


"781 640-6728 


Female Models Wanted 


For tow wobene. Ear 180 + per 


centage of busines Call for 
interview 508 789 7 2 days 
8-96 81 
jirlsofprovidence.cor 


FINALLY!!! 


Nor sses attitude or wait 
y! f xtremely attractive 27yrs 
dancer type w/ heels 

— & more.. Inc = Le Shore 
sual guarantee 1d girls 


ne ved § apply 


*82 978-265- 3565 


For your Delectation 

nm, curvaceous and circuit 
t beauty aay knows how to 
t se. please, shock and “rock 
your world”. Gentlemen with ex 
travagant taste & a budget 
natch will be delighted 


617-499-1956 
FOXY 


New in town. Hot sexy spicy 
Asian Pre-op. 125ibs 

36C-24-36 Please call 

INCALL ONLY 


617 269-2905 
GEISHA GIRL 


Jo you desire attention from a 
Je veet - Siar jin 
| tired 


"617- 212-3497 


Gianna & Clarisse 
ipscale e sd attractiv 








"978-376-8442 


GIRL NEXT DOOR 


an as appi e...anGg 
weet Class sc beaut 
itcalls 


wen 792-0818 
GREEK 


2d black girl/white 
pers yr $s old, long hair yreat 
dy. incall ask for Janelle 


781 458-7476 


oh ED 
D TIM 

rend time ith this Italiar 
Fr ench beauty, He rt gre en eye 
34B-22-34 


617-201-6945 
Hawaiian Gold 


5'7, Naturally tanned, 34B, 22 
34, 120 Ibs, green eyes, long 
dark hair. In/Out 


617-201-6945 


HO! HO! HO! 
Robin 24, 36c 24 35 GEF! 
Chrissy 24 34D 23 33 Purrfect 
Suzy 22 32b 23 33 C"hina Doll 
Our place 93N/495 


617 648-0102 


Innocent College 
: Babes 
Simone petite 19 French with 
brown hair 5’ tall. Call me | love 
to dress in schooigiri outfits lin 
en & heels In/outcal 


bial rate 


617- 721-2465 
IRISH LASS | 


ty Jer 
TER 100° irish. 
green eyes multi lin 
30min rate 


" 978-549- es 
JANTALL 





Nnew & hottest in t 18yr 
long legge ed sexy & pl ayful 
34DD-24-34 satistacti uaran 


teed Call me I'll make you smile 
nm all Boston area 


617 319-7385 
, JENNIFER 


ollege edu blond, 57 

Ibs 36-26-34 tanned and 

toned and | f fun 
t place 


"617 228-1226 
KARINA PRE-OP 


New in tow Lovely Spanist 
38C-28-38, 1C extremely real 
and experienced Be inner 
elcomed. in/outcal 


" 617 423-9553 


GORGEOUS BRAZILIAN 

WOMAN 22. | do massage & 
tic dance for your pleasure 

Located in NH45 mir 

B 


603-557-4653 
KIARA 


1yrs old Jamaican cutie long 
bik haircreamy chocolate com 
plexion very very sexy. incai 
nly 


617-242-8423 
KINKY GIRLS -R- 
US 


Accurate discreet professionals 
m ulti yirl specials 24/7 any 
where 


857-222-1466 - 


LESLIE 

SEX KI N PRE-OP 
From NYC Back in town. 22yr 
old 36D-22-36/8" incall only 
DROP DEAD GORGEOUS 


617 277-0336 
LILLEE 


Asian dream Girl to make you 





v.tigerlille 


"617-464-1331 
LOLITA 


617 987- 8457 
LORENA PRE- Ore 





617 288-2505 
LULU SHE-MALE 


Hot Ho sian girl. S€ 
125it 38DD 28 eo Best mas 


"617-593-2490 
MAN ENOUGH ? 


New York Pre-op hot & sexy 38 
28-38 Afternoon & Evening 
Boston & So. shore 


617-376-0301 
MARK 


Very good looks/body, hairy 
chest, hung, muscular, 29, 5'11 
170, private, sincere, clean, dis 


eet 
617 821-2560 








MATURE WOMEN 


If you're looking for some time 
with an affectionate, attractive 
lady and appreciate a leisurely 
session we promise not to rush 
you. Help wanted 

MC & VISA ACCEPTED 


1-978-490-1016 
MELISSA 


Hello gentelmen I'm your Asian 
vixen if your feelin’ naughty call 
tm 2yrs id.with short 

har 34C, 5'3 110ibs 

always ready to please & tease 
ther girls avi, 2 girl show spe 


Outcall only 


"617 287-8469 
MEN of NEW ENGLAND 


ine ven. in 
t all 10am-4am 7 
Cast , credit card safe & ds 


"617 438-5844 
MICHELLE» . 


awe “ h bk 
mbdshnel 19yr xy, ft + inte! 


34D- 








" 617 287-8469 
MICHELLE 


ery 
petite Spend a relaxing 
r erified only Please 
message Dinne 





‘617- 685-0138 
MONIKA PRE- oP 


Carribean beauty 5'4” great 
dy with » big 8 
t 


 617- 482- 8578 


Beginners welcomed 


NAUGHTY & NICE 


Sweet, sexy young ‘thing’ eager 
to tease you... then please you. | 
will dance with/for you in my 
Erotic Elf lingerie Santa never 
had it so good. Incal! only/ now 
hiring Tammi 


617-803-9042 
Naughty n’ Nice! 


Tina 2 9” 35C'24 34 New 
GFE Erika 32 36D 25 35 GFE 
Danielle, 26, 36D 23 34 urfs 
ip” My place 128/90/95N 


617-797-6667 
NEW SERVICE 


Many different girls available col- 
lege students North South Shore 
1/2 hr and hour rates 

Call for details 


339-927-4502 
NO RUSH! 


take my time! Exotic, petite 
vivacious beauty with class and 
ome ura tc = t 


857- 222- 2144 
One. Sexy B**ch | 


yStal as Ki 
n for the v vOut 


508-345-2528 
SEXY PRE-OP 


eautitul Cr 


med & sé 





Stinalc KX 
1 Fri & Sat 


'617- 784- 7090 
Sheila 


hemale back in town sexy 


617- 821- 2755. 
SOUTHERN BELLE 


s sath, Cc all to 
} ae ur life. Your place 


617- 331- 1547 


STATUESQUE 
BLONDE 


Nothing is taboo... I'm a 
tantalizing treat, come see! 
outcall only 24/7. Dom & 
Fetishes too! 


617 792-0818 














Pilease call G17-859-32S6SO 


STEAMY 


satisfy your desire with me. I'm 
sweet, sexy, Curvy and a tad 
naughty. Come play, you won't 
regret it! 


617-319-2460 
SUSAN’S BACK! 


Beautiful, busty rubenesque 
massuse, 40yr old 5'7" 140ibs 
38DDD. Safe & clean regular 
preterr Jutcalls 


781 395-2075 
617-794-5246 


SUSAN’ Ss BACK! 
massuse, 40y op B- 5 “44 adie. 
8DDI safe & clean regular 


" 617- 794-5246 
SWEET ANGELS 


College girls w/elegance and 
lass, 18-25 avi 24/7. Also hiring 


617-780-2648 
_SWEET CREAM 


1 your 
ush. Lila "38DD-: 4 

fi ali the righ 
nable rates 


"617. re 5599 
Jake A WILD Ride 


> Island w 
€ 5] N 


38 hot S 









c 7 380 4 t 
IN & OUT CALL! LS 
617- 792- 0818 
TARA 
Attractive, vivaciou 2 y 
friendly unhurried Youll ¢ 
pleasantly surprised. Out all 
~ 617- 644-5023 
Nye ae ITALIAN 
with classic looks 
ond ot us figure will her 





delight and tame your burn 
he 5 feme 34B 22 34. In/Out 


617-201-6945 
Tony 


Cuban candy Latin man 
Handsome 58 Athletic 9 
Good looking & clear 


617-821-2755 


Trim y’r Tree! 
Nadia 25, 36C 24 36 “French 
Mint” Andra 31, 36c 24 35 
Miami heat” Isabelle 34C 22 32 
Fr. fantasy! Our place 128 


617-694-9990 
TWICE the FUNI! 


eautiful real sist 





teed ac od t ime out 


" 508- ror 3682 
508-631-4207 


TYLER PRE-OP 


34B-24-34 57 
m waiting f 


" 617-254-6345 
VICTORIA 


36DD 
calls on 


Gorgeou 
Lat 


iy PT 


pag GENTLEMAN 
ecial closenes cal 
( atherine ‘ )AM-5PM week 
jays. Boston & SO. of Bosto 


781 -458- 0949 


Warm n’ Fuzzy! 
Electra 23, 34c 23 33 Ex 
Student. Helena 24 32B 22 32 
Comic relief’ Marina 23 32B 22 
31 “addicted to lov” incall N Sh 
128 RT1 


781-795-4025 
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PERMANENT COSMETICS 


=. Eyebrows Holiday 
Eyeliner Special 
? Lips pen on 


Beauty Marks “vane 
Tete | a @tolaireltlilelel-1 ’ 
Areola Color “Boston's largest _ Ce \ebrate the 


New England's wt Sevvicen! i ~—sTatfoo Removal selection of exotic with 4 all 

Pie: ts m “MILD 10 i rs for all messin] aa bn es pootwear and lingerie, | Hola gpecial. 
"The “hottes ot 1&2 girl show! aes nge lbare sizes § to 16” wey 4 so omet 

1 -800- 300-6787 angelbare.com 617-527-0002 


1193 walnut street 
= 2 me newton highlands, ma 02461 











Guaranteed Hot Young Girls EVERYTIME! 
3 Girls for the price of 2 * College Gauys Special 


The best seat i Wey ess 
* ' overing all of N.E. @once 
in the house. es K YZ 4A _ | Boston, Providence, Worchester, Springfield, 
7 ’ Pa ' , | Killington, Newport, Laconia, Nantucket 


Give your 
sweetheart the 7. © ~~ * ‘< - | 
LuvSeat ts ae 8 salad Hot Male 
You’ll love her on it. a . ' Available! f bag hus _rhecerandoea cathy 
She’ll love you for it. = ces Tg rea nea 
www.luvseat.com : 6 17.547-0443 
or 4-BG6GG-luwseat aan. 54° ar <5 bese MR ge 
1-366-588-7328 





Jacques 


1-800-698-8829 € V Q ry” n ig igh t 
617-742-1608 > Ideal for Bachelorette parties! 


ah Sic ol cnx Gace Gadlan say Pegents Coming in January 


all fo ation 
RB cet are 61 7. 426- 8902 


79 BROADWAY Behind the Radisson Hotel 


> = HOT HORNY [its ( 
eo Real Names & Numbers! , ‘aes Everyday hundreds of local girls 
| HOUSEWIVES pe ee call free, looking for guys to 
i 900-993-1392 {2 feet share thier hot fantasies with. 


©) 800.795.7065 9009937764 PRR lt MP netesntiniewe 
SD ae Roger Po 8 he Re 


800-811-8722 M- 3 Ay bul coe ene oes " F S * too! Try it, you'll be surprised 


vacates 800-390-2625 ALWAYS HOT, ALWAYS LIVE 


18+ 2.50+ min 


HOT & PRIVATE rare BLACK TRANSSEXUALS 3 -. » 
with other Callers '@ =DESIRE WHITE MEN! - z: 
CONNECT with REAL MEN & WOMEN! No phone operators. Hhoeni ~ a 

900-993-3621 889-665-2522 | jenn 1-883-4 2 o- B AR {4 


Dir. billing. No Cr.Card req'd. 
888-206-2867 (BUNS) al 
Adults ony $199/min 900-255-7778 Adults Only From $2.99/min rsone 1-900-990-7300 
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yA ©) © | By ee) — | AY 4 | Oi eco oe) [=e - ma’ (o] 0] aell-)e)l-)\ar-le me) (—1-l-1-Met-|| Mow Wat lol > ac pw o-, 


Meet guys CALL NOW ™ connect with 
who cal ; to meet hundreds & [tf 
of local singles! Rs 2 {] Ay 06. 
sit gaa ee SH OY ...featuring LIVE CHAT! 
lavalite i ! Record & listen to ads 


F Biapers 9000 } r | fri ee! 


. , p (508) 713-0000 ial | (code: 3333) 


Tana 7 80860-7441 781-721-6003 ss 


COrigin. 18+. Customer service 600-440-8050 i Use FREE Access Code 290535 


(we nat pre-ect 


NAUGHTY * HOT PHONE SEX x| S22? aneurin Dating.com 


LOCAL GIRLS . 
WANT TO GET NASTY WITH YOU! ss ane - 1. 6f ate i INE 


1-888-355-SEXY GAY * SHE-MALE | Use FREE Access Code 7661 1.617.328.3546 


=x* * KK YX a 
69. CALL NOW FROM ' 
ANYWHERE IN 
x THE USA! roVat a’ 
| | 1-900-990-7111 bata 


1-900-772-6000 x Boston's Hottes 


$1.99/min. NO MINIMUM 


1-473-444-0488 1s" eaisent Live Talk Line 
|-617-976-4000 


NONTOD Warley) or Bose ve 
ins 


al ICUTY No ICUTY 4D) ( | fed For HOT B & D Action 


Ly. £xohica Cone Com 


a OTSA ee 
oe ee onymeros| fey HOLA AT ME! 


LIVE! | fee SD  sirs02.9027 


1-900-HOT-DUCK 


( . ) 
468-3825 More Local Numbers 1-800-943-VIBE (8423) 
HARDCORE SEX!! Charge to your. phone bill 1-900-438-2400 $1.99/min. 18+ 
 1-800-733-NiKI Charge by Credit Card 1-800-991-VIBE (8423) - 89¢/min 
oor oe (6454) 
ee MC/VISA/AMEX/& CHECKS 
$2.99-$5.99/min. 18+ 


|-617-976-S5000 


18-60 ood 


TRYST FREE G 17 1995-08 WT oe 


ALL FETISHES BIZARRE 


, B ‘ } . . # ste | code 7134 TO EXTREME. m % 
® r [ at _-300- 407- 7714 - $1 “min. © 184. ages = 
, . RIEU 1-95 4 RE 





You know our phone lines Ln Know our websites. You know the best adi iit services in the Ws 
National A-1, but who are we? For almost 15 years, National A-1 has been working to meet the needs ot pe 
ited, open-minded individuals like you, prc oviding st ate-of-the-art vo wed, sonals, amateur chat, live talk line 


MAN & adult websites at rock-bottom prices that other companies can't match. N 


The area's hottest men & women come to play on 1 Boston's #1 Talilne Rea people reveal \ hat t he 
need in voice personals categories from mild to wild --and everything in betweer n. Amateur talk, too. Best o 
all, these singles are in your own backyard. Pick up the phone and start meeting people now! 

Indulge your sexy side on Intimate Encounters, a phone line where guys ry girls of all lifestyles exchange 
live messages or talk privately, one-on-one. Thousands of callers all day and light on't believe how 
many different voices you'll hear, whispering secret desires, begging you to help fulfi 

and oh so satisfying Treat yourself to hot amateur talk, or try one of our live fantasy girls, who'll do any thing 
for you! Horny fun is just a phone call away 


BOSTON’S #1 TALKLINE 
550-LIWVE 10¢ min./20¢ ist 


Ladies Call FREE! 1-617-577-TALK 


INTIMATE ENCOUNTERS 
Nationwide Live Talk 


Ladies Call FREE! 1-800-991-TALK 


Men Call 
1-617-976-TALK Zse min 


41-800-399-KISS 0c min 
kive 1-on-1 1- 617- 978-8888 $1.95 min 


We offer some of the hottest web sites where everyday people can explore their fetishes and fantasies 


os apo l 


Kinkysingles. com 


Spanking.com Sextoys.com 


Escorts.com Girls.com & Teens.com 


QUEST PERSONALS” 


CALL : CLICK - CONNECT ™.,....... 


)(02 ADULT SERVICES [HE BOS] 


2 a Ef tet Hees Nts: : f ‘es \ 


For Casual Dates 
& Wildside Chat 


"all 
(617) 395-9000 | 
(781) 426-9000 
(401) 223-7070 
(508) 635-9595 


or charge by phone: 


1-900-484-4949 
100 min $49/call 





CHA 
etter | 901-003-3621 8805565+2522 | | w-srsrz F 


Adults Only — $2.99-5.99/min. 500- 993-5190 


NEED TO 
GET SOME? 


Connect to the HOTTEST 
personals in America! 


ee a 7 


want to meet 
Bl-Curious Men 
for Excitement 


LEATHER MISTRESSES SEEK Mhmdaabud 


800-797-6366 


B&D 


900-745-3509 
~« 800-430-2232 


PROMISCUOUS 
LONELY WIVES 


men) Connect intimatel 
Monat | § With other callers! 


paeththeeea | 900-255-7778 888-687-5425 (LICK) 
CTE AEE ELL | THOUSANDS OF REAL PEOPLE! § © Adults only ——$1.99-/min 


ia oe 


eo Bee 
am oS =< bf 


Hartford (860)242. 3 500) 
use code 2745 
Questions” 24 stone ALS BROWSE ADS FREE 


EXTreMeEME TIraiNing 
& Discipvine 
Explore yOur Fetishes 


800-353-8276 


900-745-3483 
800-591-6239 ox: 


Adults Only $2.99+/Min 
EXCITED 


HOUSEWIVES 


Eh 800-795-7865 “co Be 
900-993-7764 °2°°" 


|| College Babes 
desire older men! 
18+ $1.99+ /min. 


800-539-3369 
900-993-5924 
900-226-7778 


‘Hot t/Horny 
College Girls 


tic men 
explosive 


VISA, M/C, AMEX PHONE BILL MULTIPLE BILLING OPTIONS 


| 800-393-2633 * 900-435-1930 * 800-774-8255 


T 
800-270-8510 900-435-7250 METS 
800-379-1999 900-255-7778 


800-351-2637 
900-993-2809 


FULFILL YOUR FANTASIES? | 800-416-6699 
900-255-7778 


18+ $1.99+/min 


adults only. $ 199+per min. 


800738-4865 300-993-2970 
800-923-6253 


18+ $2.99+/MIN I 4 Wy, BAD BOYS! 900-255-7778 


" SEXUALS 


want to 
explode 
for you. 


900-308-5683 


900-993-1392 
800-430-2232 


18+ $2.99+/min 


UBMISSIVE 
CH Char ves Wwilling 
to please The Boss! 


900-435-4235 
800-353-2569 


Adults Only $2.99+ /Min. 


YOUNG GAYS NEED SERVICING 
FROM OLDER MEN! 
800-605-4897 
900-993-2947 


18+ FROMS2.99/MIN 





Kinkysingles.com 
Explore your Kinky Side! 
Totally Free! 


Spanking.com 
The name says it all! 
Totally Free! 


39¢ Per Min 


” Ladies Call Free!!! 800-550-087. 


Hot local yoann 
866 304 HOTT 
Tol! Free 


soo 9390 7010 


www.snatchthisup.com $1.29 /min 


Cadillac, ounge 


. nm. 
. ag FE Erie w 
18, 19, an 
i? il i 


Don't miss " * 
chance Fortune at =f 
Mittennium video 
Friday Dec. Dec. 20th @ 4pm 
345 Charies Street 
Providence. Ri 
State Line Video 
@ 4pm «¢ 
Saturday Dec 2181 « : 
1124 Washington Street 
Attleboro. MA 


FREE io 
ADMISSION c 


FOR ALL 
POLICE - FIRE - MILITARY 
WITH PROPER ID 


7 BiG SCREEN 
Come Watch 

NHL °NBA - * NASCAR 

: Strasceeemapee 

at the Cadillac £ 

$s i eel : DETAILS Amateur i 


SE ARRIVE BY 9PM 


THE BACHELOR PARTY | . 
ne DPECIALIS TS! & 


a a Wide Screen - 


Sn en ion oa A a. Aa | OuR ALL NUDE vie rn NGI 
P % } 1S OPEN THURSDAY - SATURDAY |@ 
Jk . FROM 8™ TILI 2 


ae NA ii aue 
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ee HEE co SECRET PLEASURES 
siccies "HM FANTASY PHONE ONLY 
WE CATER TO ALL FETISHES 

$22 95 i 

15 MINUTES 

$Q4 4 SE > FOR 


. om 20 MINUTES 


TS CARDS, PRE-PAY BY MAIL 
vince! Lau. o~ek, PHONE BILLING- 1-800-304-5477 


1-800-395-7525 


visit our website for monthly specials 
| www.secretphonepleasures.com 


Pl i anae, 


eo CNM Now 
¥ ueioee. com 


HARDCORE 
LIVE 1-ON-1 


Picts nN 


m0 (01010 & @)(0(@— me an\-1-1 010 (0 1-10) @)(-¥ 


BOSTON’S #1 TALKLINE 
550-LIVE 10¢ min./20¢ ist 
Ladies Call FREE! 1-617-577-TALK 
INTIMATE ENCOUNTERS 
Nationwide Live Talk 
Ladies Call FREE! 1-800-991-TALK 

Men Call 
1 6% 7-97 6-TALK 75¢ min 
00-3 Ss 


We offer some of the hottest web sites where everyday people can ti fetishes and fantasies. § 
Singles.com Spanking.com Sextoys.com 


Huge nationwide database of singles People want to meet you! The name says it Adult toys, lotions, clothing, condoms, yot 
for dating, friendship, more! Free to Search! all! Totally Free! name it! 
a * . ' 
Kinkysingles.com Escorts.com Girls.com « Teens.com 


Explore your Kinky Side! Find a Lady Tonight! Totally Free! #1 Web adult site! New Content Added Daily 
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p\ io) 8) Bm) 51") @ Re col e)!-le- mel) gie|(-je)'-\\m-(e Mme) -1-\-1-Mer-||M oR W As = tel: bec yo od 


Hot, Wild Women! 


Boston 


(617) 848-1666 


Nort Shore (978) 867-2177 
South Shore (781) 602-6022 
Needham (781) 898-2799 
Woburn (781) 528-6022 
New Bedford (508) 742-2070 
Worcester (508) 453-1000 


18+ Other Local Numbers 
1-888-465-4588 


Minutes 30} R EE 


TRY IT FREE! MORE LOCAL SINGLES 
Live 2 


CHATLINE 


FF 


978- 722. ‘2444 
508- 638. 0088 
781- “898. 27 

1 888- 245- 4545 
www Livelinks.cor 


America's 
Favorite 
Chatline 


Charge Credit Card 1-888-777-5353 89¢/min. 
Charge Phone Billi 1-900-289-4444 $1.99/min. 18+ 


DO U@eieKeeee 


Ante elelot © (ele men ani-\-1m 000m \-16)@)-7 


BOSTONS HOTTEST TVET. SUNBABiNls 


SAFE SEX 
1-617-550-3333 
FANTASY 
1-617-550-7777 
B&D 
1-617-550-2222 


LARGE & LOVELY 
1-617-550-6666 
TV/TS 
1-617-550-8887 

SEX LINE 


1-617-550-7399 
(SEXX) 


20¢/1ist min 
18+ 


LIVE GAY CHAT 
HARD, PUMPED & READY FOR ACTION 


MEN’S ROOM °* 
1-617-976-9000 
‘al -1 01K eM 


1-61 7-550-4000 — 


Boston 
617-245-1000 


Pre vidence 


401-621-0888 


Worcester 
508-365-1000 


D617-$48-1 
TRY FREE! Use Cope 5158 
Me Loca N MBERS CALL 
1-877-644-LOVE (5¢ 
WWW. TvcoPes COM 


woww. Exe Wea. Cone -<con- 


HOT HORNY | Large $ 
BABES TF se 


900-993-4176 


800-382-3478 
18+ $2.99+/min. 


Intimate connections USA! 
900-226-7778 888-687-5425 (LICK) 


Horny TV’s Lookin ng 
for Curious Guys: 


888-854.8272 900-993-8267 


want to SWALLOW! 
800-337-5747 
900-993-1598 


18+ $2.99+/min. 


Large Hot 
Girls 


800-336-5977 
900-993-5190 
From $2.50+/min. 
800-382-3478 
900-993-4176 


From $2.99+/min 


800-379-1999 


99 per min. Adults only 


SEXY SHE-MALES 

need men to excite! 

§88-750-2868 900-993-9402. 
Adults only $2. Gun 


Adults only 


Many different women to talk with! 


$31/ 25 minutes 
1-800-753-0244 


MC- Visa Amex-Disx 
www.lipservicephonesex.com 


Sounds o 


EXCITING 
SHE-MALES 


have a surprise for you! 
888-750-2868 
900-993-9402 


$2.99+/min 


W00- 993-1598 


300 337-314] 


f Sex $9%/call 1-866-455-3900 


900-226-7778 * 
800-811-8722 - 
900-993-5190 
800-806-4323 (HEAD) 


ADULTS ONLY From $1.99/min 


want to explore 
their fantasies 
800-539-3369 
900-993-5924 
800-791-8336 
(TEEN) 
900-226-7776 


18+ $1.99+/min. 


v0 (0 226. 7776 


a8 455- 0700 « 1X) 


HOT CHAT vin 
800-774-8255 800-558-0005 
800-255-7778 800-806-4323 





ADULT SERVICES - to place your line ad, please call 617-859-3260 


WAIT) | SUBMISSIVE 


NEED HOT LIPS! 
Adults Only From $2.99/min 
900-993-3621 
888-665-2522 
800-430-2232 


_ WOMEN 


want to bend over for you! 


900-745-3472 
800-515-4746 


ADULTS ONLY FROM $2.99/min 


Real Names 
& Phone 
Numbers 


WANT IT 
FROM BEHIND! 


ADULTS ONLY 


800-515-4746 900-745-3472 


Fantasies 0 
doing a TV: 
900-993-8267 


ust be 18 or older 


NEED 


MORE 


EXCITEMENT? 


900-255-7778 
888-284-4277 (ass) 


ONLY $199 PERMIN 18+ 


800-270-8510 
900-435-7250 


$3.49 PER MIN 


HORNY GIRLS 
want heavy men! 
LIVE HOT TALK 18+ $1.99+/min. 
800-735-3648 
900-745-3479 
800-416-6699 





» (617) 338.9990 


FREE code 1665 
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XXX-ADULT 
SERVICES 


AGA’s Highland Tap 
Live Entertainment 

2128 Washington St Boston 
7 Days per Week 

Open Till 2:00am 


617-427-6514 


AMATEUR PHONE 
SEX 


Local horny women are wait 
ing! 


1-900-407-7774 


$1.49/min. 18+ 


Boston 
HardBodies 
617-212-5868 


www.BostonHardBodies.com 
Boston’s Best 
Exotic Dancers 
Call Toll Free 


866-697-6267 


Gay Night Out! 
Find out tonight! Explore dis 
th HOT Boston area 
nfident 


34 Re 


GET SEX 
TONIGHT! 


Instant live phone conne 
tions with Boston singles 24 
hrs a day! Try us FREE! 


Enter code 2130 


(617)245-1005 


START DATING 
LOCALLY!! 


It's easy & always FREE 
To Browse & Send 


Messages Locally! 


(617)338-9990 
Code 6058, 18+ 


THE MOST BEAUTI- 
FUL COMPANY 
FOR THE MOST DISTIN- 
GUISHED GENTLEMEN 


781-248-3671 


Always Hiring 


VIBELINE tm 
African-American 
617-502-9022 
FREE Code 5683or 
1-800-943-8423:.; 


more MA #'s18+ 


VOYEURS 
Listen in on actual 
live phone sex! 


1-900-745-3138 
or 1-800-830- 
5669. 


18+. $2.50/min. 


WANT TO GET 
LAID? 


This isn't the largest ad 
THIS IS THE 
LARGEST VOICE 
PERSONALS in New 
England. Thousands of 
listings!!! Girls, guys, cou 
ples, swingers. They are all 
here! Many with real names 
& phone numbers. Don't be 
left out 
CALL NOW AND 
GET IT ON TODAY 
1-900-835-DATE 
(3283) 
1-800-824-5243 


18+, $2.99/min 


What’s Your 
Fantasy! Find hot couples 
and = =singles for discreet 
and play NOW on 
idential Connectior 
rd and Listen FREE! 1 
4473 Use A 


je 610 


XXX-ADULT 
EMPLOYMENT 


$ ADULT $ 
$ FILMWORK $ 


Saturday 11am 


1-800-709-4002 


Exotic Dancers 
Wanted 
iS a non-alcoholic nude 
lub must be 18 years. Day & 
night shifts flexible. No exr 
nec. Will train. Call 978-360 


3091 


Female Massage 
Therapists Wanted 
For new massage clinic 
Flexible hours, great money 
Call for immediate interview 
617-594-6333 


Female Models 
Wanted 
For new website. Earn fee + 
percentage of business. Call 
for interview 508-789-7472 
days, 508-965-6181 
girlsofprovidence.com 


Seeking European. 
international ladies 
to earn big money 
part time. Safe 
environment. Please 
call Tess at 

1-800 698-8829. 


ALWAYS CHEAP! 18+ LIVE 
ADULT ACTION! 
1-800-675-5525 


NANCY- 21, 5’6”, 115ibs. 


HOT! NEW! LIVE! ADULT! 
XXX! 18+ int. LD 
1-784-490-0024 


ALL LIVE! 24HR 
BOSTON PARTYLINE! 
1-664-492-3051 


HOT GIRLS 
LIVE SEX TALK! 
1-473-468-0520 


BOSTON GIRLS! 
NAMES & NUIVIBERS! 
1-473-468-0515 


BOSTON BLACK PARTY- 
LINE! 
LIVE! 24HRS! 
1-664-492-3048 


BOSTON GAY MV! LIVE! 
24HRS! 
1-664-492-4936 


Amber- 18yrs, 5'1" 
97ibs, hot, wet, tight! 
1-876-468-3315 


Sarah-19yrs, big chest- 
ed, fm wet & horny! 
1-800-488-0283 


HARDCORE SEX! LIVE! 1 
ON 1 24HRS! 
011-6787-2461 


Eavestirop! 
Listen in to Live Sex! 
011-8787-2460 


Oral Sex! 
1-664-492-3058 


College Girts! 
1-473-468-0518 


Horny Wives! 
011-8787-2463 


NAUGHTY & NICE! 
1-473-468-0521 


BOSTON SWINGERS! 
24HRS! LIVE! 
1-876-872-4412 


Gay! Hardcore! 
1-876-468-3343 
Harticore! 
011-8787-2466 


HORNY OLDER WOMEN! 
1-473-468-0488 










imvites you to an 


‘Adult Fantasy TOY Party 
LPeaturing,-- LZractanltt 
Bilin Star 









Pers OR: 


Wednesday, December 18th Friday, December 20 th 
3-5pm AMAZING SUPERSTORE, 3-Spm AMAZING, Weymouth, MA 
vette ivdd 8-1 Opm AMAZING SUPERSTORE, 
8-1 Opm AMAZING, Groton, CT P™ peabody, MA 
Thursday, December 19th Saturday,December 21st _~ 
3-Spm AMAZING, Stuart St. BOSTON 3-5pm AMAZING SUPERSTORE, | 


Medford, MA 8-1 Opm AMAZING SUPERSTORE, : 
Northboro, MA 



























- INFORMATION ON THE SEASONS HOTTEST NEW TOYS , oe . 
- LIVE PRODUCT DEMONSTRATIONS! e © ae 
‘FREE GIFTS! -PHOTOGRAPHS! -FREEAUTOGRAPHS! “SN 


— YOUR INTERACTIVE ADULT DVD HEADQU/ 


ls Spinning 
> i to § 
Sex Game 


vith purchase of any Gift Certificate 


1 cn 















MASSACHUSETTS RHODE ISLAND CONNECTICUT Can 
DEDHAM, MA FAIRHAVEN, MA : JOHNSTON, RI : BRISTOL, CT : KITTERY, ME 
Je t Rt6 Video Rentals : Hartford Ave. Video Rentals, Cinema : f mington Ave Video Rentals : Rt 236 North Preview Booths 8 

BOSTON, MA : PROVIDENCE, RI : MANCHESTER, CT : Ss 

— ee. en VIDEO EXPO. 
MEDFORD. MA ng : WARWICK, RI : NORTH STONINGTON, CT : 
123 Mystic Ave-Rt38 Video Rentals A met : B Post Road-Rt! Video Rentals : Norwich-Westerly Rd-Rt.2. Video Rentals > AND MAGAZINE CENTER 
NORTHBORO, MA DOU ge : _N.KINGSTOWN, RI :  WETHERSFIELD. CT ; PORTLAND, ME 

delmont St - Rt3_ Video Rentals : 4 Post Road-Rt. 1 Preview Booths Video Rentals 1870 Berlin Turnpike-Rt.15 Video Rentals 5 GRKonpen SMa Reee 





NORWOOD, MA : 
PEABODY, Providence PROVIDENCE, : : 
Newt Pit ais Rentals . : 1954 Westminster a Preview Booth: : GROTON, CT ® 
wou ec ? : 4W . yille Preview Bootns : sheetz Plaza-591 Rt.12 Preview Booths, Video Rentals ° NEW YORK 
BOSTON, MA : PROVIDENCE, RI : : 
tuart St. Video Rentals : 262 Charles St. Preview Booths ; MERIDEN, CT : TROY, NY 
: : 319 North Broad St. Preview Booths * 516 River St. Preview Booths 
WEYMOUTH, MA $ PROVIDENCE, RI : : 
Bridge St-Rt3A Video Rentals AND MAGAZINE CENTER : Empire St. Preview Booths, Video Rentah : NU HAVEN Book & Video : HAMILTON Book & Video 
: t ew Booths, Video Hentais e 54 Chape! St. - New Haven, CT Preview Booths ° 216 NHamilton St Poughkeepsie NY Preview Booths 
WALTHAM, MA READING, MA : ; 
465 Moody St. Video Rentals 349 Main St-Rt28 Video Rentals : MIDDLETOWN, Ri 






Main Road - Rt.138 Video Rentals 


PITTSFIELD, MA SPRINGFIELD, MA : “ : te ot: WWw.amazing.net 
1 South St. - Rt20 Video Rentals 4868 Bridae St. Video Rentals, Preview Booths : pony adn y dey tor ed : Check Our Website at: 
° 155 Newport Ave. Video Rentals ° 








GREAT SELECTION OF VIDEO and DVD, MAGAZINES, SEX TOYS & more 
Available in Select Locations: ADULT VIDEO & DVD RENTALS - VIDEO PREVIEW BOOTHS 





Boston 
617-245-1010 


Worcester 


908-365-1010 





edgehlel-tile 


401-243-1700 


ar laaiclae! 


860-838-0080 











New Haven 


203-889-0050 


1-900-407-7774¢ $1.4 m . Hot, live connections by credit card: 617-245-1032 /69¢ a minute! 








Over 6, 000 local singles are looking to hook up tonight! 





